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THREATEN RINGLING STRIKE 





Flock of Babes Converge on Toronto 


For a Share in Plumber's $12,521 








Toronto, April 1. 
With the court hearings getting 
underway here yesterday (Monday) 
before Justice MacKay, the ‘Babes’ 
are in town with their scrap-books 
and photos to collect that $12,521 | 
which William John Wright, Tor- 


Some More Escapology? 


Paramount is mulling a life story 
of Houdini. 
| It has registered the name of the 
|famed magician as a potential title 
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onto plumber, willed to a girl he 
saw when she was five in a burlesque 
show in Indiana at the end of World 
War I. From California to New 
York to Tennessee, the girls are an- 
swering that ‘Where Is Miss Babe?’ 


Variety advertisement. 

Some of the gals are glamorous 
and some are not, but all have that 
anticipatory gleam in their eyes 
which accompanies the prospective 
spending of $12,521. The good-look- 
ers are getting plenty of art spreads 
but only one—and perhaps not she 
—will win this particular pot o’ gold, 
for Charles Barkworth of Toronto, 

(Continued on page 18) 


U.S. Wants a 10% Tax 
Slice From All Benefit 


Shows From Now On 


A ruling by the U. S. Internal 
Revenue Bureau last week (26) and 


taking immediate effect places vir- | 


tually all benefit shows in the posi- 
tion of paying the 10% amusement 
tax. Heretofore charity shows have 
been tax-free, but the department 
ruled that all benefits that pay any 
part of the gross for anything or to 
anybody in connection with the show 
must pay the tax either by adding 
10% to the face value of the tickets, 
or absorb it and pay the Government 
the percentage on the total take 
This is the outcome of the Treas- 
ury Department’s probe into the 
great rash of benefits of late, most 
of them for sundry war relief agen- 
cles, and into the Theatre Authority's 
and talent unions’ disbursement of 
charity funds At a meeting last 


week immediately after the Govern- | 


(Continued on page 47) 


GENE AUTRY YENS TO 
HEAD HIS OWN RODEO 


Dallas, April 1. 
Gene Autry, Republic’s singing 
cowboy, recently made a flying trip 
to Dallas to confer with Lloyd Rust, 
district manager of Republic Pic- 
tures, in regard to staging a rodeo 
here during the Texas State Fair 
next fall. Rust would business man- 
age the venture. 

A native of Tioga, Texas, Autry 
has for some time wanted to boss a 
big rodeo in his home state. Dallas 
has never been a good rodeo town 
but others point out that it has never 
had a real rodeo with a real attrac- 
tion, 


for the film. 


Fewer Strawhats 


query first propounded in the ‘Court | 
of Missing Heirs’ program and in a| 


In Sight; Names 
Put ‘Em In Red 





| while he’s on the Coast. 


Advance preparations for summer 
stock and 
pected to start this month, first step 


tryout theatres are ex- 
being to register with Equity where 
will classified. 
Understood that there will be fewer 
stocks in the sticks this year be- 


lsuch ventures be 


| cause operating expenses have risen | 


to such a level that a majority of the 
rural show shops went into the red 
Spread of th star 


summet the 
fairly large salaries 


and 


last 


system of 


| Coast names used in a number of the | 


hideaways explains why the opera- 


tors went overboard. 

One of the summer stands unlisted 
this year the Westchester Play- 
house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. Tuttle & 
Skinner, who operated the house for 


is 


| nine seasons, say they are out of 
the running there or elsewhere this 
summer. They are presenting the 
revival of ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort, 
N. Y., which was a ‘find’ last sum- 
mer. Mt. Kisco house will possibly 
relight under anot management 


Welles’ Disks of His 
‘Native Son’ Cast Not OK 


| 


| Equity has nixed a plan by which 
Orson Welles 
performances production of 
‘Native Son,’ at the St. James, N. Y., 
so he could keep tabs on the show 


intended to record 


of his 


Producer- 


director on having micro- 
phones in the footlights and making 
records of occasional performances, 
say every week or without the 
actors being aware of just when the 
waxings were being done. 
Producer-director put the matter 
up to the Equity council and, al- 
though the records were not to be 
played publicly, the regular rule of 


figured 


SO, 


a full week’s extra pzey for each 
recorded performance was insisted 
upo! Welles consequently dropped 


i 


the ide 
tne 1g0a 





For Sound With Equity 


ee 


AGVA DEMANCS 
CIRCUS PACT 


Big Top Due at Madison 
Square Garden Next Mon- 
day (7)—AGVA Ties in 
With Combined Theatrical 
Crafts, Embracing 33 
Show Biz Unions 


PATRIOTIC SAWDUST 


A general strike against the Ring- 


|ling-Barnum & Bailey Circus prior 


to its opening at Madison Square 
Garden, New York, Monday (7) 
looms as a strong possibility unless 
the big-top show signs a new agree- 
ment with the American Guild of 


Variety Artists. AGVA last week 
fortified itself by joining the recently 
formed Combined Theatrical &| 


Amusement Crafts Council, encom- 
passing all the 33 crafts unions in the 
show business in N. Y. 
Via joining the Council, AGVA 
gets the support of the stagehands, 
(Continued on page 18) 


Jan Valtin Mystery Radio 
Appearance in WOL Has 
Newspapermen Hopping 


Washington, April 1, 


Wild-goose chase after ‘Jan Valtin’ | 
—author of the spine chilling best- 


seller, ‘Out of the Night’—took place 
in Washington last Wednesday (26) 
when the former Communist put on 
a broadcast from an ‘unnamed spot 
somewhere in America’ over WOL 
Reporters, tipped off by reports pub- 
of the station itself, 
he dark as Valtin 
; Harry Kreb 
flew into Washington and out agz 
only yaaccast in 


—iin 
fo the br 
which he told of his experiences at 
the hands of the German 
knew, until it over, 
program had been aired 
from the apartment of William B. 
Dolph, president of WOL, where 
Valtin arrived with three mysterious 
men, identified as either bodyguards 
| or press agents. 


Gestapo 
No one was all 


that the 


Station was flooded with phone 
calls as the author of ‘Out of the 
Night’ warned that ‘any one who 


works for Nazi Germany is digging 
his own grave’ and apologized to the 
announcer for his poor hearing by 


explaining that his eardrum had 
been ‘cracked by a Nazi whip.’ As 


the former Communist organizer— 
arrested in New York a couple of 
days later, but released bond— 
expressed fears for his life because 
of his expose of the terrorist methods 


on 


of the Russian OGPU and the Ger- 
man Gestapo, local newsmen sought 

? + ack him to the scene of 
the 1 
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‘Bring Your Mother and Father Free, 
Ballroom Operator's Newest Slogan 


Mary Astor, Emcee 








Auburndale, Mass., April 1. 
‘Where does your daughter go to 
| dance?’ 
Hollywood, April 1. | ‘This announcement coming through 
A mistress of ceremonies on a va-| the radio speaker has set many a 
|riety show, new to Coast commer- | paren inki is j 
|v OW, | parent to thinking, and th s 
| cials, will be tried out on Hudnut’s - or Suaeee 











+ | 


| ‘Hollywood Showcase’ over Colum- | 


bia’s Pacific network. Running the 
half hour program will be the cine- 
ma’s Mary Astor. 
| Russ Johnston, KNX program di- 
| rector, handles the production for 
| Benten & Bowles. 











ULS. Has New 
~ Weapon, Grabs 


| 
| 
Philadelphia, April 1. 

Mr. Whiskers has conceived a new 
| little twist to make it tough on the 
|nitery ops who fail to cough up Fed- 
eral taxes. He now seizes the liquor 
| stock. 

First to have his booze confiscated 
was Benjamin (Benny-the-Bum) Fo- 
gelman, operator of an intimate Lo- 
cust street bistro. Internal 
agents cracked down on him Satur 
day (29) for the non-payment of 
taxes totaling $1,064.22. The spot was 
closed. 

Owner of the place is listed as the 
1321 Locust Street Corp. Fogelman 
is not one of the official proprietors, 
but has been fronting the spot since 
October 4, 1940. Previously it was 
known as the El Chico and the 21 
Club. Latter handle was char 1 


ged 
(Continued on page 47) 


revenue 


Joe Cook, In Person, 
Vs. J.C. Impersonated; 


In D.C. on April 25 


Joe Cook in person will play 
against Joe Cook impersonated in 
Washington, D. C., the week of April 
25. Catholic University, which last 
year based its annual musical on the 
life of George M. Cohan, this year 
will mould it around Cook. And the 
juggling comedian himself will at 
the same time be in vaude at the 

(Continued on page 36) 


| dance ends at midnight, and so this 
|enables couples to return home at 
|a reasonable 


Booze for Taxes 


what manager Roy Gill, of Totem 
Pole Ballroom, aimed to do. 


The radio announcer continued in 


|a ‘confidential’ tone to explain that 
|liquor and stags are taboo at this 


spot, and pointed out that the place 
is conducted on the standards of a 
family ballroom.’ 


And he will go this one better 
when he begins a full week sched- 
ule about mid-May. He is going to 
advertise. ‘Bring your mother and 


| father free on Monday nights.’ 


Parents are informed that the 


time. Just before in- 
termission each night, Gill instructs 
his istant manager, Bill Johnson, 
to caution the dancers not to drive 
too fast on leaving the ballroom be- 
cause of several speed traps in the 
This also makes a hit with 
people, as well as his stopping ticket 
ales when 3,000 enter the ballroom, 
to alle room for dancing 


ass 


vw Pritt 
Vitiility, 


Mrs. H.B. (Renee) Harris 
Once Nixed $1,300,000 
For Theatre, Now Broke 


Mrs. Henry B. (Renee) Harris 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy in the federal court,, N.Y., 


last Thursday (27), listing liabilities 
of $546,378 and assets of $16. One 
is William Harris, Jr., whom 
$17,000 on a judgment filed 
3] He brother of 
lezit 


aown on tl} 


creditor 
he owe 


n 19 was a her 


once pro- 


prominent 
icer who went 
nia { ¢ 


ie Lusi- 
among 
aster.] 
Bank 


to the amount 


harles Frohman wa 
tables lost In that di 
Emigrant Industrial S 


Savings 
e largest creditor, 


yther y 


f 


of $526,354, judgment dated in 1932. 
It represents the first mortgage on 
the Hudson theatre, N.Y., which H. 
B. Harris operated. Widow lost con- 


trol of the house several years later. 

At one time she is said to have re- 
jected an offer of $1,300,000 for the 
property. She remarried three times 
but is known by her first marriage 
name, 

Mrs. Harris was on the payroll of 
the WPA theatre project, earning 
$22.75 per week for a time up to 
September, 1939, but has had no 
other income since then. 




















The Unit of Perfection ! 





Earl Carroll Vanities 


STARKING 


Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd 


Pittsburgh Now — Buffalo Next 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
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ng 


Amapola 


of You 


Because 
Wise Old Owl set 
San Antonio Rose 


Number 10 Lullabye Lane 


There'll Be Some Changes Made 


J] Hear a Rhapsody 
Tonight (Perfidia) 
Maria Elena 
High on a Windy Hill . 
Oh Look at Me Now 

Do I Worry? 
Let’s Dream This One Out 


I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time 


nes Now 
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29, 1941) 
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So Many Cuffo Gloms at Kane’ 
It Kayoes Idea of a $5.50 Preem 


+ 


Hollywood, April 1. | 
Still unseen by the public eye, 
‘Citizen Kane’ has been lamped by 
so many film producers, directors, ac- 
tors and agents that RKO has aban- 
doned the idea of a $5.50 Hollywood 
premiere. Latest private showing at 
the studio for 80 professional people 
brought the total number of pre- 
preview onlookers up to about 1,200, | 
which included practically every- | 
body who would have laid down 
$5.50 for a first public slant at the 
picture. 
Release is ‘tentatively’ 
the end of April. 


slated for 





Into the Rivoli, N. Y.? 
General opinion, apparently based 
on a few facts and much fancy, 


is 


that the RKO board of directors at | 


its meeting on Friday (4) will give 
the green light to release of Orson 


Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane.’ Optimism is 
particularly prevalent throughout 
the staff of RKO (although it is 


definitely based on no word from 

the top) with the sales department 

preparing to seek out-of-town play- 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Lady’ in Dilemma Due 
To Gertie Lawrence’s 
Proposed London Jaunt 


A bit of a mental hurdle for Moss 
Hart in connection with ‘Lady in the 
Dark,’ current Broadway hit present- 
ed by Sam H. Harris, but with Hart’ 
money dominantly in it, involves the 
mental attitude of Gertrude Law- 
rence if she really goes through with 
her proposal to visit England. Show 
is deine in June for a summer lay- 
off regardless, the star expres 
herself anxious to make a trip to 
London. That part of it is all righ‘ 
but the emotional reaction, due 
the blitzing, may become a grave 
factor, possibly affecting the show’s 
reopening in the fall. 

‘Lady’ represents around $105.000 
and, despite the $287,000 
rights sale to Paramount, Hart st 
it may not get even, as a legit pro- 
duction, if its run curtailed for 
some reason. Grossing around $31.- 
000 (absolute capacity, plus standees 
nightly), -it needs some $20,000 to 
break, and represents only a $5.000 
net profit weekly. Miss L: 
incidentally, on her 15%-of-t 
contract, has been averaging 
$5.000 weekly as her share 

‘Who could replace Gertie 
rence?’ is a constant query around 
the Alvin theatre, where the show’s 
current. The English 
herself mentions Irene Dunne or 
Gloria Swanson. Actually, Hart first 
wrote ‘Lady’ with Katharine Cornell 
in mind, but when its musical scope 
gained broader semblance it natural- 
ly inspired only Miss Lawrence as 
the most likely titular star. 


Liegfeid Club to Hold 
Annual Ball April 21 


ing 


10 


screen 


ates 


is 


ATT Vals 
wrence 


| 
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Club, 


The Ziegfeld whose mem- 
bership is made up of former ‘Fol- 
lies’ girls, is stepping out with its 
annual dinner dance and_ show, 
called the ‘Lace Ball,’ on April 
21 in the grand ba!lroom of the Wal- 


dorf-Astoria, N. Y. It’s first time in 
s0 large an auditorium, and 25% of 


the net will go to the British War 
Relief fund. . 

Tickets vill range from $12.5¢ 
Gown to $5, 





He Hates Hatred 


St. Louis, April 1. 

Representative Max Librach 
(Dem.), St. Louis, has_ in- 
troduced a bill in the Missouri 
State Legislature making it a 
crime to write, broadcast or 
possess anything designed to ‘in- 
cite hatred, defamation, violence 
or hostility against any group of 
persons by reason of race, na- 
tionality, color or religion.’ 

Violations of the bill, which 
also extended to participation in 
parades intended for the same 
purpose would be a misdemeanor 
punishable by imprisonment 
from 90 days to three years or 
fines ranging from $200 to $5,000, 
or both. 


TEST AGNES MOORHEAD 
FOR METRO’S ‘YEARLING’ 


Agnes Moorehead, one of the top 











| while Moss Hart 
+ Coward bit. 
| cott, 
|! was taken ill, 


| work having been 


Kaufman, Hart to Play 
In ‘Dinner’ in Strawhats + 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
will have both its authors in at least 
wo-showings of the comedy to be 
presented in summer stock spots. At 
New Hope, Bucks County, Pa., 
where both have homes, George S. 
Kaufman is listed to appear in the 


part of Sheridan Whiteside, a char- 
acter based on Alexander Woollcott, 


Last year, when Wooll- 
who was in the Coast company, 
Kaufman jumped into 
the part briefly. At Dennis, Cape 
Cod, Hart will play Whiteside. Both 
think they can enact Woollcott be- 
cause they know the humorist-actor 
that well. 

Kaufman is writing a play with 
Edna Ferber, their last collaborative 
‘Stage Door.’ New 


| play is slated for production by Sam 


| H. Harris next season. Hart, whose 
‘Lady in the Dark’ is a candidate 
for prize awards, is writing a book 
of theatre anecdotes, ‘Everything 


| is touring in 


Happens to Me’ for Random House 
publication this summer, Woollcoot 
‘Dinner,’ while the orig- 
inal show is at the Music Box, N. Y. 





| Grant’s 1256 ‘Dinner’ 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Wages to British Relief 
But Not for Munitions 


Hollywood, April 1. 
War Relief but no munitions is the 
idea actuating Cary Grant’s donation 





| of his $125,000 salary for the top role 


| terial. 


radio actresses and formerly in le- | 


git, tested Monday (31) 
Metro for the part of the mother in 


‘The Yearling.’ Location shots for 
the picture are currently being shot | 


was 


in Florida and will go into produc- | 


tion there soon 

Miss Moorehead, one of the highest 
paid character actresses in radio, has 
appeared on virtually all the leading 
network dramatic shows in recent 
years. 


Barrymore’s Radio Click 


Ups Interest in ‘Children’ 





There’s interest in 
Dear Children,’ last year’s st 
play for John Barrymore, as 
of his click on the radio with 
Vallee. Vehicle has not been 
pictures, 

He was to have returned in it. 
another 


eenewes ‘My 
irring 
result 
Rudy 

sold 
for 
for 
road tour, posting a $10,000 


bond with the legit producers, Al- 
drich & Myers, but they are now 
talking relinquishing him from this 
obligation if he accepts another 
vehicle they have in mind. Hereto- 
fore they weren’t anxious about a 
picture deal for ‘Children’ because 


f the expected renewed tour. 


Earl Carroll in N. Y. 


Earl Carroll planed in from Holly 
wood Monday (31) for a week's visit 
to Broadway. He has isgued a call 
for girls at the 44th Street theatre 
Thursday (3), intending to engage 
a number for his next theatre-res- 
taurant show on the Coast. 
edition is dated for June. 

Former revue producer 
the most frequent L.A. 
travelers and vice versa 


is one of 
to 
among 


by | 


New | 


Moke t 


showmen, always using the aerial | 
route, 
Berlin to Coast 
Back from a Florida vacation, 


where he worked on new tunes for 
his forthcoming Bing Crosby filmu- 
sical at Paramount, Irving Berlin 
heads to the Coast this weekend to 
huddle with Mark Sandrich. Latter 
will direct and produce. 


Mary Martin will probably be in 
t, and Fred Astaire is being dick- 
ered f Berlin will be west two 
eeks 


in the Warners picture, ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner.’ 

Grant actually draws $1 for his 
work in the film. The rest is turned 
over to the British War Relief with 
two stipulations. First is that not one 
cent will be*spent for combative ma- 
Second that the money is 
to be used in the United States to 
buy materials for women and chil- 
dren suffering from bomb raids in 
Britain and for needy wives of Royal 
Air Force flyers. He made a similar 
donation of his net salary in ‘The 
Philadelphia Story.’ 


is 





Olivier Into Air Force; 
Fenton Into Royal Navy 


London, March 25. 
$80,000 by Warners 
Laurence Olivier to 


An offer 
(London) 


of 
to 


make one picture has been turned 
down by the actor. Instead, he 
joined the Fleet Air Arm. 

Vivien Leigh (Mrs. Olivier) is in- 
terested in appearing in a play-in 
England, but as yet hasn’t found one 
to her liking 

Leslie Fenton, Hollywood film di- 
rector and actor, who came to Lon- 
don some months ago for some di- 


recting chores, has joined the British 
Navy. He’s had to turn down two 
directing offers as a result. 

His wife, Hollywood film player 
Ann Dvorak, recently arrived here 


from the Ur nited States. 


Dr. Watches Mrs. Jessel 


Lois Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel) 


I been doing her stage stint at 
Loew’s State Y., this week with a 
doctor in con attendance, ever 
nce a mishap at the Chicago thea- 
tre. Chi, recently 

It’s now an open-secret that the 
Jessels expect a baby and, as the 
comedian puts it, ‘I certainly don’t 
want to have anyihing happen to it; 
after all, it’s the only thing I have 
to show for my 30 years in the thea- 
tre.’ 

L.A. to N. Y. 

Mary Astor. . 

Mort Blumenstock., 

Herbert Drake. 

Irving Epsteen, 


Douglas Fairbanks, 
F. Wolfe Gilbert 
Carl Hoff. 

Herman Hover. 
Carl Leserman. 
Arthur Loew. 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
Ted McGee. 

Karen Morley. 

James Roosevelt. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Gradwell Sears 
Donald Ogden Ste 


Norman Taurog. 


Jr. 


" + 
Wait. 


| 


will do the Noel | 
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{THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


7 
3 
| TE Bhi ron 
Hollywood, April 1. 
Spring fever’s got me. Last night I dreamt about the kind of girls who 


go out with Tony Martin. 


Went to the opening baseball game with my boss, Darryl F. Zanuck. He 
was the guest of honor and threw out the first associate producer. 

Almost bought a $50,000 home here but backed out at the last minute 
because the bathroom scale was two pounds off. 

Started work on my new picture, ‘Sun Valley,’ with Sonja Henie. It 


was so cold on the set director ‘Lucky’ 
dialog with an icepick. 


Humberstone had to break up the 


Broadway Department 

Since Leo Lindy appeared on the Fred Allen show his marinated her- 
ring’s Crossley has jumped to an 8.2, 

Paul Small, the Taylor-maid man, 
but food. : 

Bill Gaxton knows a Broadway character who never picks up a check— 
he’s got an impediment in his reach. 

They have a new policy at the 46th Street Theatrical Pharmacy. With 
every 50c check you get an opening, a closing and an eyebrow pencil. 

This is the time of the year when talent rears its ugly head. Shipping 
clerks drop their packing boxes, pick up makeup boxes and go to the 
mountains and produce plays like ‘The Little Foxes.’ 

Holly woodiana 

John Barrymore has been married so many times he’s thinking of buy- 
ing an adjustable wedding band. 

Studios are making so many draft pictures, 
suit is a dress extra. 

One film star has the dumbest secretary. 
garage to have the carbon removed. 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce is coming to Hollywood to make a picture of her 


is on a strict diet. He eats nothing 


anybody with a Boy Scout 


She took his typewriter to a 


| life called ‘I Love a Parade.’ 


The Hollywood Police Dept. is so movie-conscious: They arrested a 
ham actor and refused to put his picture in their rogues’ gallery without 
a screen test. 

Took Sonja Henie and Dan Topping to Ciro’s last night. 
marvelous dinner for an annuity and-a-half. 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back crystal sets? 

Glenn Miller knows a bandleader in town whose interest in his girl 
singer is strictly batonic. 


They serve a 


Radio Department 

Ever since James Petrillo forced Bob Burns to join the union for play- 
ing the bazooka, radio actors are afraid to whistle on broadcasts. 

Broadway Rose is going on the air with her own program, ‘Slobby 
Hobby.’ It’s a switch—instead of giving money away to the audience you 
have to send her dough. 

Last night turned my two radios on at the same time. 
for Coca-Cola and the other for Ronrico Rum. 
got a hangover just listening. 

Hangnail Descriptions 
A Wig-Wag....John Barrymore: 


One program was 
It’s the first time I ever 


Harpo Marz: Little Boy Brew.... 


Annabella: Power-hausfrau....Jack Benny: Toupee I Am a Man... .Eddie 
Cantor-Clark Gable: Eyes and Ears of the World. 
Observation Dept. 
In New York when they slap you on the back, you’re a buddy. Out 


| here, when they slap you on the back, you're a co-signer or a producer. 





Just found out what a go-getter is—he’s 
two miles %:0m a filling station. 

Billy (Gezundheit) Gilbert just wrote a new book about colds 
Win Friends and Influenza People.’ 

Eavesdropped at Dave Chasen’s: ‘He has a way with women-— 
way.’ 

Eavesdropped at Pirate’s Den: 
anything but the tide.’ 

Eavesdropped at Brown Derby: 
take the stare too.’ 

My brother has been out of work so long, the only thing he ever banked 
was the five ball in the side pocket. 
Whatever Became of —————? 

Santos & Hayes 


any guy who runs out of gas 
‘How to 
the wrong 
‘She’s very sociable, she'll go out with 


‘He'd not only take your eye out, he'd 


Yip Yip Yaphank 


Frank Ward and Dollies Roxy La Rocca 
Cortez & Peggy Brewster-Pomeroy & Co. 
Afterpiece 


It’s better 
at all, 


to have loved and lost than never to have had any publicity 


Mature Wants Roach Buenos Aires Bemoans 
To Clarity Pix Spotting, Snub to Carman Amaya 
Who Became N.Y. Click 


Victor Mature, on leave from Hal | 


Roach in ‘Lady in the Dark,’ current 


Broadway legit, is under contract | Buenos Aires, April 1. 
by the film producer but there’s a| Success of dancer Carman Amaya 
difference of opinion over his as- in Manhattan (Beachcomber nitery 
znments. presently) is current top conversa- 
The player is concerned whether | tion item in show world here, man- 
Roach’s plan to make short at . , . 
ies ats . l featur agers taking it as one more ne = 
ettes (four-reelers) won't retard him 
, 1] * tion that U. S. showmanship is often 
professionally through being spotted : on we eee ; 
into ‘big shorts,’ and he wants that | needed to convince localites of tal- 
specified as and when he leaves the | ent on hand but unappreciated 
stage play for the Coast : : 
an . Point is not that dancer was over- 
looked here. She was one of the 


N. Y. to . A. longest-term draws ever to play & 
Irving Berlin. B. A. engagement, but was strictly a 


Charles Coburn, 
Nancy Coleman. 
Robert Emmett Dolan. 


secondrate house draw at low prices, 
| unknown to most of the rich Argen- 


; ‘ti i 1 atr J 
Anna Erskine. | wae and international theatre ane 
H. William Fitelson. | concert-going crowd, and getting 
Harry Horner. | little, if any, of the carriage trade or 
Countess Magaroff. coin, 


| 
| 
Arch Oboler. | Now that she’s raking in the cash 


Frank M. Thomas. in New York, number of managers 
Ray Winters. |}are bemoaning the fact she could 
eS ea ey ae |have been had for peanuts. And 
SAILINGS | furthermore, that come next year, 


she'll probably be shipped back (as 


March 31 (New York to Lisbon) | 


was Carmen Miranda in Rio). ad- 
Noel Coward (Yankee Clipper). vertised as the sensation of Man- 
March 28 (New York to Havana) hattan, and sold to the same sort of 
Mr. and Mrs. Abner J. Greshler | top-price crowds as the big visiting 
(Kungsholm ). stars like Heifetz, Rubinstein, the 
| March 28 (New York to Nassau) Monte Carlo and Jooss Ballets, etc. 
|} Hume Cronyn (Jamaica). Amaya is a Spanish gypsy from 
March 28 (New York to Panama) | Granada 


, not a Brazilian as descr:bec 


A. L. Pindat (Santa Clar: jin some U. S. articles reac} 
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DEFENSE COIN HYPOS BIZ 
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No More Free Talent Programs 
From Hollywood After Parsons 
Completes Present 13 Weeks 





Hollywood, April 1. 

Louella Parsons (not heard in 
New York) will do only 13 weeks 
for Lifebuoy soap under her latest 
radio contract and will then call it 
quits, probably for all time as she is 
the loser in her fight with the 
Screen Actors Guild over her policy 
of selling to advertisers her former 
ability to get name talent to appear 
for gratis appearances. The Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
shares with its Hollywood sister 
union, SAG, a pronounced aversion 
to newspaper or other personalities | 
profiting through sponsored enter- | 
tainments where the talent works 
for nothing or for reduced salaries. 


Matter of free shows on the air 
was brought to a head last week 
when Jean Hersholt, president of the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund, dis- 
patched a letter to the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild asking what action was to 
be expected in the case of Miss Par- 
sons. Hersholt wanted to know 
whether SAG would crack down 
with Rule 6 which states ‘no mem- 
ber shall give a free performance 
on the radio.” Acceptance of an 
amount of compensation so far be- 


= 





‘No Soap 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Film players who gratis for 
Louella Parsons on the Lifebuoy 
series not only perform without 
remuneration but also no soap. 
On her ‘Hollywood Hotel’ broad- 
casts la Parsons saw to it that 
every player got a case of soup. 

Payoff, however, on _ both 
shows is the same—in publicity. 








Noel Coward to London 
For Four Week Visit, 


Cantor Fills for Campbell 


Eddie Cantor does a guest appear- 
ance Friday (4) night on ‘Campbell 
Playhouse,’ but behind the booking 
was a hectic scramble of dates and 
arrangements. Noel Coward, pre- 
viously set for the date, was forced to 
cancei the engagement when he was 
called to London by his government. 





low the member’s usual standard as 
to amount to evasion of this rule 
(Continued on page 28) 


VFW PROTESTS H’WOOD 
PRO- BRIDGES PLEA 


pou April 1. 

An AP story from Hollywood to 
the effect that 22 pix prominents 
had petitioned Attorney General 
Robert H. Jackson for a dismissal of 
deportation proceedings against west 
coast labor leader Harry Bridges 
caused a backfire in Albany veterans 
circles which may 
out the country. The 
Coghlan-Lieut. Johnson post, 
erans of Foreign Wars, held a noon 
protest meeting. Following addresses 
by Lieut. Ormond N. Jennings, post 
commander, and Capt. Roland J. 
Easton, legislative representative, 
post members voted to communicate 
with Washington VFW headquarters 
to urge similar protests on a national 
scale. 

Another meeting of 
scheduled for April 3. 
members will discuss steps 
taken to emphasize their feelings 
over what they consider the ‘unpa- 
triotic’ and ‘un-American’ position 
taken by the Hollywood signers of 
the petition in Bridges’ behalf. 


H’wood’s Bridges Backers 


Among show biz luminaries re- 
ported to have urged dismissal of the 
Bridges deportation proceedings, via 
petition, are Orson Welles, Robert F. 
Sisk, Burgess Meredith, Artie Shaw, 
John Howard Lawson and Dalton 
T rum bo. 





the 
At this, 


post is 
VFW 
to be 


DOLAN’S COAST CALL 


Maestro to Paramount For DeSylva 
and Crosby Filmusical 





Robert Emmett Dolan, pit conduc- 
tor for ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ at the 
Imperial, N. Y., has gone to the 
Coast to work with producer B. G. 
DeSylva on the next Bing Crosby 
Picture ‘Birth of the Blues.’ It’s a 
One-picture deal, but he may stay 
there to do the screen version of 
‘Purchase.’ 

Also figured possible that before 
Dolan is ready to return east Irving 
Be rlin may have completed the orig- 
: al mu is writing for another 
Crosby picture, in which case he 
might use Dolan, with whom he has 
worked on several films and legit 
shows 7 

Vilma Ebsen (Mrs. 
immedi: itely 
to th ie C Oast 
their ie 


isic al he 


Dolan) didn’t | 
accompany her husband 

but is remaining at 
onnecticut home for the 


be felt through- | 
Admiral | 
Vet- | 


He left Monday (31) by Clipper for 
| Lisbon, but expected to return in 
| four weeks to fill the Campbell guest 
| Shot. His vehicle at that time will 
be the same, 

ard Teichman of the S. 
| play, ‘Second Man.’ 

| Cantor had previously been set for 
the April 18 program, but was moved 
up to this week when the Coward 
booking fell through. Comedian will 
play the lead in a radio version of 


N. Behrman 


vous Wreck,’ also adapted by Teich- 
man, Show for next week, April 11, 
| will be Fred Allen in a revival of 
Norman Corwin’s satirical fantasy, 
‘My Client Curley,’ done originally 





| 


PAUIFIG GURGT 
EOPEUIALLY UK 


Theatres Boom—Much New 
Building for War Indus- 
tries, Workers and Army 
Camp Trainees 


COIN FREE 


Los Angeles, April 1. 

Business is booming in film houses 
along the Pacific Coast where na- 
tional defense construction has 
caused an unusual influx of skilled 
workmen at high wages. Theatres 
in San Diego, San Pedro, Oakland, 
Tacoma and Bremerton, Wash., are 


doing the best business they have 
known in years. 


Theatre owners figure the boom 
will last for several years and are 
building or contemplating new film 
houses in the war construction areas. 
Fox-West Coast is preparing to 
spend at least $500,000 on new build- 
ings in California this year, and the 

(Continued on page 12) 








an adaptation by How- | 


Electrician’s Invention 
May Revolutionize P.A. 


| 





Vande Circles, Although Vexed With 
Skourases Kayo of Live Shows, Help 
Put Over Greek Benefit’s 336 B. 0. 





Seamen’s Delight 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
Inspection of the Italian ship 
Belvedere, which was seized by 
the government Sunday in the 
Delaware, where it was docked 
gave an insight into what the 
fascist seamen thought was art. 
In the mess rooms and recrea- 
tion rooms the Fascisti bigwigs 
had hung big pictures of II Duce 
and King Victor Emmanuel. But 
in the crews’ own bunks were 
pictures of—Margie Hart, the 
burlesque stripper. 








Mgrs. ‘Threaten’ Kenny 


Baker When He Refuses 
To Play Greek Benefit 


Hartford, April 1. 

Kenny Baker was embroiled with 
local theatre men last week because 
of his reticence to perform at a local 
benefit show for the Greek War Re- 
lief. Many times reiterated ‘no’ of 
singing star to their pleas to per- 
form in the benefit brought down 





their wrath. Brought it down s50 


Systems in Theatres hard that they were left speechless 





Sam Saltzman, stage electrician 
and inventor, has perfected a minia- 
ture radio sending device that may 


: i |revolutionize amplification methods 
the Owen Davis stage play, ‘The Ner- | E 


in theatres, large auditoriums and in 
the open air. Gadget, 
cealed upon the person of the an- 
nouncer or performer, is tuned in on 


|the public address system and any- 
| thing said or sung comes through the 


loud speakers, 


|and repeated later on ‘Columbia 
| Workshop.’ 
Coward, who flew in from the! 


Coast nearly two weeks ago, had ar- 
rived there recently from Australia, 
| where he has been on a British gov- 
i} ernment mission. His Australian tour 
;netted Coward nearly $50,000 for 
British relief 


QUENT REYNOLDS SAILS 
IN CONVOY FOR ENGLAND 


Quentin Reynolds is 
time this week from ‘somewhere in 
Canada,’ on a convoy, back to his 
London correspondent assignment for 
Collier’s. He's been back since Xmas 


sailing some 


j}and plans to return again to New 
York around the 1941 holidays. En 
route back, on the freighter, Rey- 
nolds will finish his third book for 
Random House, ‘Don't Think It 
Hasn’t Been Fun,’ random memos. 
His ‘A London Diary’ will be issued 
by Random House April 9. ‘The 
Wounded Don’t Cry’ is still a cur- 
rent best-selle1 


Reynolds was to have flown ovet 
on a bomber, but that’s a stunt that 
has already been done by other 
newspapermen. 

Incidentally, a U. S. citizen going 
over on a British bomber or convoy 


is technically violating a State Dept. 
tabu, although, for working news- 
papermen purposes, our Government 
doesn’t ti too oobi emphasis on it. 


Star After One Picture 


Holly caulk April 1. 

Veronica Lake, who made 
screen debut in ‘I Wanted Wings,’ 
soars to stardom in her next Para- 
mount picture, ‘China Pa 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., is producer. 


her 


U Tests Brown 

Wally Brown, 
former, is being 
as a picture possibility 


Eddie SI! 


vaude per- 
Universal 


young 
tested by 


ig the 


lerman is handling 


sent, j deal. 


| half inasmuch as she’s 
| to begin picture 


Lapel microphone is 
sufficient not only for the sender 
but for one or two other participants 
close by, and permits: the sender to 
move about freely. It is comparable 
to mobile radio broadcasting units. 

Saltzman’s plan is to offer his de- 
vice on a rental basis for occasional 
events, but it is possible that thea- 
tres will eventually have the new 
sender on hand as part of the house 
equipment. Outfit is powered with 
several! small dry batteries, also car- 
the sender. 

Saltzman devised television ap- 
paratus different from that experi- 
mented with heretofore. Stock in 
the company was bought by a num- 
ber of people in show business, but 
television activities have been 
stymied by restrictions imposed by 
Federal Communications Com- 
Saltzman is now electrician 
Street theatre, 
the Heat’ is current. 


ried by 


the 
mission 
at the 44th 
‘Crazy With 


where 


MARTHA RAYE’S PLANS 


Pix and Shows—No Jolson Tour, but 


Another Legit 


Pittsburgh, April 1 


Martha Raye closed a deal with 
WB via long distance while appear- 
ing at Stanley last week to go into 
‘Navy Blues’ with Ann Sheridan, 
Jack Oakie and Jack Haley. That 


which was to 
will be cut in 
due on Coast 
April 20. Comedi- 


in Philadelphia and 


means her vaude tour, 
have lasted six weeks, 


is currently 


enne 
closes following week in Washing- 
ton, Akron, Toledo Youngstown 
and Chicago, having been can j 
ecause o! ne p 

Afte ‘Blues,’ M Ra move 
yvver to U for Jules Leve: 
sion of ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ with 
Eddie Cantor. Star said that, de- 
spite reports, she would not tour 
next fall with Al Jolson in ‘Hats’ 
but would do either a new Rodgers 

1d Hart musi¢a! on Broa iway or a 
v | Freedley show with 3ert 
Lahr 


easily con- | 


|and without proper name-calling 
| epithets with which to tag him. 


Kenny had been approached by a 
local commféttee to put in an appear- 
ance at a midnight benefit at Loew’s 
Poli Saturday (29). He turned them 
down. They came back and he 
turned them down again. Managers 


| couldn't see why he should refuse 


| see, 


when celebrities throughout the na- 
tion were doing ‘their bit.” Couldn’t 
also, why Baker should be the 
sole holdout of the entire State the- 
atre bill. Gil Lamb, Mills Brothers 
and Ina Ray Hutton’s band put in 
an appearance. 

As the 
insistent, each became more dog- 
matic. Theatre managers, through 
a local friend, contacted Fred Allen. 
Latter immediately dispatched a wire 


to the singer asking him to sing if 
it were in any way possible. This 
didn’t change his mind, Finally the 
tug-of-war became a battle of prin- 


(Continued on page 47) 


MINOR MYSTERY OVER 
CHAS. PATHE’S WELFARE 


No word has been re- 
ceived in this country from Charles 


whatsoever 


Pathe, pioneer film man, who was 
scheduled to arrive in New York 
from Lisbon more than two weeks 
ago. Pathe News, which he founded 
in 1910, and RKO, which releases 
the newsreel, had planned variou 
nonors for the Frenchman, now 66 
years old 
Patt Ne had a cable abo 

thre eck igo tnat the et fi 
maker was going to fly to th coun 
try. He failed to arrive on the 
scheduled plane, however, and 
nothing has been heard from him 
since. Although it is thought that 
delays in transportation are prob- 


ably holding him up, there was some 
hint also that Pathe might be in 
trouble with the Nazi authorities in 
Fran =, 

Pathe for years has 
terest in the 


owned 


country 


no in- 
outfit in this 
g his name. 


YVeCarin 


Chas. Ray Back as Oldster 


Ho 1} W ( 0d, April l. 
vehagptiai Ray, the home 
-d tears out of the silent 
tures, :! state s his comeback in 
! the Dust’ at Metro. 
laying with him is one of his old 
directors, Jerry Storm. 


Ray plas the elderly role of a 


spun lad 


tug of war become more | 


. 
vr 


Vaudeville circles are pointing to 
Spyros Skouras’ current campaign 
for Greek War Relief Funds as a 
classic example that stage shows, per 
usual, last and best 
resort for theatre operators up against 
the proposition of raising funds. The 
Skourases, it’s stated, were quick to 
drop vaude when they took over any 
theatres, but now Spyros Skouras is 
basing a good part of the drive for 
funds on benefit shows utilizing ac- 
tors gratis. 

Some in the trade contend that if 
it wasn’t for the cause itself, Skouras 
| would be up against it for coopera- 


are still the 


tion from agents and talent. It’s 
pointed out that Skouras, while ene 
listing performers for the free 


shows, has practically no playing 
time to offer as future compensation, 

Yet it was the vaudeville showe 
men who directed the Greek Festival 
for Freedom at the Music Hall, New 
York, early Saturday morning (29) 
that virtuaily underwrote the bene- 
fit’s bo. as well as the entertainment. 
When the advance sales for the $10 
top festival appeared far under ex- 
pectations last week, Joseph R.,. 
Vogel, Loew’s v.p. and district chair- 
man of the Greek drive, decided that 

(Continued on page 47) 


MARCH’S LEGIT TO PIX 
AND BACK TO N.Y. DEAL 





Hollywood, April 1. 

Warners signed Fredric March 
for the lead in ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ 
| Casey Robinson is screenplaying the 
novel about a minister. 

March is currently in the east with 
the Theatre Guild’s tryout of Sophie 
Treadweli’s ‘Hope for a Harvest.’ 
He'll stay with the play for a pre- 
| Broadway tour this spring, come to 
| Hollywood to make ‘Heaven’ this 
summer, and then return for the 
| Broadway engagement of ‘Harvest’ 
in the fall, 
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Rep. Boren (Okla.) Reprises Blast 
Against Pix Biz; Divorcement Up Again . 


Washington, April 1. | 
New efforts to set a Congressional | 
committee prowling into affairs of | 
the film industry were stymied, at | 
Jeast temporarily, last week but re- | 
vived interest was shown in the sub- | 
ject of divorcement legislation and 
there were threats of another drive 
to enact block-booking measures. 
The House Rules committee, after 
hearing Representative Lyle Boren 
of Oklahoma fire various bricks at 
pictures and condemn the consent 
decree, put his resolution for a 
sweeping inquiry back on the shelf 
with the announcement that further 
hearings will be held at some unspe- | 
cified future time. While some leg- | 
islators seemed sympathetic toward | 
his argument that both social and | 


economic aspects of the business 
should be ventilated, there was gen- 
erally only scant interest on the part 
of committeemen. 

Though he declared when the res- 
olution was offered he is not biased, 
Boren reflected before the Rules 
committee a deep conviction that the 
industry consists largely of gougers 
and individuals wanting to corrupt 
public morals. The tenor of his ar- 
gument was that the Justice De- 
partment has been outsmarted and | 
it is up to Congress to protect pub- 
lic welfare by examining trade prac- 
tices, financial structure, and moral 
questions. The industry already is | 





— 





That Made It OK? 


Strip - cen unique among 
strip-teasers—for the benefit of 
the Hays office—is performed by 


Mary Martin in Paramount's 


forthcoming ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ 
Singer, now vacationing in 


New York, telling friends of 
the difficulties caused because 
Hays rules forbade her to touch 
her clothing while she shed as 
she warbled ‘That's How I Got 
My Start.’ The Par produc- 
tion department therefore was | 
forced to put two men in | 
the wings of the set to pull in- 
visible strings unfastening spe- 
cial snaps on Miss Martin’s 
clothes. Scene was shot more 
than a dozen times before the 
two guys got synchronized and 
avoided one-half of the Martin 
habiliment dropping before the 
other. 


is 








| common became active 


Par Points the Way 


To Revived Interest 
In Amusement Stocks 





For the first time in months, the 
hitherto neglected amusement shares 
received full attention last week 
from the stock market as Paramount 


leader on 


cheating on the pact with the D. of | tne New York Stock Exchange on 


J., he charged, adding that nothing 
in the decree remedies evils result- 
ing from price-fixing, dating, rebat- 
ing, dividing the country into zones, 
or shoddy production. 

‘They always ccme in and offer to 
cooperate in every way, if we will 
just let them do the job and have 
their own way,’ Boren wailed. “Why } 
are they so afraid to have their in- 
dustry looked into if everything is | 
all right. 1 believe Congress ought 


| nessed these Par 
list in number of 


Last Friday (28) wit- 
r shares heading the 
sales with 19,500 
hands, twice as 


several days. 


| Shares changing 


| many as the next most active stock. 


| 2 


to find out what should be done to! 


safe part of 
economically 


make the industry a 
our American system, 
and socially.’ 


Propaganda Charges by Fish 
Propaganda charges were fired at | 


the industry by Representative Ham- | 


ilton Fish, Jr., 


dustry is trying to stir up war hys- 
teria and suggested the resolution 


should be broadened to permit spe- 
cial study of this situation. Repre- 
sentative Eugene E. Cox assailed the 
industry for corrupting 
public morals,’ opining control 
of screen entertainment in ‘the 
hands of a group whose only interest 
is money, and more 
money.’ 


that 
is 
more money, 
Demurrer was registered by Rep- 
resentative Earl C. Michener, a Re- 
publican member of the Rules group. 


With everybody trying to develop 
national unity and strengthen na- 
tional defense, any such probe at 


who declared the in- | 


| for the first preferred is in 


Paramount common climbed to a 
new high for the year at $12.75. 
Paramount shares, including also 


the first preferred and second pre- 
|ferred, have been attracting atten- 
| tion in Wall Street for several weeks 


| because of the conviction, that the | 


company soon would work out a 
deal whereby the first preferred 
would be called into the Par treas- 
ury. Retirement of some _ second 
preferred also has been mentioned 
in the past but denied by the com- 
pany. Action of the first preferred 
in hovering between $99 and $100 in- 
dicates that some retirement plan 
the proc- 


less of consummation. 


‘private and | 
common, 
| the 


this time might have serious conse- | 


quences by upsetting the industry, he 
cautioned. 

Consideration of divorcement leg- 
islation in the near future is contem- 
plated in the Senate, where a special 
subcommittee has been named _ to 
take up the separation bill left 
behind by former Senator Matthew 
M. of West Virginia. Chair- 
man of the panel named 


AY ; 
wweely 


of the Judiciary committee is Sen- 
atcr Harley Kilgore—one of the 
Neely Democratic faction and suc- 
cessor to former Senator Rush Holt 
of West Virginia, 

The West Virginians allied with 
Neely, now occupying the Governor’s 
chair, appear bent on harassing the 


industry and carrying on the Neely 
tradition, for Representative Andrew 
Edmiston of West Virginia recently 
orated about the need for prohibit- 
ing block booking. Kilgore also has 
promised to do his utmost to force 
new Senate action on the twice- 
approved measure to overhaul the 
distribution machinery, although he 
is not on the Interstate Commerce 
Committee which has jurisdiction in 


this field. | 

Others named by Senator Fred- 
erick Van Nuys of Indiana, the 
Judiciary Committee chairman, to | 


serve with Kilgore on the special | 


subcommittee are Senators Tom 
Connally of Texas and James H. | 
Hughes of Delaware, Democrats: 


Warren R. Austin of Vermont and 
William Langer of North Dakota, 
Republicans, | 


| ‘Accent 


from ranks 


Calling in of these shares would 
materially enhance the value of the 
with the present activity in 
common stock largely being 
based on the early completion of a 
dea] on the first preferred. Besides 
producing a savings of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars annually on 
the first preference issue, retirement 
of the first preferred would leave 
only 60c per share annual payment 
on second preferred in the way 
common shareholders. Paramount 
already has paid 20c per share on 
the common this year, with current 
rate of earnings said to justify addi- 
tional distributions in the 
future. 


Dietrich-Morcsco Split 


April 1 
team. of 
Morosco, 





Hollywood, 

Co-associate producer 
Ralph Dietrich and Walter 
functioning for the last 18 months 
at 20th-Fox, is splitting up. On com- 
pletion of two pictures currently in 
preparation they will produce sep- 
arately. 

Morosco’s first solo assignment 
on Love’ and Dietrich’s 
‘Duchess by Appointment.’ 


is 
is 


of | 


néar | 


Shirley, Beery in 20th 
Yarn of Fishing Fleet | 


Hollywood, April 1, 

Wallace Beery and Shirley Tem- 
ple draw the co-starring spots in 
Lazy Bones,’ a tale of the tuna fish- 
ing fleet off the California coast, to 
be produced by Metro. 

Richard 
rect the Milton Bren production. 





Wm. Fox Pleads 


Guilty to Philly 


Bribery. Charge 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
William Fox, who ran a Brooklyn 
nickleodeon into a $300,000,000 film 
empire, on Friday (28) pleaded 
guilty to an indictment charging him 


| with giving a $12,500 bribe to former 


U. S. Circuit Judge J. Warren Davis 
to rule in favor of the ex-picture 
magnate in five appealed cases in- 
volving bankruptcy proceedings in 
Fox's All-Continent Corp. Indicted 
with Fox were Judge Davis and Mor- 


|} gan S. Kaufman, Fox’s former coun- 
sel. 


Both entered pleas of not guilty 
and posted bonds of $5,000. All are! 
liable, upon conviction, to two-year 
prison terms and fines of $10,000 , 
each. 


The indictment charged that Judge | 
Davis agreed to induce Judge Joseph 
Buffington to sign his name to ma- | 


jority opinions in Fox cases before 
the Third U. S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals. 
conspiracy Buffington was 
member of the Appelate Court. 
is now retired. 

The conspiracy started, the Gov- 
ernment charged, in 1935, when Fox 
had declared himself a bankrupt and 
creditors tried to take over the 
$6,000,000 in assets held by Fox’s wife 
and daughter in a trust known as the 
All-Continent Corp. 

Five times in the hearing ‘on the 
bankruptcy petition Federal District 
Judge J. Boyd Avis ruled against 
Fox and five times the Circuit Court, 


senior 
He 


with Judge Davis sitting in each case, 


overruled the lower court. 

| Judge Guy Bard, presiding at the 
case, postponed sentencing until 
April 14. Although he is a confessed 
bankrupt, Fox peeled off five $1,000- 
notes from a thick roll to pay his 
bail. Fox is expected to appear as a 
Government witness against Judge 
| Davis and Kaufman. 

The Attorney-General’s 
continuing its investigation into the 
alleged conspiracy. Under scrutiny 
of the probers are Fox’s wife, Eve, 
i their daughter, Belle; David E. Kauf- 


office 





man, former Minister to Siam; and 
Murray Becker and Daniel Rosen- 
blatt, New York lawyer. 

| 


$3,750 TO L. J. LUDWIG 


IN AUTO CRASH SUIT, 





Minneapolis, April 1. 

L. J. Ludwig, formerly associated 
with John Friedl in the operation of 
| Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount 
| circuit) and now owner of two 
| Jamestown, N. D., theatres, has been 
| awarded a verdict of $3,750 damages 
|} as result of injuries sustained in an 
automobile collision near here a year 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 





Archibald duc ‘in N. Y...... er 
Hays’ Latin-American aide....... 


Russia’s cinemas. Ane ecg 
Eddie Cantor-Dinah Sinai ree 
Television 


Radio reviews: 

pleton, ‘Barrel of Fun’ 
ASCAP 
eS eee 
Equity and the reds 


again 





Louella Parsons, Elsa Lanchester, Alec Tem- 


ago. In the same accident, E. P. 
Philips of Paramount’s home-office 
and Otto Muller, Minnesota Amus. 
maintenance head, lost their lives. 
Ludwig and Muller’s heirs sued 
the owners of the truck, which col- 
| lided with the car in which they 
were riding, for $40,000. A district 
court jury returned the $3,750 ver- 
' dict. 
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| 
Thorpe is assigned to di- | 


At the time of the alleged | 


is | 


Kelly, on Coast, Sees 20-30 for UA 


In 1941-42; Ed Small ‘Surprises’ Co, 


A. 





Stepping On the Gas 


Coast. Outfit has engaged 15 
personable bit players and laid 


| 

| Hollywod, April 1. 

| Use of film actors to glamorize 
| instruction to filling station at- 
| tendants is being utilized by 
General Petroleum along the 
| 


| out a three-week route. 

Actors will assume roles of 
| pump monkeys’ at sales meet- 
|; ings to show the regular attend- 
ants how to inject personality 
and showmanship into their sales 
gab. Main idea is to put on the 
front for the femme trade, which 
goes for those lit.le touches. 
Troupes are routed twice a year 
and if the idea clicks it will be 
used nationwide. 


Mary Pickford Ill, 
Silverstone Hastens 


To Coast on UA Plans 


Illness of Mary Pickford, who was 
'expected in New York from the 
| Coast on Monday (32), is speeding 


_ plans of Murray Silverstone, United 
| Artists chieftain, to go to Hollywood. 
| Miss Pickford, one of the owners of 
the company, was due in for confabs 
with Silverstone on new producers, 
next season’s product and new distri- 
| bution bonus plan. Her illness has 
forced her to be hospitalized and her 
trip east has been postponed indefi- 
nitely. 

Silverstone will go to the Coast 
in a week or so to join Arthur Kelly, 
v.p. in charge of sales, who left over 
the weekend. Kelly is lining up final 
details of UA’s program for an- 
nouncement at the company's five re- 
gional sales meets. 
in New York April 14-15, 

Details of new bonus plan and new 
UA unit to finance producers will be 
{announced shortly after he gets to 
ij the Coast, 
(31), 











Mae Murray’s Son Now 


Troy, N. Y., April 1. 
Court proceedings and legal mat- 
ters are over for 14-vear-old Koran 
| David Mdvani, 


screen star of the silent days, and 
| Prince David Mdvani. (She is cur- 
rently at Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, N. Y.) 

In closed proceedings in Rensse- 


laer County surrogate court here the 
boy became Daniel Michael Cunning 
and the legally adopted son of Miss 
Bessie Cunning of Averill Park. The 
proceedings, it was revealed. took 
place last December, and former 
Surrogate B. P. Kavanaugh signed 
the adoption order on Dec. 31, the 
last day of his term of office. 


}middle names from Koran David to 


~ 





| Brown and John Stahl! for 








}a year. 
|to the Silverstone policy of cut 


First will be held | 


{ 
| 


Silverstone said Monday | |the UA sked 


Legally Somebody Else’s. 


son of Mae Murray, | 
° ' 


The change of the boy’s first and | 





Hollywood, April 1, 

Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists 
sales head, has arrived for a check- 
up of the company’s 1941-42 product 
lineup. He leaves again in a day or 
two for New York. He figures to 
announce 20 pictures at the U.A. eon. 
vention April 14 in New York, with 
the likelihood that the season's block 

may total close to 30. 


Although the matter of selling pic- 
tures in blocks or individually. 


a@ sub- 
ject under discussion several yerrs 
ago, no decision has yet been 
reached on the selling policy. Pos- 


sibility is that merchandising will 
be the same as in previous year: 

Murray Silverstone is due here 
early next week for confabs on pic- 
ture quotas for various producers, 
Talks are also slated with Clarence 
heading 
their own units to release through 
UA. Although Brown has been prof- 
fered a new deal at Metro after 15 
years on the lot, he has heid off sign- 
ing. Stahl is now at Columbia. 


Smali’s Big Schedule 
Although Edward Small dur! ng 
the past week announced that he 


| will make eight films for release by 
|United Artists during 


the 1941-42 
season, UA chieftain Murray Silver- 
stone declared on Monday (31) he 
did not believe Smal! will turn cut 
that many. Silverstone, who had 
previously stated he would like no 
more than one or two films 
each UA producer, expressed 
prise at Small’s announcement of a 
virtually conveyor built production 
schedule. 

If Small goes ahead with his plan, 
he will turn out more films than any 
other UA producer has ever made in 
It will be in direct contrast 
ting 
down the number of films from each 


from 


Sur- 


man so that more attention can be 
given by the producer to each in- 
dividual picture. 

During the current season, Small 


will have contributed three films to 


although all were 
| promised for last season. There were 
no new ones, Three of the eight 


Small] has announced for 1941-42 are 


(also oldies, ‘Two Years Before the 
Mast’ and ‘In Rudolph Valentino's 
| Day’ have been announced for the 
|past two years and ‘The Corsican 
Brothers’ was slated in the 1940-41 
program. 

First of the eight pix into pro- 
| omen will be ‘G-Man Vs. Scotland 
Yard,’ with.Ilona Massey, George 
Brent and Basil Rathbone. Tim 
Whelan is directing from script by E. 
Lloyd Sheldon and Jack DeWitt. 
Others include ‘Mast,’ from the Rich- 
ard Henry Dana story; ‘Valentino,’ 
from script by Howard E ‘tabrook: 
‘Corsican Brothers,’ with Estabrook 
screenplaying from famed Alexandre 
Dumas yarn; “Twin Beds.’ with story 
by Walter De Leon; ‘Heliotrope,’ for 
which Paterson McNutt is prepar- 
ing the script; ‘My Official Wife,’ 
which Ernest Vajda and Stanley 


Daniel Michael is in apparently nam- | 


ing the child after Dr. Daniel M. 
Cunning of New York, brother of 
Miss Cunning, who operated on the 


boy in New York more than five 
years ago. 
|} Miss Murray brought her son to 


Dr. Cunning to have a mastoid oper- 
ation performed, and left him in the 
doctor’s care. She alle 
effort to reclaim the boy until about 
two years , and then brought two 
habeas corpus proceedings before 
Justice Francis Bergen of Albany to 
get custody of the child, and was un- 
successful in both. After the last pro- 
ceeding Justice Bergan awarded the 
custody of the boy to Miss Cunning. 

The father of the child, who re- | 


ago 


sides in California, did not appear | 
| here, but gave his consent to the 
| adoption. 








| 

| NANCY COLEMAN’S TEST 
| Waney Coleman, who recently 
| closed in one of the featured leads 
,in Philip Barry’s ‘Liberty Jones,’ 
,f0es to Hollywood today (Wednes- 


| preparing for the screen 


| 





gedly made no} 


| Rudolf Valentino, claims 50% 


one of the leads in ‘King’s Row,’ at 
| Warners, She’s due at the studio 
| Monday (7). Sarah Rollitts, of ! 
— Artists bureau, set the 
deal. 


Miss Coleman played the lead last 
|night (Tuesday) on ‘Grand Central 
| Station,’ in an original radio drama 
|}by Sam Locke, brother of actress 
| Katherine Locke. 


, elmi $25,375 in full settlement 


bution 
| day) to be tested by Sam Wood for |! 


Logan are writing; and ‘Murderer’s 
Holiday,’ which Lawrence Hazar 
from 
novel by Donald Henderson Clark 


Garbo’s Duai Rele 


Hollywood, April J 


d is 


tne 


Greta Garbo plays her first dual 
role in pictures in a comedy, still un- 
titled, to be directed by George 
Cukor at Metro. 

Gottfried Reinhardt is the pro- 
ducer and the script is be 78 handled 
by Walter Reisch and Salka Vicrtel. 





VALENTINO’S NEPHEW’ § SUIT 


Jean Guglielmi, or Jean Valentino, 
was denied a summary judgment 
against Artcinema Associates, Inc., 
and Emil C. Jensen in N. Y. supreme 
court last week when Justice Charles 
B. McLaughlin decided there were 
triable issues. Action seeks damages 
of $21,990. Artcinema holds distri- 
rights to the films’ reissues. 
Jensen being the firm’s prez. 

Plaintiff, as the heir (nephew) of 
of the 
net profits.on the reissue of ‘The Son 
of the Sheik’ and ‘The Eagle’ accord- 
ing to a contract made by Valentino 
with Joseph M. Schenck in 1925. The 
defendants claim to have paid Gugli- 
of the 
contract. They ract 
from Schenck. 


acquired the cont 
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Hays Reviews 


Anti-Industry Blast; Annual Report 





After stressing the outstanding in- 
dustry problems, particularly the de- 
pleted foreign market and frozen 
currency, Will Hays lashed out at 
the Temporary National Economic 
Committee for its blast at the film 
business in his report submitted to 
the annual meeting of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn, on Monday (31). It was prob- 
ably the most vigorous and sar- 
castically worded statement by Hays 
in years, quietly tearing apart sev- 
eral points made by the TNEC re- 
port. 

Hays was elected head of the 
MPPDA for the 20th consecutive 
year by the association at the meet- 
ing. Also revealed that he holds a 
five-year contract running until 
March, 1946. Old pact was renewed 
on the basis of terms existing after 
the 20° wage cut installed at the 
Hays office in October, 1939. Under- 
stood Hays insisted that any long- 
term agreement must be on these 
terms. This gives the MPPDA chief 
$80,000 per year since, prior to the 
general wage slashing in the Hays 
organization in 1939, he was receiv- 
ing $100,000. Cuts for other em- 
ployees ranged from 5% to 20% at 
that time. 

Wound Up His Report 

Hays’ thrust at the TNEC 
nearly the conclusion of his report. 
He pointed out that there is no cure- 
all to take the place of planned and 
hard-earned progress in the film 
business. Hays cited the recent 
monograph (issued under the auspi- 
ces of the TNEC) concerning pic- 
ture trade practices and self-regula- 
tion via the production code, and 
after reviewing legislation, litigation 


ing. 
‘The statement is so keen about the 
forest that it overlooks the trees— 


» 
+ 











was | 


Load Up on LeBaron 


Hollywood, April 1. 

William LeBaron took over four 
more yarns for his 1941-42 produc- 
tion program at 20th-Fox. Two of 
them, ‘Flight Surgeon’ and ‘Khyber 
Pass,’ are transfers from Kenneth 
Macgowan’s schedule. 

Other two are ‘Improper Relations’ 
and an untitled story by Jack Jung- 
meyer, Jr., and Maurice Rapf. 








HAYS CAUTIONS 


ALL STUDIOS 
ON CODE 


Problem of following the industry 
self-regulation codes on film produc- 
tion, and advertising them, received 





° | 
more attention than usual from Will | 
Hays in his report to Motion Picture 


Producers & Distributors this week. 
He said it is not enough to follow the 
letter of the film business’ own codes, 
but that vigilance must be exercised 
both in theme and treatment ‘... and 


| that’s a job for every individual stu- 


the essential factors by which the | 


industry grew up, the art developed 
and theatres were vastly multiplied 
until the film became a_ universal 
form of entertainment,’ he said. ‘We 
cannot quarrel, however, with a con- 


clusion reached in the monograph 
that no patent medicine remedies. 
no simple solutions, no _ infallible 


formulas exist for any problems in 
this industry. 

_ On the contrary, to quote from 
ois monograph, written without any 
hearing or submission on the part of 
producers, distributors or exhibitors, 
What the industry needs is ‘more 
than anything else intelligent and 
sympathetic study.’ 

‘The screen is too prominent a 
medium for criticism, right or wrong, 
not to be constantly levelled at it. 
Wholesome criticism allows for con- 
6tant self-examination and stimu- 
lates progress; baseless criticism 
Bives us the opportunity to establish 
the facts about the industry. There 


|over 1939. 


dio as well as for the organized in- 
dustry. The American public, very 
rightfully, will not stand for any 


and arbitration, finds them all want- | violations. 


Hays cited an analysis of critical 
opinion on pictures in 1940 that in- 
dicates only 20 films out of 523 fea- 
ture pictures and 707 shorts were hit 
by serious objection on the basis of 
good taste, and even then equally 
sincere critics were not all agreed. 

Number of pictures based 
crime or horror 


upon 
decreased in 1940 
from the previous year’ under 
MPPDA Production Code Adminis- 
ration operation, according to Hays. 
Western and action pictures still 
hold the lead among films mostly 
handled by PCA. 
Miscellaneous 
the list, 
pictures. 


themes actually led 
representing 45.50% of 523 
This was about 9% increase 
Although the western- 


i action films decreased from 27.4% to 


123.8% to 


will never be a time when we Can | 


6it back and say ‘Content.’ 


: Entertainment Essential 

It is significant that even those 
who would substitute bombs fo 
butter dare not strike entertainment 
off the list of necessities, howeve1 
distorted and adulterated is the 
product they provide. Even tyranny 
éhrinks from this last offense to the 
people,’ he continues. 

Hays stressed that in the debate 
Over the national emergency, the 
screen, as with the press and radio, 
Was subjected to the strains of dif- 
fering opinion. 
Cord could speak for itself on any 
issue that arose. : 


‘Fortunately our re- | 


22%, 115 were still handled by PCA 
Crime and horror films dipped from 
20.65%. Musicals showed 
an improvement, 27 being made com- 
pared to 19 in 1939. Films of social 
category declined from 9.25% to 
6.60°%,. 

More features based 
screen stories were handled by PCA, 


on original 


|percentege rising to 61.8% from 
56.3% in 1939. Pictures produced 
from stage plays increased from 5.8% 

9.8°%, with 51 such films made Ilr 
1940 

Keen competition to build domes- 
tic theatre attendance and offset for- 
eign market losses produced many 
'new types of advertising ideas wit! 
almost twice as many rejections of 
advertisements as in 1939. Rejected 
or revised ads emounted to 324 out 
of 11,256 submitted or 2.8% Much 


It spoke most em- | 


Phatically against any charge that | 


the screen was a breeder of hate. 
The record established that 16% 


of | 


the newsree] clips dealt with a var-| 
iety of people and current events | 


related to national defense; while 
Only 2.4% of the short subjects and 
5% of the features approved during 
1940 had any relation, direct or in- 
direct, to European politics of the 
European war.’ 
Lauds Newsreels 

Hays praised the newsreel cover- 

age of the war, and its fine job under 


trying circumstances. He also lauded | 


the trade press. He claimed that 
there was an increased use of films 
as teaching aids in schools, with the 
industry continuing to make avail- 
(Continued on page 20) 


of this material later was brought 
into conformity with the Hays office 
Advertising Code, less than 1% 
finally being objectionable. 

Hays pointed out that increased 
watchfulness was exercised by the 
Advertising Advisory Council in 
1940 because it was aware of flood of 
new edvertising ideas. 





Paul Jones’ New Par Deal 

Hollywood, April As 
Paul Jones was signed to a new 
seven-year contract to produce high- 
budget pictures at Paramount, the 
first holdover from the old regime to 

close a deal under B. G. De Sylva. 
During the last year Jones pro- 
duced ‘The Road to Zanzibar’ and 
handled the reins on the pictures dl- 


r 


rected by Preston Sturges 


4 
v 


Film Year, Lashes TNEC 


NET ALGO RUNS 





Reduction in Costs of Cov- 
erage, Notably European, 
a Prime Factor in Increas- 
ing the Net Profit 





UP RENTALS NOW? 





Gross business igs up for a ma- 





| jority of U. S. newsreels. Also net 


+ ssiciliiseaideel 


ANEAD OF 1340) 





| revenue is running higher than it 
did a year ago. 

Some 
account for the recent spurt in total 
money garnered weekly, but most of 


them admit that the reduction in 
expenses, originally budgeted in 
covering the European war, naturally 
has aided the net take. Many news- 
reel editors believe the revived in- 
terest in news screen clips because 
of present world events, including 
the war and national defense, has 
| produced & larger number of ac- 
counts for the newsreel companies, 


newsreel 





| 


| 
executives can’t | 





Despite this encouraging sign, 
with a couple of newsreel companies 
reporting $1,800 additional revenue 
weekly, the same low rental scale 
has been maintained in selling the 
|newsreel. Few film company execu- | 
tives believe that the general rental 
scale can be raised until distributors 
break away from present alignments 
and sell the newsreel separately and 
entirely on its merits. 


In the face of mounting produc- 
tion costs, wage scales and other ex- 
|penses going into the making of a 
newsreel twice per week, American 
newsreels continue to be the sales- 
bargaining football of exhibitors. 
Until they are lifted from this cate- | 
gory, major distribution companies | 
are none too optimistic about their 
future as money-makers, 


Present indication is that if better 
rental terms are not obtainable for 
them in 1941-42 selling season, | 
when are separately by | 
most companies, other means will be 


effort to 


the 


they sold 


sought out in an boost the 
rent 


11 fee per reel 


reviving the 


There is talk of 

long-discussed plan for 
a two-reel newsreel, iss ice per 
week or a one-issue setup, each one 
being around 1,000 feet in length in- 
stead of 700-800, as now. Idea 


would to reduce the print 


led o 


on 
this be 


cost, 


even though lab 


} lig 
iS #8 DPE em, 
r 


work probably is at 


its lowest point in history. 


which presently 


| Development of the special 
phase of newsreel coverage also will 


issue 


be tried this season by at least two 


newsreels. It was experimented with 


»>] 1 #.,11 — £ ~~? 
scale last fall on footbali 


game and w be employed again 
ext 1 on grid events and big na- 
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yut King t aeve g the 
vaiue of tne né et aiv 
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next fall for all distributors con- 
cerned with reels excepting Univer- 
sal. It is a move to get the news- 
reels out of the present rut which 


sees them regarded first as a play- 
thing of exhibitors and secondly, 
often rated as a goodwill 


the parent distributing company. 


builder for 


As presently constituted, too many 
lof the newsreels are loaded with 
| publicity blurbs, concealed or other- 
| wise. Publicity yarns are made on 
| maj tars, stories or prod- 
bally. These sort of 
clips also creep into reels through | 
high-pressuring of different groups. | 
Exhibs are almost as They | 
| constantly are in the market, putting 
the s! on the newsreels to get spe 


ories covered but seldom are 


Major company 


uct, as advance 


bad. 
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British Film Propaganda’s Mistakes 
May Cue U.S. Not to Repeat Same 
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An 
store for American exhibitors, in the 
matter of 


inkling of what may be in 


A Hand-Sitter 





defense 


| 
national 


Washington, April 1. 

New way to keep the United 
States out of war and preserve 
neutrality toward the European 
belligerents was suggested to the 
Senate Monday (31). 

Senator Robert R. Reynolds of 
North Carolina, violent isolation- | 
ist, would like to have audiences 


propa- 
| ganda pictures, if the same so-called 
| errors in handling such films is made 
|as in Great Britain, is contained in 
| reports from London about exhibi- 
| tors protesting against alleged com- 
petition from the British govern- 
ment’s Ministry of Information pic- 
ture activity. Two branches of the 
English Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Association voiced strong opposition 
ternational controversies. | to. this activity after having pre- 
| viously passed a resolution to re- 
frain from showing any more MOI! 
films unless the competition with the 


PRODUCERS AT exhibitors’ business was halted, 
| British exhibitors did not mind 
ATH IN FOR showing so-called war propaganda 


and educational defense subjects on 
Hollywood, April 1. 


their regular shows, no matter how 
Shakeup among the high-ranking 


prohibited from applauding 
when motion pictures are shown 
that deal in any way with in- 











dull as entertainment, but they have 
raised protests when similar Minis- 
try of Information pictures were 
shown gratis (either 35-millimeter 
or 16-mm.) in opposition to regular 
cinema performances. This was re- 
garded as unfair competition, and as 
such should be stopped by the Brit- 
ish government agency. 

The British exhibitors did not ob- 
ject to propaganda films _ being 
shown in spots where there were no 
theatres, but they viewed the intro- 





execs on the 20th-Fox lot is presaged 


by the high number of full produc- 
ers and associate producers, working 
on a schedule of 44 features 


: “ duciion of free propaganda film 
Recent signing of William Le- | > cg ge Mae BF pte eoton Rye 
-. snk Ss Owns nner oh -mas al- 
Baron, Ernst Lubitsch and Mark edhe 


ready existed as constituting a waste 


Hellinger started speculation that the 


: |of public money. On the other 
associate producer list may be cut 
ons ; : hand a high official with the Minis- 
down. These three, with Sol M ; ; , 
ee oe a wd ; try of Information held that it had 
Wurtzel, are slated to handle the ‘ st 
Pree or . the right to display propaganda films 
| production reins on 25 pictures, 


whenever it considered their show- 
ing in the public interest. 
Exhibitors in U. S. are watching 
closely to see that defense propa- 
ganda films are not sent out in free 
Government shows in direct compe- 
tition to regular theatre perform- 


leaving only 19 for 10 associates: 
Harry Joe Brown, Harold Clurman, 
Ralph Dietrich, Lou Edelman, Nun- 
nally Johnson, Robert Kane, Lou 
Ostrow, Walter Morosco, William 
Perlberg and Milton Sperling. 


SAM COCALIS ESTATE 
LIQUIDATING HOUSES 


ances, They almost uniformly be- 
| lieve that proper propaganda 


| pictures, already being shown on a 
modest scale in most theatres here, 
should go into regular theatres. And 


| that the present emergency neve! 
aaixrs | should provide the excuse for the 
The theatres of Cocalis Amuse-| Government to launch a series of 


ment Enterprises, headed by the late free film shows, as is being done in 
Sam _ Cocalis are being slowly | Great Britain. 
liquidated with a view to washing up 


se Sntesests of the Cocalis estate €n-/ A) Meenas Fane 
LITeELY ocallerec house in the New 
t ly. Scattered t) A 
York and northern New Jersey area | BRITISH PIC IN UJ S 
¥ ] 
are being turned over to indepen- ° ° 
| 
dents, following the first majcr deal | —— 
vit} 2K ransfe! no merc ° 
1 RKO tra be . a ‘ Deal was nearing consummation in 
? " Tat) + 7K ( « 9 - mm 1 
B “a house O aves Fee > mKoura N Y. vesterday (7 lesday ) whereby 
Theat! the ole ., TOP> S ‘ : 
C nM sige whe ge NBet- | Universal would obtain U. S. dis- 
ocalis Circult are nirtually jiqui . . ‘ " 
; ” tribution rights for ‘Quiet Wedding,’ 
ated, according to Joe Kaitch, ad- ee 4 . 
as , : British quote film, from Paramount, 
ministrator for the estate of the late | ,, . ’ a 
. Negotiations nave peen in progress 
Jack Springer, a former partner of|, , le 8 
‘ , Pa ee .:., for about two weeks Par is dis- 
Cocalis. Most of the house n which ‘ a : c 
, ributing th i] ir rreat ritair 
Springer had a direct interest have tributing the film in Great Britain 
4 . y ; } 4 . +1 retic 
: - in holds options on he 1 uctic 
been turned over to the Skouras cir- | 294 holds options on the production 
cuit for the rest of the world. Probably 
wil distribute elsewhere in the 
I e 
ac ‘ ’ ; ( r N ¢ ° wy D i ed by 
Jas. Roosevelt Due Into 2 W ; 
lon) n F j quota 


N.Y. via D.C.. Next Mex. | purposes, the producer sharing in 


‘ly 9 — } | Pm J uy} } u 
James Ro ve] : 0 Ch P ea ina Zz. DOUIK Ol Whnicn Was Vv 
f 7 the ( " P p P i 4 4 P } ‘ n Wi t< j 
, ; tary ay h, Nia 7i 
a nal A ) ‘ € np al ‘ 
rectly to Washington upon ar- | bombs struck studio, killing two 
rival. He j expected } Ne York technicians on the lot. 
tomorrow (Thursday) or Friday for : ; pean 
the opening of his first production, 
. . 
‘Pot O’ Gold,’ at the Roxy Friday W d S | d P d 
(4) ”, WOOd oigns indie rrod. 
: } 
Producer, who is on short leave | D ] With P RKO 
from the Marine Corps, will return ea it ar, 
to the Coast before heading for 
Mexico City, where his film will be 
ae ‘ eas é i ywood, April 1. 
preemed amidst a Motion Picture Holl hare Apri 
haatins 1A a cteeact cho , Sam Wood signed two releasing 
Festival built around it in coopera- , ‘th RKO and P : each 
tion with the Mexican government callir be . ys ms 4 — ’ inh tele gota ‘ _— 
} 4 1) } } calling for tne independent yroauce 
Mex celebration will be from April | 7: _— = ee ee I Rite 
12-15 tion of one picture annually for three 
years. He is also reported dickering 
| with United Artists for a similar con- 
° O tract. 
Piazza Back at RK First Paramount picture is ‘Miss 
Hollywood, April 1 | Susie Slagle,” to be made after he 
Ben Piazza returns to RKO iu /| finishes his current job on ‘King’s 
arge of new talent. | Row’ at Warners. 
He was formerly at the studio in Music Corp. of America (J. C. 
t capacity a as Ca g supe Stein) is financing Wood's independ- 
isor. ent unit 
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EXHIBS STARTING TO FILE SEPARATE 


COMPLAINTS AGAINST DISTRIBUTORS 








| . . 
No Bunching ’Em—Theory of Scattering Consent | Hedda Mothering Again 


Decree Beefs Is on Premise of Diversifying the 


Squawks for a Better P 





Instead of putting all their eggs 
{n one basket, exhibitors are be- 
ginning to file separate complaints 
against distributors apparently in 
the hope that if they lose against 
one distributor they may win a case 
brought against another. Also, cer- 
tain theatres are consolidating com- 
plaints under clearance and ‘some 
run’ on the ground that they are 
related, or that they may emerge 
victor on one or the other. 

In connection with complaints | 
brought for some run, theatres are | 
at the same time demanding a spe- 
cific run which, according to the 
American Arbitration Association, 
eannot be arbitrated until the be- 
ginning of the new season’s (1941- 
42) deliveries starting Sept. 1 next. 
However, this is to be contested by 
the Ken, Chicago, an independent, 
which will appeal to the Appeals 
Board in New York following dis- 
missal of its case by the Chicago 
tribunal. Attorney for the Chicago 
indie, demanding a specific run, will 
argue the arbitrator, if thinking a 
theatre should have some run, that 
it should be designated now and 
that such specification should be- 
come part of granting some run. 

Interpretation of the consent de- 
cree and its intent as worked out 
by the Department of Justice is that 
while an exhibitor is entitled to 
some run, regardless of what the 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Hedda Hopper, creator of the 
protengd role in the Aldrich Family 


| Series, plays the same part again in 


ercentage in Decisions 





+ ithe next Paramount picture, ‘Henry 
| filed, 


imi i sident.’ 
claiming the Pontiac and | for Presi 
Strand at Ogdenburg, N. Y., were ob- | Jimmy Lydon takes over Jackie 
taining unfair clearance over the | Cooper's part as Henry and Charley 
Canton town. | Smith replaces Eddie Bracken as 
While up to now the only squawks Dizzy. 
of exhibs has dealt with clearance 
and some run, on Friday (28) the 
Star, Lupton, Colorado, came forth SCHINES MAY SWITCH 
‘with the first beef concerning the | 
| withholding of prints. E. K, Men-| HEADQUARTERS TO N. Y. 
| augh, operator of the Lupton house, 
lclaims that prints of all five com- 











lof the Rex, Brighton, Colo. 


| panies (WB, RKO, Par, Metro, 20th) 
are being withheld from him in favor 





PASCAL ON COAST T0 
EDIT DOWN ‘BARBARA’ 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Gabriel Pascal, sole producer of 
George Bernard Shaw’s plays on the | 
screen, is editing ‘Major Barbara’ at 
General Service studio, preparatory 
to its release within three weeks. 





shown in England, but further edit- 
ing is required before it is ready for 
the American market. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 1. 

















distributor decides, he may not com- 
plain as to what run he will receive 
and whether it is unfair, as desig- 
nated by the distrib after some run 
is granted, until Sept. 1 when it ap- 
plies to 1941-42 product. As a result 
of this interpretation, the Sosna, 
Mexico, Mo., which filed for a spe- 
cific run in St. Louis, has with- 
drawn its complaint. In this par- 
ticular instance, the complaint de- 
manding some run, was against Par, 
Warners, Metro, RKO and 20th-Fox. 


Ken, Chi, Appealing 


Although the Ken, Chicago, hopes 
to fight it out before the Appeals 
Board of the AAA against all of 
the Big Five, it is regarded as vir- 
tually certain that it will lose so far 
as a specific run is concerned be- 
cause of the intent of the decree 
itself, and pointed out that where 
such cases may be filed locally, the 
arbitrator’s hands are virtually tied 
unless the exhib is merely looking 
for some run at this time. 

Under this particular phase of the 
decree it is explained that an ex- 
hibitor now getting no run at all 
should seek ‘some run’ and where 
that is granted by the arbitrator but 
the distributor allocates a run that 
is seemingly unfair to the exhib 
he then has a right to declare for 
the run he thinks he is entitled to. 
This applies, however, only to indie 
exhibs who own or operate no more 
than five houses. 

The filing of separate complaints, 
so far only under some run and 
clearance, may mean considerable 
extra cost to both sides if the policy 
becomes widespread since separate 
filing costs, hearings, arbitrators, etc. 


figure for exhibs doing that as well | 


as for distributors. 


London’s 2 Complaints 
In Detroit, Julius London, indie, 


Vivian Mason inked player deal at 
| 20th-Fox. 

Eleanor Powell drew new contract 
at Metro. 


and changed his name to Paul Hern- 
don. 

Metro handed Larry Nunn a 
minor’s contract. 


RKO closed player deal with 
Frances Neal. 
Warners renewed Richard Ma- 


cauley’s writing contract, 

Superior Court approved minor 
Charlie Smith’s contract with Para- 
mount. 

Warners picked up® Ben Stoloff’s 
director option. 

Paramount renewed Charles Brack- 
jett’s writing pact. 
| Herman J. Mankiewicz signed to 
scripting deal by 20th-Fox. 
| David O. Selznick handed an act- 
|ing ticket to John Alden King. 
| Richard Carroll drew one-year 
| writing contract at Columbia. 
| Ken Englund signed to script three 
| pictures for 20th-Fox. 

Columbia closed a player deal 
with Ileen O’Hearn. 

20th-Fox lifted Bonnie Bannon’s 
player option. 

Universal handed Claire Dodd a 
player ticket. 

Paramount 





lifted player options 


and Frances Gifford. 
Michael Ames inked player ticket 
at Warners. 


RKO signed Paul Hernried, actor, | 


on Stirling Hayden, Albert Dekker | 


Reported the Schine Bros., operat- 
ing around 150 theatres in upper 
New York State, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Maryland, is planning to move home 
offices from Gloversville, N. Y., to 
New York City with the coming of 
the consent decree. 

Circuit, headed by Meyer and J. 
Louis Schine, is one of three that 
was sued by the U. S. government 
under the anti-trust laws as a follow- 
up to the case brought against all of 
the major distributors. 





Rough cut of the film has been | UA-WB Stymie in Pitt 


° ? de’ will b de in N York t 
Stalls Dictator Date eats Geen valiens “aa the came 





Inability of United Artists 
| Warner Bros. circuit execs in Pitts- 
| burgh to get together on percentage 
|terms for a moveover engagement of 


i “The Great Dictator’ resulted in the | 


| 


and ; 


New Selling Season 
Not Influencing Detroit 





Detroit, April 1. 
Although counsel indicated that a 
| swift decision in view of the new 
selling season was highly desirable 
in the anti-trust suit brought by Mid- 
west Theatres, Inc., against the Co- 
operative Theatres of Michigan, 
Federal Judge Frank A. Picard in- 
dicated that he could not take this 
factor into consideration in reaching 


running for months. 

Final evidence was put in and the 
attorneys argued that a new selling 
‘season is starting and that the new 
type of selling under the block-of- 
five system required a quick settle- 
ment of the conflict. However, court 
replied that matters involved were 
of major concern and could not be 
hastened. The plaintiffs were given 
until April 14 to file the brief of their 
contentions while the Co-ops were 
given until May 5 to file an answer. 

Following that the final arguments 
will be heard before Judge Picard 
makes decision on the Midwest 
charges of unfair trade practices in 
which its houses suffered. 


Col. Muliing Roadshow 
For ‘Penny Serenade’ 








Decision by Columbia on possi- 
bility of roadshowing ‘Penny Seren- 





pany get together for huddles. Pic 
has created considerable enthusiasm 
| in the distributing outfit and Nate 
Spingold went to the Coast over the 
| weekend to see the rough print. 
| He’ll report back next Monday (7). 
| Meeting with Spingold to make 


booking being cancelled just a few) tne decision will be Jack Cohn and 


open at the Warner theatre. 
Picture had been playing the Penn 


ner on Friday (28), 
{WB failed to come to an agreement 
by late Thursday. Warner ads that 
iday had already announced ‘Dic- 
|tator’ and were yanked hurriedly 
| out of the Friday a.m. dailies. House 
filliped with a double-bill, ‘You're 
| the One’ and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan.’ 
| Warner had played ‘Dictator’ five 
| months ago at advanced admish. UA 
is now asking 50% for the pic, but 
| had agreed to substantially less than 
|that for the WB circuit deal, it is 
| understood. 
| still further concessions. 





| Col. Herron’s Duties 


Col. Frederick L. Herron, formerly 
manager of the Hays office foreign 
|department, has been appointed 
head of the U.S. Army Motion Pic- 
(ture Service as his initial assign- 
ment in active service with the Ad- 
| jutant-General’s office in Washing- 
ton. Herron was in N.Y. for a short 
|time yesterday (Tuesday) checking 
| with the local office which is in 
| charge of Thomas H. Martell. 
| Herron will be in Washington most 
of the time but also will make trips 
to various offices of the Picture Serv- 
| ice in all parts of U.S. Service books 
all motion pictures for army camps. 








| 


Disney-Goldwyn Hookup May See 
An Unique Merchandizing Plan 





i 


Collaboration of Walt Disney and 


| tion, which will be released in May; 


|hours before the film was slated to | Rube Jackter 


and was slated to move to the War- | 
but UA and/} 


who returned from 
Florida this week, and Abe Monta- 


week. ‘Serenade’ has 
release April 24 if not roadshown. 





Montgomery On Loan 


For Columbia’s ‘Heaven’ 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Metro loaned Robert Montgomery 
to Columbia for the top role in 
‘Heaven Can Wait,’ slated to roll 
April 15. 
Picture, based on a stage play by 
Harry Segall, is Everett Riskin’s 





WB, however, wanted | first producer assignment since re- 


turning to the lot. Alexander Hall 


| directs. 
» a ae A a A i i i 


'{ More Complaints 


| NO9-444-06-64446664646446464664 
Buffalo, April 1. 


bitration board got under way Mon- 
day (31) before Weldon D. Smith, 
local department store head, as ar- 
| bitrator. Complaint by Richard De- 
Tota, operating the Genesee the- 
atre at Mt. Morris, requested that 
20th, Warners, Universal and Mon- 
Ogram be 
‘some run’ as against the opposition 
Family theatre. Fox was represented 
by Percy Heiliger, of N. Y. office le- 
gal department. 

Case discontinued against War- 
ners by stipulation of complainant. 
Universal and Monogram, though 
named, are also out because of no 
jurisdiction over them. 

Case proceeds against 20th only 
with Martina Circuit, operators of 
the opposition Family as intervenor. 





sion. 
days. 


Briefs to be submitted in 15 


Court to Rush Decision 


a decision in the case which has been | 


' gue, who is due back later in the | 
been set for | 


First case before the Bufifilo ar- | 


directed to license him | 


Evidence closed after all-day ses- | 


has brought two different cases de- | Sam Goldwyn on a life story of Hans 
manding some run. In one com-| Christian Anderson will have no 
plaint it’s in the name of his Mid-| bearing on other production or re- 
town there against all of the Big/| leasing plans of either of the film- 
Five, while in the other it’s his De- makers. Work on the Anderson film 
Luxe, also against all of the five| is not slated to start at either studio 
consenting distribs. Both houses/| until fall and likelihod is that it 
have been shut out from runs from| Will not be released until late in the 
these distribs but the complaints are | SPTing of 1942, ~ 
brought separately and it could hap-| Plan, it is understood, is for Gold- 
pen where one arbitrator refuses to| W¥n to make the life story of the 
grant a run, the other might. famous writer of children’s stories 
In New Orleans where Charles with Disney to do cartoons of the 
Wollner, operator of drive-ins, has | fairy ene ne wrote. These would 
filed no less than three different a vores a at gga 
; 9 ales chronologically as 
Cases on sme fun, he brings single Anderson knocked them out. Alter- 
complaints against Paramount, Metro nate plan is t 1] : ‘ 
and Warner Bros. ae 0 sell exhibs a ‘pack- 
‘ age’ of films containing the Gold- 
During the past week two separate 
clearance complaints were filed at 
the Albany office of the AAA. They | 
were brought by the American, | 








Disney animations of the fairy tales 
to be played on the same bill. 
Disney now has three features 


Canton, N. Y., one case being against | nearing the completion stage. First 
RKO, the other against Warners.;is ‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ using a 
The same theatre in each instance combination of cartoons and live ac- 


wyn feature and, in separate reels, | 


| second is ‘Dumbo,’ to be released in 
|.4ugust, and third is ‘Bambi,’ to be 
released in October. ‘Bambi’ may be 

roadshown and have Fantasound re- 

cording, similar to Disney’s ‘Fan- 
_tasia.’ Fact is, if it lives up to ex- 
|pectations, Disney has an idea of 
ee it into the same theatres now 
| housing ‘Fantasia’ when that peters 
| out, 

Goldwyn starts work April 15 on 
‘Little Foxes,’ which will be his first 
since he freed himself from United 
Artists. His releasing plans stil] 
, hang in the air, with ‘Anderson’ hav- 
ing little effect, since it is assumed 
that any deal he reaches will permit 
him to release the Disney collabora- 
, tion separately. 
| Disney office, which releases 
, through RKO, emphasized, as it has 
|Tepeatedly in the past, that its deals|ence, N. J., 
with RKO are always for one fea- | major distribs. Intervenor in the 
ture at a time. It stated there was | case is Ben Amsterdam, head of the 
no assumption that RKO would auto- | Atlantic Theatres, Inc., an indie cir- 
matically get the ‘Anderson’ film. cuit. 





2d Boston Beef 
Boston, April 1. 

Local AAA office has received its 
second clearance case since it opened 
two months ago. 
operator of three Manchester, N. H., 
houses, seeks earlier releases of 
feature pix from Paramount, RKO, 
WB, Loew’s, 20th. Also mentioned 
in complaint is State Operating Co., 
owner of an opposition house in 
Manchester. 





Ist Philly Case Up Friday 
Philadelphia, April 1. 
The first arbitration case filed in 
Philly office will be heard Friday 
(4) before Robert J. Callaghan, local 
attorney, named as arbitrator. Case 





against some of the 


Julien Descoteau, | 


was filed by Florence theatre, Flor- | 


HEAVY TRADE 
IN RKO, PAR, 
~ UCOMMON 


Washington, April 1, 

Heavy trading in RKO, Paramount 
and Universal Pictures stocks re- 
| corded last week in the Securities & 
| Exchange Commission’s January gur- 
vey. 
| Biggest deal was purchase of 11,- 
| 600 shares of RKO $1 par common 
for the Atlas Corp. (Floyd Odlum 
trust) in 16 separate transactiong 
which brought the Atlas holdings to 
744,496 shares. An additional 1,200 
shares of 6% convertible preferred 
was registered for Atlas, bringing 
holdings in that stock to 36,681 
shares. Atlas Corp.—listed as ‘bene- 
ficial owner’—also was credited with 
ownership of 327,812 warrants for 
common, while the American Co, 
was shown holding 268,230 shares of 
$1 par common stock in the picture 
company. 

Interests of Preston Davie, Man- 
hattan director of Universal, who 
picked up 20 shares of 8% cumula- 
tive first preferred stock in the com- 
pany during January, revealed that 
he held 50 shares of this stock and 
100 shares of $1 par common stock 
of the company at the end of Janu- 
ary. Belated interests of Peyton Gib- 
son were listed through securities 
owned by Universal Corp. which, in 
September, bought 2,000 shares $1 
par common to bring its total to 
230,927 shares and, at the same time, 
showed holdings of 220 shares of 8% 
cumulative first preferred and 20,000 
shares of 7% cumulative second pree 
ferred. 

Purchase of 400 shares of Para- 
mount Pix, Inc., $1 par common, 
upped Henry Ginsberg, Hollywood 
official, to 500 shares, with Edwin L. 
Wiesl, New York director, listed as 
having 100 shares of same at the end 
of the year. Wiesl also was recorded 
|as having disposed of an interest in 
| 3,200 shares of 6% convertible second 
| preferred stock of the company, wip- 
ing out his holdings in that line. 

Only other film stock revelation 
‘concerned the receipt of 500 shares 
|of Trans Lux Corp. $1 par common 
|stock in July last year by Leslie 
|E. Thompson, New York official, as 
compensation. 


| 
EBELE MOVES TO PAR 
AS PRODUCTION HEAD 


Hollywood, April 1, 

New production manager at Par- 
|amount is Ed Ebele, who resigned 
| as assistant production manager at 
20th-Fox to assume the new job. 

| Simultaneously Charles Boren, in 
charge of industrial relations on the 
Par lot, was upped to the studio 
manager post recently vacated by T. 
Keith Glennon. A. B. Hilton was 
advanced from service manager to 


assistant studio manager. 
| 

















‘Heaven Too,’ 14 Wks. At 
Mex Theatre, Sets Mark 


} 
| Mexico City, April 1. 
| The longest run record for a film 
'at one stand here has been estab- 
lished by ‘All This, and Heaven Too’ 
(WB), with 14 conscutive weeks at 
j;the Cine Rex, 1,000-seater. Pic 
played to tariffs that ranged from $3 
(Mex.) (60c U. S.) the first two 
weeks, $2.50 (Mex.) (50c) the next 
two weeks and $1.50 (30c) the rest of 
} the run. 

‘Heaven’ run was. only ap- 
{proached by ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
| (M-G), with latter’s six weeks at the 
Cine Alameda and three week at the 
Cine Iris, simultaneous with the 
Alameda exhibition. 


Lenser Sues to Work 


Los Angeles, April 1. 

Damage suit for $151,000 was filed 
by Otto Dyar, still cameraman, 
against 15 motion picture studios and 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
| Stage Employes. Plaintiff charges 
| the IATSE with keeping him out of 
}a job. 

Complaint asserts Dyar joined the 
union in 1928 and was in good stand- 
ing when he went to work for Gau- 
mont British in London in 1935. Re- 
turning, he declares, he was refused 
j Te: dmission to the union. 
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Col. Details Intra-Studio Deals 
In Asking Dismissal of Its Suit 


Filing a long (120 pages) general 
denial of all charges Columbia Pic- 
tures Corp. on Monday (31) applied 
in N. Y. federal court for a dismissal 
of the Government antitrust suit 
against it on numerous grounds. The 

ist of Columbia’s denial is that it 

not a major film producer or dis- 
tributor, and that the Government 
is barking up the wrong tree when 


~ it attacks it. 


The answer starts off with a gen- 
eral denial of charges and then states 
that from 1929-39 Columbia dis- 
tributed 273 features, 71 ‘A’ produc- 
tions, and 80 Westerns of its own, 
and eight A’s, 54 features and 47 
westerns produced by others. The 
company claims that from 1927-39 
there were a total of 9,169 features 

roduced, with the majors making 

581 and independents 5,588. 

Columbia points out the rising cost 
of picture-making, by showing that 
from 1924-28 it averaged 22 features 
per season at a cost of $729,370, 
while from 1928-39 it averaged 44 
features at a cost of $5,981,100, and 
in the 1939-40 season the cost of its 
product was $9,368,600. 

Columbia’s Difficulties 

Columbia found it difficult to se- 
gure proper distribution for its pic- 
tures in the beginning, it is claimed, 
with major film producers estab- 


lished in the field, either refusing to | 


distribute altogether or imposing 
such harsh terms as to make a profit 
impossible. The company then was 
forced to go to the banks in 
and borrow $750,000 and start its 
own distribution exchanges. Co- 
lumbia then lists a number of inde- 
pendent producers who have been 
affiliated with a number of compa- 
nies. These are Walt Disney, David 
Loew, Walter Wanger, Emanuel 
Cohn, B. P. Schulberg, Hal Roach, 
Sol Lesser and David O. Selznick. 
The cost of ‘A’ pictures today is 
$883,500 against $202,900 in 1932, 
while the cost of other features has 


tisen from $101,100 in 1932 to $129,- | 


800 for Columbia today. 

Distribution today is actually part 
ef production and cannot be 
vorced from it. 
gradually merged as a 
necessity. 

This has been due to the great ad- 
vance in the business and the great 
amount of money spent in produc- 
tion which makes it necessary that 
producers have their own facilities 
for protecting their respective in- 
vestments. It is only when the pro- 
ducer has a very small investment 
in the picture and has little to lose, 
or when the distributor centributes 
to the cost of the picture, that the 
producer is willing to entrust the 
distribution to others. 

Stars Evenly Split 

Columbia then lists its loans to 
Majors and independents to show it 
split evenly in distributing its stars. 
In 1933 Columbia lent 11 stars to 
majors against four to independents; 
in 1934 it was 13 to the majors 
against nine to independents; in 1935 
it was 23 to the majors against 18 
to independents: in 1936 it was 26 to 
the majors against 16 to independ- 
ents; in 1937 it was 15 to the majors 
against 33 to independents; in 1938 
it was eight to the majors against 
six to independents; in 1939 it was 
three to the majors against three to 
indies; in 1940 the majors received 
four and independents two, while 
the majors .have borrowed one 
Player in 1941 and independents 
none. 


The same proportion holds true of 


matter of 


Columbia’s borrowing its stars from | 


majors and independents. Columbia 
states that borrowing and lending is 
necessary for it to survive. In 1937 


it points out radio spent $45,000,000 | 


On talent and that pictures have had 
to meet the terrific competition of 
radio, and step up production. Costs 
have risen and plays and originals 
are far more expensive than pre- 
viously, 

Columbia does not get a break 
from the majors either, it points out, 
showing that it paid RKO $50.000 
above Katharine Hepburn’s salary 


to borrow the actress for ‘Holiday.’ | 


It has never pooled its players or 
Stars and remains an independent. 
At the outset of the suit the other 
majors had 346 stars under contract 





High Average 





Hollywood, April 1. 
Edgar Kennedy was renewed 
for the llth year in the ‘Mr. 
Average Man’ shorts series at 
RKO. 
His 67th ‘Average’ role starts 
this week. 


PROPOSED NY. ALLIED 
UNIT BLASTS MPTOA 


Buffalo, April 1. 
Proposed new Allied States in- 
‘dependent exhibitors association 
held an organization luncheon at 
Hotel Statler here this week. Gather- 
ing was by invitation contained in 
letters to local exhibs over the signa- 
ture of an Auburn (N. Y.) theatre 


;owner. Letter, which blasted the 
MPTOA, credited the new organiza- 
tion activity to Thornton Kelly, and 














1929 | 


di- | 
The two fields have | 


listed Sydney Samuelson as prin- 
cipal speaker at the luncheon. 


| Meeting was reported sparsely at- | 


i|tended with no information avail- 
able as to membership or plans. 





MPTOA-Indies’ Joint Meet 
Los Angeles, April 1. 


Owners and the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America is slated 
here June 8-10 for the first time in 
the history of the two organizations. 
|Ed. L. Kuykendall, president of 
| MPTOA, and Robert H. Poole, sec- 
‘retary of PCCITO, arranged the 
{double conclave as a ‘good will’ 
gathering, with all branches of the 


film industry eligible to participate. | 


Before leaving for his home in 
Columbus, Miss., Kuykendall warned 
ithe industry that 
| problems, including the consent de- 
cree, which, he declared, 


is NOW a 


law and should be given a thorough | 


tryout before any branch of the pic- 
ture business attempts to upset it. 
A goodwill convention at this time, 
he asserted, is just what the business 
needs, in view of various legislative 
threats. 

One of the threats, Kuykendall 
said, is a Congressional proposal for 
nationwide daylight savings. A num- 
ber of protests against the proposed 
legislation have 


Coast. A _ unified 
sections of the country, he declared, 


would go a long way toward killing 
the bill. 


Balioon (Not Bubble) 
Dance Suit Vs. Chaplin 


De Haven, dancer 
Monday 








and 
(31) in 


Charles 
writer, filed suit 


N. Y. federal court against Charles | 


Chaplin and United Artists Corp, 
seeking an injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages 
‘The Great Dictator’ infringes on a 
dance routine he created. The dance, 
written in 1920 in conjunction with 
'Fred Nice, who has assigned his 
rights, is called ‘Mulligan and Mulli- 
gan, from the West in Follies of 
|1776... De Haven and Nice were a 
standard act in the 20s. 

The part claimed to be stolen is 
called ‘Comedy Balloon Dance,’ and 
it is alleged that Chaplin’s routine 
with a balloon uses the poses, ges- 
tures and mimicries of plaintiff's 
dance, 





to Columbia’s six. Columbia has 
i been boycotted in distribution and 
always splits its product between 
majors and independent theatres. 
The company points out the suit 
has already been decided in the In- 
terstate case in Texas, and concludes 


with a plea for a dismissal of the | 


action, 


+ 


Joint Convention of Pacific Coast | 
|Commerce of Independent Theatre | 


it faces serious | 


been registered in|} 
the cast, but none from the Pacific 
protest from all} 


charging that | 


BACK-PAY S 





TORM 





+ 


Some See Consent 


THREAT TO STUDIO 
‘LABOR RELATIONS 


Wage-Hour Hearings Touch 





Decree Curbing 


Houses Using Gimmicks or Duals 


on Clearance 





Off Moot Retroactive Point 
—Coin Being Spent So 
AFL Must Deliver—Drive 


to Unionize Disney 


Call Me Nick 


Los Angeles, April 1. 
Most enthusiastic hat-passer 
for Greek War Relief collec- 
tions at the RKO-Hillstreet thea- 





——— 


SCRIBES BARGAIN 


tre is Joe Armando, assistant 
anne manager. 
Armando is of Italian extrac- 
Hollywood, April 1. tion. 


Threatened labor-producer clash | 
over a mythical $3,000,000 back pay 
jackpot, plus an American Federa- 
tion of Labor drive to unionize the 
Walt Disney studio, threatens to 
blast the peaceful studio relations 
that have existed for several months. 

The stage for the $3,000,000 battle 
was set during the Wage and Hour 
hearings here on certain disputed 
classifications. The hearings have 
been completed and a report for 
Washington is now being prepared 
by Merle D. Vincent, chief of the 
hearings branch of the Wage and 
Hour Administration. But hundreds 
of the film workers have already | 
started spending their retroactive 
pay, and the union business repre- 
| sentatives are going to be on the 
| spot unless they can deliver. 

Plans for the Disney scrap are 
now being completed by Meyer 
Lewis, western director of the AFL; 
Aubrey Blair, AFL international rep- 
resentative; Herbert Sorrell, business 
representative of Moving Picture 
| Painters Local 644, and George E. 
Bodle, attorney for the Screen Car- 
| toonists Guild, which claims juris- 
| diction over 700 Disney employes. Hollywood, April 1. 
The Screen Publicists Guild, Society | _ Ben Carter, colored comic at 20th- 
of Motion Picture Film Editors and | Fox, is organizing a troupe to put 
| other independent crafts are certain|0n weekly entertainment for the 
|to be drawn into the fight, with a/| 8,000 Negro soldiers at Fort Hua- 
| possibility that other studios will be- | chuca, in Arizona, First show goes 
come involved. eee a eo, - 

ues or e weekly programs 
_ RA ate {include Clarence Muse, Eddie 
| The main fireworks, however, will | (Rochester) Anderson, Hattie Mc- 
| be the union blitzkrieg to” collect | Daniel, Mantan Moeland, Eddie Best, 
| $3,000,000 in retroactive pay since the Hattie Noel, Paul White and others, 
(Continued on page 12) | with Carter as emcee. 








6 WEEKS’ SEVERANCE 
FOR WAR LOOKS OK 


Hollywood, April 1. 

Screen Office Employes Guild de- 
mand for severance pay of at least 
six weeks’ salary for members called 
for military service is expected to 
be approved at meeting tonight 
(Tuesday). Maximum amount would 
be $600 payable in 12 weekly in- 
stallments, 

Studios are also being asked to 
'continue group insurance at their 
| expense, with service time to apply 
to seniority, and with reinstatement 
mandatory when military service is 
completed. 


Colored Pix Talent’s 
Shows for Negro Troops 














| 
| 








_ A New Trade Show Screening Worry 


Forced to screen all products start- 
|ing with 1941-42 releases, which go 
on delivery Sept. 1 next, the distrib- 
|utors are leaning toward the use of 
| theatres in the various 31 exchange | 
zones where pictures will have to! 
| be shown before they are offered 
|for sale. At the same time, among 
|other things, thought is being given 
|to the question of psychology in the 
matter of trade showings so that the 
films being privately run off will be 
shown to the best advantage. 


the belief that while a goodly num- 
ber of buyers will make it their 
i business to view pictures ahead of 
contracting, in line with decree | 
under its first year of operation, that | 
ultimately they will rely m@re than 
they have heretofore on advance in- 
| formation, film buying services and | 
those trade papers reporting films 
accurately and fearlessly. In this 
connection it is believed in some 
circles that eventually the 
exchange screening rooms in the 31 


| 


As a consequence, the matter of | branch centers may be able to handle 
morning screenings is being mulled.| the situation. Most of them, how- 
In this connection, it is held in cer-| eyer, are very small and the screens 
tain distributor quarters that if 4| on which pictures are thrown are 
picture is projected too early, not! jecs in size than those of a theatre. 
only will certain outlying exhibitors That is one of the reasons at the mo- 


be compelled to get up so early that 


ment that theatres are favored for 

>? . ~ f +; , ing , 
ot “y or . Aig rd ye got picturizings under the _ groups-of- 
ut that in the case of some forms five but not anticipated that any 


of screen fare, notably heavy dramas, 
it may be to their detriment to be 
shown before lunch. It is also 
|contended that comedies may be 
| screened at a disadvantage if imme- 
| diately on top of breakfast, a fight 


company will attempt to run off as 
many as five films at one time. 
Some exchanges could 
their screenings space but in the ma- 
jority of instances a physical prob- 


| 


: : 1 is involved since the rooms 
with the missus or a bad hangover. ! lem = a 
which have been mentioned have 


In any event, the distributors who 
are party to the decree are anxious 
| to provide the most desirable means 
| of seeing pictures and while some - 
of the Big Five may change their In New York one suggestion has 
minds, depending on the quality of been made to take over a theatre 
their product, they are facing the sit- | which could be used by all five dis- 


‘been almost exclusively for distrib- 
utor sales forces. Many seat only a 
handful. 


|} uation now in the hopes of encour- | tribs who would share in the cost, 
aging exhibs to attend showings.| while in some exchang@ centers 
This is particularly true of Metro! proposals have been made by outside 


which, according to a high execu-| interests for the building of screen- 


tive. will urge all its accounts to see|ing parlors accommodating a suffie 
their film before buying. ‘cient number of persons for rental! 
Some quarters, however, veer to j to distribs as desired. 


By Penalizing Them 


enlarge | 





Chicago, April 1, 

With the consent decree having 
brought the motion picture industry, 
especially the exhibition field, under 
some central governing body, there 
is a growing movement among ex- 
hibs in this territory to utilize this 
governing body in some manner to 
bring about the elimination of givea- 
ways, money nights and even double 
features. 

While some exhibitors feel that 
this consent decree group will not 
take over any such powers, there is 
a steadily increasing number of ex- 
hibitors who believe, that as long as 
this governing group is endeavoring 
to tron out intra-industry wranglings 
as to clearance, protection, product 
availability and such, that in a simi- 
lar manner, it could treat with give- 
aways, money stunts and other ex- 
hibition tricks inimical to exhibition, 

They believe that the door is now 
opened for a real effort along these 
lines, although when indie exhibitors 
attempted several years ago to do 
laway with duals, even going to 
courts, they failed. 

Basis on which these exhibitors 
feel that giveaways, money nights 
and duals can be eliminated is on 
the grounds that these stunts are un- 
fair competition, and that theatres 
utilizing these ‘rackets’ to corral busi- 
ness should be penalized by the gov- 
erning body by being forced to play 
pictures at a later date than those 
| theatres which do not resort to gaffs 
and gimmicks. 





In Mpls., Too 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

There’s agitation among indepen- 
dent exhibitors here to have theatre 
|merchandise giveaways taken into 
| consideration in fixing protection 
and clearance. 

It’s pointed out that some theatres 
|with higher admission than the 
houses over which they enjoy a 
clearance advantage are giving away 
merchandise items on some nights 
| that cost as much as 13c each. The 
largument is that, actually, such 
houses do not rate the admission 
Classification given to them. 

At least one exhibitor whose sit- 
uation is alleged to suffer because 
another nearby one, now using a 
giveaway, enjoys clearance over it, 
asserts he’ll throw down the gaunt- 
let and demand a showdown in the 
matter, 








MILLIGAN QUITS BIZ; 
BROWN INTO DENVER 


Resigning from Paramount as gen- 
eral manager of distribution in 
Canada recently rather than transfer 


to Denver, a post offered him some 
Maurice A. 


will not make another con- 


weeks ago, Milligan 
probably 
nection in pictures. He has varicus 
outside interests which make him in- 
dependent and for that reason, be- 
sides wanting to remain in Toronta, 
| he declined the Denver spot. 

As a result, during the past week, 
Neil F. Agnew Manny 
Brown to take over the newly- 
created Denver district, embracing 
that office as well as the Omaha and 
Salt Lake City exchanges. Formerly 
branch manager over the Montreal 
territory, he is succeeded there by 
Torn Dowhiggen, salesman. 

In New York last week, Brown re- 
turned to Canada for the weekend, 
leaving for Denver from there Mon- 
day (31). 

Del Goodman, formerly in India 
with 20th-Fox, who succeeds Millie 
ban as district manager for Canada, 
arrived in Toronto, Monday (31), to 
take 


up his new duties. 














PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 2, 1941 





L.A. Coasting; Ted 


‘Betrayed to $19,000, ‘Bad Man 
$18,900, ‘Nice 


Lewis Boosts 


186, ‘Doe’ Holds 





—_—_———___—— ya 


Los Angeles, April 1. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 


With one or two exceptions first 
runs this week are playing to just 
ordinary biz. Exceptions are ‘Fan- 
tasia’ at the Carthay Circle,’ now in 
ninth week of two-a-day run, and 
‘Nice Girl,’ the Deanna Durbin opus, 
at the RKO and Pantages. ‘Bad Man’ 
is doing just fair at the State and 
Chinese while Paramount is holding 
‘The Lady Eve’ for a third week, but 
has bolstered with ‘The Round Up.’ 
‘John Doe’ is holding strong for its 
third week at the Warner day- 
daters, and will get a fourth session. 

State theatre profited through 
somewhat novel exploitation for 
‘The Bad Man.’ Olvera Street as- 
sociation (Spanish-Mexican) co- 
operated and virtually turned over 
the quaint one-block-long thorough- 
fare to advertising the Beery film. 
A 25 ft. banner was extended across 
the street, cutouts of Beery were 
lavishly used and quite a pretentious 
display and exhibit arranged in one 
of the buildings, 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- | 
$1.10-$1.65) ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (9th | 
wk). Slipped to $10,000, but with | 
Easter approaching # will probably 
jump saak. Eighth week surprised 
with juicy $11,700. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). A little | 
better than usual with fair $7,100 in | 
prospect, Last week, ‘Ends Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), 
weak $6,000. 

Downtown 
75)—John 





(WB) (1,800; 44-55-65- 
Doe’ (WB) (3d wk) 
Showing considerable strength on 
extra long run. Garnering a good 
$8,800 this round and holds a fourth | 
week. Second week ented with big | 
$11,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Looks like $6,700 on current 
stanza, after first full regular week 
ground out lucrative $7,400. 





Hawali (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55)— 
‘Convoy’ (RKO) and ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue). Consider- 


able interest in the main feature and 
will likely garner around $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Blackout’ (UA) and 
‘Laddie’ (RKO) (2d wk), okay 
$1,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 44-55-65- 
75)—‘John Doe’ (WB) (3d wk). Very 
good $8,500, after second week piled 
up sweet $11,700. 
week. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and Ted 
Lewis revue on stage. Should hit 
okay $19,000. Last week, ‘Phantom 
Submarine’ (Col) and ‘L’il Abner’ 
(RKO) with Buddy Rogers heading 
stage show, okay $10,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ (RKO). Started strong 
looks headed for neat $9,500 plus a 
h.o. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), not so hot 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Par) 
) 
) 


(3,595: 30-44-55- 
vb ‘Eve’ (Par) (3d wk) and ‘Round 
Up’ (Par) plus stage show. About 
$9,000 for five days. Bill yanked to 
provide nine-day week for ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ and Duke Ellington 
starting today (1). Last week (2d), 
‘Eve’ soloed to $14.000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and 
Baines’ (RKO). Good $8500 and 
holds. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), just topped 
$8,000. 


‘Scattergood 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2.404: 30-44- 
55-75) ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). Look 
like fair $11,800, but nothing to rave | 
about. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA) 
and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th), weak 
$6.900. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
30-44-55-75)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (6th- 
final wk). Will likely add around 


$3.500 on final stanza after fifth week 
of return date brought okay $4.500. 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th). Poor $3,000. Last 


week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Chump 
Oxford’ (UA), $3,400. 


Cleaning House 


Detroit, April 1. 
This town’s suburbs 
draw up drastitec regulation of the- 


aire operation. Royal Oak is the 
latest to send through the hopper 


an ordinance which would: 
1. Ban all-night operation. 
2. Prehibit gambling, ‘near gam- 


(2d wk). 


Holds a fourth | 


and | 


30-44-55)— | 


continue to | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.....csecee: $304,200 
(Based on 14 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
BAe WOOP 6. sc ctsasece’ $351,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 





————————— 


‘EVE’ $9,000, IS 
TORRID IN 
LVILLE 


Louisville, April 1. 

Biz in the downtown show sector 
is generally satisfactory, with ‘Lady 
Eve’ at the Rialto showing the most 
b.o. strength. Swell reviews and 
strong word-of-mouth are helping 
tremendously to bring fine returns. 
‘Miss Bishop.’ at Loew’s State, is 
making a mild showing. 

While grosses are shaping up well 
along the main stem, a roller derby 
which got under way at the Jeffer- 
son County Armory last week, with 
the town flooded with service passes 
(15c), is giving downtown houses 
strong opposish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400: 15-30-40)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 
(M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) 
Still rolling along in third 
| downtown week, with indications for 
| good $1,900. Last week, after move- 
| over from Loew’s, excellent $3,200. | 

















|} Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) | 
|—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Long 
| Voyage Home’ (UA). Dropping | 


still okay $1,400. Last week, ‘Ari- 

zona’ (Col) and ‘Honeymoon Three’ | 

(WB), satisfactory $1,600. | 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,200; 15- | 
| 30-40)—‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Kil- | 
| dare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Rather short | 
|} on draught, due to lack of strong | 
| Marquee names, and opposish factors | 
which are in evidence currently... Re- | 
sult probably medium $6,500. Last | 
| week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
| Blackie’ (Col), fine $9,000 on return 
at regular prices. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
40-50-60)—‘John Doe’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Still going along at a potent pace and 
pointing to a good $3.600 in probable | 
| windup stanza. Last week, second, 


he. 

| slightly below previous weeks, but | 
| 

| 


managed fine $5,000 | 


Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40 )—Lady Eve’ (Par) and ‘Sleep- 
ers West’ (20th). Talk of town and 
Stanwyck-Fonda opus 
bumper $9,000. 
Road’ (20th) and March of Time, fine 
$8.500. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Girl and Gob’ (RKO) and 
‘Seattergood Baines’ (RKO). Couple 
of first-rate pics, potentially good 
b.o. fare, hitting better than average 

| $4.000. Last week, ‘Vivacious Lady’ 


(RKO) and ‘Melody Three’ 
fairish $3,000. 


DICTATOR’ FINE $12,000, 
DENVER: ‘EVE’ 3D 106 


Denver 
‘Great Dictator’ is tu 
sh at the 


in its third week 


April 1 

the 
while 
at the 
time by ‘Las 
fine 


ning in 
saviest c: 
‘Lady Eve,’ 
Denham and helped this 
Vegas Nights,’ is. still 
business. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40 )—'To- | 
bacco Road’ (20th), after a week at 
Last | 


Denver, 


doing 


the Denver. Good $4,000. 
be ek, ‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Blackout’ 
(UA), after a week at the Denver, 


| fair $3,500. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | 


| — Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Penalty’ | other hand, isn’t getting more than a/ 500. fair. 
| slow $4.900 at the Paramount. 


| (M-G), after a week at the Orpheum. 

Acceptable $3,000. Last week, | 
‘Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Lib- 

|erty’ (M-G) (2d week, after a week | 
at the Orpheum), fair $2,500. 

| Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- | 

| 40)—Eve’ (Par) (3d week) and ‘Las | 
Vegas Nights’ (Par). Fine $10,000. | 

| Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par), solo; packed | 


bling’ and anything of the nature | them in to tune of $10,000. | 


of ‘bank nights.’ 
3. Establish a curfew law prac- | 
tically ruling out youngsters from | 
night attendance. 
4. Prohibit undesirable or 
true’ advertising. 


‘un- 


Denver ‘Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40) — 
‘Dictator’ ‘UA). Bountiful $12,000. | 
Last week. ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) | 


and ‘Double 


| Yate’ (U), ditto. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) 
;—‘Bad Man’ ‘M-G) and ‘Free and 
i Easy’ (M-G). Okay at $9,500. Last ' 


is headed for | 
Last week, ‘Tobacco |} 


(RKO), | 


Balto No Dog Town 


Baltimore, April 1. 

A blitz on local pocketbooks 
last week with a record lineup 
of diversified entertainment, 
made history, reaching a record- 
breaking total of $139,000 all 
around, Three-day annual sea- 
son of Met Opera (24-26) drew 
an estimated $47,000 with stan- 
dees at every performance. Le- 
git was represented by two at- 
tractions; pre-Broadway preems 
of Herman Shumlin’s production 
of Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch on 
the Rhine,’ which drew bango 
$16,877.50 to Ford’s, and the Chi- 
cago company of ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace,’ at the indie Mary- 
land which attracted $13,761.55 
to that house. 

Pix and vaude in downtown 
area held up bravely with esti- 
mated total of $53,000 figured 
for combined downtowners. 

Nabes, niteries, dances and 
concerts reported holding their 
own in spite of the onslaught. 
It’s Lent, too! 


= 











week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Pen- 
alty’ (M-G), fair $9,000, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Dynamite’ (U). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep) and ‘Sign of Wolf’ 
(Mono), good $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Sierra’ 
(WB), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Streets Cairo’ 
(U). Good $2,200. Last week, 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), after a 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
din, and ‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col), 
good $2,300. 


HARDY HOTSY 





11¢, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 1. 

‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary’ 
is doing a landoffice business at 
Loew’s this week, dualed with ‘El- 
lery Queen’. The combo is so far 
out in front that the others are still 
in the backstretch, with none of 
them coming in for any heavy 
money. Indiana thought it had a 
winner in ‘Sea Wolf,’ played. singly, 
and booked it in for a nine-day stay; 
but biz is slow, and the overtime 
period will be in the nature of a 
time-out to get back to a Friday 
opening for ‘Road to Zanzibar’. Cir- 
cle is holding ‘John Doe’ as a single 
feature for another week to fair re- 
sults. 

Lyric, with Ray Nobie orchestra 
on stage, and ‘Man Betrayed’ on 
screen’ is doing better this week than 
on previous weeks, when band shows 
were featured. But the b.o. is still 
not enough 


any exhilaration. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (‘Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 35-44- 
55)—John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk.) 


| Okay $5,000. Last week, $9,500 at the 
| upped scale. 

Indiana ‘Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Forced into a 
nine-day stay to get back to Friday 
opening. but not deserving of it with 
puny $7,000 sighted for the full 
period. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), not- 
so-good $5.000. 

Loew’s ‘Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40)~— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘El- 
lery Queen’ (Col). Big noise of the 
town with super-nifty $11,000. 
week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G), fair $8,000. 

Lyrie (‘Lyric) (1.900: 30-40-50) 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and _ Ray 
Noble’s orche Fair $8.500. 
price upped to make it 
come out even money. Last week 
‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th), and 
‘Screwballs of 1941’ on stage, weak 
$7,200. 


tra. 


odd pennies 


“WOLF BANGUP $9,100, 


SEATTLE; ‘EVE’ LIGHT 


Seattle, April 1. 
Grosses spotty this round. Bigzest 
take is being registered by ‘Sea 
‘Double Date’ at 


Wolf’ teamed with 
the Orpheum. ‘Lady Eve,’ on the 


‘John Doe,’ essaying a third session. 


| has sagged appreciably from the pre-|‘Melody for Three’ (RKO). 


vious high tallies. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 20-40-50) — ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) (4th 
wk). Slipping to $1,600, after big 
$2.600 last week. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Everereen) (1,- 
900: 21-35)—‘Kittv Foyle’ (RKO) and 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U) (2d run), Big 


$3,500 in store. Last week. ‘Hudson's | 


Bav’ 
(2d rin) 


(20th) ‘Son 

Aine $3.300. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) | 

(2,349: 40-50-65)—‘John Doe’ (WB) 


and Cristo’ (UA)! 


into the black to cause | 


Last | 


with | 


Det. Winding Up Extra-Strong Lent; 
Durbin $21,000, ‘Strawberry $15,000 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tile Week... .vscceel $1,537,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 





| oe A 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee eee eT Te $1,583,500 


(Based on 22 cities, 166 theatres) 








REST GOOD, 
BUFF. 


Buffalo, April 1. 

‘Buck Privates’ in its third canto at 
the Lafayette is the big boxoffice 
noise of the town. Still running 
great guns, the Abbott-Costello 
starrer will turn in another wallop- 
ing marker to add to its already 
highly impressive preceding tallies. 
It is set to achieve the unique dis- 
tinction of being the first film to at- 
tain a four-week run at the house in 
the whole 11 years of its present 
operation. 

Elsewhere takings continue on the 
potent side with duals predominating 
at all first-run houses. ‘Sea Wolf’ is 
garnering a gratifying gross at the 
Buffalo, while ‘Second Chorus’ at the 
Lakes looks staunch. Hipp’s re-run 
of ‘Hardy's Secretary’ and ‘Girl, Guy, 
Gob’ at the Century are nip and tuck 
in the middle brackets. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(20th). Preserving pretty pace for 
around nice $12,000. Last week, 
\‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th), 
showed plenty of punching power, 
nearly $15,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB). Strong $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Cherokee’ 
(Par) (2d wk-2d run), holed out 
nearly $7,000, okay. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — 
|‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
|‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th) (2d 
run). Repeat stanza 
headed for probably nice $7,500. Last 
| week, ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘You’re 
}One’ (Par) (2d run), satisfactory 
session at $7,000. 














(U) 
Sweetheart’ 


(3d wk) 
(U). 


and 


Plenty 


| 

= , , 
|—‘Buck Privates 
| ‘Nobody's 

' 


- 


WOLF’ $12,000, 





— 


Detroit, April 1. 
This town continues to run strong 
into the tail-end of Lent. Biz has 
been the best in decades for the 
usual sluggish period, and while the 
current week probably won't show 
much above average, that is due 


mostly to the ordinary product. It 
is still plenty good considering. 

Fox probably will shoot out in 
front on the strong Deanna Durbin 
jure here with ‘Nice Girl’ plus ‘Little 
Men.’ The Michigan, aiter two big 
weeks on ‘Dictator,’ which continues 
its downtown run at the Palms-State, 
will drop back to an average gross 
with ‘Strawberry Blonde’ and ‘Case 
of Black Parrot.’ 

United Artists also has brought in 
some new stuff with ‘Bad Man’ and 
‘Blonde Inspiration,” moving out 
‘Gone With the Wind’ after six big 
weeks, “Tobacco Road,’ after three 
weeks, still continues sharp. It’s 
bolstered this week with ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (re-issue), and is improving 
its grosses over last week at the 
Adams. 

‘Fantasia,’ which has had its ups 
and downs, is showing a little more 
strength in its seventh week, due to 
school group tie-ups. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue), 
Former continues to hold interest in 
fourth week, and, bolstered by 
Stewart-Rogers pic, is shooting up 
for choice $8,500. Last week, ‘To- 
bacco Road’ with ‘Double Date’ got 
okay $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 30-40- 
55)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Little Men’ 
(RKO). Bidding for a big $21,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl News’ (20th) and 
Raymond Scott orchestra, got good 
$24.000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
30-40-55) —‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB). Coming 
up with nice $15,000. Last week, 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Father's Son’ 
(WB) (2d wk), a big $22.000 to tuck 
behind terrific $35,000 in first lap. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 30-40-55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and 
‘Father's Son’ (WE Taken over 


after two big weeks ac the Michigan, 
Seems good for a strong $15.000. Last 
week, ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Mon- 
ster Girl’ (Par), choice $9,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 30-40-55)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blonde’ Inspiration’ (M-G), 


Okay $9,000. Last week, ‘Gone’ (6th 
wk) wound up strong run with $8,000, 
Wilson (2,000; weekly mats 75c and 


, $1.10; weekend mats and nights, $1.10 


(on moveover) | 


and $1.65: schoolkid admission half 


| price)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk). 


the | 
| tie-ups. 
| week, listless $7,200. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) | — 


of pesos figured in any currency. 
Pointing for over $9,000. Last week, | 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk) and 


‘Double Date’ 
more than $10,000. 


20th Century (Dipson) (3,000: 30- 
45)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Scatter- 
| good Baines’ (RKO). Good enough 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
(RKO) (re-issue) and ‘Fargo Kid’ 
'(RKO) (6 days), short session 
snagged above $6,000, not especially 
fancy. 


Fair $4,600, but a big drop from prior 
figures. Last week, same films, $8,- 
| 000, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 30-40-50)— 
‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face 
Behind Mask’ (Col). Good $4,900 
Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col), $4,500, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (850: 30-40-50)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘You’re the One’ (Par) (3d wk) 


Fair $1,800. Last week, same films, 
| $2,900, big. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


| (2,600; 30-40-50) —‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
and ‘Double Date’ (U). Immense $9.- 
1100 sighted. Last week (40-50-65). | 
‘John Doe’ (WB) solo, day and date 
with Fifth, socking good $8,800. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— | 
District Attorney” (U) and ‘Knock- | 
out’ (WB) plus vaude. Fair $4,800. | 
Last week, ‘Petticoat Politics’ (Rep) 
,and ‘Dynamite’ (U) plus vaude, $4.- 


‘ 


| Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (3.039; 30-40-50) — ‘Eve’ (Par) and 
| Slow | 


| $4,900. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA) 
and ‘Road Show’ (UA), ordinary or 
| less at $3,600. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-35)— 
| ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) and ‘Escape 
| Glory’ (Col) (2d run). Garnering a 
| fair $2,000. Last week (30-40-50) 
|‘Footstens’ (WB) and ‘Shadows 
| Stairs’ (WB) (2d wk), okay $2,800. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 16- 
30)—‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Nellie 
Kelly’ (M-G) (2d run). Slow $1,900. 





| Last week, ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) | 


and ‘Bagdad’ (UA) (2d run), $2,200. 
okay. 


(2d week at this house, 3d in town). | 


(U), socko money at,| 


Taking a little rise again on school 
Bound for $7,400. Last 


‘Mr. Nobody’-Bowes’ Ams 


Nice $2,500 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., April 1. 

Only setup for money on theatre 
row this week is the combo at the 
Stuart, Major Bowes’ ams and ‘Great 
Mr. Nobody.’ 

‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ is running fair- 
to-middling at the Varsity. ‘Bad 
Man,’ at Lincoln, only show sturdy 


| on the weekend, when the kids were 


i In 


| free to take dime bites of it. 


Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750: 10-15)—‘Phantom Cowboy’ 
(Rep) and ‘Tear Gas Squad’ (Col), 
split with ‘Old Cheyenne’ (Rep) and 
‘One Crowded Night’ (RKO). Me- 
dium $800. Last week, ‘Kid’s Ride’ 
(Mono) and ‘Saint Takes Over’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) 
and ‘Pinto Kid’ (Col), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503 
10-25-40)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G). Beery 
rooter-shooter is kid fare and get- 
ting only that kind of acceptance. 
lower money niche at around 
$3,000. Last week, ‘John Doe’ (W- 
B) at 55c top, fair $4,400 in eight 
davs. 

Nebraska (J. H. 
(1,236: 10-20-25)—‘Mr. 
and ‘South Suez’ (WB). 
okay at $1,700. 


Cooper-Par) 
Chump’ (U) 

Proceeding 
Tast week, ‘Monster 


| Girl’ (Par) and ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par), 


had a shock show rating which in- 
trigued enough patronage to get 
good $1.800. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,888; 
10-25-40) ‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and 
Bowes’ ams, three days, split with 
‘Lady Eve’ ‘Par). Good $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U), $3,600, fine. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-20-25) — ‘Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO) and ‘Queen’s’ Penthouse’ 
(Col). Fair $1,500 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Pride Bowery’ (Mono) and 
‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), six days, 
$1,800, oke, then made room for 
three days of ‘Great Dictator’ (UA), 
moveover from Varsity, which got 
about $700. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—Girl, Guy, Gob’ (RKO). Do- 
ing prettv well, $3,100. Last week. 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA), got $5,000 


i ptr to being mated to Variety. 
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Chi Finally Learns About Lent: 
‘Eve -Vaude 396, ‘Hardy’ $14,000, 


‘Maisie’-Vaude 186, Horror Trio OK 


+ 


draft, 
$5,800, good. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—‘Meet Doctor’ (Par) and 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par), Two-time 
shock program subpar at $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Lady Eve’ (Par), $6,500, 
great. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Girl and Gob’ (RKO). Generally 
disappointing; will be lucky to grab 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ 
(UA) and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th), 
split, $2,400, frail. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 
33)—Virginia’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Next Time Love’ (U) (re-issue). 
This should be average week at 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) 
(re-issue), three days: ‘Double Date’ 
(U), two days; ‘Queen’s Penthouse’ 
(Col), two days; $1,400, way off. 








Chicago, April 1. 

Chicago loop theatres started slow- 
ly this week, and all of a sudden the 
managers discovered Lent, which is 
currently getting the rap for the slow 
take-off. However, the weekend 
showed some indication of perk-up 
and the managers began to feel bet- 
ter. Best of the newcomers is ‘Andy 
Hardy's Secretary,’ which got away 
neatly on Saturday in the United 
Artists. 

Roosevelt, one of the key Balaban 
& Katz houses, tries with the loop’s 
initial first-run triple feature cur- 
rently, combining three Paramount 
scarers on a single bill, ‘Mad Doc- 
tor’ ‘Monster Girl’ and ‘Third 
Dimensional Murder.’ Reaction is 
pretty good for the start. 

‘Lady Eve’ started sluggishly in the 
Chicago, but good word-of-mouth 
should wind this up well. Palace to- 
day (Tuesday) brings in ‘Nice Girl’ 
as the topper for a new double fea- 
ture after coming through with a big 
money-maker with the re-issue of 
‘Vivacious Lady,’ which was sold in 
great fashion by the local RKO 
bunch. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 50-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (6th wk). 
Reduced prices as a shot in the arm. 
Also added a Saturday morning 
showing which was sold out on the 
first atternpt. Weekends are bright, 
and hold up the total take to $8,500 
currently, good, following $9,800 last 
week, 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Eve’ (Par) and stage show. Allan 
Jones and the Will Bradley band on 
stage. Combination got away weak-| certain portion of that lost trade is 
ly, surprising for indicated strength | seeping through the doors of other 
of lineup, but perked over weekend | downtown places, but not enough to 
and looks for okay $35,000 for the} make it noticeable in any one spot. 
session. Last week, ‘Tobacco’ (20th) ‘Tobacco Road’ at the Keith Me- 
in second week fell away sharply to| morial is the ace, with holdover of 
$30,200, mild. ‘Dictator’ at the Orpheum and State 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) | drawing okay trade. Clyde McCoy 
—'Go West’ (M-G) (2d wk). Great| on stage supporting ‘Sleepers West 
notices and fine talk, which means/|at the RKO Boston is satisfactory 
splendid $6.000 for second session but not overwhelming. 
after excellent $8,800 last week. Estimates for This Week 

Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— Boston (RKO) 3,200; 33-44-55)— 
‘Romance Rio Grande’ (20th) and | ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) with stage 
house unit tagged ‘Crazy Show’ on| show topped by Clyde McCoy, 
the stage. Around $14,000, fair. Last | full week. Will garner about $14,000, 
week, ‘Blackout’ (20th) plus ‘Gay! okay. Last week, ‘Buck Privates’ 
New Orleans,’ sang out a new high| (U) and vaude, four days; 
at $25,300, strictly on the stage| “Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘No- 
strength. 


10-22- 





IN 9 DAYS, 
HUB 


Boston, April 1. 


Freakish situation here this week, 
with only two new films in the ma- 
jor stands and the Metropolitan 
Opera Company playing at the Met. 
With the latter house dark as far 
as the film fans are concerned, a 











| 
possibly $2,500. Last week, 
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| 
| 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of April 3 
Astor—I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(21st wk.). ‘ 
Capitol—‘The Bad Man’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Criterion — ‘Free and Easy’ - 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Varirty, March 19) 
Globe—'Escape to Glory’ (Col) 





(5). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 20, 1940) 
Music Halli—‘That Hamilton 


Woman" (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 2%) 
Palace—Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 12) 


Paramount—‘Nice Girl’ (U) 
(2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Lone Wolf Takes a 


Chance’ (Col) (5). 

(Reviewed in Varirry, March 12) 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(4th wk.). 

Roxy—'Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). 

Strand—‘The Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). 

Week of April 10 

Astor—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(3d wk.). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(22d wk.). 

Capitel—‘Men of Boys Town’ 
(M-G). 

Music Hall—That Hamilton 
Woman!’ (UA) (2d wk.). 

Parameunt—‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
(Par) (9). 

(Reviewed in Vartety, March 12) 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(5th wk.). 

Roxy—‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘The Great Lie’ (WB) 
(11). 


(UA) 








aie. 


Mixed Biz on Bway; Durbin-Barnet 


Fine $50,000, ‘Wolf’-Spivak 2d Good 
396, Adam’ Weak 686, ‘Wings’ OK 


| 
{ 
| 
} 


| 
} 


} 
| 








(Best Exploitation: Astor) 


where picture opened day-and-date 


Maybe it’s that little Rollo didn’t | with this house on March 12. 


care so much for this week’s stage 
show at the Music Hall. Maybe it’s 
Lent or the measles. Or perhaps 
Friday was too springlike, Saturday 
night too rainy and snowy, Sunday 


(30) too windy and Monday (31) too | 


nice. Anyway, it’s something that’s 


keeping business on the whole on) 


Broadway from being better. 


But one of the managers, Bob 
Weitman, advances no alibis this 
time. ‘Give ’em a show they want 


} 
} 


and they’ll come,’ he opines in speak- | fed.) 
ing of ‘Nice Girl’ at his Paramount. | to splendid $50,000 on the first seven 


With Charlie Barnet 
Shore on the stage with the Deanna 
Durbin picture, the folks are com- 
ing his way. On the first seven days 
the Par got $50,000, excellent. 
second week begins today (Wed.). 


Weitman also is handling the man- 
agement of the roadshow run of ‘I 
es Wings’ at the $2 Astor for 

ar. 
paign for advance and first week 
of the run, plus good notices, it is 
doing very well at $12,500 on the 
first five days although not a sell- 
out. Capacity is $20,000. The ad- 
vance sale stands at $1,500 as of yes- 
terday (Tues.) and is showing signs 
of picking up with increased action 
expected at the b.o. after Lent’s over. 

Par got behind ‘Wings’ in a big 
way, including a special air-show at 
Randolph Field, Tex., a recruiting 
plane gag in Times Square, army 
searchlights the night of the Astor 
opening Wednesday (26), attended 


| by lots of gold braid and brass but- 


| tons, 


‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Sleepers | 


West’ (20th), okay $16,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50) — 
'‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster | 
Girl’ (Par). Satisfactory $15,000. | 
Last week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 


| 


} 


for | (World) 


| 


} 


body’s Children’ (Col) (both 2d run), | 


(WB) and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (3d 
week), nice $15,000. 

Met (Loew’s 3,618; 
‘Great Dictator’ 
Company’ (M-G), 
Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
‘Go West’ (M-G), good $18,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Baker’s Wife’ 
(2d week). Healthy $17,- 
Last week, swell $21,000. 


(WB) (2,870; 25-35-40) — 


25-35-50) — 


000. 
Strand 


and | ‘Meet Boston Blackie’ (U) and ‘Meet 


(U). Good $5,000. 
‘Dangerous Game’ 


Chump’ Last 


week, 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)—| plus stage show, three days, $12,500. | ‘Where Get Girl’ (U), ditto. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and|_ Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 


‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (2d wk).|55)—Sea Wolf’ «WB) and ‘Comes | 


Sold brilliantly by theatre, this re- | Happiness’ (WB), continued run 
issue in second week and ‘Smith’ in|ffom Met. Around $6,000, good. 
|Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Tall, 


third week, comes up with excellent 


afte | Dark’ (20th) (2d run), $4,500. 
$10,000 after taking powerful $13,400 | “| cith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 28- 


last week. ‘Nice Girls’ (U) heads | a “ 5 a 
; 39-44-55)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
(Tu a a Coe | ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) nine days. 
uesday ) i : , pa ' : 
vid shee » S - |look like $24,500, very good. Last 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | Bg oe el oC ‘Back 
73)-—‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Mon-| week, five days, holdover of Bac 


. ; ; : Street’ (U) and ‘Make Music’ (RKO), 
ster Girls’ (Par) plus ‘Third Dimen- $11.000 adequate. 
sion (Par). First first-run triple |" ygajestic (Shubert) 


50-75- 
feature in the loop, and going to good | ¢7 109-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ 


(1,014; 


$11,000 strictly on the horror angle.| (10th wk). Running at a good 
Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) finished | $11 000 gait. Low-end price scale 
fourth grind week in loop to okay | has been stretched to 50c for week 
$8,600. |day matinees and’Saturday morning 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— | kiddie shows. Last week, $11,500 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and vaude. Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 


Blackstone and the Ciro Rimac or- | 
chestra on stage.. Blackstone ac- 
counting for the big share of the fine | 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Honeymoon 
Three’ (WB) and Joe Venuti orches- | 
tra came up with good $16,700. 


44-55)—Playing Met Opera at $6 top, 
| until April 6 when ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ ‘Par) comes in. Last week, 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Comes Happi- 
ness’ (WB), $18,000, dandy. 
Orpheum (Loew*) (2,900: 28-39-44- 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | 55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and _ ‘Boston 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ | Blackie’ (Col). Hoidover is head- 
(M-G). Got away on Saturday (29)|ing for okay $14,500. Last week, 
and looks like another solid money-| Same combo turned in staunch 
winner in the series. Especially big | $18,000 ) +707. 9n.2 
over the weekend and at nights.| ,,Paramount (M&P) (1.797, 2 38- 
Galloping to $14,000, bright. ‘Last | 44-55 )—'Sea Wolf (W B) and Comes 
week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) failed to | Happiness’ (WB). cont inued Ps 
go after good start, and faded quick- | ay met. Firing ¥ 7 Be gion | 
ly to $7,500 and out after a single | 20700: Last week, Eve (Far) anc 
i “Tall, Dark’ (20th) (2d run), $6,300. 


a Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44-50) 
a |—_‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Tall. Dark’ (20th), 

|both continued from Par and Fen- 

way. Should take $3,500, tepid. Last 


HARDY,’ $8,500, BIG 
IN SO-SO MEMPHIS ‘i%iuccs'een? ee Soa 


tinued from Par and Fenway, $4,000. 
State (Loew) (3.600: 28-39-44-55) 


‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 





Memphis, April 1. 


_ ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary’ (Col). Holdover aiming at adequate 
L working day and night at the — Last werk, $14,400, very 
oew’s State ticket window. Latest | °°° 





Hardy got nipups from crix and b.o. 
i$ excellent. 


Rest of town definitely blah. New 


DICTATOR’ 20G, B’KLYN 


Ma'co went double feature in the “epee 

horror motif with ‘Mad Doctor’ and | ‘Eve’-‘Baker,’ 2d, $17,000 — Horror 
Monster and the Girl.’ ‘Sea Wolf’ is Duo 15G 

a h.o. at the Warner. Loew’s Palace aa segs 


_ “A Girl, a Guy and a Gob,’ but 
‘ney make a pretty lonesorr : trio. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brooklyn, April 1. 
Loew’s Metropolitan showing 


‘Great Dictator’ and ‘Keeping Com- 





,3tate (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— | pany’ to first rate results. Second 
Hardy's Secretary’ (M-G). Biggest |week of ‘Lady Eve’ and ‘Baker's 
Rooney yet is wowing 'em at $8,500.| Wife’ at Fabian Paramount also 
Last week, ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) | profitable. 
‘Te-issue), $3,400, not kad under Estimates for This Week 
Circumstances. Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50) — 
Warner (WB) (2,300; 10-33-44)— | ‘Man Lost’ (U) and ‘Golden 

ea Wolf’ (WB) (2d wk). Fairish/ (20th), Dullish $15,000. Last week 


28-39-44- | 


(Disney) 





ROONEY NIFTY 


Kansas City, April 1. 

Season is on wherein it takes 
strong stuff to overcome the effects 
of Lent. 
at the Midland, where Andy Hardy 
is at it again. Orpheum is getting 
place money with a combo of a new 
release, ‘Girl, Guy, Gob,’ and a re- 
issue, ‘Vivacious Lady,’ playing on 
the strength of its academy award 
winning stars. 

Weather has gone springy in real 
earnest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 

west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44 )—‘Man 


Found Himself’ (U) split with ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par). Won't total 
over $5,000, slow. Par release here 
sold away from its usual outlet, New- 
man. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) 
wound up ten days with an over- 


average take of $9,000. 


Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). Rooney 


will drag in good $11,000, consider- 
ably better than past few weeks here 
Last week, ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) and 
‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) at regular 


| prices $8,000 was satisfactory. 


| 


| chance for 


} 


Hoofs’ | Chi 


(Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
Eve’ (Par). Giving 


Newman 
28-44 )—‘Lady 


UA) ane. s20 000 | they didn't want to see. 
(M-G) and 
4 | Wolf’ 


| turns’ 


(U) and/the Roxy back to its 





} 
| Hollywood, ‘John Doe’ 


ete. Lynn Farnol is handling 
the publicity-exploitation on the run. 

‘Adam Had Four Sons’ gets but 
one week at the Hall at oniy $68,000, 
while also out after seven days to- 
night (Wed.) will be ‘Topper Re- 
which is very much on the 
poor side at less than $17,000 at the 
Capital. Drawing a blank at under 
$5,000, ‘Man Betrayed’ pulled stakes 
last night at the Criterion, another 


The holdovers are led by ‘Sea 
and Charlie Spivak at the 
Strand where a substantial second 
week of $35,000 or close is in the 
offing. On that pace a third stanza 
is scheduled. “That Night in Rio,’ in 
its fourth week at the Roxy, where 
it has made good profit, will add 
about $20,000 on its final five days 
ending tonight (Wed,). This takes 
customary 
Thursday opening with ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
due tomorrow morning. 


Backed by a $25,000 ad cam- | 


and Dinah | days. 
| (Par) 


' 


} 
' 


The | 


| 


| 
| 
} 
! 





| 


| 


| 


} 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Unable to get anywhere at the | 


night (Tues.) but will continue in- 
definitely at the Rivoli diuy-and- 


| dater where it has shown a good ac- 


$11,000 IN K.C. 


| ‘Doe’ 


; : Si the screen 
This week’s strong stuff is 


| preem 


jin the middle of 


; Week ), 


count of itself. Apparently it was a 
mistake not to play it at the Riv 
alone from the very beginning. Final 


at the Riv brought a good $26,500 
begins its fourth week at the 
latter today (Wed.). 


and George Jessel on 
stage, plus others, Loew’s State is 
wending its way to a _ probable 
23,000 or near this week, very good. 
‘Fantasia’ picked up an extra 

$1,000 the past week (20th) 
$18,000, agreeable profit-taking. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 

$2.20) —‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
week). Given a flossy, militaristic 
Wednesday night (26) with 
only a handful of balcony tickets 
sold, on first five days $12,500, which 


(1st 


exited last | 


| 


| 
week at the Hollywood, the third, | 
was only $11,000, while the same lap | 


With ‘This Thing Called Love’ on | 


to hit | 


75-85-$1.10-$1.65- | 


Palace (1,700; 20-35-55)—‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Flight 
from Destinv’ (WB) (lst run) 


doubled. Going slow at an indicated 
$7,200. ‘Strawberry’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (ist run) 


only $8,000 on eight days, not good. 


Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99) — 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and, on rostrum 
Charlie Barnet and Dinah Shore (2d 
week). A very sturdy business-get- 
ter, this show begins its second lap 
today (Wed.) after coming through 


Last week, ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
and Ina Rav Hutton, Allan 
Jones and Andrews Sisters in person, 
$39,000, very good. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5.960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ (Col) and stage show. In the 
lightweight class at $68,000 and gets 
but one week. The second round for 
‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) mild at $60,000. 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) arrives to- 
morrow morning (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—'‘Horror Is- 
land’ (U). Ushered in Saturday (29) 
and looks about $6,000, fair. ‘Chinese 
Den’ (FA) went only four days, be- 
ing blotto at the b.o. at but $3,000 for 
that period. 

Rivoli (2.092; 40-65-99 )—‘John Doe’ 
(WB) (4th week). Inaugurates 


}fourth week here, where doing well 


as contrasted with bum business at 
the Hollywood, which closed down 
last night (Tues.), The third session 
here $26.500, while the second was 
$31,000. Film would have been much 
better off playing only this house, 
which is very ably operated and, un- 
like the Hollywood, well established 
as choice run time. 

Roxy (5.835: 35-55-65-75-85) —‘Night 
in Rio’ (20th) and stage show (4th- 
final week). Calls it quits after firal 
five days of $20,000 on a fourth week, 
o.k. Third $28,000. On the 26-day 
run a fine profit-getter at around 
$127,000. ‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA) tees off 
tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 

State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-80-$1.10)— 
‘This Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d 
run) and George Jessel, Lois An- 


;drews and Sheila Barrett on vaude 


bill. A very satisfactory $23,000 or 
in that vicinity is anticipated. Last 
week ‘Back Street’ (U) and Benny 


Fields, Ciro Rimaec orch, others, 
topped $20,000. good. 
Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99—‘Sea 


Wolf’ (WB) and Charlie Spivak (2d 
week). Pushing to a stout $35,000 
this week (2d), following a grab of 
$43,000, excellent, the first week, 
Goes third semester starting Friday 
(4), 


WOLF LEADS 
WASH,, 318,300 


Washington, April 1. 
‘Sea Wolf’ has a comfortable mare 
gin this week at the Earle, with ‘Bad 
Man’ a passable second at Capitol, 
and “Tobacco Road,’ only other newe 

comer, a weak third at the Palace 
One of smartest stunts of the 
month was tossing ‘Vivacious Lady’ 
into the Met, and billing it as only 
picture co-starring two Academy 
Award winners—Ginger Rogers and 
Jimmy Stewart. Critics all followed 
up the ballyhoo with new estimates 
of it as sound entertainment in any 


|} S@ason 


is strong business in view of opening | 


Lent. 
$20,000 and advance sale, now stand- 
ing at $1,500, picking up daily. 
(1,895: 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (21st 
Built to $18,000 last week 
(20th) as compared with $17,000 the 
prior week 

Capitol (4.520: 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 

Topper Returns’ (UA). A one 
weeker and plenty weak at under 
$17,000., ‘Bad Man’ (M-G) opens to- 
morrow morning (Thurs.). Last 
week, ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) 


Broadway 
$2.20) - 


| sinking spells, this side of $15,000 be- 


good account of self at $7,500 and | 


holds, Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), 
satisfying $6,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
—‘Girl, Gob’ 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue). 
and oldie doing okay and have 
extended playing time. 
Good $7,500, mostly on strength of 
night trade. Holds over. Last week, 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) = and 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par), dualled for 


(1,500; 10-28-44) 


| today 


ing all it got. 


Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65) — 
‘Free and Easy’ (M-G). Opens here 
(Wed.) 


| with ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) at under 


‘ : | $5,000 
(RKO) and ‘Vivacious ! 


New one} 


second week, wound up with ordi- | 


nary $5,000. 

Tower~ (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Lititle Men’ (RKO) and vaude. 
one fair $6,000 Last week, ‘Meet 
imp’ (U0) and Matty Maineck orch, 
good $6,600. 


— | Doe’ 
This | 


Ahead of that ‘Monster and 
Girl’ (Par), $5,500. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) 
Train’ (20th) (14th-final week). 
Pretty ittle money-maker here 
finishes its 14-week run Friday night 
(4), with final trip looking about 
$5,000. The 13th week was $5,500. 


— ‘Night 


urday (5). 

Hollywood (1,454: 40-65-99 )—‘John 
(WB). Wound up three very 
disappointing weeks here last night 
(Tues.) at $11,000 for the final seven 
days. Second week only $14,000, the 
first $19,500. Continues at the Rivoli 


Capacity is | 


had | 


i 


following sad week | 


po , 2 : | some 
Escape to Glory’ (Col) arrives Sat- | 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424: 28-39-44-66) 


3ad Man’ (M-G) and vaude. Paul 
Haakon on stage getting some arty 
trade, but pic gets credit for satis- 
factory $16.000 Last week, “Topper 
Returns’ (UA) got by with okay $15,- 
500 
Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 28-44)— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Second stanza of return 


downtown showing holding toward 
solid $5,000. Last week, same pie 
pocketed beautiful $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2.21: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and vaude. It’s all 
up to the pic, and it’s leading the 
town with a nice $18,500. Last week, 
‘Footsteps’ (WB) slipped to disap- 
pointing but still roundly profitable 
$15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55)—‘Nice 
Girl’ (U) (2d wk). Holding for good 
$9.000. Last week. swell $16,000 

Met (WB) (1.600; 28-44)—'‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (RKO) (reissue). Brought 
back to capitalize upon Ginger Rog- 
ers-James Stewart Academy Award 
winnings, and will take in a hande 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ 
(WB) (2d run), adequate $4.500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55) —‘Toe 
bacco Road’ (20th). Crix panned it, 
and public figured all the dirt’s gone, 


o why bother Even so, will get 

fair $12,000 Last week, ‘Dictator’ 

(UA) (2d wk) finished pop-priced 
. eaten 1 19 200 
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Philly Fine; ‘Romance -Vaude Big 
$22,000, ‘Privates’ 17146, H.0.s Good 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

In the face of the biggest flesh 
competish in years—three legiters 
and two burlesques—deluxers are 
enjoying healthy biz this week as 
they go into the Lenten home stretch. 

Grabbing the cream among the 
newcomers is ‘Buck Privates,’ at the | 
Fox, and ‘First Romance’ and stage | 
show, headed by Martha Raye, at the | 
Encouraging reports are com- | 





Earle. 
ing from the holdovers and subse- 
quent-runners, particularly 
Dictator,’ ‘Lady Eve’ and ‘Sea Wolf. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-75-86-$1.14- 
$1.71) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th | 
wk). Second week of price slash | 
tilting the take a trifle toward an 
okay $8,500. Last week, $8,000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 35-46-57) | 
—‘Mr, and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (3d) 
run). Still showing plenty of draw- 
ing power with good $3,600. Last 
week. fine $3.000 for three days 0 
‘Virginia’ (Par). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— | 
‘Footsteps’ (WB). 
the week with poor $12,500. 
week, ‘Eve’ (Par), profitable $15.000. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68) — | 
‘First Romance’ (Mon.) with stage 
show featuring Martha Raye, Wilbur 
Evans and Edith Fellows. Combina- 
tion adding up to a hefty $22,000, not 
counting a nifty $2.000 chalked up 
for a special midnight showing Fri- 
day night (28) for Greek War Relief. 
Last week, ‘You're the One’ (Par), 
with Milt Britton’s ‘Crazy Show of 
1941’ staggered in the homestretch, 
and wound up with fairish $18,500. 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U). Netting plenty 
of bucks. Good for a zingy $17,500 
and a holdover. Last week, ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB) a cheery $14,800 
for the second week. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
—Eve’ (Par) (2d run). Word-of- 
mouth effect is pushing the take up 
to a pretty $6.300. Miles ahead of 
poor $3,800 for ‘Western Union’ (20th) 
on last week’s second-run try. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.970: 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Back Street’ (U) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Bringing in a bangup $4,800 
for holdover, on top of a potent $5,- 
500 last semester, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Sea Wolf’ (WB). Four days of 
second week ringing up a neat $8,500. 
Being yanked to bring house back to 
Wednesday opening schedule tomor- 
row, with ‘Nice Girl.’ Last week, 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) snagged a super 


$18,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (4th wk). Looks 
like it can last indefinitely with 
teriff $9.000 for this round. Last 
week, click $9,900. Will probably 
stick for at least one more ride. 


‘GONE’ BIG $11,500 IN 
OMAHA RETURN AT 55c 











| through here. 
‘Great | ‘Lady Eve’ at the Palace is strong 


f | ‘Strawberry 
| ‘Shayne Detective’ (WB), ditto. 


Dis intment of | (M-G) 
r $12! Last | after smash $11,000 last week. 





‘EVE’ $7,000, MONTREAL 


‘Gone’ 3d $9,500— ‘Adam’ Average 
$5,500 








Montreal, April 1. 


‘Gone’ in its third week is still away | 


in front of everything with a total 
of $9,500. It will probably see Lent 
Among the others, 
and may get a holdover. Balance 
about average or below. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 

‘Eve’ (Par). Pointing to good $7,000, 


| with h.o. likely. Last week, “Tobacco 


Road’ (20th), fair $5,500. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) — 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col). Average $5,500. Last week, 


Blonde’ (WB), and 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 40-60)—‘Gone’ 


(3d wk.). Excellent $9,500 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB). Not doing much with 
weak $2,500 anticipated. Last week, 
‘You're the One’ (Par) and ‘Mad Doc- 
tor’ (WB), ditto. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Queen Hearts’ (Emp-Brit.) and 
‘Francisco Docks’ (Rep). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Road Show’ (UA) and 
‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), weak $2,500. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Mayerling.’ Pacing for 
good $1,200. Last week, ‘Le Revolte’ 
poor $700 on its third try. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘L’Emigrante’ and ‘Kiki’. Aver- 
age $4,000. Last week, ‘Fin du Jour’ 
and ‘Miss Helyett’, fair $4,260. 


BISHOP’ $9,000, 








Cincinnati, April 1. 

Three major stands have fresh re- 
leases currently. Product is run-of- 
mine and general returns are below 
part ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ leads 
with a fair figure at the Albee. A 
notch behind is ‘Bad Man’ at the 
Palace. Grand has a luke-warmer 
in ‘Man Who Lost Himself.’ 

Shubert, linking ‘Penalty’ with 
Count Bernivici’s ‘Pan-American Fol- 
lies,’ has a sluggish score. 

Holding for its sixth week on the 
front line, which is a rare Cincy run, 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ has b.o. strength 
for the Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). Fair $9,000. 





Omaha, April 1. 

After grossing $48,000 at the Para- 
mount in its three-week roadshow 
run last year, ‘Gone with the Wind,’ 
at 25-40-55c, opened at the Omaha 
and doing good enough to imsure a 
holdover. 

‘The Bad Man’ plus ‘Free and 
Easy,’ at the Orpheum, are likewise 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 25-40-55) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G). Lively $11,500. 
and probably holds over. Last week, 
‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Shayne Detective’ 
(20th), healthy $9,400. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-30- 
40)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Free and 
Easy’ (M-G), with Alano Dass, mind- 
reader, held over on stage. Good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) 


and ‘Rangers Ride’ (Par), plus Dass, 


$8,500. 























Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par), good $13,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50)— 
‘Eve’ (Par). Transferred from Albee 
for second week. Okay $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) 
second week of second run, nice 
$4,000. Pic got swell $12,500 in first 
week at Palace. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Streets Cairo’ (U) and ‘Where Get 
Girl’ (U), split with ‘Shayne Detec- 
tive’ (20th) and ‘Flying Wild’ 
(Mono). Normal $2,100. Same last 
week for ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and 
‘Bury Me Not’ (U), divided with 
‘Caught in Act’ (PRC) and ‘Sign of 
Wolf’ (Mono). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Man Lost’ (U). Fair $3,500. Ditto 
last week on ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Moveover from 
Palace for second week. Poor $3,000. 








Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 10- | (WB), fourth week of second run, 


25-35-40)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Nifty $3,500. Last week, $5,500, very 
good. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 
*Thing Called Love’ (Col) and ‘Com- 
rade X’ (M-G). split with ‘Escape 
Glory’ (Col), ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) 
and ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). 
Pretty good $900. Last week, ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA) and ‘4 Mothers’ (WB), 
split with ‘Phantom Sub’ (Col), 
‘Capt. Caution’ (UA) and ‘Nobody’s 
Sweetheart’ (U), fair $800. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Behind News’ (Rep) and ‘Arizona’ 
(Col), trinle split with ‘Revenge 
Riders’ (Col). ‘Missing Daughters’ 
(Col) and ‘Cherokee Strin’ (Par), 
triple, and ‘2d Chorus’ (Par) and 
‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep). 
tood $1,100. 
Ranch’ (Rep), ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep) 
‘nd ‘Zorro’ (20th), triple split with 
‘Six Shooters’ (Col), ‘Outside Walls’ 
‘Col) and ‘Westbound Mail’ (Col), 
»nd ‘Chad Hanna’ (20th) and ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA), fair $800. 

_ Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
herg) (950: 600: 300: 25)—'Thing 


Last week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
fine $3,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 33-40-50)— 


‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Switched 
here for sixth straight week on main 
line after initial week at Palace. 
which fetched great $14,000, and 
four-week run in Keith’s. Nifty 
$3,200 on this attempt. Last week, 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par), slow $3,200. . 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G). Mild $8,000. Same 
last week on ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Penalty’ (M-G) and Count Berni- 
vici’s ‘Pan-American Follies.’ N.s.h. 
$9,500. Walter Compton, quizzer on 
the ‘Double or Nothing’ Sunday eve- 
ning Mutual web show for Feen-A- 





Last week, ‘Melody | Hunnicutt, WKRC announcer. 


| 





t‘alled Love’ (Col) and ‘Comrade X’ 
‘M-G), split with ‘Escape Glory’ 
ol), ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) 


Mint personaled at two perform- 


Pretty | ances Saturday night (29) with Mike 


Net- 
work stanza originated Sunday (30) 
at Music Hall as radio hypo for 
Cincy’s Community Chest drive. Last 
week, ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) and 
Ear] Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ faded in last 
half to $11,500, fair. 





good $900. Last week, ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA) and ‘4 Mothers’ (WB), 


| Split with ‘Phantom Sub’ (Col), ‘No- | 


“Taunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Fairly Caution’ (UA), under average $700. 


| ‘Cheers 


CINCY SLOW 


ADAM’ $8,000, PROV.; 
‘DOE’ H.0. PRETTY 96 


| 6 
| 





Providence, April 1. 
Main-stemmers are holding tp 
nicely, and carrying two holdgvers, 
‘Back Street’ at RKO Albee and 
‘Meet John Doe’ at Majestic. ‘Adam | 
|Had Four Sons’ at Strand stepping | 
along to neat figure. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
|‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Make Music’ 
|(RKO) (2d wk). Heading for nice 
$6,000, after sock $9,000 last week. 

| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
'50)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Free 
| Easy’ (M-G) (2d run). Only fair 
| $2,000 expected. Last week, ‘Dic- 
| tator’ 





(UA) and ‘Devil Commands’ 
(Col) (2d run), fair $3,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)— 


‘Prairie Pioneers’ (Rep) and vaude, 
In for regular $6,000. Last week, 
‘Phantom Cowboy’ (Rep) and vaude, 
healthy $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 29-55-65)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk). Still tops 
with swell $9,000 in sight. Last week, 
zowie $16,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Bad Man’ (M-G) and ‘Road Show’ 
(UA). Fair $11,000. Last week, 
Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (M-G), so-so $10,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50) 
—‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Secret Seven’ 
(Col). Hefty biz promising this one 
swell $8,000. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) 
and ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
good $6,500. 


FOOTSTEPS 206 
WITH VAUDE, 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, April 1. 

In general, business conditions are 
jmounting or holding their own 
jagainst fair spring weather. Even 
ithe celluloid weak-sisters and nabes 
| getting okay marks, not feeling any 
competish from indoor hockey, 
bowling craze or annual Sportsmen’s 
Show. 


Nevertheless, the Palace has the 
field almost to itself with ‘Footsteps 
in Dark’ and girl unit tagged ‘Holly- 
wood Gold-Diggers of 1941.’ Next- 
door State not offering much oppo- 
sish with ‘Lady Eve,’ but is keeping 
its feet dry. ‘Cheers Miss Bishop’ 
| also going satisfactorily for Hipp, 
although not the type of film for this 
thriller-stand. 

Both ‘Fantasia’ and ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ maintaining their pull at 
| Hanna and Stillman with surprising 
|h.o, consistency. 


Estimates for This Week 
| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
|‘Sea Wolf? (WB). Nice $3,500 for 
| this shiftover. Last week, ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO) (re-issue) didn’t quite 
jlive up to pluggine of Academy 




















‘Smith’ $6,800, Port; 








| prize-winning stars, average $3,400. 

| Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 

| Proximity of Holy Week may cut 


> |into third stanza, but sighting close 


to $10,000, after collecting excellent 
| $11,500 last week. 

| Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
|—Cheers. Bishop’ (UA). Liked 
| enough by femmes to take good $10,- 
|000. Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), 
| very nice $11,900. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) plus vaude. 
| This one had been skedded for the 
| Hipp, but shifted here to give this 
|RKO deluxer a strong money bill. 
| Hypo is ‘Hollywood Gold-Diggers of 
41’ on stage, which had seats jammed 
| up to top balconies on first two days. 
Robust $20,000 practically set. Last 
week, ‘Second Chorus’ (Par) with 
Will Bradley’s orchestra, only fair 
| $15,700, due to bad getaway. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
|—'Eve’ (Par). Sweet notices and 





good promotion are helping comedy 
to catch $11,000, just okay for this | 
| time of the year. Last week, ‘Dic- 
tator’ (UA), $13,600, under the esti- | 
mate, but still pretty healthy. 

| Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Dictator’ (UA). Weekend 
|standees and grand $7,000 or plus. 
Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) 
/on h.o, banged out one of the finest 
|Hardy grosses, $6,900, and would 
have stayed another but for crowded 
bookings. 


Basketball Too Tough 





| $4,600 second week, very big, on top 





Opposish, Closes House 








Minneapolis, April 1. | 
In order to take in the state bas- 
| ketball tournament here, Tom Hall, | 
| owner of the theatre at Buhl, Minn.. 


| week, cancelling all bookings. 
| Most of the town’s population was 


and | body’s Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Capt.|in Minneapolis, anyway, to attend 


ithe tournament, according to Hall. 


i wk ), $2,500, okay. 


‘Hardy’ Tops Dull Pitt, $15,700 





Girl, Guy’-‘Vanities’ in Red at $16,800—Rest Also 


Sink Into Doldrums 





No. 1 Pix for Early Eve 


Portland, Ore., April 1. 

All houses showing new product 
this week, with ‘Mr. and Mrs, Smith’ 
doing a wow biz for the Orpheum, 
and ‘Buck Privates’ coming in well 
at the Broadway. 

Major theatres all scheduling No. 
1 pix for early evening hours. Show- 
men believe procedure will increase 
attendance after public gets used to 
the idea. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) 2,000; 35-40-50) 
—+‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Back in 
Saddle’ (Rep). In line for good $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) and 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), great $10,000 in 





+ 





10 days. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen)—San | 
Carlo Opera Company. Last week | 
(1,500; 35-40-50) —‘Hardy’s Secretary’ | 
(M-G), single billed for a second | 
week, after first at UA, took nice | 
$4,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)— ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Make Music’ 
(RKO). Strong $6,800. Last week, 
‘Tobacco Rogd’ (20th) and ‘Jennie’ 
(20th) closed¥a second week for sat- 
isfactory $4,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Footsteps’ (WB) 
and ‘Comes Happiness’ (WB). Looks 
like average $5,400. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par) and ‘Phantom Submarine’ 
(Col) (2d wk), high $6,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and 
‘Free and Easy’ (M-G). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and | 
‘Keeping Company’ (M-G) disap- 
pointing $3,800. 


COME-VAUDE — 
136; MPLS. 0-50 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

Grosses continue subnormal, but 
still sufficiently healthy to warrant 
a trio of holdovers for two suc- 
cessive weeks. ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
and ‘Buck Privates’ are in their 
third week at the Century and 
Gopher, respectively. The third of 
the h. o. trio, ‘Tobacco Road,’ moved 
from the State to the World and is 
doing nicely. 

Aside from the Aster’s dual bill- 
ers, the only newcomers are ‘Lady 
Eve’ and ‘Come Live With Me,’ State 
and Orpheum offerings. Latter is 
backed up by a stage show, includ- 
ing ‘Truth or Consequence’ and Ray 
Herbeck’s orchestra. Both are barg- | 
ing along profitably. 

Heaviest opposition over the week- 
end came from the state high-school | 
basketball tournament, drawing Ca- 
pacity crowds of 15.000 to the munic- 
ipal auditorium. For a change the 














showhouses had a good weather 
break. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 


‘Shadow Stairs’ (WB) and Scatter- 
good Baines’ (RKO), dual first-runs. 
Okay $1,500 in five days. ‘Streets 
Cairo’ (U) and ‘Girl News’ (20th), 
also dual first-runs, open today 
(Tuesday). Last week, ‘Old Colo- 
rado’ (Par) and ‘Little Men’ (RKO), 


dual first-runs, fair $1,200 in five 
days. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 44- 


55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d run) (3d wk). 
At present pace should hold for at 
least one more week. Looks like 
good $7,500. Last week, fine $9,600 
after big $11,000 first week. 


Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— | 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) (3d wk). First | 
picture ever to hold over at this 


house, and still pulling ’em in amaz- 
ingly. Fine $4,000 indicated, after 


of splendid $4,200 initial canto. 


Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 28- 
44-55)—‘Come_ Live’ (M-G) plus 
‘Truth or Consequences’ and Ray 
Herbeck orchestra, etc., on stage. 


Turnstiles are clicking better than 
in recent weeks. Likely to climb to 
$13,000, which is good, but under 
what returns should be in a town 
of this size. Last week, ‘Westerner’ 
(UA) and Joe Reichman orchestra, 
etc., on stage, only mild $9,400, lack 
of film with feminine appeal prob- 
ably keeping down takings. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300: 28-39- 
44)—'‘Eve’ (Par). Plenty of praise 





for film. Likely to build to good | 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ | 
(20th), $8,200, good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)— 


‘Santa Fe’ (WB). First neighborhood 


showing. Okay $3,000 _ indicated. | 


| | Last week, ‘Flight Command’ (M-G), | $5,500. 
| closed the showhouse for the entire | $2,800, fair. 


World (Par-Steffes) (350: 28-39-44- | 
55)—Tobacco Road’ (20th (2d wk). 
Looks like pretty sood $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (2d 
j 


Pittsburgh, Apri] 1. 

Biz slipping into Holy Week ways 
and current session will be preity 
much on wrong side of ledger. Only 
Penn is beating the rap, ‘Andy 
Hardy's Private Secretary’ riding 
along nicely, and sufficiently strong 
to insure h.o. at Warner. Elsewhere 
however, it’s a_ case of the blues. 
Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ and ‘Gir]’ 
Guy and a Gob’ at Stanley will show 
streak of red, and that'll probably be 
the general rule. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,200; 50-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk.), 
Road show film has never caught on 
properly and run at moment is some- 
what in doubt. So far tix are being 
racked only up and including Satur- 
day night (5), although there’s pos- 
sibility Disney outfit may decide to 
chance Holy Week, hoping for a 


break with end of Lent, Doesn't 
look like more than $5,000 this 
stanza. Last week, with alteration 


of price policy to include cheaper 
seats and also kiddie tickets at half 
price, ‘Fantasia’ played to several 
hundred more people but not as 
much dough, around $6,100, as pre- 
ceding week, which was close to 
$6,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (MG). Will 
come out well on top at $15,700. That 
means a h.o. for film at Warner. 
Last week ‘Dictator’ (UA), all right 
at close to $15,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)— ‘Eve’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Should roll small- 
seater into a profitable session at 
$3,100 Last week, ‘Monster and 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) 
only $1,600. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Escape Glory’ (Col) and ‘Vigilantes’ 
(U). Each of these films had been 
scheduled to play singly couple of 
months ago but product jam, result 
of h.o’s and continued unavailability 
of Alvin, forced management to 
double them up. It’s been a local 
gag that longest run on record here 
has been ‘Glory’s’ trailer. Senator 
has been running it as ‘coming at- 
traction since early December. 
House will be happy to settle for 
$4,200 on current dualer. Last week, 


‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) (2d wk), a 
disappointment at $4,800. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 


‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and Ear] Carroll 
‘Vanities.’ Pretty expensive flesh this 
week and won’t pay back its keep, 
despite fact that film fare got fine 
notices. Doesn’t look like more than 
$16,800 and that’s red for this setup. 
Last week, Martha Raye finished 
like a house afire and with ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G) gave this WB deluxer 
a great $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘You’re the One’ (Par) and Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G). Last minute book- 
ing for this spot. ‘Dictator’ had al- 
ready been billed to move from 
Penn, but film deal differences pulled 
out Chaplin picture and sent house 


scurrying for another attraction 
night before opening day. This 
combo won’t even see. daylight. 


Maybe a bit better than $3,000, that’s 
all. Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) on h.o. 


| from Penn, swell $7,800. 





‘Hardy’ $16,000 Paces 
Balto; ‘Adam’ - Vaude 
1236, ‘Lost’ $6,000 





Baltimore, April 1. 
Expected Lenten slump not af- 
fecting local downtowners much. 


Sudden and unlooked for flurry of 
snow Saturday night (29) slowed 
matters up a bit, but not enough to 
hurt. Out in front in robust style 
is ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary, 
at Loew’s Century. Also steady 15S 
‘Adam Had Four Sons’ at the combo 
Hipp, and ‘Footsteps in the Dark,’ 
which is drawing some daytime re- 
sponse to the New. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
28-44)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ ‘(M-G). 
Offsetting Lenten blues with a rous- 
ing $16,000, and a sure h.o. Last 
week, ‘Dictator’ (UA) drew plenty 
of response at $15,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-56-66)—‘Adam)’ (Col) plus 
vaude. Attracting a steady play at 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ 
(RKO) and vaude layout headed by 
Milt Herth Trio and Watson Sisters 
held up nicely at $12,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Man Lost’ (U). Getting 
a fair response at $6,000. Last week. 
second of ‘Eve’ (Par) added solid 


$7,200 to bango opening round at 
$11.400. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 


44)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) Getting some 
daytime femme response. About 
Last week, ‘Mary Dugan 


| (M-G) did not measure up at $4.300. 


Stanley (WB) (3.280: 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding in fair style at $8,000. afte: 
ringing bell solidly on initial sesh 


to $12,600. 
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Held over at these Loew engagements! 


BOSTON NEWARK 
AKRON JERSEY CITY 
HARRISBURG HARTFORD 
LONDON NEW HAVEN 
NORFOLK WORCESTER 


RICHMOND _— CLEVELAND 
WILMINGTON PITTSBURGH 

922 PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON 
READING LOUISVILLE 
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E Every Record Smashed 


; at POPULAR PRICES! 
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PHILADELPHIA, Stanton 
Held over for fourth week . 
totaling a Philadelphia first 
run of ten consecutive weeks! 


ALBA 
ane aner’s 
Teco Str and 


a rd. sy 
tinea Pea 
pedi "9 house 
ALLENTOWN, Colonial exe 
First picture in an entire year core nur? 
to be held over for second CY gol? and ev 
week! ot yov' ot? qa’ MY" 
a \ od 1 OE | Nk GLENS FALLS, Paramount 


Every record smashed! 


BINGHAMTON, Strand 


UTICA, as smashed! ™ SCHENECTADY, Proctor’s Every record smashed! Held over! 
Every Every record smashed! Lckes PASSAIC M 
ON, Fabian ; gt Le + Montauk 
— ry record smashed! nN apitol hed! BUFFALO. pane smashed: Every record smashed! 
w Every 410 ' | gmo Every rec ourse: eq! 
ATER RY WA Every - Held over of ¢ Rac 
a Cxte, ty EDMONTON, virgen WILLI AM KENO ane: Rial, 
Ying tj ° Aditiong, Every — third week: ‘ SPORT, Rialto om Kenosha ry "org 
Held over ° ery record smashed! very record smashed! ™Ashecy 


_ THE EASTER ATTRACTION OVER LOEW’S ENTIRE.METROPOLITAN CIRCUIT! 
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Goldenson Now Heads Par Theatres; 
Co. Ends Important 3-Day Powwow 


+ 
| 





Named head of the theatre depart- 
ment of Paramount during the past , 
week by Barney Balaban, likelihood | 

° | 
is that Leonard H. Goldenson will be 
given title of vice-president or gen- 
eral manager over that important | 
branch of the company’s activities at 
an early date. He may at the same | 
time be made a director of Par, | 
placing him in the same position as_ 
occupied by Y. Frank Freeman prior | 
to latter’s transfer to the Coast 
about three years ago to take charge 
of production. 


Goldenson was Officially desig- | 
nated in full charge of all Par thea- 
tre operations at the three-day con- 
vention held in Hot Springs, Va., 
by Par h. o. executives of all 
branches, theatre partners and oth- 
ers, including Freeman, who came 
on from the Coast. Meeting was 
held Thursday through Saturday 
(27-29) to discuss general operating 
problems and the consent decree 
particularly. | 

Formerly executive assistant to 
Freeman, Goldenson took over the 
lead reins on theatres for Balaban 
when Freeman was shifted to the 
studio, with Sam Dembow, Jr., and 
Leon Netter also in key posts on 
operating-booking matters. The 
status of Dembow, contacting the, 
northern tier of states and Leon 
Netter, with New England and the 
south, will remain the same as exec 
associates to Goldenson. Up to de- 
claring Goldenson the boss of thea- 
tres, he has served in what may be 
designated without portfolio. 


Into Paramount originally as an 
attorney, Goldenson earned his spurs 
on the reorganization of the com- 
pany’s New England theatre inter- 
ests, coming into the h.o. after that 
as Freeman’s assistant. He has 
gained wide recognition within a 
few years as an operator. 

Hot Springs Palaver 

At the Hot Springs powwow, 
Freeman dwelt on defense so far as 
pictures are concernd, while Neil 
Agnew spoke of picture product as 
it appears from a distributor’s point 
of view. Bob Wilby is chief co- 
ordinator of defense activities for 
films among the Par partners, while 
Abe Blank, who went on to Wash- 
ington after the meeting is also lend- 
ing an important hand in this con- 
nection. Blank, now in New York, 
is going back to Des Moines tomor- 
row (Thurs.). Wilby is also here for 
a few days. 

The consent decree was discussed 
at the Hot Springs sessions by Austin 
C. Keough, general counsel for Par, 
who has prepared a special manual 
on that but no specific warnings or 
cautions were placed on the record 
nor were any particular theories ad- 
vanced, it is said. 

Balaban and Stanton Griffis dis- 
cussed the good-will being estab- 
lished by Paramount and the highly 
satisfactory 
pany. Problems of theatre operation 
and exchange of ideas among part- 
mers from all parts of the country 
were gone over in a general man- 
mer, it was reported. 


Hoblitzelle’s Flagship 
Theatre’s 20th Anni 


Dallas, April 1. 
The Majestic, home of the dove- 
tailed Interstate and Texas Consoli- 





dated Circuits, on Sunday (March 
$0) began celebration of its 20th 
birthday. 


The party opened with Phil Spi- | 


talny and his all-girl Hour of Charm 
orchestra, giving its national weekly 


65-75 SCRIBES WILL 


condition of the com-| 





Dietz’s Ballyhoo Job 
For U.S. Defense Bonds 


Washington, April 1. 
Motion picture angles of the Treas- 
ury Department's new series of De- 
fense Savings Bonds and Postal Sav- 
ings Stamps will be handled by 
Howard Dietz, director of publicity 
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the De- 
partment announced Saturday (29). 
Dietz, whose office will be with the | 
new Defense Savings Staff in the, 
Treasury Department, will collabo- | 
rate with the Motion Picture Com- 
mittee Cooperating on National De- 
fense. His main duties will be the 
making of educational shorts. 
Dietz, a native New Yorker and 
writer of 13 plays, joined the Gold- 
wyn Picture Corp. soon after his 
discharge from the Navy in 1918. 








MAKE ‘LIE’ JUNKET: 


Three carloads of magazine and 
newspaper writers leaving from 
New York, and one special car from 
Boston, will make the trip to Little- 
ton, N. H., Bette Davis’ home-town, 
for the birthday celebration and 
premiere of her latest Warner Bros. | 
|picture, ‘The Great Lie.’ In all, be- | 
| tween 65-75 of the working press 
| will make the weekend junket, de- 
| parting Friday (4) and returning 





The Brush 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

Nominated for an Oscar for 
press agent gall: Al Zimbalist, 
exploiteer for the Stanley-War- 
ner circuit. 

Zimbalist sent a letter to 
Prime Minister Churchill asking 
him to endorse the picture ‘Lit- 
tle Men,’ which opened at the 
Karlton three weeks ago. 

Last Friday Zimbalist reveived 
a reply from Churchill’s secr 
tary. It read: 

‘The Prime Minister has con- 
sidered your suggestion, but he 
has asked me to explain that, 
owing to extreme pressure of 
other work he regrets it will not 
be possible for him to do as you 
suggest.’ 





e- 
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Pennsy Giving ‘Diedk’s 
‘B’way Limited’ Wide 
Exploitation in Tieup 


One of the most extensive and ex- 
pensive advertising exploitation- 
gublicity campaigns ever accorded 
a film is being set for Hal Roach’s 
‘Broadway Limited,’ with the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad footing virtually 
the entire freight. Picture takes its 
title from the name of the Pennsy’s 
streamlined New York-Chicago ex- 
press and shots on and of the train 
are used extensively. 

Al Paul Lefton, head of the agency 
bearing his name. which handles the 
railroad’s advertising, estimated on 
Monday (31) that the campaign will 
reach 30.000.000 paid circulation. Full 
pages will be used in every major 
magazine in the country, all roto 
and magazine sections of dailies, and 
every fan mag. 











| Sunday night (6). 

| The N. Y. departure includes also 
writers from Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh, etc., that being .the furthest 
west with the lone exception of Ann 
| Marsters, of the Chicago Herald- 
Examiner, who requested she come 
along for a special story. 











Defense Coin 


 t,9 Continued from page 3 




















| independents are readying to lay out 
| an additional $250,000. 





Philly’s Boomlet 
Philadelphia, April 1. 

Boom in film biz here on wave of 
| defense spending spree is bringing 
out the undercover boys with the 
bankrolls who try, to pick up options 
jon leases on film houses nearing ex- 
piration, 
| It’s a condition that crops up here 
whenever business perks up. The 
bankroll guys approach the owners 
| of theatre properties, and raise the 
| ante on the rent the owner is getting 
| from the current tenant. In most 
| cases it results in the guy occupying 
the house being forced to pay more 
| rent to forestall losing it. 
} More War Boom Bldg. 
Louisville, April 1. 
| Indicative of the local boom in 
amusement spending, brought about 
by an influx of defense workers, is 
announcement of a drive-in theatre 
to accommodate 1,000 automobiles. 
Gustave Jahnke, Milwaukee con- 
tractor who is building a similar 
drive-in in Kansas City and one in 
| Chicago, has been notified to be in 
readiness to construct the ene in 
Louisville on short notice. 

Another theatre project near Fort 
Knox and Louisville, at Elizabeth- 
town, Ky., is under way. 
Amusement Co., which operates the 
Ritz, will build a house seating 1,000. 
Town is close to Fort Knox, which 
now has an army population of 30,- 
000. 
company, will operate both houses. 











| 

Outdoor Theatre 

Fort Sam Houston, Tex., April 1. 

| The baseball park here, Matthew- 
son field, is being converted intc an 
| outdoor theatre. A stage is being 


Kentucky | 


J. M. Hobbs, president of the | 


broadcast from the Majestic stage | made near home plate and special 





Sunday night at 9 o'clock. 
Stores and hotels carried display 


ads heralding the 20th birthday of | 


the theatre that seats’2,700 on three 
levels. Special sections of Dallas 
newspapers carried stories of the 
Majestic and Interstate staffs. There 
were special honors for Kar] Hoblit- 
zelle, president of Interstate. 





WB’S AD SALES WEEK 


Warner Bros. set aside the week of 


April 6 as Ad Sales Week in line /of new recruits into Camp Shelby 


with the customary feature sales | 
drive which ends April 29, 

Slogan is ‘An Advertising . Order | 
with Every Show.’ 


| in the camp by the end of this year. 


|lights and a p.a. system are being 
installed. 

Each week various civic, fraternal 
and other organizations will present 
entertainments for the soldiers and 

draftees. 





Dry Miss. a Hot Spot 
Hattiesburg, Miss., April 1. 
| Region about this city promises to 
develop into a bootlegger’s paradise 
| with the constantly increasing flow’ 


nearby. Reason is that Mississippi is 
bone dry. 
Probably be more than 60,000 men 


In addition, he said, every railroad 


car on the line will be placarded, 


and will carry folders: all the menus 
on diners will carry a mention of 
| the film; every bus owned by the 
| company will be placarded front and 
rear; every railroad man in the 
| country will get a personal letter, 
| every station will be placarded and 
new timetables to be issued with the 
| start of daylight saving time will 
carry a line about the picture. 

Picture ‘Broadway Limited’ is he- 
ing distributed by United Artists for 
May release. 


HAYWORTH NEW DANCE 











Hollywood, April 1. 

Rita Hayworth, originally as- 
signed to the femme lead in Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Our Life,’ has been shifted 
to ‘Hes My Uncle’ on the same lot, 
where she will co-star and dance 
with Fred Astaire, 

Musical, dealing with draftees, is 
a Sam Bischoff production, to be di- 
rected by Sidney Lanfield. 


N.Y. Unit of SPG Wants 
Bargaining OK by NLRB 


Immediate collective bargaining 
conferences have been requested by 
the New York unit of the Screen 
Publicists Guild for the five cate- 
gories of homeoffice press depart- 
ment employes conceded as appro- 
priate members of the bargaining 
unit by majors at recent National 
Labor Relations Board hearings. 

Letters asking for the bargaining 
huddles went out this week to the 











ner Bros., which made no conces- 
sions at the hearings. Categories 
|Okayed by the other companies in- 
clude advertising copywriters, pub- 
licity writers and contact men. press- 
beopag editors and writers, production 
men and New York exploitation 
; men, except as each group may in- 
| volve persons engaged in foreign 
publicity. 

Oral argument will be heard to- 
morrow (Thursday) at the NLRB’s 
offices in Washington. 





Time Bomb Injures 5 





Meridian, Miss., April 1. 

An explosion in the Royal theatre 
Thursday (27), which police said was 
caused by a time bomb, injured five 
persons, four of whom were sent to 
the hospital, The explosion occurred 
near the front of the theatre. Patrons 
rushed for the exits but order was 
soon restored. 





Police are investigating. 


PARTNER FOR ASTAIRE 


prez of each company except War- | 


Call to Army Brings WB Shifts 
In Pitt; Other Theatre Changes 





Pittsburgh, April 1. 


With number of men leaving for 
army, flock of changes have just 
been made in WB managerial setup 
in this district. Charles Alcott suc- 
ceeds Edward Salamon as asst. at 
Warner; Victor Goldberg goes from 
Ambridge to Cambria in Johnstown; 
Alex Stratigos is new asst. at State, 
Wilkinsburg, succeeding Walter 
Thomas, promoted to asst.’s berth at 
Rowland in Wilkinsburg; John 
Marini upped from Mr. Oliver’s staff 
to Al Skigen’s asst. at New Oakland, 
and Milton Ripp, formerly Schenley 
asst, now at Enright under Bill 
Hock. 

John A. Freinstein, formerly in 
booking department, now in charge 
of checking at M-G exchange. F. D. 
(Dinty) Moore, WB office manager, 
moved his family to Pittsburgh from 
Orvisonia. Formerly Main Line 
salesman. Bill Nesbitt, Sr., veteran 


at his home for nine months. 


tising head of Harris Amusement Co. 
during extended absence of his 
superior, George Tyson, who has 
been on road for several months 
ahead of ‘Icecapades.’ Hoel sticks on 
job through summer inasmuch as 
Tyson, when ‘Icecapades’ tour winds 
up on Coast next month, will leave 
immediately after for Atlantic City 
to direct annual Showmen’s Jubilee 
for fifth consecutive year. Jim Lind- 
say, formerly with Pittsburgh Play- 
house, is Hoel’s assistant. 





New Coast Theatres 


Los Angeles, April 1. 

Harry Rackin and _= associates 
started construction on the new 
Laurel theatre, 750-ggater, slated for 
opening late in May. George Shey: 
and William Maass are assocjated 
with Rackin in the new venture. 

April 15 is slated as opening date 
of the new Rose theatre, 650-seater, 
in Santa Barbara. House is being 
erected by Coast Theatres, Inc., in 
association with Louis Kaplan and 
H. R. Graham. 

Wholesale shift of circuit em- 
ployes followed the resignation of 
Dick Dickson as district manager of 
Fox-West Coast Theatres in the 
Southern California Area No. 4. 
Stan Myers moved into the Dickson 
berth, Earl Rice succeeded Myers as 
F-WC city manager for Glendale, 
and others moved up all along the 
line. Dickson resigned to go with 
Harry Sherman, producer of Hop- 
along Cassidy pictures for Para- 
mount. 

N. H. (Jack) Brower, general man- 
ager of Soundies Distributing Corp., 
opening new branch exchange in 
Chicago, with Charles A. Byrnes in 
charge. 

Harry Denny, former manager of 
Majestic Film distribution offices in 
L. A., moved in as manager of the 
Alexander Preview Co., covering the 
Coast from his headquarters here. 





Bill Elson’s Closed Town 
Minneapolis, April 1. 

Bill Elson who has the 1,800-seat 
Palace, loop subsequent-run house 
here, acquired two theatres. at 
Cloquet, Minn., the Leb and Cloquet, 
from Sheldon Grengs. He _ will 
operate them along with the Palace. 

They are the only two houses in 
the town. 





George Smith’s Midwest 0.0. 


to western division sales manager- 
ship for Paramount at the home 
office, left Monday (31) for the mid- 
west, with Omaha as his first stop. 
At that point he will install Al Tay- 
|lor as branch manager. He was 
|formerly a salesman in San Fran- 
cisco. 

| Taylor succeeds A. Mendenhall, in 
| charge of the exchange there for 15 
years, who has become a special 





|shorts sales representative for Par | 
Charles | 


for the Kansas City district. 
Duer, salesman in Denver, also has 
| joined the shorts forces, working out 
| of that point. 


‘Smith, who has covered sonie of | 
|his 19 exchange points previously, | 


| will also look in on Denver before 
returning east. 





Film Row employee, has been ailing | 


Ken Hoel will continue as adver- | 


George Smith, recently promoted | 


ing back as manager at Roosevelt, 
and W. Rose returns to top spot at 
Colonial. All Sterling (John Danz) 
houses, 

William Shartin, WB exchange 
manager here, back in circulation 
after three weeks in local hospital, 
due to poisoning. 





Bill Blanks’ House 
Terre Haute, Ind., April 1, 
Bill Blank, son of Nat Blank, man- 
ager of the Orpheum here, named 
house. manager of the Wallace at 
Peru, Ind. 





Hiatus for 55th Street, N. Y. 
Lack of strong French product 
plus the Lenten-season lull, has 
prompted the 55th Street cinema, 
New York, to shutter temporarily, 











Back Pay Storm 


mma ontinued from page 7 





| Wage and Hour Act became effec- 
tive. The drive is already getting 
under way here, but the scene may 
shift to the east when the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes and other big unions sit 
down to talk wages and conditions. 

No mention of retroactive pay was 
made during the Wage and Hour 
hearings but Washington officials 
have indicated that the Wage and 
Hour division has no authority to 
order retroactive pay unless there 
are violations after the classifications 
have been certified. And these cer- 
tifications will not be completed 
until Vincent completes his recom- 
mendations and forwards them to 
Col. Philip Fleming. 

One attache of the Labor depart- 
ment stated any move for back pay 
would have to be initiated by indi- 
viduals or unions through sections 
in the Federal Court. It has been 
hinted though that the unions, in- 
cluding those in the Studio Basic 
Agreement, may take a short cut by 
including the retroactive pay situa- 
tion in their new contract demands, 
It has been hinted that this is al- 
ready under consideration by George 
E. Browne’s IATSE outfit, which sent 
Joseph A, Padway, general counsel 
for AFL, here from Washington to 
represent the studio locals at the 
Wage and Hour hearings. The pro- 
ducers were represented by Fred E. 
Pelton, who made an excellent show- 
ing despite lack of knowledge dis- 
played by his witnesses. 

Shorten Week and Coin, Ciaim 

The Walt Disney Studio went on 
a five-day week,effective Saturday 
(29), and workers claimed that pay 
cuts ranging from 10% to 15% were 
put into force. Officials said the 
reason for the switch is that two- 
thirds of the employes fall under 
the 40-hour provision of the Wage- 
Hour Act, while the creative work- 
ers making up the other third have 
been working 44 hours. They claim 
this resulted in confusion, hindrance 
and overtime because of the nec- 
cessity of staggering the four hours 
of those exempt from the Wage-Hour 
Law. Union leaders took a different 
view. They claimed the move was 
to cut earnings in anticipation of the 
AFL drive, so that if forced to sign 
| up the bargaining on wages would 
| Start from a lower level. 
| Committees representing the 
| Screen Writers Guild are now nego- 
| tiating with the Producers and the 
| Artists Managers Guild® The scriv- 
;eners are demanding a real] contract 
to replace the current’ skeleton 
agreement which expires April 10. 
| They also are preparing to license 
all agents, and to demand appoint- 
ment of a negotiator to secure bids 
on all story material before it is 
sold, 

The Screen Actors Guild also {fs 
negotiating with the Producers on 
improved wages for extras, day play- 
ers and free lance actors. These 





St. Cloud’s 17th Link conferences may be completed this 


St. Cloud Amusement Corp., of | 
Washington, N. J., has obtained term | 
lease on Highbridge theatre, High- 
bridge, N. J., the 17th theatre this 
circuit has added to its operations in 
this part of Jersey. Deal for house 
was made with George W. Leonard, 
allan with Berk & Krum- 
gold. 





Lewis’ Two Houses Now 
; Seattle, April 1. 
Milton Lewis, who came here re- 
cently from Chi as assistant manager 
for Palomar, promoted to manage- 
ment of two Sterling houses, in west 
Seattle, the Granada and Portola, 
Darrell Schmalfe moved from man- 


spot at Palomar, where Jerry Ross 





continues as manager. Wm. Keat- 


ager at Winter Garden to assistant | 


week and new wage brackets an- 
nounced for the atmosphere play- 
| 

| The Central Casting Corp. still 1s 
| being picketed by a squad of ‘old 
| time extra players’ headed by Ed 
| Dahlen. They claim the old timers 
|}are being discriminated against in 
the distribution of extra jobs and-are 
demanding that Howard R. Philbrick 
| be ousted as general manager. Phil- 
brick was given the appointment af- 
ter a dictograph scandal in Sacra- 
mento resulted in his resignation as 
director of motor vehicles. Dahlen 
has appealed to the church people 
for aid, and states th.t he will con- 
tinue to picket until the producer: 
capitulate. 


in 
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Practically Every Situation Sets 
Extended Time in the First 
Roaring Week of Release! 


‘THE SEA WOLF’ 
by JACK LONDON 


h ALEXANDER KNOX e GENE LOCKHART ¢ BARRY FITZGEF. 
Screen Play by Robert Rossen @ Music by Erich Wolfgang Korno~’ 
Directed by 


MICHAEL CURTIZ 














"WARNERS CAN TAKE A 
BOW--'THE SEA WOLF? 
IS HOLLYWOOD AT ITS 


BEST." ow. y. pasty Mirror 
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Russia Has Twice as Many Cinemas | 


And Studios as U.S. Says Soviet Film 


Chief, But Admi 


+ 


| 


Although American films are still 
technically better than Russian, the 
U.S.S.R. now has more than twice 
as many theatrcs and twice as many 
studios as the “!nited States, it was | 
said last week by Gregor Irsky, chief 
engineer of the Soviet Committee on 
Motion Pictures. Irsky and two fel- 
low technicians are in this country 
on a four-month equipment-buying 
tour. 

Russian engineer declared the 
U.S.S.R. is now making about 100 fea- 
tures a year. These, he said, are being 
exhibited in 40,000 theatres (U. S. 
has 17,000). They vary in size from 
300-400-500-seaters in the provinces 
to 1.000 and 1,200-seaters in larger 
cities, he continued. 

There are 51 studios operating 
scattered throughout the country 
(about 25 in the U. S.), and of these 
15 are making feature films, 25 work 
on newsreels, 10 are turning out ‘cul- | 
tural’ pictures and one is making 
cartoons, the film man avers. 

Irsky is in the U. S. with a blank 
check to purchase all the equipment 
that ‘interests’ him, he said. His | 
biggest order was placed while on 
the Coast two weeks ago. It was for 
25 Mitchell cameras for a total of 
$170,000. He's also buying projec- 
tion and printing machines. Only 
equipment presently being made in 
the U.S.S.R., Irsky said, is some pro- 
jectors. 

Russian buying mission, operating 
through Amtorg, official ‘ U.S.S.R. 
trading corporation in this country, 


‘scale because of extreme technical 


MEX LAW EASES 


ts We're Still Tops 





Invents Way to Switch 
Silent Projector to Talker 


Tokyo, March 1. 

The old-fashioned, silent  film- 
projector can now be remodeled as a | 
talker with slight modification as a | 
result of seven months’ consecutive | 
studies of a 31-year-old Tokyo me- | 
chanic, Seihei Yumoto. 

Previously, this remodeling had 
long been considered to be an im-| 
possibility among experts in Japan | 
because of technical difficulties. At | 
present, some 8,000 old projectors are | 
supposed to be lying idle throughout | 
the country. 





Altec’s Explanation 
Altec Sound Service experts in 
New York do not see how any inven- 
tion for converting silent projection 
equipment into a talker could be 
worked on a feasible commercial 


difficulties and expense Involved. 





CENSORSHIP 


Reverse English 


Buenos Aires, April 1. 
Translation of pic sub-titles 
from English to Spanish often 
brings translators headaches in 
making sure words acceptable in 


one S. A. country are O.K. in 
another. But unspoken word in 
the short, ‘Eyes of the ,Navy,’ 


now at the Gran Rex, is causing 
unexpected trouble and a blush 
to the exhibitor unable to ex- 
plain that its meaning is innocent 
in the U. S. while offensive here. 
Incident comes when the aviator 
shown in the pic finales with a 
symbol intended to mean good 
luck to the English, 

Here the same sign means 
something no family publication 
would print. 


TALK U.S. FILM 
POOL IN AUSSIE 








Sydney, March 10. 

VY. S. distribs operating in this ter- 
ritory would be wise, especially un- 
der current wartime conditions, to 
discard separate distribution and 
pool product for a combined outlet 
via one major setup, it has been sug- 
gested here. 

It has been said that New York 
would not frown upon such an idea, 
meaning as it would a powerful drop 
in overhead costs covering the pres- 
ent-day distribution arrangement in 
so far as Aussie is concerned. 





N. Y. Nixes Idea 
Report from Sydney on a sug- 
gested pooling of U. S. distribution 





OF PIX 





has been here for two months and 


will remain at least two more. Fed- | 


eral government defense orders are 
making it difficult for the Russians 


to get delivery on the stuff they are: 


buying. 
Irsky had nothing but praise for 
American film technique. When 


asked how it compared with the Rus- 
sian, he laughed, remarking that no 
country in the world can make films 
as technically good as those of Hol- 
lywood. He declared, however, that 
Russian pictures are getting con- 
tinuously better, pointing out that 
while the film industry got its start 
in America, it’s only 10 years old 
as a large-size project in the 
U.S.S.R. 

Russian engineer declared there is 
great interest in the homeland in 
newsreels and theatres are supplied 
with fresh subjects every two days. 
Principal newsreel studio is in Mos- 
cow, to which 24 outlying ones ship 
their output. This is then edited into 
reels and sent out\again from Mos- 
cow. 


PANAMA SWITCHES LAW 


Panama, April 1. 

Weeping towels were in order for 
the American cabaret and bar own- 
ers here due to the large investment 
losses they faced when the Panama 
government issued ukase forbidding 
foreign ownership. 

However, wiser heads changed the 
law around to let oldtimers, such as 


Wescott’s, Doc’s Place, the Happy- 


Jand, Kelley’s, and others 
their businesses, just adding 
more taxes. 


retalr 


a few 


Wagner Kin to Be 


B. A. Music Aide 


Buenos Aires, April 1. 
Post of consultant at the Teatro 
Colon will probably be handed Frau 
Friedlind Wagner, granddaughter of 
Richard Wagner, who recently ar- 


rived here, indirectly, from London. ! 


Refusing to answer question of 
whether she had been kept in British 
internment for eight months prior to 
her departure due to police discov 
ery of a picture of her as a child. 
sitting on Hitler’s knee, she did dis- 
close that she had left Germany for 
Switzerland a year before the out- 
break of war and had gone to Eng- 
land before the fall of France. 

Although Hitler and the Nazis have 
adopted Wagner as a kind of patron 
saint, granddaughter is strongly anti- 
swastika, and while in England did a 
series for British Allied Newspapers, 
Ltd. She intends waiting for Tos- 
canini—due here for a series of con- 
certs and operas in June or July 
and will then try to go to the States 
with him. 


| 





Mexico City, April 1. 

Mexican and foreign picmen are 
assured better breaks with regard to 
film supervision and censoring by 
the law which President Manuel 
Avila Camacho authored and which 
became effective March 1. Measure 
puts the Ministry of the Interior ex- 
clusively in charge of these services 
for all Mexico. Pix that the Min- 
istry okays can be shown without 
further examination, official or other 
interference or fees anywhere in 
This does away with plenty 
headaches federal and several state 
and municipal censorship caused pic- 
men. 

Picmen are also to get better and 
faster service, for the Ministry is 
obliged to report forthwith its de- 
cisions to those presenting films for 
its double-o within three days from 
the time of presentation. Appeals 
from the rulings can be taken in a 
letter to the Ministry. In all such 
cases, a review of the pic must be 
rendered to ascertain whether or not 
anybody erred. Prompt reports on 
these reviews must be given. The 
law forbids the state and municipal 
authorities to allow the showing ot 
any pic that has not been okayea 
by the Ministry. 


ARCHIBALD DUE IN N.Y. 


Mexico. 





George Archibald, United Artists’ 
co-managing director in Great Brit- 
ain, is expected in the United States 
via clipper within the next two 
Following his return to Eng- 
Teddy Carr, his co-managing 
will come to New York 
for a homeoffice visit. 

UA British chiefs-will huddle with 
Walter Gould, foreign salesmanager, 
and other company execs, on prob- 
lems currently being faced in Eng- 
land and on new product for next 
season. 


Danes Like ‘Daughter’ Pic 


Cable over the weekend from 
United Artists’ manager in Copen- 
hagen, in German-occupied Den- 
mark, reveals that ‘The House- 
keeper’s Daughter,’ Walter Wanger 
film of last year, had opened at the 
Scala Bio and was doing terrific 
business. 

Checkup of other distribs’ foreign 
departments discloses that many 
American films are playing in Nazi 
territory to good business, according 
to what meager reports are available. 
Difficulty is, of course, that none of 
the profits can be exported to 
country. 


weeks. 
land, 


director, 





this 


in Australia is termed in New York 
as just another revival of the same 
plan. No N. Y. foreign department 
executive feels a pooling arrange- 
ment could be placed in effect suc- 
cessfully. In the past, wherever tried 
| in the foreign field, it has proved un- 
| workable. 


| 








U.S. Opera Artists 
Nix Aussie Bookings 





Melbourne, April 1. 

Difficulty experienced by Ameri- 
can opera singers in making dollar- 
|exchange arrangements’ with the 
| commonwealth probably will elimin- 
ate the opera season this year for 
| Australia, at least wherein US. art- 
| ists are concerned. 

| E.J. Tait, of Williamson-Tait, which 
| operates the Aussie theatre chain 





most concerned with opera and legit | 


shows, has said he had been informed 
American artists had decided to seek 
engagements elsewhere after futilely 
| waiting three months for an arrange- 
ment with the government which 
would have permitted them to re- 
ceive their salaries in American 
dollars. 





ROMANO’S, LONDON, SHUTS: 





Strand Restaurant 
After 70 Years 
London, March 18. 
After 70 years of operation, rang- 
ing from the heights to the depths, 
Romano's restaurant in the Strand 


| Colorful Folds 


has closed 
Starting originally as a fish shop, 
the latter was taken over by Al- 


fonso Romano, an Italian, who had 
been head waiter at the Cafe Royal. 
He turned it into the glittering 
plush and crystal restaurant that be- 


came the rendezvous for princes, 


peers, highlights of the sporting and | 


journalistic world, and mecca of the 
Gaiety Girls (London's equivalent of 
the Ziegfeld Girls), many of whom 
married into nobility after discreet 


jlittle suppers in this Bohemian 
| honeypot. 
There were not many musical 


comedies in those Edwardian days 
that did not have one of its acts set 
in Romano’s. For years it has grad- 
ually slipped out of fashion, and the 
war sealed its doom 


Schless Due in N. Y. 


Robert 








Schless, Warner’ Bros. 


165th active cinema te 2 affai 
Estrella, built by Manuel Angel Fer- | in Latin-American affairs. 





Due to Coin Difficulty | s:=: 








‘Mex Electric Saving 


Creates Problem 


Mexico City, April 1. 
Inauguration of what will be the 
here, the Cine 


! 


| 


| 


Hays Appoints Durland as Aide 
On Latin-American Film Relations 


Addison Durland, chief of the 
Spanish section of National Broad- 
casting Co.’s international division, is 
now a member of the Hays office 
Production Code Administration staff 
in Hollywood to serve as specialist 
j Hays 


nandez at a cost of $750,000 (Mex.) | made the appointment which he 


($150,000 U. S.), is being held up by 
an odd cause that may eventu 
other cinemas, 
ment places in this sector. 

The Mexican Light & Power Co., 


described as ‘another step in the in- 


ally hit| @ustry’s cooperation in the current 
theatres and amuse-| €fforts to promote hemispheric soli- 


darity. 
Durland, who is regarded as hav- 


Ltd., a Canadian-owned enterprise | ing wide experience in newspaper 
which supplies current in this belt,|and radio work, reports on his new 


has advised Fernandez that it cannot; job on the Coast, April 14. 


Idea 


make a contract with him as the! back of his appointment was to make 


present acute shortage of juice makes 
strict conservation necessary, and 
that only customers who signed up 
before the government put current- 
saving programs into effect can be 


served. It looks as if this policy will 
hold up inauguration of the Cine 
Estrella indefinitely and also has 


prospects of blocking the opening of 
other cinemas, theatres and amuse- 
ment places. 

Thus far, the amusement business 
has not been very much hit by the 
juice conservation programs. 


JAPS WARY OF 
U. S. FILMS: 
‘ATTITUDE 


Tokyo, March 1. 
Because of the strained interna- 
tional situation, attention here is 








panies. It is understood that the 
‘unusual’ import attitude taken by 
them is being carefully noted. 

In the past, when import permits 
were given out by the Finance Min- 
the various loca! American 
immediately tried to unload 
the prints and made every effort to 
decide the date for releasing the pix, 
However, despite the fact that per- 
mits were granted for the importa- 





tion of 20 films at the end of last 
October, they’ve brought in only 10 
pix to date, including one by Para- 
{mount, two by Columbia, 





letter-perfect all details on Latin- 
American screen vehicles, with the 
proposition brought to the attention 
of major film companies in the last 
few months at the instigation of Nel- 
son Rockefeller’s Committee to Pro- 
mote Cultural Relations Between the 
Americas. 

Durland was picked because of his 
wide knowledge of Spanish-Ameri- 
can affairs. He is the second NBC 
employe to be chosen, Phillip L. 
Barbour, press and station relations 
contact man, now being on leave 
from his post to aid the Rockefeller 
Committee’s program. Durland has 
been translator of many of President 
Roosevelt’s speeches into Spanish. 
He conducts a weekly program, “The 
American Library Panorama’ in 
Spanish over NBC’s shortwave sta- 
tions. He also has been doing a 
Spanish adaptation of Raymond 
Gram Swing’s commentaries on 
world affairs which go out on short- 
wave to the Latin-Americas. 

Besides serving as a translator for 
the Pan-American Bureau of Trade 
Marks, he also was Cuban tourist 


|commissioner in N.Y. and an assist- 


ant editor of Revista de la Habana. 


| He holds a degree from the National 


now being focused on the attitude | 
of the American motion picture com- | 


j 
| 
| 





| Warner Brothers, two by Universal, | *Y: >. Nene oon 
: | Pictures Corp., Feature Distributing 


one by 20th-Fox and two by Metro. 
|The remaining 10 pix, 
| three by Paramount, one by Univer- 
sal, two by United Artists, one by 
| 20th-Fox, two by RKO and one by 
M-G have not been imported due to 
strict import selection. 





Not Unusual, Says N. Y. 

American film company foreign 
department officials do not consider 
!it unusual that fewer pictures than 
|/normal are being shipped into Japan. 
They rate it good business not to 
send the maximum allowable under 
existing conditions since none of the 
| profit derived from distribution is 
| allowed to leave Japan. 


GRIFFITHS QUITS PAR, 
ROSE RIFT REPORTED 


London, April 1. 

David Griffiths, British sales man- 
ager for Paramount, has resigned his 
job here, reportedly because of dif- 
ferences with David Rose, 
pany’s managing director jin 
| Britain. 
| Fred Hutchinson, formerly assistant 
|sales manager for Metro here. 
Griffiths formerly was 
|director for First National in Great 
Britain until Werners combined the 
Warner and First National sales 
Staffs. 


New Mex Pic Prod. 
Mexico City, April 1. 
Film-making has been introduced 
to northeastern Mexico with the or- 


com- 
Greet 





in Monterrey, eastern Texas border 
industrial center, by Alfonso Sanchez 
| Tello, He intends to run the risk of 





managing | 


ganization of a producing company | 


including | 


| ing for 
| agreement 


University of Cuba. He also served 
as associate editor of the Latin 
American Wireless service of the 


N.Y. Herald-Tribune for three years. 


LONDON PIC FIRM SUES 
ON U. S. DISTRIB PACT 








Twickenham Film Studios, Ltd., 
London, and Roddison Douglas 
Brewis, receiver of Twickenham, 


which petitioned in bankruptcy in 


two by , 1937, filed suit Thursday (27) in the 


N.Y. federal court against Olympic 


Corp., Inc., and Morris J. Kandel, 
president of both defendant corpora- 
tions, seeking an accounting on the 
distribution of some 30 features be- 
longing to the plaintiff. Breach of 
contract is the charge. 


Complaint states that on Feb. 6, 
1935, Twickenham and Kandel, act- 
Olympic, entered into an 
whereby Twickenham 
was to give its productions to the 
defendant for U.S. distribution for 
five years and was to receive per- 
centages of the gross. At the end 
of the five-year period, the claim 
continues, the films, prints, laven- 


| ders and negatives were to be re- 


| counting, 


He has been replaced by! 





| 
| 


| 
| 
{ 


foreign chief, is sailing for N. Y. in| national union boycotting him for| 
the next few weeks from Rio de {he is to hire only unorganized work- | 


Janeiro, where he is presently on 

one leg of a Latin-American trip. 
Schless should be , 

before May 5. 


‘ : | 
back in U. S. 


ers. 


|big play for the American, Latin 
| American and Spanish picture trade. 


turned. The agreement ie said to 
have been modified in August, 1938, 
to include just ‘The Wandering Jew,’ 
but some 30 features, however, were 
delivered. It is claimed Kandel, who 
assigned the Olympic contract to 
Feature, is refusing to give an ac- 
and since the five-year 
period is up, Kandel refuses to turn 
over the prints of the 29 other films. 
An injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are asked. 


‘No Time’ Goes Over 
In London Legit, Pix 


London, April 1. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ S. N. Behr- 
men’s stage hit in which Katharine 
Cornell starred on Brozdway, was 
well received when it open Thurs- 
day (27) at Haymarket. Indications 
are for a run. 

Film version of the original stage 
play opened at the local Werners 
the following day, with the press 
generally favoring the picture. 








W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign 


' sales chief, is leaving New York this 


The company intends to make a| week by plane for Mexico City and 


Gustav Mohme, 


in Mexico. 


biz confabs with 
company’s manager 











—— eee 














Ee 














Wednesday, April 2, 1941 


15 





o_o 








* Don’t let a good thing die... crowd 
on the steam while the goings good. 
Remember...one ringer never won a 
championship yet. It takes constant 
ringing of the pin...continued plug- 
ging for the “ace.” 


* Capitalize on the big pictures... 
press your advertising luck with con- 
tinuous advertising. 


* Settle on a standard minimum but 
keep the glamour shining. 


* And we’ve got everything you 
need to give your house that ‘‘good- 
show-here-tonight” look...Trailers... 
Lobby Displays...General Accessories 
for any picture... 


* Press your advertising luck with 
the 3 Best Seat Sellers in the industry. 


ies 


NATIONAL Gc?" SERVICE » NATIONAL Gc" ACCESSORIES. 
ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 
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Lady From Cheyenne 


(ONE SONG) 


Hollywood, April 3. 

Univers: release of Frank dovd (Jack 
H “A rbalb ' uu tio! t.ile . bVv Licy s 
Sr s | é ‘ ne feat . ‘ bre 

Bdward Arnold, Gladys George, Frank 

Craven, Jessie Ralph. Screenplay, Kathryn 
Seola and Warren Duff; based on original 
tory by Jonathan Finn and Theresa Oaks; 
fone Charles Previn and Sam _ Lerner; 
yhus Charles Previn; camera, Milton 
k sner Previewed at studio March $1, 
1} Running time, 84 MINS. 
Annie , ; ‘e .....Loretta Young 
Steve .Robvert Preston 
COG a ckcncccdcocsecnstrionéses Fdward Arnoid 
Hank Foremin.......++eees Frank Craven 
Ee cede ded +68 bkGeseonbbas Gladys George 
M McGuinness. ...cscccces Jessie Ralph 
StOVeP cece; eee. Stanley Fields 
tieoree eos ..Willie Best 
tlovernor, ..Samuel S, Hinds 
Mr. MeGuinrre-s.... ...Spencer Charters 
Mrs. Matthews..............-Clare Verdera 
Mr. Matthews ...--Alan Bridge 
Noisy : Joseph Sawyer 
Cork’s Heachiman ..-Ralph Dunn 
Cork’s Henehmon Harry Cording 
RE da eee bO660.0 04 e008 Charles T. Aldrich 
DESTEID cece cnnevcseecnes Dorothy Granger 
NE a 6h CRAROREOE Marion Martin | 
Chores Girl. .wcsccccessess . Gladys Blake 
Chorus Girl... .ccccccsccccccseSahy Payne | 
Chorus Gitl.....ccccccscrccecess Iris Adrian | 
Chorus Girl.....cecseccscesces June Wilkins | 
RUNGE, io 5 bb an ke 0.vaccnened Charles Williams 
Fairchild ........-- ..eee-Erville Alderson 
RURGOOM. 26. cesecedcsveseeces Emmett Vogan 
Timel® Bilsccccvccsccecessvcsns Roger Imoff 
DuUnbOr .ccocdkscocccees .William Davidson 
Politician wecorcsceccccceces James Kirkwood 
Crowley cccccccccccssesseces Emory Parnell 


First of the series of Frank Lloyd’s | 
independently-produced features for 
Universal, ‘Lady from Cheyenne’ at- 
tempts to present a satirical slant on 
the manner in which women won 
suffrage rights in Wyoming in that 
state’s early history. Missing aim in 
achieving this main objective, pic- 
ture stumbles along as rather dull 
entertainment, dated in both script 
and direction. It’s a minor kague 
programmer destined for the sup- 
perting dual grooves. 

Story is as fresh and spontaneous 
as the bustled costumes of the 
period. At railroad auction of new 
townsite lots, there’s the crooked 
gambling boss and_ racketeer, 
Edward Arnold; young attorney, 
Robert Preston, willing legal stooge 
for Arnold; Quaker schoolmarm 
Loretta Young, and assorted crowd 
of homestead seekers. Arnold’s 
scheme to secure all river bottom 
lots to later force exorbitant water |} 


| up his mind where to turn the pic- 
iture into an actioner and 


where to 
retain the seitings of the original 
play. As result, Beery struts through 
footage mainly confined to the patio, 
living room and kitchen of the 
ranchhouse, delivering his philoso- 
phies of law und order as personally 


set up, and badgering the captives | 


with blustering threats in extended 
dialog passages. 


Beery again plays Wallace Beery, | 
bandit uni- 


this time in a Mexican 
form. Barrymore fumes and rants 
against the other 


cal Mack Sennett ride to town in his 
wheelchair. 


as the girl, Reagan plays his role 
with well-regulated reserve, and 
Nydia Westman essays a fluttery- | 


type femme with moderate success. 
Henry Travers, Chris-Pin Martin, 
Tom Conway and Chill Wills are 
among the more important support. 
Richard Thorpe has had better mate- 
rial to work with on the directing 
end. Walt. 


RIDE ON VAQUERO 


Hollywod, March 28. 

20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 
zel production. Features Cesar Romero. 
Directed by Herbert I. Leads, Original 
screenplay by Samuel G, Engel, suggested 
by character ‘Cisco Kid,’ created by Wil- 
liam Sydney Porter: camera, Lucien And- 
riot: editor, Louis Loeffler. Freviewed in 
studio projection room, March 27, ‘41. Kun- 
ning time, 64 MINS. 


SD Mn. 0040646660 50400004 Cesar Romero 
ere .+..-Mary Beth Hughes 
PEAFMMOTIOR ccc cccccsecccocess Lynne Roberts 
ee eee err ee Chris-Pin Martin 
oy SPerere SGashsseee ..+-Robert Lowery 
ND. 6 0.00604:46066008e0 00045 Ben Carter 
RP so 0eseccesee iwonee Wiliam Demarest 
eee GIUORE. « .cccccsseseses Robert Shaw 
NG Ath e b4%5.4009409000600 Edwin Maxwell 
Ds o5-066:400s66s¢ekes teeHoees Paul Sutton 
DD anccekesess esddvedeenens Den Costello 
PG 00:95:460066 006006004 008008 Arthur Hoh! 
ME s6660006005.9060 06600066 .-Irving Bacon 
CURTF cv cccccsccccecescscoesese ...--Dick Rich 
SIRs 00:00 650068 cerseeesrerss Paul Harvey 
BPOIOTOB. os cccccecesevnssesecs Joan Woodbury 


‘Ride on Vaquero’ is the latest 
entry in the Cisco Kid series—neatly 
concocted entertainment that will 
suitably fill the groove as a B pro- 
gram supporter, and as solo in the 
subsequents where action fans have 
developed a yen for the adventures 
of the Mexican bandit. 

Picture is stronger in dramatic 











rates on community, is upset by Miss 


Young buying one tract in section. | 


From there on, it’s a battle between 
the gambling lord and the girl, who 


content than recent issues of the 
series, despite the familiar and trite 
tale unfolded. Both script and direc- 


bandits in the | 
house, and winds up taking a typi- | 


Miss Day is acceptable | 


VARIETY 
_ Miniature Reviews 


‘Lady from Cheyenne’ (U) 
Frank Lloyd's first for U a miss- 
out. 

‘The Bad Man’ (M-G). An- 
tiquated story lacks fresh treat- 
ment; Wallace Beery must carry 
it. 

‘Ride On, Vaquero’ (20th). 
Above par entry in the Cisco 
Kid series; for the family and 
action trade. 

‘Great Mr. Nobody’ (WB). Ed- 
die Albert, Joan Leslie star in a 
B demonstration of befuddle- 

ment. Fair audiencer. 
‘Horror Island’ (U). 
| for the exhibs. . 
‘Border Vigilantes’ (Par). Ac- 

tionful western will click with 

| the Hopalong Cassidy followers. 

‘Mr. District Attorney’ (Rep). 

Lower-grade B, from the radio 
program of the same name. 

‘City of Missing Girls’ (Select). 
Tedious crime meller for the 
lower half duals. 

‘Phantom Cowboy’ (Rep). Un- 
exciting Don ‘Red’ Barry west- 
ern with the usual trite story. 

‘Cancion de Les Barrios’ (Ar- 
gentine). Okay musical for 
Latin American trade. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 
i 
| 


Horror 








It takes a seemingly endless string 
of incidents to bring him ou. of it, 
but he finally makes it. 

Harold Titus’ story was easy for 


scripters, Ben Markson and Ken- 
neth Gamet, to turn into an easy 
character study for Albert. Ever 


since he’s been in Hollywood he’s 
been commercializing on bewilder- 
ment, and he does a good job here, 
even though the audience gets im- 
patient with him and dismisses him 
as too dopey to have lived so long 
when the footage hits the three- 
quarter pole. 

Joan Leslie hardly looks up to the 
| bally she’s getting in her work here. 
| Youngish, and with not too many 
'camera properties, she will take a 
|great deal of grooming to make a 
|memory dent. William Lundigan, 
ithe Mr. Rich who enters with a 





tion maintain a consistent pace to | buildup as a football player as the 
carry action along without dull mo- |S0n of paper’s founder, should have 
ments. |had some other ent< ring line. After 

Again, Cisco is the victim of im- lall, he appears of the anatomical 


‘ s s would stand only 
— we pan ote oe yn | order to help the U. S. troops, clea? | Paul Hurst and John Litel are oke. 

ne vg ith on Spilit a h ° |his own name, and assist the son of | _ ‘Great Mr. Nobody,’ directed by Ben 
at " Tac Leyte . Al umor. | an old friend, he rides into the bor- | Stoloff, was made as a deliberate B, 


carries on a lone campaign to secure | 
franchise for women in state so jury | 
of women can convict Arnold of his | 


j : : | 
crimes. Her appearance in Cheyenne |personators who use his name for 


by Loretta Young. 
best it can with the inadequate script | 
and direction. Walt. 


one. Never reaching the satirical * land ditto so f the contractees 
; . : |}mance with Mary Beth Hughes, | 2m 1 some 0 e ¢ actees, 
a = er as |Cisco nonchalantly tosses danger and | and (2) to fill the expected sked of 
ited ‘ell as h 2 . headed | aimed guns aside to eventually get | films on the year’s deals. It was 
meited jelly all aro gS oge A the | the real culprits to sign the neces- never sent forth to bring in more 


sary confessions. Then he rides off | than modest financial bacon, which 
with Chris-Pin Martin for further | itll do. 
adventures in the next of the series. nian 


tae Romero slips into the Cisco role | 
THE BAD MAN Pena A with Chris-Pin Martin | HORROR ISLAND 
Universal release of Ben Pivar produc- 


his roly-poly sidekick. Miss Hughes 
Hollywood, March 26. is a beauteous dance halj blonde, tion. Features Dick Foran, Leo Carrillo. 
Metro release of J. Directed by George Wagener. Story, Alex 


Art. 





Walter Ruben pro- | while Don Costello, Edwin Maxwell 


: i a 2 Stars iy mt es materee and Arthur Hohl are the suave lead- | Gottlieb; adaptation, Maurice Tombragel 
sione arrymore, zaraine ay, conaid | . - anc ‘ictor McLe - editor. O Ma ae 
Reagan, Henry Travers, Chris-Pin Martin, | €FS of the kidnap gang. Ben Carter Rl nts ‘iclwood Bredell, mat Rialto, 
Directed by Richard Thorpe. Screenplay | hits a comedy peak as the colored N. Y., week March 29, '41. Running time: 
by Wells Root, based on play by Porter | boy with monetary ideas toward the | 61 MINS. 

Emetton Browne, presented by William | finish, while William Demarest Dick Foran 
Harris, Jr.; camera, Clyde De Vinna; edi- ° 7 . . 


Nervig. Previewed in stu- | lashes some comedy moments in 
March 2, ‘41. Run- | brief appearances as the bartender. 
Picture has the regular quota of 


tor, Conrad A, 
aio projection room 


ning time, 70 MINS, 





y Knight 
Eldredge 


George.... 


.John 





Pancho ee err eee .Wallace Beery e : e » fer > iarininh. ... 2... Lewi H fare 
Uncle Henry Jones......Lioneil Barrymore fast rides and gunplay to satisfv the "SORE Sn leas cichast Covaaanens 
BACUR BN.0 055.0 toecdeeceeecess Laraine Day | action fans. Walt. WOMIMRN oS cock css ct Walter Catlett 
Gil JOMES...ccccesecceceess.- Ronald Reagan = SRR eaten . Ralph Harolds 
Mr. Hardy.wecccce ecccccce..- Henry Travers SRR ia a ait aia ai iste Adri 
POATG, «0. ccéenceoesesseesC RTE In Martin | GREAT MR. NOBODY jig ela si ee ee ee ee 
Morgan Pell. .cecccccscccsosscsss Tom Conway | ———— 
"Hed" GigGinGs. vecesiesene: .Chill Wills | Warner Bros. production and rele ‘ 7 ‘ he ’ ‘ ‘ 
Angela Hardy......ee+.+..Nydia Westman | Stars Eddie Albert, Joan Leslie. Directed Horror Island is a fourth-rate, 
WOMENS, ss 0-esanddudens sa Charles Stevens | by Ben Stoloff. Screenplay, Ben Markson, low-budget mystery-and-adventure 
om | Kenneth Gamet;: story, Harold ‘Titus; cam- | flapdoodle, poorly written, sloppily 
° $ Tox ° ~“litor tudi @ - | | ¢ “Files ” 
This latest remake of Porter Emer- | *@: Arthur Todd; editor Rudi Fehr; produced and directed. 


7 music, Adolph Deutsch. Rev red at Stus 
s0n Browne’s play has Wallace | Lincoin, : ; ime. 31 MENS’ 





: 4 single. Running time. 71 MINS. | Supervisor Ben Pivar apparently 
eee . the — of the Mexican Dreamy Wa Aaa ooaes Eddie Albert |SCoured around the U lot and else- 
yan 4 Oo r rs eS, Sree eer Joan Leslie y i in- 
rsa a a ah ri ptr Mme 5 to i SEE EEL te LON Alan Htlale br bee = — people who on 

-— a acte . a carbon REVERE. 6c ccccccevacs William lLundigan cee wa Oran, alumnus of west- 
copy of his ‘Viva Villa’ rather than | Waee......0/00007.. -...ese..John Litel | PMS; Fuzzy Knight, from sagebrush- 
the suave and decidedly lovable | Dillon................. Charles Trowbridge | ers; Leo Carrillo, who figures where 
Lopez as previously presented on O'Connor eke awcngesaemcdacs Paul Hurst | accents are wanted; Walter Catlett, a 
stage and screen by the late Hol- | witisms 7" Sao ga me two-reeler comedian mostly, and 
brook Blinn, agd later by Walter | McGraw...... ....Douglas Kennedy | Various and sundry others, including 
Huston. Beery, with his typical — re Campeau | Hobart Cavanaugh, the milktoast 
smugs and smirks, and a line of af- gg Sa —— TO eae type, and Iris Adrian, toughie. : 
fected pigeon-English, must call on | janet... 27 lovee T : The Alex Gottlieb story is a 


his full reserve of popularity to | Miss Frane.. “ae ridiculous olla-podrida of hoke, ro- 
carry this 1941 remake, handicapped | - 


aia mance and claptrap built around the 
chiefly by an antiquated and inade-| No question about the writers hav- | efforts of a small group to lay their 
quate treatment of the play. ing had Eddie Albert in mind when | hands on buried treastire on an ob- 
Episodes in the script calling for |they sat down to mill this item. Even 
comedy hit the burlesque side too|so, and granted that the lad has a | posedly haunted castle exists. 
frequently, and at other times is of | befuddled something on the sur- |iS no concern for the plausible nor 

the most elemental texture. Other- | face which can be transferred into | the consistent. 
wise, tale unfolds as a synthetic pat- | fine camera record. ‘Great Nobody’ Foran plays the lad who organizes 
tern of various stereotyped dramatics | will eventually arrive at a negative | the small expedition to the island, 
more jumbled than a jigsaw puz- |b.o. quotient when all reports are in, While Carrillo is the pegleg sailor 
zie. Its salvation, of course, will be the With a mixed Italian-Spanish ac- 
The story of a blustering border | peanuts budget on which it was cent, who has half of the map desig- 
bandit who pauses briefly to become | made. ' nating the buried treasure. Miss 
a Robin Hoodian friend of a youth| Albert is a classified ad salesman Moran, in a lacklustre way, plays the 
wealthy young gal who ships with 


ucker 
-..-Mary Field 


who once saved his life has been | who wants to (1) marry Joan Les- 
icturized many times—and better. | lie, who works in the same depart- the bunch on an old tub under cir- 
eery and his gai g of cattle-rustlers | ment, (2) buy a boat, and (3) sail 
meet Ronald Reagan and his wheel- the seven seas with hisloud-mouthed absurd. Miss Adrian is the other 
chaired uncle, Lionel Barryrnore, roommate, Alan Hale. He's in per- girl going along. Catlett gets only 
facing loss of the ranc’ for mortgage | petual hot water on the paper, be- Scant opportunity to be funny. 
held by Henry Travers. Laraine Day | cause his heart is twice as big as the ‘ 
and her rich husband arrive for a | outdoors, which keeps him touch- 
visit, disclosing that Reagan and the | poor, at odds with the paper's policy 
girl were childhood sweethearts. Then | when he pirates ads away from the 
Beery and his gang arrive, the ban- | composing room to send his friends 
dit recognizing Reagan from the life- | after the jobs, and always finds him 
saving episode. Beery takes mat- running into all the people down on 
ters into his own hands, collects the their luck. However, the guy has 
money and mortgage, fixes the girl | ideas, which translate themselves | 
for Reagan, and rides away into the | into excellent promotion stunts, and 
sunset when everything is okay. he, dumb lad that he is, gives them 
Scripter Wells Root fails to make !to John Litel, who takes the bows 


Island’ is that it’s short, 61 minutes. 
Char. 








FREELAND’S ‘BLONDES’ 


Hollywood, April 1. 
Thornton Freeland will direct ‘Too 
Many Blondes,’ musical now in 
preparation at Universal. 
Picture stars Rudy Vallee. 





| hunters. Stopping for a renewed ro- | give Miss Leslie a bit of exercise, | 


scure, deserted island, where a sup- | 
There | 


cumstances that are nothing if not | 


About the only virtue of ‘Horror | 


|'BORDER VIGILANTES 
| (ONE SONG) 
| Hollywod, March 26. 


Paramount release of Harry 
production; associate producer, Joseph W. 
Kngel. Features William Boyd. Directed 
by Derwin Abrahams. Mcreenplay by J. 
Benton Cheney, based on characters created 
by Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell 
Harlan; editor, Robert B. Warwick, Jr.; 
assistant director, Frederick Spencer. Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room March 25, 
‘41. Running time, 61 MINS. 


Sherman 


| Hopalong Cee . vss sceeseas William Boyd 
| Eamets JenKiNe. ...cccecocss Russell Hayden 
f Capttermin...csvecscosccessesses Andy Clyde 
| Helen Forbes..........- ....Frances Gifford 
| BeOTe TORARcc ccccccucecesses Victory Jory 
Aunt Jenifer. .icccccccccoceses <thel Wales 
Dan Forbes........eeeee+e+--Morris Ankrum 
BIR TOME. cdcccecosuctsdteoosces Tom Tyler 
1 WG Btome...ccccccccvccesce -- Hal Taliaferro 
Henry Weaver...cccccccscecs Jack Rockwell 
Laafe Willis. cccccccccecsovcecoess Britt Wood 


} — 
| Hopalong Cassidy and his pals ride 
again as western Robin Hoods in 
{this actionful and scenically-back- 
grounded drama of the open spaces, 
| With plenty of fast riding and sev- 
evel pitched battles, picture meas- 
ures up to the standard set by pre- 
vious issues of the series, and top- 
notch entertainment for the cdher- 
ents of Hopalong. 

Story formula has been used nu- 
merous times before for the exploits 
|of Cassidy and his two pals. Outlaw 
raids on the miners of the border 
| district keep on despite a vigilante 
!committee, and Hopalong is sent for 
to assist in cleaning the decks. He 
| goes through the standard episodes 
|of uncovering the bandits, headed 
|this time by the wig shot of the 
| town and head of the vigilante com- 
mittee itself. There are the usual 
cross-country dashes, captures and 
recaptures, and the final pitched bat- 
tle among the rocks. Script injects 
greater amount of gunplay than is 
generally the case in the series. 

Picture is first directorial effort 
for Derwin Abrahams, former film 
editor on the Sherman staff. He 
competently steers the various char- 
acters through their assignments to 
accentuate the action values of the 
script. Boyd holds the center of in- 
terest as Hopalong, with Russell 
Hayden and Andy Clyde his pals. 
Frances Gifford returns to the screen 
as the girl, and catches more than 
passing attention with a good per- 
sonality and screen presence. Miss 
Gifford sings one song with guitar 
accompaniment. Ethel Wales, Vic- 
|tor Jory, Morris Ankrum and Tom 
Tyler are most prominent in support. 

Photography displays some new 
| western backgrounds, and is up to 
the high standard set by this series 
since its inception several years ago. 

Walt. 





Mr. District Attorney 


Republic release of Leonard Fields pro- 
duction, Directed by William Morgan. 
Screenplay, Karl Brown and Malcolm 


| Stuart Boylan, based on Fhillips Hl, ,Lord’s 


| about a phoney art school from 
which girls are booked into a nitery 
operated by racketeer Peterson. 
Some of the missing girls are found 
murdered. 

Premise upon which yarn is based 
is both vague and unconvincing. Be- 
fore meller gets properly under way 
element of surprise is removed by 
revelation of real brain behind the 
racket, a theatrical agent whose 
daughter is writing series of news- 
paper articles attacking a young dis- 
trict attorney for failure to track 
down the missing girls. 

Romantic interest revolving about 
Astrid Allwyn and John Archer 
is innocuous. H. B. Warner, as 
Capt. McVeigh, handles a tough as- 
signment as gracefully as awkward 
situations permit. He's in as the 
tough sleuth with the heart-of-gold. 

Situation where assistant d.a. is 
framed lacks finesse and credibility. 
Miss Allwyn, as the supposedly 
wise-cracking demon newshound, 
misses fire due largely to lustreless 
material. Mori. 


PHANTOM COWBOY 


Republic production and release. Stars 
Red Barry; features Virginia “arroll, Mil- 
burn Stone, Directed by George Sheriman. 
Screenplay, Doris Schroeder; cumera, Reg- 
gie Lanning; editor, Tony Murtinelli: mu- 
sical director, Cy Feuer. Reviewed at 


Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 
55 MINS, 

| Lawrence. ....ecs evecsovee Don ‘Red’ Barry 
MNEs 606 1b6 000 0b en 200608 Virginia Carroll 
Borden...... cccccccccccccoe e MIDUIN Stone 
Ns a abo ae ne re »..Neyle Mark 
MOOD. . 606400060000 eee rT eee Tre Rex Leuse 
SD 66.660 ns 00600se es 00% Nick Thompson 
eee PYYTTTTITT ITT Tiere Bud Osborne 
Memphis......ccccoscesesss-Ernest Wilson 
BEOCISY . cc ccccccccccccccocsscs. BUFF Caruth 





Modest cow country capers. 

Don ‘Red’ Barry, with Virginia 
Carroll, and all the peons who live 
on a big southwestern ranch inherit 
from a don all his holdings, which 
irks his majordomo, Milburn Stone, 
and his accomplice, Rex Lease. With 
designs on the layout, they prepare 
to bum’s rush the peons, ambush 
Barry, and Stone plans to Mrs. Miss 
Carroll, 


Interference is run by Neyle Mark, 
who tours the countryside equine- 
mounted and masked, and calls him- 
self El Lobo. He turns up with a 
heading-off maneuver at each of the 
Stone-Lease attempts to take over. 
Turning out to be one of Barry’s 
boyhood cronies, he, when wounded, 
turns the masquerade over to him, 
and Barry takes the ball for range- 
land right. Art. 


Cancion De Los Barrios 


(‘Song of the Wards’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(Musical) 

Buenos Aires, March 27. 
Argentine Sono Film production and re- 








cer tebe : ogee UY 2 lease. Features Hugo del ‘Carril, Alicia 
= om ag hee gy eee Soplesapal » eee Vignoli, Aida Alberti, Francisco Alvarez, 
Shee hg -emaning: editor, Kdward Mann; | Jose A Paonessa, Elvira Quiroga, Cirile 
areas? eee Pe . 7 4h. x. Projection | Etulain and Adolfo Meyer. Based on a 
| 69 MINS +» March <i, - Running time: | stage musical comedy meiodrama by Ivo 
lp C: : sa - J : ee |; Pelay and Francisco Canaro, Directed by 
eer CONSE.» ...-Dennis O'Keefe | Luis Cesar Amadori. Reviewed at the 
| Terry Parker.......+0+se+00- Florence Rice | Monumental theatre, Buenos Aires, 
a Eee ee Peter Torre | : 

Lob. PREC ELET TOT ETE OE Stanley Ridges wa 

Bz no ( ° . . 

yg dena nehntos sea — This musical pic, based on a stage 
F SUOURE. PRSAMING ss 56 sess cin cescce Joan Blair |Success, but well adapted to the 
Hlaxelton.......cceeesseeess Charles Halton | screen, is likely to be an excellent 
i eee pacetetterssseaeceees Alan Edwards | draw throughout Latin America be- 
i Mies Petherby............ Sarah edwards | cause of the proven popularity of 
DY MEBs cs wadsecesesaicaae Helen Brown | Hugo del Carril, radio singing star; 


On paper, ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
| suggests far beiter possibilities than 
are realized in its cinematic form. 
Adapted from the successful Phillips 
H. Lord radio program of the same 
name, ‘Attorney’ falters in story 
treatment and trite, transparent 
Situations. It’s a lower grade B. 

Where there are crooks. with 
| which to contend, bet your boots— 
iif you've got boots—that there’s a 
member of the Fourth Estate around, 
prominently identified in the pur- 
suit. Just like in ‘Attorney,’ for in- 
stance. 

In this one Florence Rice is the 
newsgal—charming, fashionable and, 
|of course, a sock looker. Dennis 
|O’Keefe is Kid Harvard himself, 
| who, just like that, fresh from Cam- 


| bridge, ferrets out the absconding 
Peter Lorre and Minor Watson as 
the d.a.’s aide. That’s Ha-a-a-vahd 


for yuh! 

Direction by William Morgan is 
| responsible for the dawdling pace in 
|a number of spots, while in others 
the obvious situations and dialog 
also contribute to the drag. 

O’Keefe, Miss Rice, Minor Watson 
and Peter Lorre are among the lead- 
ing players. The yarn engulfs them 
beyond redemption. Naka. 


City of Missing Girls 


Select release of Max Alexander-George 
| M. Merrick production. Features H, ; 
| Warner, Astrid Allwyn, John Arche r, Sarah 
| Padden. Directed by Elmer Clifton. Origi- 
| Nal screenplay by Oliver Drake and George 


| Rosener ; camera, Edward Linden; Ass’t 
| director, Arthur Alexander; production 
+a Alfred Stern. At New York, 
N, -- March 27, °41. Runnin ime, 7 
pes unning time, 73 
Captain ae H. B. Warner 
PPO BRR, a ch 50asenens’ coned Astrid Allwyn 
Pe MOON os oa ccésecs caues John Archer 
MeO TRMOGORON . 6 6 6 6essss00 Sarah Padden 
King 2. re Philip Van Zandt 
| Officer Dugan ey err eee ee George Rosener 
| Helen Whitney..... .-Katherine Crawford 
RD NN as a ca ccceasacdcut Patricia Knox 
| Officer SO Serr rere Walter Long 
Boo ay oo” rere Gail Storm 
Joseph Thompson.........c0c0, Boyd Irwin 
OURO CNMI Essivcccasccaus sus Danny Webb 





This wearisome murder-mystery- 
newspaper girl reporter mixup is 
|} destined for the minor dualers. It’s 


{nice handling of the melodies and 
|smooth direction, especially in the 
|}comedy touches. Sono Film gave 
| Director Luis Cesar Amadori a small 
| budget comparatively on ‘La Can- 
cion de los Barrios’ (‘Song of the 
| Wards’), but he’s done well by it. 
|Good camera angles, swift panoramic 
|shots of the Riachuelo section of 
B.A., which is somewhat like Man- 
|hattan’s East river, and _ proper 
placing of musical material all he! 

Plot is about a film singer, son of 
a rich shipyard owner. Lad (Hugo 
del Carril) has quarreled with the 
old man over an actress, beautiful, 
coquettish, but false. She has a 
change of heart, pretends she doesn't 
love him so that he will go back to 
his father. Father gets him a job in 
the shipyard without disclosing his 
identity and a love affair develops 
between the boy and a_ worker's 
daughter. Everything points to rice 
and churchbells when the actress 
changes her mind again and tries to 
get him back. Poor gal wins out 
after a series of complications. 


Comedy is well handled by Fran- 


| cisco Alvarez. Heroine Alicia Vig- 
jnoli is an easy eyeful, although 
nothing exceptional as an actress. 


Aida Alberti overdoes delicacy and 
fineness at the expense of dramatic 
emotion. Amadori, whose recent 
‘Napoleon’ is the best locally-made 
grosser of the current season, gets 
credit for results here. Sound and 
photography are good. Ray. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 1. 
‘Delay Action’ is release title on 
‘Red Cross Girl’ at. 20th-Fox. 


Monogram switched from ‘Widows 
of the Press’ to ‘Roar of the Press.’ 


‘The Pioneer Woman’ became ‘The 
Great Man’s Lady’ at Paramount. 


‘Santa Anita’ is the new tag on 
‘Getaway Day’ at Paramount. 
Producers Releasing Corp. changed 
;from ‘Billy the Kid’s Trigger Pals’ 
|}to ‘Billy the Kid’s Fighting Pals.’ 
| ‘Missing Army Hostess’ is new tag 
on ‘Murder in Uniform’ at Pro 
j ducers Releasing Corp. 
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WILLIAM WAYNE BRIAN 


MILLAND : HOLDEN - MORRIS -DONLEVY 


CONSTANCE MOORE: VERONICA LAKE~> HARRY DAVENPORT 


Directed by Mitchell Leisen + Screen Play by Richord Maiboum, Lieut. Beirne Lay Jr and Sig Herzig * Based on a Story by Eleanore Griffin and Frank Wead + From the Book “| Wanted Wings’’ by Beirne Lay Je 
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Hays, Fowler, Golden, Berlin, Chaph 


Others Testify for Schenck-Moskowitz 





The defense of Joseph M. Schenck | were clamoring “for those dates 
and Joseph H. Moscowitz, chairman | Schenck settled all arguments and 
of the board and eastern represen-| we in turn relied entirely on his 
tative of 20th Century-Fox Film| generosity, kindness and judgment. 
Corp., to Government charges of in- | On many occasions he gave up his 
come tax invasion, reached the pro- | own advantageous playdates to ap- 
portions of a mild blitzkrieg during | pease one of us. He also brought in 
the past week, as witness after wit-| other stars into our organization to 
ness came to the pair's defense in| help out. Some of these were Al 
N.Y. federal court.. Yesterday | Jolson, Narma Talmadge, Rudolph 
(Tuesday ), Carol F. Hall, accountant, | Valentino and Gloria Swanson.’ 
was withdrawn from the stand, and Chaplin was then asked about the 


in rapid succession Will H. Hays,|nature of his 


Gene Fowler, and Ben Miggins took 
the stand to assume the spearhead | 
of the rebuttal. 

Hays declared that he had known 
Schenck for 19 years, ever since he 
had become president of the Motion 
Picture Producers Distributors of 
America, Inc. He declared Schenck 
had cooperated with him at all times | 
in aiding the MPPDA in establishing 
standards in the moral, educational 
and artistic advancement of the 
screen. Schenck’s reputation for 
honesty, integrity and squareshoot- 
ing is good, he added. Under cross- 
examination by Mathias F. Correa, 
U.S. prosecutor, Hays declared that 
Schenck’s reputation was fixed in the 
industry and would not be shaken 
even if the inuendoes of the Govern- 
ment regarding Schenck’s associa- 
tion with gamblers or Willie Bioff 
were true. In response to a question 
by presiding Judge Grover Mosco- 
witz, Hays replied that his own faith 
in Schenck’s integrity would not be 
shaken even if the charges were 
true. 

Gene Fowler on Stand 

Fowler, who described himself as 
an ex-newspaperman and presently 


Schenck. The witness leaned for- 
ward and earnestly and eagerly re- 
plied, ‘It is a great friendship. That 
is why I am here. Everybody is Joe 
Schenck’s friend. Not only in the 
industry where you continually find 
exhibitors, distributors, stars, direc- 
tors and producers at his home, but 
business men as well; bankers, at- 
torneys.’ Lastly he was asked, ‘What 
is Schenck’s reputation for honesty 


| 
| 





and integrity in the industry and 
in California generally, if you know?’ 
Again Chaplin leaned forward in his 
seat, ‘I know it thoroughly,’ he re- 
plied clearly and vigorously. ‘It is 
good.’ 

There was no cross-examination. 


years. He declared he worked for 
20th on occasion, receiving a salary 
and a percentage of the gross. Ber- 
lin stated he first met Joe Mosko- 
witz some 20 years ago when he 
(Berlin) and Sam H. Harris were 
putting on their Music Box revue. 


help him put it over. Berlin de- 
clared that Moskowitz is considered 





a writer, then took the stand to talk 
about Moskowitz. The witness stated 
he knew Moskowitz for a dozen 
years, 
dinner for him on the Coast five 
years ago, and that his reputation 
in the industry and among his ac- 
quaintances was ‘the best.” There 
Was no cross-examination. 

Then defense counsel Harold H. 
Corbin placed Miggins, Contineintal 
manager of 20th-Fox on the stand. 
Miggins testified about Schenck’s 
trips to Europe in 1936 and 1937. 

It was disclosed by Miggins that 
Schenck was decorated with the Le- 
gion of Honor by Paul Bonnet, then 
the French foreign minister. An ap- 
plication by the Government to strike 
the testimony of Miggins as irrele- 
vent and immaterial was denied by 
the court, but may be renewed at 
a later date. 

Hall returns to the stand today 
(Wednesday), and James Farley, 
former Postmaster General, is ex- 
pected to testify tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). The defensé is expected to 
take 10 days to a fortnight to close 
its case. 

Monday’s Big Guns 

The Schenck-Moskowitz big guns 
roared into action Monday (13) when 
defense counsel Corbin applied for a 
dismissal of the charges against the 
film executives, and asked for a court 
ruling to strike out parts of the in- 
dictment. In rapid succession 
Charles Chaplin, Irving Berlin, Phil 
S. Gibson, Chief Justice of the Cali- 
fornia supreme court, and John 
Golden took the stand to testify as 
character witnesses for both. 

Chaplin, first witness for the de- 
fense, declared he was 52, and had 
known Schenck since 1914. He had 
been in this country as an actor and 
preducer since that time. Chaplin 
described the formation of United 
Artists Corp., declaring that Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Wil- 
liam S. Hart, D. W. Griffith and he 
had formed the company because 
they had been unable to secure con- 
tracts with existing companies. A 
short time after formation they 
found they were not doing so well, so 
at the request of Miss Pickford and 
Fairbanks they decided to ‘secure a 
man who had a keen sense of busi- 
ness, a man in whom they all had 
confidence, a man whom the indus- 
try respected, and a man, above all, 
whom we could trust, Joseph M. 
Schenck, to head our business.’ 

Chaplin stated that his intimate 
business relations with Schenck be- 
gan at this time (1924) and carried 
through 1935 when Schenck resigned 
the chairmanship of UA. 

‘Held Us Together’ 

‘Schenck was the man who held us 

together,’ declared Chaplin, ‘he was 
the appeaser—for ours was a very 
delicate situation, since we were all 


had aranged a _ testimonial | 


highly in N.Y. and Hollywood and he 


| aver heard anyone say a word | 


|against him.’ His reputation for 
honesty, integrity and fair dealing 


is ‘excellent.’ 
No Cross Exam 

Again there was no cross-exami- 
nation by prosecutor Mathias Correa. 

Next on the stand was chief jus- 
tice Phil S. Gibson of the California 
supreme court, highest tribunal in 
that state. Gibson prior to becom- 
ing chief justice, was an associate 
justice, and before that director of 
finance of California, and also an at- 
torney. He declared he met Schenck 
in 1923 in a business and social way 
in California when Schenck was 
chairman of the Infantile Paralysis 
Campaign in California and _ sub- 
sequently met him in connection 
with other social and charity work. 
He declared that Schenck’s reputa- 





| 


California was the highest. 

| Correa then decided to do some 
| cross-€xamining. He asked if the 
| witness had heard that Schenck had 
| made false statements to Government 
| officials of his finances and on the 
Willie Bioff transaction, and if that 
would have influenced his statement 
regarding Schenck’s honesty and in- 
tegrity. Justice Gibson declared that 
he had read something about it in 
the papers since his arrival here but 


of Schenck. He concluded by de- 
claring that he had come to N. Y 
voluntarily to testify for Schenck. 

Last of the day’s character witnesses 
was John Golden, legit producer, who 
|} Stated he has been producing plays 
| for 40 years and is now 66. Golden 
| declared he knew Joe Moskowitz for 
|a dozen years and first met ‘him and 
| Charley’ (Charles Moskowitz) when 
the two ‘boys’ frequented ‘Joe 
and Nick’s’ home (Joseph and 
| Nicholas Schenck). Golden drew a 
|laugh from the tense courtroom 
when he declared that despite. the 
fact that Moskowitz knew him well 
and he called him Joe, the 20th-Fox 
eastern representative always ad- 
dressed him as ‘Mr. Golden.’ 

‘Respects My Antiquity’ 

‘He is a younger man and re- 
spects my antiquity,” explained the 
witness. Golden declared Mosko- 
witz to be a ‘good boy’ and a ‘fine 





try knows Joe Moskowitz and every- 
body likes him. Told by Judge Mos- 


whether Moskowitz’s reputation was 
good or bad to those words, the wit- 
ness declared‘very good,’ emphasizing 
the adjective. 

An attempt was made by defense 
counsel to call four U. S. internal 





stars interested in our own pictures, 
made with our own money. 
dates on holidays and weekends 
meant the most money and we all} 


‘ 


revenue men to testify on how the 


Play- | Treasury Department makes up its 


estimates on returns, including a 
couple who had already testified for 


& 


Moskowitz advanced him money to | 


|tion for honesty and integrity in 


that it had no effect on his opinion | 


and competent business man.’ He | 
Stated that everybody in the indus- | 


kowitz to limit his declaration as to | 


Harry Seamon’s $50,000 

bd ° , - 

| Suit Over ‘Tin Pan’ Pic 
| An application by Harry Seamon, 
78-year-old surviving member of the 
old burlesque producing firm of Hur- 
tig & Seamon, for a temporary in- 


junction against 20th Century-Fox’s 
\"Tin Pan Alley,’ revealed a $50,000 


action by Seamon against 20th-Fox | 


| yesterday (Tuesday) in N.Y. supreme 
‘court. Temporary injunction plea 
| will be argued today (Wed.). 
Plaintiff claims 20th used his name 
without permission in the picture. 
'His firm, which was in business for 
50 years, produced over 500 shows, 
‘he avers. An action by Seamon 
against the film company in the N. Y. 
' magistrates’ court for breach of the 
,civil rights law was dismissed re- 


acquaintance with | cently. 





N.Y.C. TO TAX 
JUKEBOXES 


Commissioner Paul Moss of the 





'New York City Licensing Depart- 


ment, who announced last week a 
campaign to license jukebox-films, 
admitted on Friday (28) that he 


| doesn’t know what a license should 
1 ts. eried b 
Next witness to take the stand was | Cost for the filmoma Querie y 


Irving Berlin, who stated he was 52. / be. Moss said there was no statute 
and had been a songwriter for 33) _.’ 


Variety as to how much the tap will 


covering the fee and he hadn't de- 
cided on any. 

Asked how he will determine the 
charge, he replied that he would go 
into a huddle with himself and come 
up with an answer—of necessity ar- 
bitrary. Inasmuch as there have 
| been no applications yet for licenses 


| and few if any machines other than 
for display purposes are operating, 
Moss said he.anticipates no quick 
huddle. 

Although fee isn’t mentioned, 
there is a New York statute covering 
licensing of the jukers, Moss claims. 
| It applies to motion pictures in the- 


to bring the coin machines within 
its purview. 


MONO 757, UP ON 





| NEW SEASON OUTPUT 





Hollywood, April 1. 
| Monogram starts production on 
| three pictures this week, bringing its 
total product for 1940-41 up to 75%, 


either completed or in work. In} 


, preparation, but not yet ready to 
| shoot, are seven features and five 
| westerns, 

This week’s starters are ‘Redhead,’ 
‘The Pioneers’ and ‘King of the 
Zombies.” 





| Technicolor Patent Suit 


Percy Douglas Brewster, inventor, 
filed a patent infringement suit 
|against Technicolor, Inc., and the 
| Technicolor Motion Picture Corp., 
yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y. Fed- 
eral court. Plaintiff claims the in- 
fringement of a patent. called 
‘Method and Apparatus for Color 
Cinematography’ by the defend- 
ants, which are accused of having 
manufactured and sold apparatus 
using the patent. 

Plaintiff's patent was secured 
Nov. 16, 1920. Damages of $100,000 
are asked, 








the Government, but the court re- 
fused to accept their testimony, fol- 
lowing a Treasury Dept. ruling that 
its agents cannot testify in court 
without the permission of the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury. The witnesses 
were excused, and will be recalled 
after permission has been obtained. 
| The agents were Leonard F, Mulli- 
| gan, Leo Colin, Perry F. Jacobs and 
| Charles P. Yarmis. 

At the outset of Monday’s (31) 


session, the Government formally |son. Some of the new lithos carried| Y- federal court. 


|rested its case: Corbin then made 
seven motions to dismiss parts of 
the complaint and the indictment in 
} its entirely. 
the pleas. 


, week was Lawrence W. Gibney, in- 


atres primarily, but is so worded as | 
|If ‘Miss Babe’ wasn’t found within 


This Tobacco Yarn 


‘Babes’ in Toronto 


Continued from page ! 


a nephew of the impulsive deceased, 
is trying to break the will. Bark- 
worth doubts his uncle’s ‘testamen- 
tary capacity’ and believes that the 
will in any case is ‘void for uncer- 
tainty’ because of the number of 
‘Babe’ claims. Barkworth also says 
that the will is ‘improvident and un- 
reasonable and contrary to law.’ 


Paid Own Transportation 

Meanwhile, the girls have paid 
their own transportation costs to 
Toronto. One came here from Los 
Angeles with her parents and an- 
other is up from N. Y. with similar 
moral support. Meanwhile, the bat- 
tery of legal counsel for the bevy of 
‘Babes’ are almost as eager as the 
girls themselves. 

Among the ‘Babes’ who are claim- 
ants are Dorothy (Babe) Willett of 
Los Angeles, Olive (Babe) Newman 
of New York, now professionally 
known as Olive White; Edith (Babe) 
Collins Smith of Ithaca, .N. Y.; Marie 
(Babe) Carr Diehl, of Detroit; Mrs. 
Irene (Babe) Salter of Milton, Flor- 
ida; Ethel Iona (Babe) Brant, now 
Mrs. Harold Ribson, of Deseronto, 
Ontario, the only Canadian claimant. 
Others who used only ‘Babe’ in their 
applications for court hearings are 
Babe Hamilton, dancing teacher in 
Mackenzie, Tenn.; Babe Walsh of 
New York; Babe Hahn of Fort 
Wayne; Babe Wright of New York, 
Babe White of Cincinnati. 

According to the will the profligate 
plumber made on November 3, 1925, 
he attended ‘an Indiana burlesque 
show at a vaudeville theatre in Fort 
Wayne on or about April 18, 1918’ 
and was ‘captivated’ by ‘Miss Babe,’ 
then about five years of age, to 
whom he desired to leave his estate. 


three years after his death, the es- 
tate was to go to Sherbourne United 
Church, Toronto, of which Wright's 
late parents were members. The 
Canada Trust Co. was named exe- 
cutor. Meanwhile, the trust com- 
pany, the church, and all the ‘Babes’ 
will concertedly oppose the nephew’s 





| musicians, 
| other unions necessary to the play- 


The only other witness during the 


attempt to break the will. 


Circus Strike? 


Continued from page 1! 




















teamsters and _ sundry 





|ing, loading and unloading of the 
|show. Should the Ringling Circus! 
,fail to reach an agreement with 
| AGVA, a strike vote will then be} 
taken by the Council. | 
The R.-B. & B. show is due to, 
|reach the Mott Haven (Bronx) yards | 
for unloading Thursday (3), and 
| AGVA intends to sit down with the 
| circus officials before then, if pos- 
| sible, and certainly before the Gar- | 
| den opening: 
| On the new deal with the big top 
also depends AGVA’s contracts with 
carnivals. Last year AGVA had 26 
lof the latter signed up, but all of 
| them have signified reluctance to re- 
| sign unless the Ringling Circus first 
inks a pact. 


New Wrinkles 





| Red, white and blue sawdust for | 
the Ringling show will be the key-| 
| note when it opens Monday (7). The| 
| press department says so, but akep- | 
| tically, and adds that such an effect | 
| was ‘promised’ by the props. How-| 
| ever, among the new effects will be 
illuminated ring curbs which was ex- 
, pected to help the sight effective- 
ness of the equestrian turns. 

The big top started rolling out of! 
| Sarasota, Monday (31) and is due} 
'in town Thursday (3). Show was 
| dated to open next Wednesday (9) 
| but was put ahead two days when 
‘learned no further hockey games will 
be played at the Garden this sea- 


| Se original date and had to be 
| Stripped. Earth cannot be layed un- 
| til after Friday’s (4) fight between | 
\show will be rushed to debut on! 
time. 


It will be the first time the Ring- 





May Not Be Kind 


To Studios, Hence Pix Cos. Are Wary 





Fear of repercussions from the 
major tobacco companies and the 
heirs to the country’s great tobacco 
fortunes are delaying purchase of 
screen rights to a new novel in 
which a number of studios, par- 
ticularly Metro, are evincing large- 
scale interest. Book, which isn’t 
completed yet, is ‘Drivin’ Woman,’ by 
Elizabeth Chevalier. It’s slated for 
fall publication. 

Yarn, which all major studios 
have seen in outline, is reported to 
be on an aspect of American his- 
tory not hitherto touched upon in 
films. It tells the story of a pur- 
poseful woman who fights the great 
tobacco trust in the interest of to- 
becco-growing farmers. Although 
camouflaged and fictionalized, real 
persons and firms are reportedly de- 
tectable and it is this facet which is 
causing studios to have their attor- 
neys closely gander the yarn before 
they make commitments. 

Sam Briskin, Columbia producer, 
is understood seeking film rights to 
‘I Live on Air,’ book of anecdota on 
radio’s special events departments by 
Abe Schechter. Briskin is said to 
be seeking, in addition, rights to ‘Go 
Ahead Garrison,’ fictionalized book 
for boys written by Schechter about 
a year ago, and Schechter’s services 
to assist in preparing the screenplay. 
Schechter is head of news and spe- 
cial events department of NBC. 
RKO and several other studios are 
also interested in ‘I Live on Air.’ 

Another volume creating a flurry 
among story editors and likely of 
sale to films is Phil Stong’s ‘The 
Princess.’ Novel will be published 
in May, unless sold to a magazine 
first, which will push book off until 
fall. Paramount appears most in- 
terested. 


TEXAS IN NEW 
BLDG. SPURT 


-_——_—. 





Brownsville, Tex., April 1. 

A theatre expansion and improve- 
ment program for the lower Rio 
Grande Valley is in progress by the 
Texas Consolidated Theatres, Inc, 

Circuit the past week purchased 
a lot in McAllen for a new house, 
According to J. L. (Shine) Mason, 
manager of the three Texas Cone 
solidated houses in McAllen, it will 
seat 1,500. 


In Harlingen, plans call for a new 
house and remodeling present house 
there, according to district manager 
George Watson. 

Here in Brownsville, a site was 
purchased for a new building which 
will house a picture theatre and 
stores, 





New Fort Worth House 


Fort Worth, April 1. 
North Fort Worth is to have its 
third picture house, to be built im- 
mediately, managed by H. E. Fulg- 
ham, who operates the Ideal in the 
same neighborhood. Will seat 775. 





Examine Majors’ Attys. 
In U.S. Vs. Schine Suit 


As part of its anti-trust action 
against the Schine Chain of Theatres 
and the major film companies, the 
Department of Justice will examine 
five attorneys of the producer-ex- 
hibitor defendants on April 7 in N. 
Those to be ex- 
amined are Leopold Friedman, of 
Loew’s; William Mallard, of RKO; 





The court denied all, Lou Nova and Max Baer, so the; 4UStin Keough, of Paramount; Felix 


A Jenkins, of 20th Century-Fox, and 
Edward K. Hessberg, of Warner 
Bros. 


‘ternal revenue agent, whose testi-| ling show will have had all of Holy| Notice of the examination was filed 
/mony proved a bust for the Govern- , Week at the Garden in several sea- | 19 federal court Friday (28) by Sey- 


|ment since, in testifying on various 
deductions, the witness consistently 
had to admit that all the figures on 
the 1935-37 income tax returns he 
was reading that had been ‘adjusted’ 


by the Government, had been dic- | 


tated by prosecutor Correa, 


sons. Engagement there is for 27% | 
days, three more than last season, | 


mour Simon, special assistant to the 
attorney general, who is prosecuting 


terminating May 4. Outfit then goes'the case. This suit is expected to 
to Boston for five days, “date there|g0 to bat before the Government 
having been sliced in half. Balti-| tries its action against Columbia, 
more will follow and it may be the United Artists and Universal in the 


i first stand under canvas this year.'N Y. courts. 
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And here’s the great news to h 


A theatre man just back from Hollywood gives eye-witness, projection 








room reports on 6 great M-G-M productions for coming weeks! 





“MEN OF 
BOYS TOWN" 


Spencer Tracy and Mickey 
Rooney are headed for 
record grosses in this sequel 
that tops the original 
“Boys Town”. It’s got 
more heart-throbs, more 
thrills than the first one. 
Money in the bank! 


‘A WOMAN'S 
FACE" 


A prediction made after a 
projection-room screening 
of Joan Crawford, Melvyn 
Douglas and a big cast in 
“A Woman’s Face.” “IT 
WILL BE ONE OF THE YEAR’S 


TEN BEST!” You'll hear a 
lot about it from now on. 
A thrilling masterpiece 

of the screen is on the 
way to fame and fortune! 








“ZIEGFELD 
GIRL 


The biggest screenful 

this industry ever saw. 
Beyond belief till you 

see it with your own eyes. 
James Stewart, Judy 
Garland, Hedy Lamarr, 
Lana Turner and many 
others. For the big dough! 


"BILLY, 
THE KID’ 


An eyeful! And in 
Technicolor! An epic 
western that moves like 
lightning. Hats off to 
Robert Taylor for another 
big-time performance. 
Not since “Northwest 
Passage” has such a 
fortune been poured into 
an outdoor production. 
A Big One in every way! 


“LOVE 
CRAZY" 


Bill Powell and Myrna 
Loy in the kind of show 
you ask for in your prayers! 
The funniest in their 

entire career. When you “A 
can get hysterical in a a 
cold projection room, you 
know it’s in the bag! 


“BLOSSOMS 
IN THE DUST" 


Powerful human docu- 
ment filmed in Techni- 
color, starring Greer 
Garson and Walter . 
Pidgeon. Its power comes 
from the fact that it’s a 
true story of a woman’s 
fight to give a name 

to unwanted children. 

A woman’s picture that 
will pack ’em in! 
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Atlanta’s Variety Club Frankly 


Wants to Dominate A.C. Convensh 


* 





Atlanta, April 1. 

Atlanta’s Variety Club is planning | 
10 again have the largest delegation 
st annual convention of National | 
Variety Clubs of America to be held | 
in Atlantic City May 15-17. 

Harry Baliance, 20th-Fox exec 
here and chairman of Tent No. 21’s 
‘On to Atlantic City’ committee, hs | 
announced that local tent will pay | 





Asst. Manager Held Up, 
$200 Taken in Youngstown 


Youngstown, O., April 1. 


Two shabbily-dressed men held u 


'and robbed Henry Clipperly, assist 
| 
ij ant 


manager of the Paramount, of 
$200 in cash March 24 after 


} 


forcing 
|him to open the safe in the seconc 


| Woolworth Bargain 





Boston, April 1. 
All this and Bank Night tool 
| For 10c (matinee) or 20c ‘eve- 
nings), the following chunk of 
| entertainment can be purchased 
i} gt the Inman Square theatre in 
| Cambridge, Mass.: 

2 features. 


l stage show (five to seven 
acts), 
2 newsreels. 
| 1 cartoon. 
| 1 two-reel comedy. 
A 1 educational reel. 
} 1 serial ‘for Saturday kiddie 
shows). 


fanagement also occasionally 








' 

travel expenses of every resident | story office of the theatre. Clipperly uses Bank Night as a lure. The 
and non-resident member of club |told police he was working on thee- | stage bill changes at least twice 
who wishes to attend convention. | tre accounts when the robbers en- a week. Theatre does no adver- 
Ballance also declared that club may | sereq his office, stuck what felt like| tising except the billing in front 
go further—he is working on plan |, gun on his back, and was hit on | of the house. 
to raise dough that will permit club ithe jaw by the other. One of the | 
to also foot he tel bills of members bandits grabbed a money bag con- 
whe make pat _. taining $200 from the safe, af Fj 

Special compartment cars have , “ a a 

, Clipperly opened the outside door. ine 

already’ been engaged to take At- eg yh in't h 
Janta’s delegation to Atlantic City He told the bandits he dic oly 
and a club car and diner for exclu- 2 key to the inner door of the we 
sive use of local barkers has also {20d the bandits fled. ¢ | er 
been promised. The theatre management said that 

Another movement is on foot to | the bandits were ‘just lucky,’ as ordi- 
have members of Atlanta tent at- | narily only $25 or $30 was in the 


tend convention garbed as Southern 
colonels, complete with goatees. This 
matter, however, remains in abey- 
ance until local tent’s next meeting. 
April 7, when it will be discussed | 
and ironed out, principally the angle | 
as to whether the goatees will be ' 
homegrown or prop whiskers will be 





permissible. | 
Philly’s Variety Plans 
Philadelphia, Aprii 1. | 

Variety Club’s executive heads | 


met here Sunday (30). at a breakfast | 
in the Benjamin Franklin hotel to 
lay plans for the national conclave 
set for Atlantic City May 15-18. 
Jack Beresin 
year's event. 


is chairman of this | 


}and 


oe Wesuiis Usher ‘You've Got to Swing It,’ prior to; favor of Mrs. Helen G. Black, of 

; | Feb. 27, 1940, and claims the War-  Gjens Falls, against Harry Black. of 

Youngstown, O., April 1. ner film, ‘My Love Came Back.’ is Staten Island, manager of the Fa- 

A i4-year-old boy was taken tO an unauthorized adaptation of his pian theatres there. At one time he 

eounty jail after he allegedly in-| story. An injunction and accounting naged the Rialto, Glens Falls. later 

fiicted two knife wounds over the of profits are also asked. managing the Palace, Albany, before 
eyes of George Chop, 20, usher at —- going to S. I 


the Palace. 
the youth and two companions who 
entered the theatre through a side 


|} was revealed Thursday 


| pany 
| federal 


Chop was trying to eject | 


-_ ce safe. Police recalled that the 
heatre had been held up in much 
the same feshion about five years 


ago. 


$50,000 Story Suit 








Suit by Irving Gaumont, author, 
against Warner Bros, Pictures, 
(27) in N. 
court when the 
applied for a transfer 
court, claiming 
citizenship. Suit 
asks $50,000 damages. 
Plaintiff wrote a story 


supreme 
to the 
diversity 


called 


START TOILING, TIL 
April 


Hollywood, 


‘Tillie the Toiler’ 


Ine. 
film com- | 


of | 
claims plagiarism | 


starts toiling to- 





Buffalo, April 1. 


Seven men convicted last week of | 
in opera- | 
tion of the Bingo Club at. James- | 


Against Warner Bros. t». ._¥- 


| violating State lottery law, 
' 
! 


| Monday (31) in city court there. 


defendants, for 


lishment, were suspended. 





| EARRY BLACKS DIVORCED 
Lake George, N. Y., April 1. 

A final 
Warren County 


Attorney William 


Glens Fa 


Bingo Law 


were fined $100 each 


Additional jail sentences of three 
having been caught 
in two different raids on the estab- 


Givorce has been entered in 
clerk’s office here in 


B. Skane, of 
ls. appeared for Mrs. Black. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Renewed spurts in Universal's 8% preferred shares in the past week 
produced a new flood of reports in Wall Street that the company was 
| getting ready to announce a plan for retiring the bulk of these shares, 
| Company denied any such plan was ready; also that it had not obtained 
its new loan of about $2.500,000 from a Boston bank, U shares had climbed 
back to around its new high for the year at $158. 

If Universal decides to bring a substantial number of additional shares 
of this preferred into the company treasury, additional money might be 
| borrowed to bring the proposed loan above $3,000,000, However, there is 
slight indication that this is currently contemplated, 








Scattered reports from Belgrade indicate that the threat of war soon 
| will bring restrictions against the remittance of distributor profits from 
| Jugoslavia to U. S. With Hungary also expected to clamp down any day 
under Axis influence, American distributors figure they-will lose an‘ addi- 
tional 1% of normal revenue from the Balkan countries. Jugoslavia 
business was figured at less than 42% of the total foreign revenue for U. §, 
distribs., 

Oddly enough, major companies only recently 
| that country. Other 





received remittances from 
remittances are reported en route to U. S. 


Possibly the most encouraging portion of 20th-Fox annual financial re- 
port for 1940 was that showing that inventories had been reduced by 
approximately $3,000,000 over the same time in the preceding year. Report 
showed these carried at $17,239,501 as compared with $20,244,608 the year 
before. The problem the corporation today is facing with regard to the 
foreign market was exemplified by the reserve writeoffs, being listed as 
$4,801,574 as compared with $1,281,574 in 1939. 
| Of the 1940 write off, the cofhpany noted that the reserve for foreign 

assets had increased $2,800,000 during the year. 
| Film workers’ prime pastime both in New York and on the Coast during 
| the past few days has been guessing the originals of the characters in 
| ‘What Makes Sammy Run?’, new Hollywood novel by Budd Schulberg, 
| son of producer B. P. Schulberg and agent Ad Schulberg. Although the 
characters are said by the author to be based not on one person, but to 
be composites, most of the film colony thinks it has a good idea it specific- 
ally embraces. two pix notables. Author is 26 years old, four years out of 
Dartmouth and an occasional screen scripter, 





Deal by Mayfair Productions (Jules Levey) to film the 
show, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ for Universal release, is 
a controversy with one of the authors E, Y. (Yip) Harburg, who is said to 
be attempting to divert the sale to Metro. Meanwhile, Mayfair is appeal- 
| ing to the Playwrights Guild to persuade Harburg to go through with the 
| Original sale agreement, signed Feb. 28. Production plans call for an 
| August start with Eddie Cantor and Martha Raye in the top roles. 





1 Jolson musical 
eing delayed by 





While the number of screen personalities trekking to Latin America is 
expected to average at least two per major U. S., film company, foreign 
department executives are urging extreme care in picking players to make 
the trips. Officials realize that the selection of a single star who does not 
react favorably to a land, or fails to conduct himself properly, 

undo all will developed by others. One or two un- 
favorable made the execs particularly wary. 


strange 
previous good 
experiences have 


x73) 
Wiil 


Suit by David A. Stoneman, 
former Paramount director. 
day (31). 


Sask attorney, against Stephen A. Lynch, 
was discontinued in N. Y. supreme court Mon- 











Action sought $250,000. Stoneman had asked moneys for legal 
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A Thrilling Saga of America’s 
Flying Youth 


“T WANTED WINGS” 


ASTOR pit 
Broadway at 45th St. §) 
All Seats Reserved 
Twice Daily-—-2:46 and 8:46 P.M. 
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GRINDE’S O0ZARKER 
Hollywood, April 1. 
Nick Grinde becomes a_ hillbilly 
director in ‘epublic’s ‘Thunder Over 
with the Weaver Bros 
and Ejviry as the top mountaineers 
Producer is Armand Schaefer 


Ps =" 


the board of di- 
|rectors’ ban, it is understood, is 
| Welles’ determination to sue RKO 
|in the event the shelving persists. 

What may also influence the board 
is the large profiis the picture is 
almost certain to make. Results of 
a Gallup poll ordered by Schaefer 
show ‘Kane’ to have made the 
‘greatest publicity penetration since 
'‘Gone With the Wind’, 





ae be oe — 
- RS KS re 


charge of shorts sales, who left yes- 
terday «Tues.) on a swing across the 
country, stated prior to departure 
| that this marks the beginning of the 
| selling season for the product over 
he has jurisdiction, including 


dustry this week. He rated Roose- 
velt’s high praise a challenge to fur- 
ther planning and achievement. 
Hays said that increased distribu- 
tion of American-made films, pro- 
duced with due regard to sensibili- 
‘ties and traditions of Latin-Ameri- 


| Which 
/also the Par newsreel. 


| For '41-42 Par will have three new | can friends, will provide a more 
series, 12 Superman cartoons in complete picture of the North Amer- 
, Technicolor; six Quiz Kids reels and 


ican scene than can be given by any 


isix Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood. few films. 
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CONTRACTS BY EXHAUSTION 
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A GOOD BEGINNING 


Most promising aspect of the George Foster Peabody radio | 


awards which were announced Saturday (29) is that the Ad-| 


visory Board is already launched upon the task of improving | 
the modus operandi, clarifying the criteria and putting the spot- | 
light of analysis, criticism and common sense upon the purposes 
of the awards. 


The merit implicit in any award is what people think of it. 
Not just the winners, but the non-winners and the world at 
large. Moral integrity, which means freedom from angles or 
favoritism, is a first need of any serious-minded award. But a 
second need, equally important, is that realism and intelligence 
guide the preliminaries as well as the final acts of judgment. 
It is‘a splendid sign that the Peabody advisory board realizes 
this and is not rubberstamp-minded, but instead frankly anx- 
jous to do, better. Only thus can the Peabody award be all it 
should be. 


It is unfortunately true that in the business world at large, 
and in radio perhaps more than the average, awards, plaques 
cups and framed scrolls have been rather lavishly, not to say 
good naturedly, tossed about. This produces a double respon- 
sibility upon any award which sincerely wishes-to be highly 
regarded as above deals, pressure, suggestion or hypnosis by 
charm. 


Just at this particular point in radio history there are stations 
more eager to win awards than earn them or deserve them. 
Against this danger the Peabody committee must always be on 


guard. Mere sales promotion’ slickness in the presentation 
must not dazzle or confuse or mislead. 

On the whole the first annual Peabody awards meet point 
one—plausibility. Obviously this is the first, quick glance test 


of the worth and sense and success of any awards. 
tation of most of the station winners is already well established. 
‘The wellknown winners have, perhaps, even more occa- 
sion to be gratified by this national attention and pat on back. 
Reversely, the discovery and recognition of commendable pub- 
lic interest operation in far places is a prod to the backward, a 
reminder to all. 


The repu- 


less 


As an advocate and spokesman of showmanship in public in- 
terest, this publication cannot refrain from depl oring the dull- 
ish ceremonies of the actual awards as heard over the air Sat- 
urday night. That program was not calculated to hold an audi- 
ence or to inflame the public imagination. Public interest 
should be and must be interesting. 


BRITISH, DUTCH a a a 
SPONSORS GO 
USA 


‘Gang Busters’ winds up its pres- 
week contract with 
Friday (4), 

air until next fall. Program already 

|has been re-signed with the same 
meen | sponsor, Sloan’s Liniment, to resume 
‘next Oct. 1. Understood that new 
| pact was inked for substantially 
be taken | higher figure. 


ent 26 the pro- 


gram next and quits the 


Brown & Williamson, 
advertiser, 


a big radio 
will probably 


over by an American syndicate| Brice Disque again will script and 
through one of those British govern- | produce show for Phillips Lord, Inc. 
ment deals within the next two oe ones chica a 

weeks, but there are indications that | 


'Extra Five Weeks For 


no such transfers will take place for 


, 5 , io} ‘Jack Armst ’ Serial 
Lever Bros. and Shell Oil, also radio | acK Armstrong °* 
advertisers, until some solution is Chicago, April 1. 
reached on the question of Dutch Gene Mills last week okayed 
ownership in the two American}... .y:, n of the ‘Jack Arm- 
companies, David Melville, director trons y for Whe es Ww 

ebiUligg ©hiu WwW ( y at 

of the British-American Tobacco | keep the show on for an additional 
yy WEICH OW B & W, is now 1M | gve_week stretch, beginning April 2 
this country with the purpose of Will be on 12 NBC-Red stations in 
velr “~~ ere — th; the ge See : : 
helping determine the worth of the thé eastern daylight saving time 
latter interests and facilitate a sale. zone 

Before the Lever and Shell prop- Set through the Knox Reeves 


erties can, according to Wall Street 
reports, be disposed of, it must be 
determined whether the British or 
Dutch interests hold the control and, | 
if the British ownership dominates, 


agency. 


Aspinwall Quits WFAA 


how the Dutch investors are to fig- | Dallas, April 1. 
ure in the deal, so that the trans- Hugh Aspinwall. radio veteran and 
fers will not result in future legal! creator of the “character, Chick 


complications. Since the Queen Wil- 
hemina government is now estab-/| director of 

lished in England and the latter | wrAA-KGKO, 
Government has a vital stake in the | to yme program 


Martin, has resigned his position as 
farm programs for 
Dallas-Fort Worth, 


bece manager of 


outcome of the war, it is believed! KGBX-KWTO, Springfield, Mo. 

that little difficulty will be experi- Aspinwall will continue to make 

enced in settling the ownership |tpe Chick Martin transcribed pro- 

questions : ; : grams for Ralston Purina Co. of St. 
B & W has made its big strides 7 oui. 

Only within the past 15 years. Only , _ eal 

brands it had when it assigned its 

account to B.B.D. & O. at that time tobacco manufacturer and distribs 

were a couple roll-your-owns with such brands as Raleigh, Kool, Wings, 

distributior “( ynfined to the south Avalon, Viceroy and Sir Walte: 

; the country’s No. 4 Raleigh 


| 
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THATS HOW AIR 'AFRA Scale for Transcription 


TALENT olbNo 


————» 


| Advertising Agencies Send 


in Relays of Fresh Execu-, 


tives as the Weary Personal | 


Managers Stagger Along 


CLAUSE BY CLAUSE 


Nothing, according to talent agents, 


is so wearing in the business as the | 


mental and physical beating they 
have to go through when they are 
engaged in drawing up a long-term 


contract with a couple major agen- | 


cies. Which side gets the better 
terms of the deal depends totally on 
the degree of endurance, and which 
can think up more angles to confuse 
and confound the other party. Some 





of these contracts, through which in | 


essence one person agrees to work 
for another at so much per broad- 
cast, runs as many as 36 pages, 

One negotiator tells of having to 


talk during the course of one of these 


legaiistic marathons to 
men, four executives from the client’s 
organization and six lawyers. 
sooner was One point, after hours of 
wrangling, settled, than the agency 
tossed in another, with the procedure 
of breaking down one or the other’s 
power of resistance starting all over 
again. To get out of one of these 
mental hotboxes a performer or 
writer will often make concessions 
which on later reflection will either 


cause him to wonder what made him 


such an easy mark or result in a 
sense of bitter frustration which 
doesn’t, in many cases, bespeak well 
for the debut of broadcast: relations 
between himself.and the agency. 
For the agent, performer or writer 


these contract-making bouts have a 
particular air of bafflement. It is 
rare for the agency exec with whom 
the negotiations or contract terms 


were started to be present when the 
haggling is in full sway. He has 
either had to go out of town and be- 
come tied up elsewhere. His place 
in the proceedings has been taken by 
some one else, fresh and energetic, 
who has some pet angles or points of 
his that he thinks ought to go into 
the contract. The next day this sec- 
agency exec may be missing and 
there is some one else from the staff 
with ideas and angles that haven't 
been before. 

And so it 


long as three 


ond 


mentioned 
sometimes as 
and the terms, 


goes on 


weeks, 


clauses and conditions mount until 
the outside party wonders whether 
he is signing up to do a show or 


whether he’s on the point of taking 
over one of the networks. 


Albert Byington in U.S.; 
Prominent in Brazil’s 


Radio, Music, Films 


Alhert B y Ame 
ow e of fo iominé Taqdio Ssta- 
i in Brazil rrived in Washing- 
ton yesterday (Tuesday) from Rio d« 
Janeiro, from whence he clippered 
last Saturday. He was met in D. C 
by his representative Wally Dow- 
ney, also American, who preceded 


him back to the States. Byington is 
interested in Brazilian film produc- 
tion as well as radio-music affilia 
tions. 
Meantime Do 
ing in An 
porta 


wney plans remain- 
indef and has incor- 
If as a talent manager. 


1erica 
ted nimse 


JERRY BELCHER’S NEW WORK 
Amarillo, Texas, April 1. 
sashes of the 





co-orl 


Jerry Belcher, 


‘Vox Pop’ program at Houston and 
who at one time tig: sented ‘Interest- 
ing Neighbors’ over NBC, has joined 
the staff of KGN( In the Sales and 
f iepal f 


|; Precter & Gamble. 
| involved 
12 agency | 
|The programs that move over 
No | 


About Ready After Many Huddles 





Mostest to Bestest 


As a novelty payoff scheme, 
Eddie Cantor suggested and Max 
Baer and Lou Nova accepted the 
idea that the winner of the bout 
between them Friday (4) will 
get the long end of $1,000 for a 
joint appearance of both next 
Wednesday on the Cantor air 
show for Ipana. 

Boxer getting the decision gets 
75% of the $1,000 radio fee. 
Loser takes $250. 








BENTON-BOWLES 


| Proposed code for electrical tran- 
| scriptions, tentatively by 
| the American Federation of Radio 
| Artists membership the 

| scription producers’ committee, is 
|now being redrafted 
|phraseology by attorneys for the 
| two groups. Pact is dated April 15 
per expires Nov. 1, 1943. It’s general 
| rules specify that nothing in its 
| terms change or amend the existing 
| live codes, that AFRA is to stay an 
|open union and will not impose un- 


accepted 
and tran- 


into legal 


reasonable entrance fees. AFRA is 
recognized as exclusive bargaining 


agent for performers and is to repre- 
sent a majority in the field, that all 
_artists must obey AFRA’s rules and 
| regulations, that signatories to the 


| code will not move or transfer their 
business for the purpose of evasion, 


P&G. 


Benton & Bowles has been as- 
signed the Ivory Snow brand by 
Appropriation 
is around $1,000,000 and 
is the Compton agency’s. 
are 
Reason for the 


the loss 


not yet decided. 
change 
not giving competing brands to any 
one agency. 

Designation of B & B as a new 
member of the P & G agency list 
— - the first agency realignment 
for the soap manufacturer in several 
nc Benton & Bowles until the 
first of this year had the Palmolive 
and Colgate brands. 

P & G’s other agencies are Kastor, 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, and Ped- 
lar & Ryan. 


Norman Frescott Flies 
From Oregon for N.Y. 
Audition at Biow 


man Frescott, who at one time 


No 
did a mind-reading act in vaude- 
ville; lew to New York from Port- 
land, Ore., Friday (28) to audition 
for the Biow agency on a new pro- 
gram which that outfit is keeping 
tightly under wraps. Frescott flew! 
back to the Pacific coast the same 


day. The agency paid his fare both 
ways. 

Frescott is managing the ‘Iceca 
pades’ show for the Arena Managers’ 
Associ and he had to get back 


by Saturday to pay off the troupe. 


ation 


Y.&R. EXPECTS HAYES 
BACK IN AUTUMN 


Leve Bre A retire fror it 
Sunday 8-8.30 } spot « CBS f 

e e! ¢ ‘ afte r ; 
he Heler Haye erie Lit n’'s 
Tea) in June Young & Rubicam, 

ency ¢ the Lipton account, state 

t r il enewed for the fall 

en th ig e ct tr peen 

i F } Leve mie na ng 

rces. 

‘The Aldrich Family’ (General 
Foods), which is directed by the 
same agency, will be given a five or 


six-weeks vacation during the sum- 

mer. 

Free & Peters Rep For 
New WISH, Indianapolis 


Chicago, April 1. 
Free & Peters, station sales rep 
yutfit, has the national repping as- 


; om ¢ , 
ignment for 


WISH, r 


slated to 


new one in In- 
spray ear]. in 
outlet for the NBC- 
rate 5,000 watts day- 


dianapolis, 
June asa 
Blue. Will 


basic 


ope 


ime and 1,000 watts nights on 1310 
ke. 

Contract was awarded F & P by 
C. B. McConnell, president of the 


ne t ) ompar Vv 


is the company’s policy of | 
|$2 for one-minute transcriptions, $3 


or permit others to use their tran- 
scriptions except under terms of the 
code. Pact also specifies that AFRA 
will not give better terms to one 
transcription maker in preference to 
another one. 

There are separate rate schedules 
for Class A (‘custom built’) and 
Class B (‘open end’) transcriptions. 
Former include the commercial 
and the latter have a_ space 
omitted for subsequent insertion 
of the commercials. A rates 
for actors and announcers. are 
(according to the length of program ) 





Class 


for two-minute, $5 for five-minute. 
$12 for 15-minute, $20 for 30-minute, 
$28 for 60-minute. If program runs 
over 60 minutes, excess time will be 
figured in 15-minute units. Rehear- 
sals at $6 per hour for first hour (one 
hour required for each transcription) 
and $1.50 for each subsequent 15 
minutes. 
Class B rates 
nouncers are the 
and five-minute programs, 
| minute programs, $12.50 for 30-min- 
| ute and $17.50 for 60-minute. Class 
B rehearsals are $3 per hour. Class 
A and B rates for singers are the 
same. Groups of nine or more vocal- 
ists get from $11 for 15-minute shows 
to $14 for 60-minute shows, per per- 
son, with rehearsals at $4 per hour. 
Groups of five to eight voices 
(per person) from $16 for 15-minute 
shows to $22.50 for 60-minute shows, 
with rehearsal at $4 per hour. 
Groups of two to four voices get (per 
nger) from $20 per 15-minute show 
to $28 per 60-minute show, with $5 
per hour rehearsals. singers 
get $10 for a five-mi program, 
$25 for a 15-minute show, $31 for 30- 
minute, $37.50 for $45-minute and 
$43.75 for 60-minute, with rehearsal 
at $6 per hour 
Rates for 


for actors and 
same for one, two 
$10 for 15- 


an- 


get 


ee 
Solo 


nute 


gnature and theme 
songs (to be used not more than one 
year or on more than one program) 
$150 for soloists, $125 per person for 
duos and trios and $100 per person 
for groups of four or more. Drama- 
ized commer! ors call for $12 per 
actor for 15-minute programs, $16 
for d $20 for 60-minute 


30-minute ar 


Jimmy McClain Succeeds 


Valentine as Dr. I. Q. 


Ci go, April 1 
Jimmy McClain this week takes 
ver the Dr. I. Q. job for Mars, re- 
placing Lew Valentine, who had the 


a signment since its start. 

McClain has been with the Grant 
agency, which handles the Mars ac- 
count, and was radio director for the 
Dallas office before coming up to Chi 


| and into the local office. Before join- 


ing the agency he had been announc- 
ing with several] Texas stations. 


Eddie Holden as Agency 


Hollywood, April 1 

Eddie Holden has put away his 
‘Watanabe’ (and Archie) character 
for a whirl at the agency biz. First 
account is a co-op sponsorship of va- 
riety show with guest stars originat- 
ing at Saks Bevhiils Sky Room 
Holden produces the half hour 


val: KVWPC 
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CANTOR-SHORE ARBITRATION LEADS 
0 AFRA LIMITING HER COMMISSION 





Double Payments (To GAC and NBC) Draws Frown 


—Cantor, Freed of Compulsion and Winner at **™™* 


Arbitration, Makes Singer Outright Cash Gift 





Dinah Shore, whose contract with 
Eddie Cantor for his Bristol-Myers 
program was the subject of arbitra- 


' 


| 


GAC) of renewal of his option with 
her by the required March 12 date. 
Cantor claimed his secretary had 


tion proceedings last week, remains | given the written notification to the 


with the show. 
ters not only upheld Cantor's claim 
that he had notified the singer of 
his renewal of his option, but the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 


ists has since stepped into the pic- | receipt from the singer by saying) 


ture to end Miss Shore's double com- 
mission payments to General Amuse- 
ment Corp. and NBC artists bureau. 
Relations between the comedian 
and the singer are once more on a 
friendly basis. They have exchanged 
various complimentary wires and 
telephone messages and each has 
told friends of holding no resent- 
ment against the other. Miss Shore 
will appear on the Cantor program 
tonight (Wednesday), after being 
absent last week because of an at- 
tack of laryngitis which also forced 
her out of the Paramount, N. Y., 
stageshow nearly three full days. 


: : . ‘ | 7 ’ age * . 
echo orice reve ome seers The Cliche Expert Testifies on Radio Promotion 
By JOSEPH CREAMER 
Promotion Director, WOR, New York 


and concludes when the Bristol- 
Myers series winds up for the sea- 
s0n with the June 25 broadcast. Can- 
tor says that when and if Bristol- 
Myers resumes with the series in the | 
fall, he will immediately pick up his 
contract with Miss Shore for the en- 
tire remaining 39 weeks it has to 
run. He also reveals that, now that 
he is no longer under any compul- 
sion in the matter, he will give her 
an outright ‘gift?’ of a substantial 
amount of money, with the idea that 
she would thus not have to pay any 
commission on the extra coin. In 
addition, he intends using her in a 
picture he plans making this sum- 
mer on the Coast. 
Double Commish 

Matter of Miss 
commissions came to AFRA’s atten- 
tion when her contract dispute with 
Cantor was aired. Union’s agency 
regulations are that regardless of 
how many agents share in any per- 
former’s commissions, the total pay- 
ments may not be more than 10%. 
As Miss Shore was paying 10% each 
to GAC and NBC, the union has 
ordered Cantor to pay her 90% of 
her $200-a-week salary and to turn 
the remaining 10% over to the 
AFRA. Miss Shore has also been 
notified of the order and instructed 
not to pay any additional coin to 
either agent. In addition, GAC and 
NBC are to pay back to Miss Shore 
all comrnissions in excess of the 10% 
total which they have collected from 
her since the AFRA agency code be- 
came effective, Nov. 15 last. 

GAC-NBC Will Split 


Disposition of future 10% 





com- 


missions will await settlement as to | 


how the coin should be split between 
GAC and NBC. If the two agencies 
are unable to agree on a sharing 
arrangement, 
that question before an American 
Arbitration Assn. panel. In the 
meantime, the money will be held in 
escrow by AFRA. 

Miss Shore’s contract with Chase & 
Sanborn, to fulfill which she sought 
to be released from the Cantor deal, 
but which was outlawed by the arbi- 
tration award, called for her to get 
$750 a week for the first 13 weeks, 
$1,000 a week for the second, $1,500 
for the third and $2,000 a week for 
the fourth 13-week period. Deal was 
set by GAC and J. Walter Thomp- 
son, agency on the coffee account. 

Three arbiters for the hearing 


were John Moses, agent, selected by | 


Cantor; A. Edward Moskowitz, at- 
torney, selected by GAC, and Henry 


Panel of three arbi- | 


singer March 11, the day before the 
deadline and the day the program 
‘came east. Miss Shore denied re- 
| ceiving it. 
plained his failure to obtain a signed 


| that his secretary had forgotten to do 

so in the confusion of rushing to 
‘leave the Coast. He repeatedly ex- 

pressed the opinion that Miss Shore's 

motives in the entire controversy 
| were sincere, but that she was being 
| badly advised. Miss Short said Mon- 
|day night (31) that she was eager 
'to be back on the Bristol-Myers pro- 
gram and that Cantor had been ex- 
| ceedingly helpful and kind to her 
| throughout their relationship. 


Cantor subsequently ex-| 





COMPETITIVE INGENUES 





Hill, 17, Tops More Experi- 
enced Radio Gals 





‘Home of the Brave,’ daytime 


| Serial at 2:45 p.m. on CBS for Calu- 
met-Swansdown (General Foods), 
switches April 21 to the 5:00-5:15 
spot on NBC red (WEAF). Product 
and agency (Young & Rubicam) re- 
main the same. Show is written by 
Pauline and Frederick Gilsdorf and 
directed by Henry Hull, Jr. Latter 
also handles ‘9:40 Shoppers’ Club’ 
over WOR, New York, for Macy’s 
department store. 

Sammie Hill, 17-year-old Memphis 
girl who had never before played a 
sizeable part on a network show, 
started this week in a new leading 
role on ‘Home of the Brave.’ She 
won the part in a competitive au- 
dition against about 70 regular in- 
genues of network radio circles. 
Only previous network appearances 
have been in small single parts on 
‘Schoo] of the Air’ and ‘Aunt Jenny’s 
Stories.’ She has appeared in sum- 
! mer stock, but never on Broadway. 





Fun in the Wax Works 





Ezra Stone and Lyn Murray, guesting on Alan Courtney's recorded 
program over WOV, New York, last Thursday (27) night, gave him 


a severe ribbing and the listeners a few raised eyebrows. 


Supposed 


to be interviewed briefly between records, the two guests took over 
the mike and kept Courtney from getting a word in. 

Pair started by telling the listeners that Courtney always broad- 
casts in a bathing suit, and, with that as a starter, they gave a long 
and hair-raising description of the record-player’s ghastly appear- 


ance and his irrational characteristics. 


Finally strolled out of the 


studio without ever tipping off that it was a gag, and leaving Courtney 
to try and straighten it out with his listeners. 

Stunt was unrehearsed, but Stone and Murray suddenly decided to 
dish out the rib after Courtney had several times asked them what 


they thought of recordings he had just played over the air. 


Since 


they couldn’t hear the records in the studio, they first maintained a 
complete silence whenever he asked them a question, giving the listen- 
ers the impression that Courtney’s statement about having them there 


was only a gag. 








Absorbine’s 10 Week 
Takeover of ‘True’ Quiz 


Absorbine, Jr., takes over the 
‘True or False’ quiz July 7 for 10 
weeks. 

J. B. Williams will resume on the 
program and in the Tuesday-NBC- 
Blue spot at the end of that period. 





Longview, Texas.—Edward Tait 
announcing at KFRO, replacing Ear] 
Guye, called into U. S. service. 


Shore’s double | 


AFRA will arbitrate | 








(Mr. Biddle is another outstanding example of W2B’s 
dominating coverage.) ’ 

Q. Mr: Biddle, you sound like a radio promotion man. 

A. I am, sir. 

Q. In that case, perhaps you could give us an idea 
of some of the clichés you people use in selling stations 
and networks to agency timebuyers and advertisers. 

A. I'd be glad to, and if you don’t mind my making 
a suggestion, I can see that you're not much of a cliché 
| expert yourself, sir. 

| Q. No? 

A. No. If you were, you’d have asked me to ‘pass 
along the latest information available.’ 

Q. That’s very kind of you, Mr. Biddle. Now, then, 

as a cliché expert, what does an audience survey do? 

A. It reveals. 

Q. What does it reveal? 

A. Conclusive evidence. 

Q. Of what? 

A. Station superiority, network popularity and lis- 
tener preference. 

AMAZING NEW FINDINGS 

Q. Nothing else, Mr. Biddle? 

A. Oh, yes. A survey also uncovers amazing new 
findings. 

Q. What are audience surveys usually called? 

A. Unbiased evidence. 


Q. And...? 
A. The latest and most accurate study of station 
audiences. 


Q. Tell me, Mr. Biddle, why is it that two stations in 
the same territory sometimes have—as you might ex- 
press it—the greatest audience available? 

A. Why, that’s very simple, sir. They use different 
| survey methods. 
| Q. Isee. This is very helpful. 
| <A. It is the same cooperation we offer all our spon- 
| sors, Mr. Glazer. 
| Q. Well, to continue. 





If you have a 15-minute open- 
ing for sale, what do you call it? 
| A, A peak listening period. 
Q. With a program...? 
| A. That has the makings of another ‘Information, 
| Please.’ 
Q. Conducted by...? 
A. Radio’s outstanding personality. 

Q. Who has...? 

A. Increased the sales of such big-name sponsors as— 
shall I name them, sir? 

Q. Not right now, Mr. Biddle. Time is short. To 
continue, then...Is audience mail important? 

A. Yes, very. It is offered as a further indication of 
| the station’s growth. 
Q. Does audience mail ever drop off? 

ALWAYS EXCEEDS LAST YEAR 

A. No. It always exceeds last year’s amazing re- 
sponse. 

Q. What does audience mail mean to sponsors? 

A. Continuing and increasing listener loyalty. 





Munroe Campbell, the impartial 
selectee of the American Arbitration | 
Assn. and approved by the parties to | 
the dispute. Moses, a talent and 
literary agent, is only slightly ac-| 
quainted with Cantor and had no! 
previous dealings with him. Mosko-| 
witz is attorney for Bobby Byrne 
and several other bands handled by | 
GAC. Campbell, a director of the 
AAA and chairman of its Detroit: 
arbitration committee, practices in| 
Detroit and Washington, most of his! 
cases being of an international char- | 
acter. He was completely unfamiliar 
with show business matters and was 
therefore regarded as an ideal choice | 
for the third member of the panel. 
Crux of the dispute was whether 
Cantor had notified Miss Shore (or! 


Q. What are a station’s or network’s sponsors? 

A. Radio’s greatest spenders, 

Q. Come, come, Mr. Biddle. 
your description to only that? 

A. Well, occasionally we call them — America’s 
shrewdest timebuyers, those with the biggest jobs to 
do, people who are blazing new trails to greater 
profits. 

Q. I imagine the last one is used very often. 

A. No, not a great deal, sir. Such phrases usually 
come from the typewriters of radio promotion men who 
are writing a novel or play on the side. They've got 
imagination. 

Q. What is a station’s coverage? 

A. Effective. 

How effective? 
INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE 
. Increasingly effective. 
. What happens to an artist’s mail? 
It hits an all-time high. 


Surely you don’t limit 


>oO> © 
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Q. What’s usually the status of a participating pro- 
gram? 

A. Sponsors are waiting 
opening. 

Q. Good. What are time sales usually doing? 

A. Soaring to new heights. 


in line for an available 





Q. Why? 

A. Oh, Mr. Glazer, surely you know the answer to 
that one. Why, even... 

Q. It is a question of getting it on the record, if you | 
don’t mind. Now, the answer, please! 

A. Well, because of the station’s competitive ad- | 
vantage. 

Q. What kind of competitive advantage? 

A. An unprecedented competitive advantage. 

Q. What does an announcement do? 

A. Pulls its head off. 

Q. How do listeners act when they go to see a pro- 
gram? 

A. They jam the studio, 

Q. And...? 

A. We turn them away in droves. 

Q. Besides listening to a network or station, what 
else do people do? 

A. They respond beyond all expectations. 


HIGHLY SATISFIED SPONSORS 


Q. What are sponsors? 

A. They are usually happy, highly-satisfied, rolling 
in coin, eager to demonstrate, astounded by results, 
vivid testimonials of radio’s effectiveness, 

. What does a station do most often? 

. It hits the bullseye. 

Why? 

. Because of its superior coverage. 

. What does a station usually offer? 

. Greater possibilities to increase your selling ef- 
fectiveness. 

Q. What happens when a sponsor goes on a network 
or station for the first time? 

A. He gets immediate results. 

Q. Never results within 10 days, three weeks, or a 
month? 

A. Oh, no, sir. That would be out of the question. 
A cliché expert using such a term would expose him- 
self to immediate ridicule. 

Q. What does a sponsor experience when he first uses 
radio? 

A. He is amazed at the listeners’ response to his offer. 

Q. What do his listeners do? 

A. They follow his program faithfully. 


Q. What does a station or network ad offer its 
readers? 


A. Further 
ested. 

Q. What is a radio buy—time or talent—usually 
called? 

A. The smartest buy per dollar. 

Q. Where does a sponsor usually receive network or 
station coverage? 

A. Where it counts. 

Q. Why? 

A. Because of the amazing response provoked by the 
station or network's wealth of low-cost, high-audience 


programs, f 
THE NEWEST PHRASE 


Q. What’s the smoath answer radio promotion men 
are making to their own question, ‘If you can afford 
redio...‘7 

A. “You can’t afford to be without it.’ Thought you’d 
trip me up on that one, didn’t you, Mr. Glazer? 

Q. Not exactly, Mr. Biddle, Just checking on how 
up-to-date you are. It’s a new cliché, you know. 

A. Yes. I predict a bright future for it. 

Q. Where is a station on the radio dial? 

A. Where most people dial most. 

Q. That will be all, Mr. Biddle. 
indebted, I assure you. 

A. Don’t mention it, Mr. Glazer. Our complete file ' 
of authentic radio facts are always at your disposal. 
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information on request to those inter- 


We are all deeply 





Shoe Stores 
Hoke Duchess 
For Air Trial 


Elaborate campaign to promote 
shoe stores has been set for nine 
radio stations, with other stations to 


be added if initial alignment works 
out as anticipated, by Emil Mogul 
Co., recently named to handle ad- 
vertising for National Shoe Stores, 
Original lineup takes in four New 
York-New Jersey stations, some in 
upstate N. Y. and others in New 
Jersey and Massachusetts. Campaign 
is attracting interest because it may 
open up a new avenue of revenue 
for radio broadcasters, since the pro- 
motion of shoe stores has not been 
a large field heretofore on the air. 

Shoe store promotion is built 
around ‘Duchess de Fluster,’ an ec- 
centric dowager, best known for her 
humorous yarns and social misad- 





| ventures. 


In New York City, the account is 
using WNEW, Martin Block’s ‘Make 


Believe Ballroom,’ three 15-minute 
programs weekly; WAAT, Paul 
Brenner's ‘Requestfully Yours,’ three 
15-minute programs weekly, plus 


spot announcements; WHN, Charles 
McCarthy, three 15-minute programs 
weekly plus three 15-minute news 
periods; WOV, 18 Italian transcribed 
spot announcements weekly. 


Other stations include WKNY, 
Kingston, N. Y.; WKIP. Poughkeep- 
sie, N. Y.; WTRY, Troy, N. Y.; WTNJ, 
Trenton, N. J., and WBRK, Pitts- 


field, Mass., all using spot announce- 
ments, 

Spot announcements will be 60- 
second discs using the Duchess de 
|Fluster character and a_ brief 


‘straight sell.’ 


CANCELS ‘SECOND WIFE’ 
ON CBS’ PACIFIC 


General Foods has cancelled the 
serial, ‘Second Wife’ on CBS’ west- 
coast network. It’s been on a five 
times a week schedule. , 

Food packer explained that th 
move was not, as reported, the pre- 
cursor to a general contraction on 
spot advertising but was rather 
mixed up with company plans for 
shifting money to other shows and 
products. 





‘Jim Moran (Prof . Buggs) 


Moves to Washington 


Jim Moran, a publicity man for 
Fred Waring and, under the name 
of ‘Prof. Briggs,’ a comedy broad- 
caster over WHOM, Jersey City, has 
taken a publicity job with Para- 
mount Pictures and will headquar- 
ter in Washington. His assignment 
will be special publicity and his 
territory will include Baltimore, 
Richmond, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. 

He hopes also to do some kind of 
a weekly comedy series on one of 
the Washington stations. 


Colgate-NBC Huddling 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is working 
with NBC on a major allotment of 
daytime and evening programs. 

The account currently has on CBS 
four daily quarter hours and two 
evening half hours. 
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Congressmen Divide on Party Lines 
Concernng Censorship’ Menace: 
Deny Mellet Rap of Fulton Lewis 








Washington, April 1. 

Permanent 
Roosevelt’s 

Reports (successor to the old Na- 

tional Emergency Council which | 

produced motion pictures and spon- 


| 


sored various radio programs) was | 


fought by House Republicans last! Dealer remarked it is an 


week on the ground the agency is | 


liable to censor or otherwise curb 
‘free radio.’ 


involved alleged threats by Lowell 


Much of the argument | 
| the Mutual spieler. 


Mellett, former Scripps-Howard edi- | 


tor now heading the O.G.R., 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., political com- 


to have | 
| the éffect of this kind of legislation 
mentator for Mutual, heaved off the | 


| fending Mellett, retorted that Lewis | 
status for President | was the only individual who did not 
Office of Government | commend President Roosevelt on the 


air. 

The Democrats—who put across | 
the bill, authorizing appropriations | 
up to $1,500,000 per year for the | 


agency—merely laughed at the Re- | 


publican charges. that 
and organized propaganda were in- 
herent in the legislation, while Rep. 
John J. Cochran of Missouri, a loyal 
Administration legman, repeated 
Mellett’s denial that Lewis ever was 
threatened. 

Critical remarks abcut Federal 
radio programs were made by Rep. 
Charles Halleck of Indiana, while 


| has been signed, sealed, and deliv- 


Rep. George H. Bender of Ohio, au- | 


thor of a minority report assailing 
the bill, voiced concern that cooper- 
ation between the O.G.R. 
FCC would impose a stringent 
On broadcasters. More alarm about 
possible New Deal restriction of ra- 
dio was reflected by Ham Fish of 
New York and John M. Vorys of 
Ohio. 

The simplicity with which the 
Federal Government can_ ‘control’ 
what is said over the air is well- 
known, Halleck commented, adding 
that past government program 
Sponsored by the N.E.C. and the 
O.G.R. were unquestionable propa- 
ganda and ‘brazenly political.’ 

Re: Fulton Lewis 


Later in the debate more specific 
accusations were bandied. Vorys 


and the} 
gag | 


censorship | 


| broadcasting operator, 


occasion when the Chief Executive 
denounced individuals for throwing 
vegetables at Wendell Willkie dur- 
ing the 1940 campaign. The New 
‘error’ to 
say Mellett would threaten anybody, 
adding the O.G.R. director denied 
ever making statements attributed to 


Strongest attack on the bill was 
made by Bender. ‘We can imagine 


and the prestige it would give te 
our new propaganda bureau upon 
radio,’ the Ohio Republican said. 
‘Under our laws, the FCC licenses 
broadcasters. Every year, a broad- 
casting company must receive a re- 
issue of its license, but it must first | 
show that its past operation has been 
in the public interest. No radio 
knowing full 
well that his license is subject to 
termination, is going to invite that 
kind of penalty by not opening his 
microphones to ‘official news’ which 





ered by the poSeNS & authority.’ 


Red Barber on Pathe 


Red Barber, “WOR- Mutual sports 
announcer, starts this week as com- 
mentator and consultant for sports 

wsreels and_ shorts for Pathe. 
When possible he will act as expert 
in the field, otherwise remaining in 


New York to do the screen com- | 
|mentary and be technical advisor. ; 
Clem McCarthy will continue to 
handle horse race films, however, | 
He will work with Joe Walsh, shorts | 
editor. } 

Barber’s principal assignment at 
WOR, New York, is describing the | 
baseball games of the Brooklyn | 


| Dodgers. 


declared that Mellett ‘cursed’ Lewis | 


and referred to ‘an admitted 
stance where Lowell Mellett threat- 
ened some commentator 
broadcast he did not like with ex- 
tinction in his job.’ Cochran, de- 


in- | 


whose 


Weed Repping KGGM 


KGGM, Albuquerque, N. M., has | 
appointed Weed & Co., of N. Y., as 
its national sales representative. 

Station is affiliated with CBS. 


NBC Vexed at Mike Jacobs’ Walkout | 


Admits Network Has No Contract-——Always Relied 


on Verbal Pledges 


Intimations have been made in the 
controversy between NBC, on one 
side, and Mike Jacobs, 
moter, the Mutual Network and Gil- 
lette Razor, on the other, over the 
broadcast rights to events controlled 
by Jacobs that the Government 
might be brought into the situation 
through the monopoly angle. NBC 
insists that it is going to take the 
issue to the courts, if necessary. The 
finger-pointing at monopoly involve 
the allegation that Jacobs through 
his contracts with Joe Louis and 


other ring champions is able to 
maintain absolute control over all 
the important prizefights in this 


country. It makes the first time that 
an angle of this sort has been raised 
in broadcasting. 

NBC last week wrote to Mutual 
and Gillette claiming that it had a 
verbal contract with Jacobs, as head 
of the 20th Century Sporting Club, 
and asked each to suggest a solution 
for the complication. Mutual coun- 
sel answered that it stood pat on the 
contract which Gillette had with 
Jacobs and which Mutual had with 
the razor manufacturer, that it would | 


not be a party to any compromise | 


deal and that if NBC wanted to go 
to court Mutual was ready to defend 
the action. NBC had pointed out 
that it entered into the verbal con- 
tract with Jacobs Feb. 11 of this 
year 


fight pro-| 


| Agency, 


looked obtaining a written contract 
since it had been accustomed to 
doing business with Jacobs on a 
word-for-word basis. 

shts promoted by Jacobs 


The fig 
have been on the NBC-Blue for 
the 


nast three years and 
Gillette affiliation with the bouts 
takes effect June 1. 
Other Razor Upset 
Mutual had some _ repe! 
vitl its own client inks a é 
resi of the sale to Gillette. Amer- 
an Ra , wi bankroll 4 se- 
es with Wy . Willia ms on Mutual, 


ned up because Mi itual hadn't 


got pul 


said anything to it about the avail- 
ability of the fight broadcasts. It 
was reported that American Razor's 


peeve was so deep that for a while 


it gave thought to dropping the 
Williams series at the end of the 
current 13-week cycle. Federal 


which handles the account, 
admitted yesterday (Tuesday) that 
the account had been somewhat up- 
but denied 


set about the incident 
Fthat it contemplated doing a re- 
prisal. 

Cost of the fight broadcasts for | 
the initial year will be close to | 


but admitted that it had over- | 


The rights figure $175,000, | 
32 hookups will entail 


$500,000. 
the time for 


another $290,000 and __ incidental 
charges will easily absorb the bal- 
ance. i 


| arrange to record an unlimited num- 


| $3.50 to $6.50. 


UPENG oT UDICG 10 
WAX BIZ RIVALG 


Associated Music Publishers 
Had Complained at FCC 
Hearings of Shutout — 
New Policy Sets Nominal 
Scale for Outsider's Re- 
cording of NBC Programs 





ACCEPTS CRITICISM 
eee 


NBC’s first concession growing out | 
of the data adduced by the Federal | 
Communications Commission's a 
nopoly hearing is the opening of its! 
studio lines to outside transcription | 





companies. Latter may now, with 
the payment of stipulated fees, 
record the programs of NBC net-| 
work clients. Lifting of the bars | 
applies to any NBC network origi- | 
nating point. 

During the course of the FCC 
hearings last year Associated Music 
Publishers, Inc., and other record- 


|ers protested against the NBC policy 
lof restricting the cutting 
| network 
|sidiary in 


of NBC} 
shows to NBC’s own sub-| 
the transcription field. | 
Outside companies now may not only 


'take the actual broadcast off the line 


at a per brodcast basis but they may | 


ber of either broadcasts or rehearsals 


| for period of 13 consecutive weeks at 
$50 per week per originating point. 
|The one 


time charges range from 
$2.50 for a 15-minute program to 
$5.50 for an hour’s show, with re-| 
cording rehearsals running from | 





= | 


LANTA ON | 
EASTERN TIME . 


Atlanta, April 1. 
Four local radio mills, WSB, 
| WGST, WATL, and WAGA, found 
themselves caught in a double 


dilemma last week when the Georgia | 


General Assembly passed bill put- 
ting whole state (incfuding this | 
burg) on Eastern time, vice Central, | 
just a few short days before fre- | 
quency change went into effect 


Passage of bill affected whole west- 
ern part of state. 

Joker in measure was that it be- | 
came effective the minute Gov. Gene | 
Talmadge put his signature to bill. | 
Everybody thought chief executive | 
would exercise his perogative and 
delay signing bill so business and 
citizenry could make plans to ad- 
just themselves to change.  Tal- 


} 


madge, however, crossed everybody 
up and signed measure as soon as it 
hit his desk. One minute state was 
) CS. al S « ( } 
in area affect eoretica ) ; 
in hot pel d ti 

Cor eC! ¢ 
R: a ! f 
YT cle ‘ sf ¢ if ' 
their scene ly ] A 
Si nal d iving time 
change occ - 

J. Leonard Reinsch, general man- 
ager of WSB, explained that it 
would be physicaH¥y impossible to 
change schedules that run 19% 
hours per day without an appor- 
tunity to make necessary schedule 
adjustments. 

‘With the frequency change and 
daylight saving time change com- 
ing up Apri] 27, the listeners would 
be utterly confused if we tried to 
change right now,’ said Reinsch. 
‘With no opportunity to prepare, it 
| is impossible for us to switch sud- 
denly to Eastern time. It involves | 


- ; p | 
a great deal more than just push- | 
ing up the clock an hour.’ 


Don lIoset, manager of WAGA: 
John Fulton. program director for 
WGST: and Jim Comer, manager at 
WATL, voiced similar sentiments. j 


| (Rinso). 


Its 


NBCS ‘MONOPOLY’ GESTURE 


+ 





Edward Weeks to 


Map ‘Objectives’ 


For Future Peabody Radio Awards: 


Last Minute 


The Poor Treasury 


Washington, April 1. 
The United States Treasury 
has funds for radio advertising of 
its new national defense stamps 
and bonds. But 300 radio sta- 
tions will deadhead free an- 
nouncements. 
Ex-broadcaster Vince Callahan 
is handling the radio drive for 
the fund-less funds-collectors. 








Additions Made 


+ ne 


| Edward Weeks, of Boston, editor 
of the Atlantic Monthly magazine, 
| was delegated on Saturday last (29) 
to draw up a ‘series of objectives’ to 
| guide the future annual radio awards 
| of the University of Georgia to be 
| made under the George Foster Pea- 
body bequest. This action was taken 
at a noonday meeting at the Commo- 
dore hotel, N. Y., of the Advisory 





‘BIG TOWN’ TO HAVE 
A HIATUS FILL-IN 


Only Ruthrauff & } & Ryan show that 


| Will definitely have a replacement 


during the summer is ‘Big Town 
This one goes off July 2 


for 13 weeks, but the fill-in program 
has yet to be selected. 

Agency won't know until late May 
which of its other shows will remain 
on during the summer and which 
will have 13-week fillers. 


Peabody Medal for WLW 
Carrying CBS Program 


Cincinnati, April 1. 

WLW, an NBC affiliate, 
CBS program Sunday (30) 
first time. Stanza was a 
of the 30-minute broadcast carried 
by CBS on the George Foster Pea- 
body Radio Awards presentation- 
dinner Saturday (29) night from the 


carried a 
for the 
recording 


} 
| Commodore hotel, New York. 


In carrying the program the Cros 
| ley 50,000-watter publicized ‘its re- 
| ceipt of a plaque for rendering ‘out- 
| standing meritorious public 
| Acceptance of the avsrd was made 
by James D. Shouse. 

Powel Crosley, Jr., also attended 

he presentation ceremony. 


service 


KFEL, Denver, is now on a 24- 
| hour schedule, started Friday, and 
new KMYR is promising the same 
when it goes on the air. 


| Board, during which the question of 
|modus operandi was thrashed out. 
| This year’s (the first) medal winners 
and honorary mentions were ana- 
lyzed and two added winners—Flmer 
Davis, as an individual news com- 
mentator, and ‘America’s Town Meet- 
ing of the Air’ as a forum—were 
| voted. These latter awards were put 
through within six hours of the cere- 
monial banquet and broadcast Sat- 
| urday night from the Commodore. 
| Peabody awards should be, the Ad- 
visory Board thought. confined to not 
more than four annual medals and 
four honorable mentions. It was also 
suggested that artificia] distinctions 


in categories should be avoided and 
that recognition of individuals and 
programs, as such, mivht well be 
added. A more active function for 
the Advisory Board was envisaged 
in future years. 


Board was apparently 
n clined to feel that methods for 
iftin ig essentials from non-essentials 
in the presentations made by radio 
stations was one of the difficulties of 
judgement. 

‘Town Hall’ award 
the name of WJZ, New York. The 
medal-winners for the first year 
were CBS (network) WLW, Cincin- 
nati (clear channel) WGAR, Cleve- 

(regional) and KFRU, Colum- 
Mo. (local). 


Campfire Girl Joe 


Advisory 


was given in 


land 
bia, 


Cincinnati, April 1. 
Campfire Girls of America last 
week elected Joseph Ries, director 
of WLW-WSAI public service pro- 
grams, an honorary member. 


He’s flustered. 


Columbia Pays $2.91 a Share 


Phonograph 
Durin 


Subsidiary 


Climbed Into Black 


g 1940 


Net profit of Columbia Broad-, in cash dividends during 1949 or $2 
asting System in 1940 was $5,006,-| per share, the $1,574,079 in undis- 
633, equal to $2.91 per share, or ap-| tributed profits being added to sur- 
proximately $200,000 more than the | plus. Columbia Broadcasting wed 
net earnings of $4,806,000 ($2.80 per | earned surplus of $10,502,414 at the 
share) estimated in the company’s end of the year, Dec. 28, 1940, as 
preliminary report made last Feb. 5 | ed with $8,729,015 at the close 
The ce fied ea ng r nts 1939 
toe eI tnis eek Ke € CBS tate ent ) i 
to e sa t B t M I op- 
per are ($2.91) a 1939 ( 1940 it e 
col how i ~ B, [ the b leastit dus- 
net the a suitable e of 
rt p é nt 1 t p her than that cont by 
( I \oint { he 
n for fe 41 taxes and a if 1 stock held ] Ne 
endant minor adjustment resultin é and operat»! of broadcasting 
from recalculation of excess profit tations in U. S., with the invest- 
taxes for the year in accordance with | ment of CBS listed as representing 
the amendment to the Second Rev- approximately 9% of the total num- 
enue Act of 1940 made effective on | ber of shares, which were acquired 
March 7 this year. oth gross in- for $32,285, being included as a sun- 
come of $50,912,063 wit profit before dee investment in the balance sheet. 
providing for federal incdme and ex- | Report showed CBS to be conting- 
cess profits taxes, $7,431,633, in- ently liable on Dec. 28 to Edward B. 
creased by 20° over the 1939 figures, ! Marks Music Corp. for $400,000 un- 
which were $42,845,393 and $6.128.- | der a guaranty of a portion of cer- 
685, respectively. Provision for fed- | tain serial payments to be made by 
eral taxes rose about $1,300,000 or BMI during the years 1942 to * 45 
115%, over 1939, going from $1.127,- inclusive. These payments arise out 
157 in that year to $2,425,000 in 1940. of the acquisition by BMI of per- 
formance rights to music held by 
Records: Profitable |Marks. Of the total sum so guare- 
Columbia Recording Corp.. which anteed by Columbia, broadcasting 
reported a loss in 1939, showed a stations affiliated with the Colum- 
small profit from operations which bia network in turn have assumed 
are contained in consolidated figures | proportionate responsibility for $140,- 
for both years. CBS paid $3,432,554 | 000. 
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POLITICAL FIGHT ON ‘MONOPOLY’ REFORMS 
WITH DAILIES ON AIR SIDE MAY ARISE 


h rectly described when presented by | 


Washington Sees Open Struggle Likely Althoug 


Industry Hears President Roosevelt May Not Be 
Fully Aware of Sense of Campaign 


- te 


Washington, April 1. 
Slam-bang, many-sided, political 
fight with radio and the press join- 
ing forces in an all-out effort to pre- 
serve their freedom is indicated as a 


consequence of Federal Communica- | 


tions Commission ‘earthquake plan’ 
to assume sweeping control over the 
detail, structure and operations of 
the broadcasting industry and to 
prohibit newspaper ownership of 
transmitters. Issue is crystallizing as 
the result of recent developments on 
the anti-monopoly front. 


Political connections of both news- 
paper publishers and broadcasters 
will be at a premium if the FCC goes 
ahead in accordance with its de- 
termination to force drastic reforms 
outlawing multiple ownership and 
Other elements of status quo. 


The situation is not only more 
acuie now than ever before but 
more complicated, with the outcome 
hard to predict beyond the certainty 
that a bitter-end fight now looks un- 
avoidable. Apparently the self- 
preservation instincts of radio and 
the press will result in submergence 
of inter-industry jealousies, but the 
issues are drawn in such a way that 
many politicians will have hard 
times making up their minds on 
which side they stand. 


Legal Guarantees No 
Longer Are Reliable 


The attitude of most Washington 
observers is that the time has passed 
when either radio or the press can 
place any real faith in the legal guar- 
antees that Federal authorities ‘can’t 
do that to us.’ With the FCC re- 
garded as far along the road to un- 
restricted control over broadcasting, 
defenders of free enterprise will 
have to carry their case to the people 
and embark on a tough job of re- 
‘cruiting support in Congress. B 
and large, radio seems to have the 
edge, although it will have to count 
on the publishers a great deal be- 
cause of the principle that broad- 
casters cannot employ their own fa- 
cilities for any personal interest or 
to take sides in any controversy. 

Threat to ban newspapers from the 
radio field has crystallized the situa- 
tion and looks likely to accomplish 
what broadcasters have been vainly 
seeking for months—support of the 
press in their fight against FCC en- 
croachments on their independence. 

Joining of forces will put a good 
number of Congressmen over a bar- 
rel. Individual selfish considerations 
must not be overlooked, as in the 
case of Senators or Representatives 
who were elected over the opposi- 
tion of potent newspapers in their 
states or districts but who enjoyed 
the friendship of station-owners back 
home. 


Newspapers Not Entirely 


, their estimation, should not be mixed 
up with radio monopoly; the pub- 
lishers ought not go whole hog in 


| 


defending the practices of the net-, 


works, for instance. But on the 
whole it now looks as if the National 
Association of Broadcasters, having 
decided to take up the cudgels in the 
industry’s conflict with the FCC, can 
‘form some sort of an alliance with 
the American Newspaper Publishers 
Association. 

There still is considerable bewil- 
derment about the true significance 
of the FCC order for a ‘study’ of the 
question whether newspaper owner- 
ship harmonizes with public inter- 
est. Particular speculation involves 





‘the attitude of Commissioner George | 


Henry Payne, a former editor and 


nominal Republican who in the last | 


‘two or three years has been an en- | 


| thusiastic New Deal follower and re- 
|former. Payne’s joining up with 
| Chairman James L. Fly and Com- 
missioner Fred I. Thompson to bring 
}about adoption of the investigation 
|order does not fit completely with 
his former statements and indications 
of his feeling about the validity of 
any outright ban against a particular 
class of applicants. 

Just how far anybody at the White 
House influenced the adoption of the 
order is a subject of dispute. 
story—denied emphatically—is that 
Stephen T. Early, the President’s 
press secretary, turned the heat on 
both Payne and Thompson—who had 
refused to go along on the proposi- 
tion when Fly first brought it up. 
From all indications, they were led 
'to believe that the White House 
wanted the investigation—which was 
ordered right on the heels of a visit 
ito the President by Fly. 
i this, reports persist that the Presi- 
'dent asked Fly to slow down the 
monopoly report, for fear of antagon- 
izing radio at a time when the Ad- 
'ministration is in vital need of 


|everybody’s cooperation in winning | 
| public support for the national de- | 


|fense program and foreign policies. 


It’s All Pretty Murky; 
| Action May Come April 1 


| The future of the monopoly report 
/is another topic of lively conjecture. 
| And equally uncertain. 
;Commish is said to have set April 


15 as the newest deadline for turning | 


| out the final set of findings based on 
|the long hearings, there are signs 
| that pressure has eased. No meet- 
| ive was held last week, for instance, 
|to discuss the contents of the draft 
| submitted by the law department. 
The version authored by new legal 
advisors is described as vastiy differ- 


ent from the document turned ‘n by | 
| the special committee composed of | 


\the late Col. Thad H. Brown 


| and Commissioners Thompson and 
| Walker, being far more stern in tone 
| and drastic in effect. 


Cordial to Full Union| Adding to the apprehension and 


Among the newspaper owners of 
radio stations, there is some feeling 
that the alliance should not go too 
far. The press-ownership issue, in 





|confusion is the disclosure that the 
newspaper ownership investigation 
order was either ‘edited’ after its 
l}adoption by a 3 to 2 vote or incor- 








Socialist Discs Modi 








Some Stations Thought Norman Thomas’ Talks Were curred, there were local commer-| 


Uncomfortably Extreme 


Sponsored disc series with Nor- 
man Thomas, head of the American 
Socialist Party, ran into a tempo- 
rary snag last week when several 
stations objected to some of the 
statements contained in the conti- 
nuity for last Sunday’s (30) pro- 
gram. .Ben Fisher, of the N. Y. Call, 
who handles the series for Thomas, 
readily agreed to eliminate the Ob- 
jectionable parts and the transcrip- 
tions were cleared as scheduled. The 
Sunday series is carried over 33 sta- 
tions. 

Under the arrangement prevailing 


| stations Thomas’ speech must be sub- 
| mitted a week in advance. Thomas 
| does his cutting on the Wednesigy 
| before the airing date. Last Sun- 
| day’s was the third of the series. 
|The time is paid for by local 
| branches of the party. 

When the offer of the series first 
came up quite a number of sta- 
| tions relayed the proposition to the 


with the request that the association 
advise them whether the proposed 
series came within the purview of 
the article on sponsored talks on con- 





between Fisher and the scheduled 


troversial subjects in the NAB code. 


| National Association of Broadcasters | 


One | 


Against | 


Though the | 


. 
' was rather involved, but in general, 
e 0 ee lla S it resulted from the fact that P. & G. 





its sponsors. Certain members of the 


Commission understeod the _ pro- 
posal was double-barreled and the 
|study would relate to multiple 
| ownership as well as newspaper 
‘ownership. When it came out, it 
referred only to the newspaper 
question. There also was some be- 


Many Shortages Developing 





Hollywood, April 1. 


Scarcity of aluminum, necessary in the making of cellulose acetate 
platters, has Pacific Coast transcription outfits and network wax works 
worried lest the supply be cut off altogether due to the consuming 


demand of factories filling defense orders. 


Importance of the metal 


is pointed up by the fact that most major stations use around 300 


mostly aluminum. 
duraluminum, brass, copper and 


quencies. 





lief that the inquiry would deal only 
with the matter of whether the Com- 
munications Act gives the Commis- 
| sion authority to lay down hard-and- 


acetates a month. Each disc weighs normally three-fourths of a pound, 


Stations are feeling the pinch of other necessary products, such as 


sheet metal. Shortage of quartz 


crystals also was noted when stations switched over to their new fre- 
Getting delivery on any of these commodities also is a 
problem as priority numbers are issued so as not to interfere with the 
smooth flow te the defense centers. 








immaiono sawn means: Ag Ratween Two Equally Competent 
Bids, Newspaper One Is Denied 


papers to have radio interests or 
limiting the number of outlets any 
individual or corporation may con- 
trol; instead, the study goes to the 
| desirability, from standpoint of pub- | 
lic welfare, of allowing or outlawing 
newspaper ownership. 

There is considerable suspicion | 
that President Roosevelt is not 
wholly aware of what is going on 
inside the ECC, although broadcast- 
ers have made efforts to acquaint 
him with conditions. Some persons 
who have discussed policy matters —t 
the White House are entirely unable 
to reconcile the views he reflected 
with actions taken or principles 
established by the Commish as- | 
sertedly in conformity with te) 
President’s wishes. 


\ 


W.J. KRETSINGER SUES 


| ON DAMEREL CHILD 


| Elizabeth, N. J., April 1. 

William Jean Kretsinger, former | 
radio singer and now in the broad- 
casting business in Alaska, has filed 
suit in the local Chancery court og 
obtain the custody of his four-year- 
old son from Mrs. Myrtle Vail Lam- 
bert, of the team of ‘Myrt and Marg.’ 
|Kretsinger charges that late Donna 
Damerel, the original Myrt of the 
,act, and mother of the boy, had been 
a party with her mother, Mrs. Lam- 
bert, to an alleged conspiracy and 
| fraud which. resulted in the former 
| getting a divorce from him in 1939. 
Miss Damerel, who was married for 
the third time, died last February 
in childbirth. 

Kretsinger bases his claim of fraud 
on the allegation that during the di- 
vorce proceedings she testified that 

















PETER GRANT’S DEFERMENT 


WLW Newscaster Seen As Soother 
of Public—I._ His Air Talks 








Cincinnati, April 1. 

First radio man here to receive 
temporary occupational deferment 
for selective service is Peter Grant, 
chief announcer and newscaster for 
WLW and WSAI. His draft board 
granted the stay tor six months, 
maximum single deferment period, 
on the regulation which applies to 
‘men in occupations contributing to 
the national health, safety, and in- 
terest. 

Grant’s deferment received more 
than ordinary attention from the 
dailies, 
his draft board. Nelson Cohen, sec- 
retary of the board, said ‘it was a 
perfectly routine matter. We de- 
ferred him the same as we have 
many other 
tions.’ 

Alfred Segal, human interest col- 


umnist on the Post, favors Grant’s | 


deferment and has made several 
comments on it. He classes Grant’s 
newscasts as valuable comforters of 
the public mind, 
‘that certainly means the world 
hasn’t yet come to its end.’ 

Grant, whose real name is Melvin 


He joined WLW in 1933, coming 
from KMOX in his native St. Louis. 





CBS’ Deferment Problem 
Detroit,- April 1. 
CBS’ sales promotion director in 





she lived in New Jersey, whereas 
| her actual residence was New York, | 
that he deserted his wife and son in | 
July, 1937, whereas he did not leave 
until the following February and | 
that was to earn his living in Cali- | 
fornia, and that he never made an | 
effort to coritribute to the support of | 
the boy, which Kretsinger states is | 
not true, 


The Pure 0’Neills 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
Procter & Gamble’s special local 
| setup for its NBC red daytime .erial, 
i‘The O’Neills,’ heard locally over 
KYW, resulted in a curious mixup 
last week when a couple of plug-ins 
| were mis-timed by a few split sec- 
onds. With the transmitter being 
| switched back and forth between the 











‘regular network wire and the local | 


| mike, what came across the air was 


aig 
a hodge-podge of dramatic introduc- | Edward McHugh, NBC’s Gospel | 


tion and commercial blurb. ‘They’re | 
;pure—the O’Neills,’ the listeners 
| heard, just as though anyone ever 
| suspected anything else. 

Exact explanation of the faux pas 


| us€s a local transcription commercial 
|for the program over KYW. So 
| when the mis-timed plug-ins oc- 


cials, network commercials and dra- 
matic lead-ins all jumbled up. Some 
of the boys in the studio were in 
hysterics. 


WBIR Using MBS Delay 


Knoxville, Tenn., April 1. 

Five of Mutual’s dramatic~.shows 
are being recorded daily by WBIR, 
new station here, for airing at more 
advantageous times of day. Outlet 
has also signed 20 co-operative spon- 
sors for a ‘Your Home and Mine’ 
program, featuring stories “on the 
‘Romance of Furniture.’ 

WBIR has signed a license agree- 
ment with ASCAP, the only Knox- 
ville station to do so since the N.A.B. 





New York, Victor Ratner, is in a bit 


| of a quandary as the result of the de- 


ferment granted by the local draft 
board to Tom Fry, 
troit promotional man. When Fry’s 
number came up in January he sub- 
mitted his notice to Ratner and the 
latter anticipated Fry’s induction by 
hiring Ernest Anderson’ and send- 
ing him out to Detroit. - Ratner 
figured that Anderson could make 
geod use of the interval under Fry’s 
tutelage. 

When Fry appeared before the 
draft board last week it was decided 
| to put off his induction indefinitely 
because he had in the meantime 
| gotten married. Fry made all prepa- 
| rations to go to camp and his bride 
| had agreed to take up residence in 
| some town near the camp. The board 
| ruled that by his marriage Fry had 
|made himself ineligible for im- 
| mediate duty. 
Anderson was formerly assistant 
| promotion manager of True Story. 





Singer, skedded to become U. S. 
citizen next month in Bridgeport, 
| Conn. He’s a native of Scotland. 





including statements from | 


men of many occupa | 


carrying a ring | 


Meredith Maginn, is 34 and single. | 


the network’s De- | 


| Washington, April 1. 

Newspaper connections were given 
again this week as prospective rea- 
|sons for FCC denial of one of two 
| competing applications for the right 
|to build a daytime plant in Jackson- 
ville, Ill., although the duet about 
to be blackballed boasted nearly 
five times the financial backing of 
the three-man partnership upon 
which the regulators smiled. 


‘Proposed findings’ were based on 
the Commission’s desire for more 
competition. While each group is 
‘equally qualified, the Commish said 
it feels ‘all circumstances and facts 
considered’ the public welfare will 
be advanced more by bringing in a 
rival for the journalistic monopoly 
on the town. The nod' was given 
a trio comprising Hobart Stephen- 
|son, an instructor at Illinois State 
|School for the Blind; Milton Edge, 
chain grocery manager; and Edgar 
J. Korsmeyer, power company credit 
manager. 


The recital of facts showed the 
Stephenson-Edge-Korsmeyer _ outfit 
has net worth of $63,000 and pro- 
| pose to sink $8,500 in the plant. On 
| the other hand, a partnership con- 
sisting of Helen L. Walton, widow 
owning 48142% of the stock in the 
Jacksonville Journal Courier Co., 
and Walter Bellatti, her attorney, 
can put $300,000 on the line and plan 
to put up a transmitter costing 
$14,600. Both planned about the 
same kind of service, promising to 
| take adequate care of public serv- 
| ice requirements, 


| In suggesting the Stephenson- 
Edge-Korsmeyer plea should be fav- 


|ored, the regulators remarked that 





| construction of their station will pro- 
| vide ‘a medium for the dissemina- 
tion of news and information to the 
public which will be independent of 
|and afford a degree of competition 
to other such media in that area.’ 


| Goodkind, Joice, Morgan 
Show Cops an Award 


Chicago, April 1. 

Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency 
here came up the winner of the 
award by the Chicago Federated Ad- 
vertising Club for the ‘best local pro- 
gram’ with its entry of the Music 
Lovers Program on WCFL for Serv- 
ice Drug Stores. This is a full hour 
of recorded classical and semi-classi- 
cal music each night, with comments 
by Martin Jacobsen. 

G.J.& M. agency also was up in the 
listing with another program, Celeb- 
| rity Circle, an interview show which 
| has brought to the mike at WBBM 


| 


b- biggest names in all lines of en- 








deavor. 





a Move to Shorten the Gab Count 





Fred Weber Wants Only 


a Musical Show Ahead of 


Friday Blow-by-Blow 





First move made by the Mutual 
Network to get away from its pres- 
ent plethora of talk was an order 
issued by Fred Weber, general man- 


ager, last week to salesmen that 
nothing but a musical program will 
be acceptable for the spot preced- 
ing the Friday night fight broadcasts. 
As Mutual's Friday night schedule 
now stands ‘I Want a Divorce’ runs 
from 9:30 to 10 o’clock and the pre- 
= half hour is also taken up by 
talk, 


So that the time after 10 o’clock 








break, 


v. il be clear for the fight broadcasts 


Raymond Gram Swing’s comment 
for General Cigar will be shifted 
from Friday to Thursday night. He’s 
also on for that account Mondays. 





U. P. BY-PRODUCT 
Longview, Texas, April 1. 
Station KFRO after using a series 
‘of transcriptions prepared by the 
United Press in connection with its 
news service, is using the same discs 
before civic clubs of the city. 
Women’s clubs particularly inter- 
| ested, 
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 -First Award of 
THE PEABODY MEDAL 


presented to the 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





For Outstanding Meritorious Public Service 





“_.. for regarding its schedule as a curriculum for adults and children... 
for covering adequately the significant news of the year... for promoting 
Pan-American unity and understanding through its School of the Air... 
for aiding education with special school-room services and such programs 
as Invitation to Learning, The Human Adventure, Report to the Nation, 


The People’s Platform and Columbia’s Country Journal...for giving 





religion a major place in its public service activities...and for its manifold 


. . . . . 7 } 
and continuous interest in serious music and other cultural subjects.’ 








Naturally we’re proud that CBS is the first-network to be honored by the 
University of Georgia with the George Foster Peabody Award—radio’s own 
“Pulitzer Prize”—for “outstanding meritorious public service.” We are espe- 
cially happy that this award comes to CBS for its complete program structure—a 


harmoniously integrated unit designed in the interests of the American people. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
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3-2 VOTE BREAKS CLEAR CHANNEL POLICY 
CASE; CRAVEN’S OBJECTION 


anmanaaiands + 


IN KOA-WHDH 


; ; | 
Washington Foresees Precedent as Ominous for) 


WCCO, Minneapolis ( 


ship to City-Owned WNYC, New York 


Washington, April 1. 
Disregarding all protests and criti- 


cism of its philosophy the Federal | 


Communications Commission has 
confirmed its original position and 
has granted WHDH, Boston, full 
time on 850 kilocycles of which KOA, 
Denver, has been the dominant sta- 
This is the issue of a break- 
down of the clear channel principle 
in a I-A situation which aroused the 


tion. 


big stations of America into an acute | 


sense of imminent danger last De- 
cember. 
ter, with 
staining. 

The text of the majority and dis- 
senting opinions was held up, as 
Commissioners T. A. M. Craven and 
Norman S. Case—who refused to go 
along—demanded time to strengthen 
the proposed protest which they 
handed out not long ago in a futile 
attempt to restrain their colleagues 
from revising rules in adversary 
proceedings where all interested 
parties could not be heard. 


Breakdown of one of the 25 bands 
listed as ‘clear’ under the Havana 
Treaty was effected by an actual 
minority of the regulatory agency. 
Only Commissioners Paul A. Walker, 
Fred I. Thompson, and George Henry 
Payne were in favor of the idea, 
since Chairman James L. Fly and 
Commissioner Ray C. Wakefield, the 
hewcomer, did not vote. 

The proposal carried out last week 


two of its members ab- 


drew severe condemnation from the | 


networks and the clear-channel op- 
erators, with NBC particularly up- 
set by prospective limitation on the 
KOA service area. After being de- 
nied the right to present evidence, 
both NBC and the clear-channelites 
finally were dragged in for oral ar- 
gument with ‘amicus curiae’ status 
and registered terrific opposition to 
the method by which the Commish 
proposed to rewrite its own regu- 
lations. 
One Consolation 

Violent splits between the 

Commish factions came into public 


FCC voted 3-2 in the mat- | 


CBS), in Similar Relation- 


| gaze when the proposed decision | 
| was issued. Argument in justifica- 
, tion of the reclassification was that 
|the amount of damage to KOA by 
| interference would be far less th:n 
|the benefits to WHDH listeners in 
'the New England area. But Case | 
land Craven directly challenged this, | 
| emphasizing that Boston already has 
/a multitude of outlets while a large 
| part of the radio desert is dependent 
almost entirely on KOA for any 
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Sporting Blood 

Augusta, Ga., April 1. 
contribution to the 
gag is John 


WGAC's 
man-on-the-street 
Watkins who invites passersby 
to stomp him with questions, 
riddles, etc. Watkins doubles as 
program director. 

Show is. sponsored thrice 
weekly by Valley Coaches, Inc., 
operator of buses. 








‘Andrew Ring, 12 Years 


An FCC Engineer Wiz, 





kind of service and noting that per- 
sons in the secondary area should | 
have a choice of signals because of | 
| fading, interference, ete. | 
| Whether the fight can be carried | 
|further is dubious. Since the clear- | 
|channelites and NBC were not re- 
|spondents in the initial proceeding, 
, they are handicapped in attempting 
ito seek a review by the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals. Law- 
yers are scratching their heads in 
trying to find some method of bring- 
|ing the dispute before the judiciary, 
but have their fingers crossed. 

In some quarters, the action is not 
|deemed as serious now as it would 
| have been if taken considerably be- 


|fore the North American Regional | 


| Agreement went into effect. From 
la strictly legal point of view, the 
|U. S. has complete freedom to class- 
lify its channels any way it wants. 
|If this ribbon had been broken down 
| before the pact went into operation, 
|other nations would have been jus- 
| tified in squatting there; now the 
| stripe is reserved for sole U. S. use, 
although the Commish has taken it 
out of the group set aside for night- 


}time occupancy by only one trans- | 


| mitter. 

Granting of the WHDH plea fore- 
| bodes rough going for WCCO, Min- 
|neapolis, in its attempt to keep | 
WNYC, New York, from getting the | 
right to operate nights. With Mayor 
| LaGuardia threatening to get Con- 
| gress to do something unless the 





|Commish loosens up with operating | 


| privileges on the 830 kc stripe and 
| the precedent established in taking 
|away KOA’s after-dark monopoly, 


|lumbia outlet now. 


inames most frequently heard 


Now in Private Practice 





Washington, April 1. 

After nearly 12 years on the job, 
Andrew D. Ring, assistant chief en- 
gineer of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, quit the Govern- 
ment payroll Saturday (29) to go into 
private consulting practice in part- 
nership with Ralph Parks, one of his 
assistants for several years. 


Ring’s retirement coincided with 
effectiveness of the North American 
Regional Agreement, on which he 
has been almost exclusively engaged 
for months working out details of the 
reallocation of U. S. stations. 

He has been on the verge of quit- 
ting for a long period, but was in- 
duced to see through the worrisome 


domestic transmitters to their new 
| berths 
Originally joining the old Federal 





|Radio Commissicn with rating of 
|senior engineer in July, 1929, Ring 
|has been conspicuous in every 


| major technical problem relating to 
broadcasting during the last decade. 
| Three individuals have been men- 
tioned as possible successors, with 


George P. Adair, who has served as | 


|Ring’s first assistant and been in 
Government service since the early 
30’s, considered most likely. Other 
are 
| Philip Siling and George Sterling. 





William F. Shea, of The Hartford 
| Times, is substitu‘ing for Cedric Fos- 
iter on news-comment broadcasts 
| from WTHT (the paper’s station) 


two | odds are very much against the Co-| over Mutual, during Foster’s vaca- 


‘tion in Bermuda. 





business of shifting two-thirds of the | 


G. W. Johnstone, radio director of the Democratic National Committee, 
|planed from New York last week to join the Presidential party cruising 
in southern waters. ...John Gibbs to Chicago last weekend....Lyn Murray, 
a Columbia contract artist, gets billing in the NBC weekly program sheets 
for his temporary musical direction of the ‘Aldrich Family’ show. 
| Thomas D. Connolly, director of program promotion for CBS, partici- 
| pated in a forum sponsored by the New England Glass Assn. last week in 
| Boston....Marcus & Co., jewelers, sponsoring Lisa Sergio’s Wednesday 
|program on WQXR....Emanuel Vardi, violist of the NBC Symphony 
| and believed to be the violist to give a recital in 
several generations, did a solo last night (Tuesday) on Frank Black's 
‘American Music Series’ and on WNYC’s ‘Music at Twilight’ series Mon- 
day evening (31)....Rubinoff, currently on a concert tour, has blue- 
printed three new program ideas, which his agent-brother Phil Rubinoft 
submitting for sponsorship. 
Henry Jaffe, AFRA attorney, to Chicago on business last weekend..., 
Nelson Case quarantined with German measles....Ted Pearson subbing 
for him on the ‘Kate Hopkins’ show....‘Vic and Sade’ being repeated on 


only solo 





to 
| 


| 
| 
! 
| 


WOR via off-the-line recording, instead of former live repeat on WJZ- 
NBC....first show is on WEAF-NBC....Dr. Henry Lee Smith was ill last 
week, so WOR-Mutual had to cancel his ‘Where Are You From?’ program, 

Film schedule for all Loew houses in metropolitan New York being 
aired nightly on WHN....Johannes Steel has third spot on WOR—Sat- 
urday nights....Compton agency placing radio spot, newspaper, trade 
paper and billboard campaign for Krueger beer....‘Invitation to Learn- 
ing’ on CBS moving up next from 10:15 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesdays....Bob 
Hawk's tour with ‘Take It or Leave It’ to hit Kansas City, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland (Ore, Seattle, Denver, Minneapolis, Indian- 
apolis, Louisville and Chicago on successive weeks....Theodore Granik to 
Coast for vacation, with Ernest Lindley, Washington newspaper man, 
subbing for two weeks on ‘American Forum of the Air.’ 


Eugene King replacing Tom Slater on WOR announcing staff....Slater 
j}has been upped to become co-ordinator of sports and special events.... 
; Coca-Cola show goes to 45 minutes this week....Red Barber back from 
Havana....Al Helfer on leave of absence for duration of baseball season 
....-Dick Pack, of WOR publicity staff, has just had three scripts ‘accepted 
'by William Kozlenko’s ‘Anthology of Radio Plays’....Campbell’s soup 
| has renewed options on ‘Amos 'n’ Andy,’ Fletcher Wiley, Lanny Ross and 
|‘Martha Webster,” all on CBS....‘Campbell Playhouse’ will probably 
| continue Friday nights through summer, but with semi-name policy. 

Wynn Murray returns to the Fred Allen program (CBS) tonight 
| (Wednesday), replacing the Four Martins. She will be on an indefinite 
| arrangement... .J. Walter Thompson agency still scouting around for a 
| girl singer to join the Chase & Sanborn Coffee show....Peggy Stone, of 
} International Radio Sales, on a cruise to Panama by a United Fruit boat, 
| accompanied by her sister. Will be gone three weeks. 


| Herb Pettey, of WHN, in Washington last week chumming around at 
|} FCC....that was his WHN house orchestra doing concerts on platform in 





| Times Square last week for Greek Relief can-shakers....Bob Patt, on 
| WHN, may be a June bride of the draft board....Goodman Ace and Jane 
| back from Florida....In addition to their new home at Manhasset, L. L, 


Polly and Ed East have an even newer, farm in Dutchess county.... 

| WOR'’s FM station, W7INY, began regular operation yesterday (Tues- 
|day)...‘Play Broadcast’ moves from Monday to Friday nights on WOR- 
| Mutual...Hinda Barnett, violinist, and Adolf Baller, pianist, start series 
of Sunday night recitals over WQXR next week (6)...Meeting of FM 
| broadcasters will be held today (Wednesday) at the Roosevelt hotel, 
N. Y...‘Freedom Under Fire,’ true stories of struggles by Nazi-dominated 
| people of Europe, will be aired Friday nights by WEVD, starting this 





| week (4) with Dr. Raoul Aglion, former member of the French legation 
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Georgia. 


obligation 


for Meritorious Serwice te Agriculture’ 


HE George Foster Peabody Awards 
Committee has cited WLS, Chicago, for 
its “meritorious service to agriculture.” 
We are proud of this citation from the Henry 


W. Grady School of Journalism, University of 


America . . . and our deepest concern is to 


maintain this program of constructive service 


culture. 





THE PRAIRIE FARMER STATION 
(Chicago) Glenn Snyder, Manager 


Burridge D. Butler, President 


WLS has always recognized its 


to the rural areas of Mid-West 








in Cairo, and Donald MacAfee, former A.E.F. vet who fought with the 
French against the Nazis in 1940...WNYC offering complete recorded 
performances of operas Saturdays at 1:45 p.m. 

May Sherman, formerly at WNEW as secretary, has joined Feiner, Fur- 
man & Rédberts general ad agency on Broadway....she’s been in radio 
publicity and band booking work recently....Spencer Bentley on Muriel 
Angelus’ song-dramatic program last Saturday night over NBC. 


IN HOLLYWOOD . ; 


Ross Metzger checking over the list of availables (and it’s plenty long) 
for a Ruthrauff & Ryan Chicago variety show....Richfield Reporters 
John Wald and Don Forbes, and their editor, Wayne Miller, on another 
Coast tour for their oil sponsors. Buddy Twiss handles their newscast for 
the four Arizona stations....Marie Caudel leaving NBC’s guest relations 
staff for a berth with the war department in Washington....Kate Smith 
subs for Hedda Hopper on her April 2 Sunkist broadcast so columnist- 
commentator can go to Washington for the National Women’s Press Club 
banquet....L. T. Crossley switched to the William Esty staff here from 
New York....NBC started Marguerite Harrison on a sustaining series. 
She’s the onetime AP foreign correspondent and will dish out the femme 
slant on world affairs....Don Wilson feted by the NBC gang on starting 
his 18th year in radio. Chet LaRoche and Hubbell Robinson here show- 
shopping for the summer. Tom Revere around for takeoff of the Hud: 
Coast show....Don Prindle checked off the Al Pearce writing TOD. ve 
NBC’s Sidney Strotz and Don Gilman guested at Metro by L. B. Mayer 
and other film biggies as a gesture of the cordiality existing betwegn 
and } 


pictures the radio industry....Don Wilson out as barker on the 
Maxwell show, with John Conte addi: g that stint to his emceeing and 
vocalizing....Fulton Lewis. J: around for lectures and making new. 


friends with every handshake. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Barry Sisters, on the Wayne King orchestra commercial, doubling to a 
personal in the Oriental starting April 4....Milton Charles has assign- 
ment as organist for the ‘Hymns of All Churches’ and ‘Betty Crocker’ 
shows which start a ride over Columbia from Chi WBBM studios... .Jack 
Elliott has written a new novelty daytime radio serial revolving around 
the King’s Jesters, musical outfit....Nina Serena, who sang on the Quaker 
Oats, ‘Your Dream Has Come True’ program, slated for a sustaining ride 
on Columbia. 


Barbara Dvorak added to cast of ‘Scattergood Baines’.... Virginia Clark 
off radio for a short vacash following recent death of her father....WLS 
staging annual show for War Veterans at North Chicago hospital with 
George Menard, Prairie Ramblers, Mary Ann, Rusty ~Gill, Grace Wilson 
and John Brown as talent....Arthur Page, WLS farm program chief, off 
|on a round of speechmaking at Ohio State U., Kansas (Ill.) high school 
, and Ohio (Ill.) high school commencements....Emma Van Alstyne Lan- 
| ning, probably the nation’s oldest radio performer, marked her 85th birth- 
| day last week with a special broadcast of her ‘Aunt Em’ show on WLS... 
| John Cannon added to the WBBM spieler staff....New ‘Road of Life’ per- 














} formers are Burton Wright, Elia Broca and Marvin Mueller. 


| 


} 
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American Television Remains Stalled 


Between Annoyed FCC and NBC-CBS 


Washington, April 1, munications 
American television is still stalled | liberately 





Commission js 
stalling. Although 


de- 
the 


between an annoyed and somewhat |Tregulators have been approving ap- | 


embarrassed Federal Communica- | Plications for weeks, only a handful 
tions Commission on the one side| of actual construction permits have 
and on the other side a burned and | been issued. 

fire-shy RCA-NBC (black and white 
television) to which was added a 
fortnight ago the not-yet-ready atti- 
tude of CBS (color television). | 
Meantime the recent Washington re- | 
hearing on the whole television issue | 
has aggravated hurt feelings on the 


| two grounds. First excuse was that 
the official forms, needed to obtain 
all the data which must be 
corded in different Commish de- 
partments, had not been prepared. 


scibility | Latest reason is said to be jams over 
FCC and has brought up possibility | frequencies, which make it necessary 


uMont laboratories, | ? ‘ 
pong age Paramount film jr ee eee already 
tie-up, may become the palace favor- | "#V€ Teceived a nod—to file supple- 
ite of the FCC on television. ooo requests amending their 

Possibility that the FCC may find fon Papers and specifying dif- 

. . ; | ferent ribbons on which they will 
catharsis from its pique at RCA- Seeman 
NBC by recognizing the rival tele- aim: 
vision standard proposed by DuMont| After rushing ahead with a policy 
has already caused lively speculation | that allows full commercialization, 
in trade circles The Commish also 
may try to get back at RCA and its 
subsidiary, NBC, by ordering full 
service pronto, which would also em- 
barrass other outfits which demur at 
being compelled to put on 30 hours 
of expensive sky picture programs 
weekly. 

The its-your-problem attitude of 
RCA-NBC apparently infuriated an 
element on the Commish. This 
aroused serious expectations that the 
DuMont synchronization pulse may 
be recognized, instead of the mode 
widely-employed RCA technique. 


DuMont Elated 


At any rate, the DuMont people, 
who have been playing up to the 
James L. Fly faction on the FCC, 
seem elated over the sudden turn 
of events. And at the same time, 
DuMont and other experimenters : , 

; ‘ : | station and portable mobile for 
wanting to have the reins siackened B : 
alaban & Katz, Chicago film ex- 
are resentful at both NBC and CBS|,.. 007 ae “fine 
for throwing cold water on the idea | age ge Pg nl wt ye ll 
of commercialization at this time. lsion to operate W9XBK on 60,000- 


it 


| zations’ are still largely academic. 
|In addition, all of the ‘grants’ to 
| newspapers have been suspended as 
an aftermath of the decision to study 
the question whether press owner- 


' public interest. 


Considerable rumpus has _ been 
raised, both inside and outside the 
Commission. Meanwhile, prospective 
operators anxious to get started are 
besieging the regulatory agency for 


to work erecting their plants. 
Balaban & Katz’s 2d Station 
Second experimental 





The television outlook is more 66,000 kc, and a portable mobile on 
blurred than ever. Some Commish | 994 999 ¢¢ 216.000. Chi sh “toon Siena 
people, feeling that the FCC has} 7 to 000, Chi show business 


|}experts were granted a permit for 
=| 


pushed Frequency Modulation alto- | 384 9090-396,000 kc with 10 watts and 
gether too rapidly, think that the | a5 emission. Also given authority 


restraints on television ought to be | to construct a new relay station to 





| The lag is alibied at the FCC on| 


re- 


some ideas how soon they can go| 


| 
| 
| 


REINSCH’S NEW TITLE 


Three James M. Cox Stations Under 
His Jurisdiction | 








Atlanta, April l. | 

J. Leonard Reinsch, general man- | 
ager of WSB here, will also have the | 
title of general director of all three 
James M. Cox stations. He’s been 


'with organization seven years. 


| 


| 





| 
| 


|the Commish started beating the | Grant 
'drum with frequent press statements | ©X€¢: : 
|to the effect that so many new FM/|°"? 4 tempore 


| 


'plants had been ‘authorized.’ Check | the agency's 
| reveals, however, that the ‘authori-| Program for Mars can * _—s : 
| subsequently offered and accepted expiring coincidental with the reallo- 
| cation had been 


| 


ship of radio facilities accords with | Same account’s ‘Short, Short Story’ 


| 
| 





television | 


| 


removed but with the minimum op- | be used in connection with W9XBK, | 


erating requirement of five hours 
daily eased. Others still are toying 
with the idea of only limited money- 
making. Chairman Fly’s position— 
now that responsibility for advance- 
ment or retarding televison has been 
more or less on his shoulders—is ob- 
scure, although there is little doubt 
he is burning. 


on an experimental basis only. 


Will Bradiey Orchestra 
And Columnist Sullivan 
For Silver’s Summer 








While industry people still are 
chuckling—even those who are a 
little angry—over the way RCA-| Will Bradley’s orchestra has been 





NBC maneuvered Fly on the spot, | assigned the musical spot with col- 
there is unmistakable bitterness, and | ymnist Ed Sullivan on the summer 
almost no attempt to disguise it, in| replacement for ‘Silver Theatre of 
certain circles which still rankle 


|the Air.’ Sullivan and Bradley and 
about David Sarnoff’s complaint last | guest singers will occupy the 6-6.30 


| 
| 


| 


| sponsor, also will handle the WNEW 


year that the Commish had pre- | p.m. slot Sunday evenings on CBS | 


venied television from going for- | starting April 27. Replacement is 
ward, creating hundreds of thousands/|to remain for 23 weeks. Interna- 
of new jobs. There’s a real desire | tional Silver sponsors. 
by some individuals, to ‘show him he | 
can’t do that to us.’ No matter if| dramatic programs to a hot month 
it hurts many by-standers. | substitute takes place much earlier 
See FM ‘Stalling’ | than usual. ; 
Meantime slowness in grinding out | re not made until June or July. 
the construction papers for Fre- | 
quency Modulation stations, more} 





A. B. Chamberlain, CBS chief en- 


than 40 of which have been author-| gineer, addressed Institute of Radio | inary judging to make revisions in 


ized already, has brought industry | Engineers at Harvard University on 
accusations that the Federal Com-! Columbia’s short wave facilities. 


WITH 40000 SOLDIERS At FORT JACKSON 


\ 











———— 











Change from the presentation of | 


As a rule such changes | 


James LeGate will continue to | 
manage WHIO, Dayton, and Alex 
Robb to do same for WIOD, Miami. | 
Reinsch will headquarter in Atlanta, | 
but travel between the towns. | 

While away from Atlanta, John 
Outler, Jr., will manage WSB. 


WYLEIS COOPER 
TO GRANT, Ci 











Failure to Submit Performance Data 


Brings FCC Citation for 50 Stations: 


Trade Senses 


Washington, April 1. 


The Federal Communications Com- | 


mission last week called for another 
one of those sudden checkups, with 
the inquiry this time concerned 


with the failure of 50 stations operat- | 
ing on standard wavelengths to ‘sub- | 


mit required performance data.’ Most 
of the cited stations had already re- 
ceived regular renewals in connec- 
tion with the shifts to new frequen- 
cies last Saturday (29). 


Included among the cited stations | 


were five NBC-managed outlets. In- 
cident is reminiscent of the examina- 
tions ordered by the Commish last 





Wyllis Cooper, until recently au- 
thor of the NEC sustainer ‘You're | 
in the Army Now,’ has joined the 


He was called from New York | 
ry doctoring job for | 
‘What’s Your Idea?’ 
dy, but was | 


the executive assignment. 

Before doing NBC’s ‘Army’ series, | 
Cooper wrote some of the ‘Camp- | 
bell Playhouse’ programs and the: 


series. 


‘LONE JOURNEY’ SUBS 
FOR ‘KITTY KEENE’ 


Procter & Gamble is dropping 
‘Kitty Keene,’ now on the NBC-red 
at 11:30 a. m., and replacing it with | 
‘The Lone Journey.’ Latter is now | 
spotted at 5:15 on the same link. | 
P&G gives up the 5:15 to 6 p.m. daily | 
stretch on the red next month. 

Other P&G serial realignments are | 
expected with the shift to daylight | 
savings time (April 28). 


Dodger Games on WNEW 
For Levers-General Mills 


Lever Bros-General Mills will co- 
sponsor the night baseball games of 
the Brooklyn Dodgers on WNEW, | 
New York, this year. Station has | 
contracted to carry 11 games which | 
includes seven at home and four on 
the road. Four away are to be done} 
live. Red Barber and Al Helfer, 
who spiel Dodger afternoon contests 
over WOR, New York, for the same 














work. First game is May 28. 
WNEW will not carry the play-by- 
play descriptions of International 
League this year. For the past 
couple of seasons outlet broadcast 
the contests of the Newark team. 


REVISIONS ALLOWED 


Arch Oboler the ‘Final Judge’ 
Wayne Script Contest 








of 








Detroit, April 1. 

Arch Oboler has been named as | 
the final judge in the third annual | 
Wayne University Broadcasting Guild 
Script Writing Contest. Contest per- | 
mits those who pass the first prelim- | 


| their scripts before being submitted | 


| to Oboler. 


| 


| 


| Radio Sales 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Contest is open to any 
student at the university to submit | 
as many scripts as he desires. While 
the contest at present is confined to | 
students enrolled in the university, 
plans for the future call for ex- 
tending it to open participation. 

Last year’s winner, Walter Mc- 
Graw, now is script editor for the | 
guild. 


WCAE to Katz 


WCAE, Pittsburgh, will switch its 
national sales representation at the 
end of this month from International 
to the Katz Agency. 
The break is unusual in that both 
WCAE and IRS are parts of the 
Hearst organization. 

WCAE recently aligned itself 
the Mutual Network, effective 
1, after NBC had assigned 
Pittsburgh release for the red 





with 
Oct. 

the 
net- 


| work to KDKA and asked WCAE to 


| 
| 


take on the blue. 


} 
| 


Bernard Fenner, program manager 





| of KOWH, Omaha, writing script of 


‘Trouble in the Tropics,’ the 45th 
annual musical comedy présentation 
of the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben, local 


‘ 1mry 
ci\ iety 


co 


sl 


} €nce are: 


year on the applications for renew- 
als by the Westinghouse stations pro- 
gramed by NBC. These hearings 


had meanwhile put through its pro- 

graming divorcement from NBC. 
The announcement, 

that the ‘great majority’ of papers 


renewed, recalled 
that all operators using directional 
antennas had been ordered ‘to fur- 
nish certain performance data in 
order to be permitted to use the new 
frequencies on a regular basis.’ Re- 
marking that ‘the half a hundred 
stations in question failed to do so,’ 
the Commish said power reductions 
will be necessary in order to avoid 
against ‘any possibility of serious in- 
terference.’ Significantly, however, 
none of those whose licenses were 
slated for hearing is shown on offi- 
cial lists as being required to use 
directionals, although some are sup- 
posed to go to higher power in the! 
future, 

Direction connection between the | 
hearing order and the monopoly in- 
vestigation was seen in several in- 
stances besides the NBC outlets. 
Some of the others were the target 
of unusual curiosity regarding 
ownership, although no formal ac- 
cusations of law violation have been 
made. The groups which must de- 
fend their right to continued exist- 


KEX, Portland, Ore., owned by 
NBC and operated under lease by 
Portland Oregonian; KJR, Seattle, 


pointing out} 


|mouth, O.; WRDO, Augusta, 


Some Significance 


jlease by Fisher's Blend Station; 
KOA, Denver, and KGO, San Fran- 
| cisco, owned by General Electric and 
operated under lease by NBC, 
WMAL, Washington, owned by 
Washington Star and operated under 
| lease by NBC; KFPW, Fort Smith, 
|Ark.; KGA, Spokane; KGLU, Safford, 
| Ariz; KIDW, Lamar, Colo.: WIBG, 
_Glenside, Pa.; WIBU, Poynette, Wis.; 
_WTRY, Troy, N. Y.; and WWNC, 
| Asheville, N. C. 

| Others handed only temporary ex- 
tensions ‘pending further considera- 
tion of their applications for re- 
|newal,’ are: 

| KFEQ, St. Joseph. Mo.; KFJM, 
|Grand Forks, N. D.; KGBU, Ketchi- 


| kan, Alaska; KLUF, Galveston, Tex.; 


agency, Chicago, as radio! were never held, since Westinghouse | KOCA, Kilgore, Tex.; KORN, Fre- 


'mont, Neb.; WCOA, Pensacola. Fla.; 
| WELL, Battle Creek, Mich.; WHBC, 
Canton, O.; WHIP, Hammond, Ind.; 
WJHP, Jacksonville, Fla.;: WNAD, 
Norman, Okla.; WOSU, Columbus, 
O.; WPRP, Ponce, P. R.; and WSJS, 
Wins*-n-Salem, N. C. 


‘Temporary Extensions’ 


Another FCC announcement said 
merely ‘temporary extensions of li- 
cense granted’ listing the following: 

WPRA, Mayaguez, P. R.; WGST, 
Atlanta; KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia; 
KMA, Shenandoah, Ia.; WJAG, Nor- 
folk, Neb.; KTBC, Austin, Tex.; 
WDLP, Panama City, Fla.; WBAX, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; WCAP, Asbury 
Park, N. J.; WCAM, Camden, N. J.; 
WTNJ, Trenton, N. J.: KRBA, Luf- 
kin, Tex.; WTAL, Tallahassee, Fla.; 
WSGN, Birmingham, Ala.; WFNC, 
Fayettesville, N. C.; WPAY, Ports- 
Me.; 
KNET, Palestine, Tex.; KSAM, 
Huntsville, Tex.; KGKB, Tyler, Tex.; 
KGFI, Brownsville, Tex.; WTMC, 
Ocala, Fla.; WWRL, Woodside, N. Y.; 
and WCNW, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

While the Commish threw no light 
on these last two batches, it is known 
that some have applications pending 
of one sort or another (mostly for 
different assignments or for change 
of control) but others have been un- 
der fire on program charges or are 
accused of technical violations of 
either the law or, Commish *regula- 





owned by NBC and operated under 


tions. 








3 





W G 





GEORGE 


AMONG REGIO 





Cleveland 


AWARDED THE 


PEABODY MEDAL 


DURING THE YEAR 1940 


EN 1 








FOSTER 


NAL STATIONS 























28 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 2, 1941 





US. Navy Encourages FCC Sif 


ing Of 








All Foreign Shortwave Programs 


Washington, April 1. 

Round-the-clock listening to for- 
eign shortwave broadcasts under- 
taken by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission is more concerned 
with analyzing the techniques of 
other nations 
propaganda than to check up any 
suspected code transmission to spies 
in this country or attempts to en- 
courage subversive groups here. 
The instigation for the 24-hour 
watch came from the Navy, which 
wants to get a line on what other 
fellow does so the United States 
can be prepared to make similar. ef- 


“ANY 


90,000 WATTS 
LOS ANGELES 

















he most- 
istened- 
0 station 
in the 


richest 
market 
in 

the West 





Ask any Radio Sales office 
for more informatién about 


KNX, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 





in the use of radio | 


| fective use of radio in event we are 


embroiled in the conflict. 

With a picked force of 350, the 
FCC has created special listening 
| posts to record, translate, transcribe, 
| and analyze all programs from for- 
eign nations intended for reception 
| here or in neighboring countries. 
| Constant listening will be done at 
| primary monitoring stations which 
normally ride herd on U. S. Trans- 
| mitters to run down unlicensed op- 
|erators, departures from frequen- 
cies, and other violations. 

Force comprising technicians, 
| translators, propaganda analysts and 
| other experts will give special atten- 


tion to newscasts, speeches, an- 
nouncements, and dramatic pro- 
grams. Matter will be waxed in the 
| field at strategic points and then 
| studied closely in Washington. 

The FCC, which was careful not 


to say what use would be made of 
ithe material, commented that the 
step is necessary ‘to deal with vital 
national defense problems,’ remark- 


‘want to be correctly informed on 
the extent and character of foreign 
broadcasts reaching this country.’ 


S. R. WOODELL 
VICE YANDEL 


Shirley F. Woodell has been named 
py John F. Royal as sales manager 








|of NBC's international division. 
Woodell joined NBC in January, 
|coming from the Packard Motors 


| Export Corp. 

| His spot as sales manager was 
previously held by Lunsford P. 

| Yandell, who was moved to the blue 

| web's sales staff. 





| 
Boston Newspaper Page 


In Shepard Radio Tie, 
First of Kind Locally 


Boston, April 1. 

Boston Herald-Traveler will do a 
cooperative with the Yankee- 
Colonial Networks in connection 
with Margaret Ford’s ‘The Good 
Sport Page.” Miss Ford will do a 
replica of her newspaper page on 
the regional networks with adver- 
tisers buying space on the air as well 
as the page. It’s the first tie-in of 
its kind locally. Also the first time 
the H-T 








will carry advertising on 
‘The Good Sport Page.’ 
Linus Travers will produce the 


program, which will be debuted first 
|on WAAB, Boston, and as markets 
| outside of Boston are sold adver- 
tisers will be permitted to syndicate 
the page in their own areas. 
Louisville. — Dick Noble, WAVE 
| staff announcer, moved to the NBC 
| announcing staff Monday (31). Au- 
| ditioned for the Chicago job last 
Bob Kay from WTAX, 














summer. 
| Springfield, Ill, will replace Noble 
| at WAVE. 


Stations Pass 


Buffalo, April 1. 
In this border city one American 
| program is openly plugging mone- 
| tary aid to Canada to help ‘that gal- 
lant fight across the sea.’ 

Series tabbed ‘International House 
|Party’ on WBEN three nights a week 
contains heavily-larded urgings for 
Americans to spend their money 
‘across the (Peace) bridge.’ Constant 
war-aid plugs have aroused little, if 
|any, resentment from American 
listeners and plenty of approval 
from Canadians. 

A Canadian brew sponsors the 
| Show and commercials are written 
| by Canadian agency. Bought Amer- 
| ican time, though, because anything 
{a little stronger than birch beer is 
| taboo on Canadian airwaves. 
, has been on Buffalo stations, first 
| WGR, then WBEN, for two years. 

‘Buy n Canada’ rt 





plugs were star 











Nix Free Talent 





ing that other Government agencies | 


Help Canada’ Angles on Buffalo 


| trade, 
Canadian listeners, on whom WBEN | 


Show | 


ed | 





Ls COntinued from page 3 


shall 


rule. 


constitute a violation 


, 


Doc Brinkley and Wife Deny Al 
Financial Links to Station XERA 


of the 


Next day Hersholt got his answer: | 


‘enforcement to the limit.’ 
off the pyrotechnics. 
busy and circularized its members 
against making free appearances. 
Naturally they couldn't do anything 
about a studio contractee whose pact 


That set | 
The Guild got | 


. , | 
carries a clause making it impera- | 


tive that the player go on the air, 
for free, to help exploit the picture 
in which he appears. That was a 
matter to be taken up with the pro- 
ducers, to impress on them the diff- 
erence between exploiting pictures 


Y. Frank Freeman, prez of Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers, 


dence 
and Kennéth Thomson, exec secre- 
tary of Screen Actors Guild. Under- 
stood that representations also were 
made by officers of the Guild for 
studio cooperation in stamping out 
a practice that long has been dis- 
tasteful to radio and agency execs 
here, 
Relief Fund Periled 


Crux of the argument against Par- 


air threatened 
Picture Relief Fund of $10,000 week- 
ly they receive from Good Gulf. Col. 


— 


Del Rio, Texas, April 1. 
Bankruptcy hearings involving Dr. | 
John R. Brinkley came to an end 
here on Thursday, March 27. Credi- 
tors have until May 26 to file objec- 
tions. Hearing concluded with a 
brief testimony by Mrs. Minnie T. 
Brinkley, wife of the doc, who also 
filed an involuntary bankruptcy ac-— 


tion in Little Rock, Ark. 
Brinkley testified that he was not | 


|interested in any phase of the pres- | 
and exploiting soup, soap or cereals. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


sons was that her continuance on the | 
to deprive Motion | 


J. Frank Drake of Gulf was quoted | 


jas saying ‘if the Parsons show stays | 


on the air there’s no use of Gulf con- | 


| tinuing to pay $10,000 a week for a 
| Hollywood show.’ 


There was even 
talk that the price would be cut in 
two if renewed for next season. The 
Fund, it was pointed out, could ill 
afford to have that revgnue jeopar- 
dized at this time as the $800,000 al- 
ready paid by Gulf was being used 
to build a home for aged and indi- 
gent workers in the picture indus- 
try and considerable more was 
needed for furnishings, hospital fa- 
cilities and other necessities. 

The pressure was beginning to tell 
on Parsons. ‘Early last Thursday 
morning (27) she was on the verge 
of chucking it all but was per- 
suaded by her husband-biz manager, 
Dr. Harry Martin, and others to 
stick it out, for the 13 weeks she 
contracted for, anyway. 

Later in the day the principals de- 
cided to get together and have it 
out. Dick Marvin was there for Wil- 
liam Esty; Thomson for the Guild; 
Dr. Martin for LOP, and Danny 
Danker, Coast head from J. Walter 
Thompson agency, as an interested 
observer. The word was soon passed 
that Parsons would call it quits after 
13 weeks, never to come back again 
with unpaid talent, if the Guild 
would relax Rule 6 for that period 
and allow her to complete the Life- 
buoy commitment without interfer- 
ence. That was okay. 


Seud’s Two on MBS 


Programs which Spud _ cigarets 
(Axton-Fisher) will start on WOR- 
Muiual early in June will consist of 
two different 15-minute weekly 
shows. One will be a variety stanza 
Monday nights (starting June 2), 
with Mary Small, a chorus and or- 
chestra. Other, heard only Wednes- 
day nights, will be ‘Danger Is My 
Business,’ dealing with: risky occu- 
pations. It will start June 4. 

Both shows will be spotted at 
10.15-10.30 p.m. Weiss-Geller, of 
Chicago, is the agency. 


Without Complaint 


first as sop to Canadian officials. If 
they had squawked at money spent 
on American air sponsor could point 
to what he was doing to bring in 
Plugs caught on well with 


booms in clearly. Recent larding of 
Toronto as a ‘convention city’ was 
said to have snared a conclave for 
the Ontario province capital. 

As yet, series has brought no con- 


certed repercussions from Buffalo 
merchants, and apparently it isn’t 
likely to. ‘Buy in Canada’ is 
phrased so that it doesn’t advise 
folks to pass up American stores. 
Mostly, Canadian travel, sports 
events and the like are pushed | 
heavily in the script, with advice 
that rate of monetary exchange 
(average about 15%) makes: ‘your 
money go farther in Canada.’ 


| ‘There are loud speakers in every 


|country, and I could judge the re- 


ent Brinkley Hospital, Inc, and 
added that Mrs. Brinkley served | 


'only as hostess at the hospital and | 
was given copies of the correspon- | —— | 
exchange between Hersholt | 





NORMAN BAKER | 
STILL AT IT 


Mexico City, April 1. 

Unionized medicos of Monterrey, | 
eastern Texas border industrial cen- | 
ter, and other organized members of | 
the medical and allied professions of 
that city, have protested to the min- 
istry of communications and publjc | 
| works which controls radio in this 
|country, against plans of Norman 
| Baker to establish a radio station in 
their community, for broadcasts | 
‘similar to those he has long sprayed 
from his air plant at Reyonosa, a 
little north of Monterrey. 

The Monterrey doctoring folk told 
the ministry that they cannot under- 
stand why it is that Baker is per- 
mitted to conduct his station in 
Mexico, because, they allege, his 
practice and advertising methods 
have been disapproved by both the 
American and Mexican heaith au- 
thorities. The Monterrey medicos 
said that if Baker is allowed to es- 
tablish his station in their city it 
would embarrass everybody con- 
cerned, excepting the alert medical 
radio plugger. 


‘Credit WRUL With Big 
Role in Serbian Revolt; 
Urged Defy to Nazis 


Boston, April 1. 
WRUL’s thrice daily short wave 
broadcasts to Yugoslavia, urging 


them to stand firm against the Nazis, 


influenced Serbs to rebel, it is be- 
ing said here. Dr. Svetislav-Sveta 
|Petrovich, Yugoslav writer and 
WRUL commentator, received a 


dispatch (March 28) from the Depart- 
ment of State in Washington, which 
in turn had received word from the 


American legation in Belgrade, say- 
ing: 

‘Everybody has been listening to 
the broadcasts, which whipped up 


the hatred against Germany.’ 

While Prince Paul, former Yugo- 
slavia regent, negotiated with Ber- 
lin and his ministers traveled to Vi- 
enna to sign the triparte pact, Dr. 
Petrovitch called to his people to 
tise and take arms against ‘the 
German oppressors’ during his broad- 
casts, 


Serbs, 


Croats 


and Slovenes are 
said to have listened to broadcasts 
from Boston in cafes and public 


places‘and to have been encouraged 

1 part by them to reject the German 
alliance. 

At first these programs were 
broadcast once daily, but during the 
last critical days he increased them 
to three a day, 15 minutes each, Dr. 
Petrovich explained. He is now at 
the Park Chambers hotel, New York 
City, where he will continue his 
broadcasts. 

‘I began to broadcast to my people 
from France when censorship was 
established in Yugoslavia,’ he said. | 


cafe, and every rural library in my 


sults of my work from the ‘re- 
nendous response I received. My 
last broadcast from France was on 
the day of the armistice. I could 
speak from there no longer, and I 
came here, 

‘We began our broadcasts from 
Boston last December, thanks to the 
World Wide Broadcasting Founda- 
tion of the University Club of Bos- 
ton. The WRUL station is generally | 
n and listened to in Europe.’ 





' 
KNOW 


| 





did some broadcasting on XERA, the 
giant station at Villa Acuna, Mexico, 
He further stated that neither one 
have any stock in the hospital. 


It was disclosed that he is serving 


as technical advisor for the Interna- 


tional Advertising Agency of Del 
Rio, giving advice for $250.00 month- 
ly, the type of program to be broad- 
cast from XERA. He added that 
neifher he nor Mrs. Brinkley had 
any interest in the advertising 
agency. 

He vigorously denied that he or 
his wife own stock in the Frontier 
Broadcasting Co., present operators 
XERA—the successor to the $90,000 
station he erected many years ago, 
known as XER., 

Carol Rice of Kansas City, Dr. 
Brinkley’s chief counsel, says that all 
creditors of Dr. Brinkley’s—one’s 
holding just claims—will be paid, but 
but he won’t pay unjust claims, 











WHEELING 


G Fort Industry Market 


“OUR 
TOWN" 


Not 


joiners 


that we are professional 


or meddlers in other 
peoples’ business, but we accept 
our hore market of Wheeling as 


“OUR TOWN.” 
We know only 
betier OUR 


OUR business. 


too well that the 


town the better | 





We are humbly proud of our 
community's recognition of the 
aggressiveness and push of the 


WWVA 


organization. Various 
Staff hold the 


important 


members of our 





following civic posts 


in Wheeling 


Executlve Committee 


Board 


Chairman 
Ohio Valley of Trade 

President Exchange Club 
Exalted Ruler Flks 


Publicity Chairman Community 


| 

Fund | 

| 

Officer in Shrine 
Church Vice President 


Chairman Red Cross Roll Call 








Rotary Club Member 


Member on Board of Directors of: 
Chamber of Commerce 
Kiwanis Club 
American Red Cross 
Community Fund 


Wheeling Association 
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——— 











will 


gpea 
dur) 
jnte! 


ul 


, at of aot Ar 





Wednesday, April 2, 1941 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 





-—ooo 


Mexican Workers Use Radio To 


ombat Active Nazi Spokesmen 





+ 


Mexico City, April 1. 

Oratory, mostly radio, by what 
will correspond to the ‘minute men’ 
speakers who functioned in the U. S. 
during World War I, is to be used 
intensively by the Party of the Mex- 
jean Revolution to combat Nazi 
ggents who are very active in Mex- 
ico, Talks represent swing to the 
right by the Party as a potent means 
for neutralizing Axis operatives in 
Mexico. The Confederation recent- 
ly sounded a national warning 
against the spreading number of to- 
talitarian undercover people, and 
called upon the workers and the 
general public to back the govern- 
ment’s efforts to curb them. 

Special radio speeches, short and 
pointed, are being prepared by the 
Party for intensive air delivery 
throughout the republic from its ra- 
dio stations XEFO (5,000 watts) and 
XEUZ (100 watts) here as well as 
from other local federal government 
stations, XEXA (100 watts), official 
press department, and XECR (20,- 
000 watts), ministry of foreign rela- 
tions. 

Privately-owned commercial radio 
stations are being lined up to par- 
ticipate in this campaign, which is 
to start this month. Regular an- 
nouncers of the stations and a corps 
of speakers that is being trained for 
gir spieling are to be employed. The 
drive will be the first and the big- 
gest of the kind ever waged in this 
country. 

The Party is considering a prop- 
osition that cinemas and theatres be 
asked to cooperate by allowing 
speakers to function for a few min- 


: | 
utes during intermissions. 








Great Expectations 


Brice Disque, Jr., scripter of 
‘Gang Busters,’ recently ap- 
peared before the Junior League 
of Elizabeth, N. J., to speak on 
how to write for radio. At a 
buffet supper in his honor at a 
Junior Leaguer’s home before 
the affair, an exhuberant local 
matron rushed up to gush how 
thrilled she was to meet him, 
adding that all her friends were 
terribly envious because she was 
going to hear and see Dwight 
Fiske. 

With ea deadpan, Disque ex- 
plained the distinction in identi- 
ties, whereupon the matron, gave 
him a kind of concentrated look 
and murmured, ‘Oh,’ 











WILD YOUTHS 
EDUCATE 
OLD GOLD 


Old Golda had enough of the idea | 
of combining a Benny Goodman | 
broadcast with dancing in front of | 
the bandstand by 6,000 jitterbugs at | 
its first tryout at Manhattan Cen- | 
ter, N. Y., Monday night (31) and! 
from now on the audience’s partici- 
pation will be restricted to acting up 
from auditorium chairs. Before the | 
event was over there was a police 
squad in action on the outside sup- 





pressing a small riot, while at- 
tendants in the hall found them- 
selves almost powerless in keeping 
the cats from swamping the musi 
cians, Program is cleared over WJZ, 
ie @ 

Excitement started when the doors 
were .opened. The waiting mob 
rushed by the ticket-takers so that a 
ticket was collected for every five 


jive addicts that got in. After 6,000 had 
been admitted the firemen on duty) 
closed the doors, leaving over 2,000 
clamoring outside with most of them 
holding tickets. A few minutes later 
there were four squad cars and a 
cordon of cops on the scene untang- 
4ing the youths as they sought to 
force open the doors. 


FRANK SILVERNAIL 
UNDER CARLOS FRANCO 


Frank Silvernail has 


joined the 
stations relations department of 
young & Rubicam and will func- 
hon under Carlos Franco's direc- 
tion. z 
_ Silvernail was formerly. time 
buyer for the Pedlar & Ryan 
agency. 





Leis Frost to WMCA 


Lois Frost, secretary to Dick Voy- 
now, of the Ward Wheelock agency. 
‘ransfers April 14 to become con- 
‘ract Manager of WMCA, New York. 





= will be to clear and. coordinate | 
all commercial and sustaining con- | 


tracts for the station. 

Before joining the Wheelock 
agency several weeks ago, Miss 
Frost was with the Chcago office of 


gi Petry, station representative. 
She 


Rei was previously with Virgil 
eiter, another Chicago station rep 


end Transamerican. 


| WIP 
‘affected, but they co-operated in the 


ON MOVING OF 
WAVELENGTH 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
Shuffling of frequencies of Philly 
outlets had a varied effect on the 
dial-twisters. As a general rule, 





ithanks to a good publicity job car- 


ried out co-operatively by the sta- 
tions, the majority of listeners were 
hep to the moving up. But there 
were still a large number who were 
befuddled by the change, according 


Fly’s Statement 


Washington, April 1. 

Promise that ‘everyone gains 
and nobody loses’ under last 
week's reallocation of frequencies 
was made Friday (28) by FCC 
Chairman James L. Fly. In a 
speech over both networks of 
NBC Fly explained to the radio 
public that effectuation of the 
North American Regional Broad- 
casting Agreement—under which 
some 800 statioris were given new 


berths—would save the broad- 
casting system from ‘the same 
kind of disruption’ which oc- 
curred in 1927 when the courts 


permited 


radio station on any 


anvone to operate a 


frequency. 


Washington, April 1. 
F 


kept a staff up all night 





| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


| 





SOME CONFUSION 





| 
| 
| 


| fall. 
iit has arranged to 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| and 
| WQXR, 


} ° 
material. 
| 5:35 p.m., 


Friday for any possible compli- 
cations resulting from mov- 
ng day Everything went off 
smoothly, the staff vigil proving 
ely } essary 
to the telephone operators on duty | 
at the station when the switch took 
place. 
Some of the listeners had their 
Own i1aeas about it Was happen- 
g. One bright | phoned WPEN 
and s ey cou ’t fool him. The 
res « f € ole sines 
he « € ‘ open » « I ¢ 
fi { i £ pl +4 
i A ‘ a c 
€ alC¢ 
oO op of e que Sa the 
A Ove ere a € t 
fl ig are dP t M 
é e€ t e s 
ere flooded S ecking 
on tnat. 
Some stations, particularly WHAT, 


WPEN, WDAS. re 
were being 
previously their signals 
reached. KYW and WCAU 
they were being heard 

clarity in certain areas. 

were only stations 


‘elved reports they 
where 
never 
reported 
with more 
WFIL and 


here not 


heard in areas 


educational campaign for the public. 
Radio service men did a land-office 
business adjusting push-button sets. 


Youngstown, O.— Slocum Chapin, 


formerly with WOC, Davenport, | 
Iowa. has become new local sales | 
director of WKBN, Youngstown. | 
Henry Z. Ungar, formerly with 


WSPD. Toledo, and WMBC, Detroit. 
has becn added to the sales staff, re- 
placing Herbert Schorr, resigned 


Describe Soccer Game 
From N.Y. in Portuguese 


NBC shortwave 
Much trepidation, aired its first 
play-by-play sports broadcast in 
Portuguese last week for benefit of 
its Brazilian listeners. 

Event was soccer match between 
champ Brazilian team and a picked 
American aggregation. It was ether- 
ized directly from Randall's Island, 
N. Y., field. South Americans lost. 


NOGALES POWER 
GIANT IS IN 
WORKS 


Mexico City, April 1. 

Northwestern Mexico is still fur- 
ther to be put on the map by its most 
prominent native son, Gen. Abe- 
lardo L. Rodriguez, provisional pres- 
ident of the republic for 30 months, 
1932 to 1934, who is prominent in 
the fishing, canning and packing in- 
dustry of that region. A company 
Gen. Rodriguez has organized is 
completing plans for the establish- 
ment of a powerful radio station. 
wattage of which has not yet been 
determined, at Nogales, Sonora 
state, across from its namesake in 
Arizona. 

Preliminary work on this two- 
language, two-nation station, which 
it is said will be one of the most pow- 
erful in the world, is scheduled to 
begin late in May. The station is 
expected to get going in the late 
The Rodriguez company states 
invest $1,500.000 
(U. S.) for the equipment and estab- 


division, with 





lishment of this station which has 
been granted a concession by the 
ministry of communications and pub- 


lic works, ruler of air 
country. 


NEWS FOR CHILDREN 
BY DOROTHY GORDON 


Program of special news analysis 
commentary for 
New York, with Dorothy 
writing and reading the 
Series will be heard 5:30- 
Mondays through Fridays, 
as a sustainer, 

Miss Gor 
childre: 


children by 


Gordon, 


has done a number of 
programs on the networks. 


aon 








Good Reaction in South America 
To Running Translation of FDR. 





Americana: 1941 


Lincoln, April 1. 

Globe Laundry Money Melody 
ran into an unexpected and em- 
barrassing snag this week when 
conductor Ed Cooper didn’t in- 
vestigate his telephone numbers. 
Game is played by calling, while 
on the air, to various people, and 
if they can produce a laundry 
bill (Globe), they get $1. 


Cooper, on an early morning 
dialling session, got one number, 
and talked to the sleepy man of 
the house, eventually finding it 
to be Bill Messmer, one of his 
brother KFCR announcers, and 
pinch-hitter on the program on 
Cooper's days off. 








broadcasting on long wave the spe- 
cial _ translation. Committee has 
since had word from 40 of them 


SYMPHONIC 


Longines-Witnauer Watch Co. is 


| working on a spot campaign which 


will try to convey the idea of pres- 
tige and old-reliability through re- 
corded programs of symphony music. 
The series will run at the rate of 
three quarter-hour programs a week 
and for five weeks prior to school 
graduation time in June. The place- 


iments will be on evening schedules. 


affairs in this 


Arthur Rosenberg is the 


on the account. 


agency 


Renews Bea Wain 


Bea Wain has been renewed 
another 18 weeks by American To- 
baceo for its ‘Hit Parade’ (CBS), 


effective April 26. 
General Amusement Corp. agented. 


Minneapolis—With departure of 
Helen Reis from WCCO to become 
a bride, Mary Rennie, in publicity 
department for four years, took over 


press work. Betty Carlile joined 
WCCO to fill Miss Rennie’s forme: 
position. 


| 
for 


As a first step of many to come 
in influencing and guiding cultural 
relationships with South America, the 
Nelson Rockefeller committee caused 
President Roosevelt’s speech of 
March 15 to be handled in a new way. 
The response since the event has 
been most enthusiastic according to 
Don Francisco, the radio director of 
the committee. 

Francisco's grou had a 
tion into Spanish and 
tnade from an advance 
Roosevelt speech. 
by linguist 


transla- 
Portuguese 
text of the 
These were aired 
announcers while the 
President was speaking, with his 
voice in English audible in the 
background, lending authority and 
dramatic effect. 

Committee early in the afternoon 
of the day of the talk cabled South 
, American stations asking them if 

they would be interested in re- 





| that 
more 


the 
believed to 


they carried 


are 


talk. Many 

have aired it 
without subsequent confirmation to 
i“ Rockefeller group. 

Roosevelt speeches in the past have 
| been sent down to S. A. via short- 
| wave, but native stations seldom 
bothered to rebroadcast because they 
| were naturally in English and their 
| audiences couldn’t understand. Sum- 
|}maries were s?nt down later in 
Spanish and Portuguese on the reg- 
vlar news broadcasts. 


| ‘«H. V. Kaltenborn, for one, has 
; previously used the translation de- 
vice over the speaker’s voice in 


Hitler’s broadcasts to this country). 


Francisco made no plans to simul- 
taneously translate the President's 
speech last Saturday (29) as it was 
primarily for domestic consumption 
and it is feared that too frequent re- 
quests to Latin etherizers for re- 
broadcasts might dull their interest. 


2nd Newsreel Remote 
Cleveland, April 1. 


Wayne Mack, commentator for 
Bond Clothes on nightly news 
broadcasts’ via YGAR _ switches 


scene of action from station’s studio 
to radio room of new Telenews 
Theatre. 


Move marks second local program 


now originating from newsreel 
house, Burt’s, Inc., do daily dinner 
hour forum show via WHK from 


Telenews radio room. 

Theatre is plugging Mack's news 
airings with trailer inviting patrons 
to attend the 10:30 p.m. broadcasts. 









IfE CAMPAIGN that succeeds. whether 


military or commercial, is based on de- 


tailed information covering every phase 
of the objec tive to be won. When the objec tive is SALES 
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OUELLA PARSONS ‘THE STORY OF BESS JOHNSON’ | 


Pereteo+ 








|‘As THE TWIG IS BENT’ 





ollywood Premieres’ with °r « With Charies Cantor, Tom Tully, 1 With Barbara Terrell, Carl Swenson, 
Dietrich, Bruce Cabot, Howard Mitzi Gould Fokow-Up Comment George Coulouris, Henry M. Neely, 
Wilcox, Felix Mills orchestra Serial Effie Palmer, Tom Shirley, Charles 
0 Mins. i5 Mins. o4o+eoe Paul 
IFEBUOY SOAP ° | PALMOLIVE °*~* | Transeribed 
Friday, 10 p.m. | Daily, 4:30 p.m. Elizabeth Wayne, an American | 45 Mins. 
CBS Network (not N. Y.) | WABC-CBS, New York ‘correspondent in Batavia, Nether-| GENERAL FOODS 


(Esty) 

This variety-dramatic series from | 
eeywors (not broadcast over | 
WABC, New York, but reviewed 
off-the-CBS-line in N. Y. for the} 
opening program Friday (28) night) 
is probably the last of the cuffo tal- | 
ent packages. Screen Actors Guild | 


(Ward Wheelock) 


Last week Bess Johnson was the 
heroine of ‘Hilltop House,’ a success- 
ful serial which was and still is 
owned by the Ed Wolf freelance 
production office. But that was last 
week, This week she’s in ‘The Story 
of Bess Johnson. This is entirely 


and American Federation of Radio| different, as any lawyer will testify. 


Artists opposition to anybody, news- |The time is the same, so is the net- 
paperwomen among them, selling to; work, the sponsor and the central 
& sponsor the publicity leverage-| figure. It doesn’t matter that the 
created ability to deliver free, or | script sounds the same and seems to 
for reduced fees, the big names of | pick up on Monday where ‘Hilltop 
filmdom promises that the present | House’ left off on Friday, or that 
Louella Parsons contract for 13 nobody said it was going to be dif- 
weeks is the wash-up of the whole | ferent. The title is different, so that 





principle. 

As judged on this initial program, 
listeners won’t miss the series’ pass- 
ing. It was a poor show. Through 
a tie-up with the studios, Miss Par- 
sons does a kind of ‘preview’ of 
some forthcoming picture on each 
program. That provides the angle 
On which she’s able to get name 

layers to appear gratis, since vir- 

ually all film contracts carry a 


clause obligating the actor to appear | 


on the air or elsewhere, if requested 
by the studio, to help exploit pic- 
tures in which they have played. 
For her initial ‘Hollywood Pre- 
miere,’ Miss Parsons offered a ver- 
sion of Universal’s soon-to-be-re- 
leased ‘Flame of New Orleans,’ with 
Marlene Dietrich and Bruce Cabot. 
The picture better not be as bad as 
the broadcast made it sound. For 
it was not only a transparently-con- 
cocted story, but was_ ineptly 
adapted, weakly played and made to 
sound ludicrous by Miss Parsons’ 
over-done intro and ‘interviews’ 
with the stars and producer Joe 


Pasternack. Show deteriorated as it | 


went along. 

Miss Parsons, of course, is a phe- 
nomenon of show business-journal- 
ism. She obviously has a following 


and is undeniably a personality and | 


a@ power in the film industry. Intro- 
duced here as ‘The First Lady of 
Hollywood,’ she dished the gush as 
usual, 

Miss Dietrich, usually curiously 
expressionless and flat via radio, was 
wooden, while Cabot merely did the 
best he could under 
stances. 
grounding was almost the 

Lifebuoy’s blurbs used 
all the current commercial-writing 
twists, including personal  testi- 
monials, a health angle and even the 


virtually 


old fear appeal (body-odor). Stressed | 


the product’s ‘fresh’ qualities, plug- 


ging such phrases as ‘zephyr-fresh’ | 


and ‘as fresh as a breeze from the 
pine woods.’ 

Incidentally, spotting this shot at 
this Friday night time is a strange 
kind of programming, as it places 
three half-hour dramatic shows in 
succession—the new Philip Morris 
series of adaptations of plays and 
films, the ‘Campbell Playhouse’ 
adaptations and originais and now 
this Lifebuoy stanza of film adapta- 
tions. Even if CBS doesn’t mind, 
it’s odd that any or all of the three 
sponsors involved don’t object. 

Hobe. 


HOWARD AND SHELTON 

Transcriptions 

5 Mins. 

ROYAL CROWN COLA 

M-W-F, 10:50 a.m. 

WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 
(Newell-Emmett) 

Howard and Shelton transcriptions, 
turntabled thrice weekly over a 
string of stations, carry vigorously 
presented comedy as well as equally 
vigorous’ advertising. There is 
nothing quiet or subtle. 

Gags are from burlesque and ‘copy 
from the cultural equivalent in ad- 
vertising. Jaco. 
= 


dire circum- | 
Felix Mills’ musical back- | 
only | 
workmanlike aspect of the program. | 


|makes it different. 

| The story opens with Bess John- 
'son driving down the road in her 
|car, burning up concrete, headed for 
| the next state, leaving Ed Wolf and 
| royalty and ‘Hilltop House’ far be- 
i hind. “She had lost ‘Hilltop House’ 
‘anyhow in the plot and was pret’; 
‘disturbed about it in the new Ward 
| Wheelock script on Monday as she 
|put space—that precious healer of 
all kicks in the shins—between her 
and the past. 

This was a clever bit of Monday 
afternoon literary magic. For the 
mad ride of the heartbroken getting- 
away-from-it-all Miss Johnson was 
the opening of a life of newer and 
| finer good deeds by the lovable lady 
of CBS at 4:30. 

She began these pronto in a court- 
room to which she was taken for 
|speeding. There she stood waiting 
|for change from a $20 bill to pay 
her fine when two kids came in with 
a marriage license and wanted to 
be hitched. She stepped in and 
stopped the nuptials. The frustrated 
bride, a wilfull miss, flung a curse 
and a promise of chapters to come 
at the migratory lady crusader for 
good. The opening chapter of the 
entirely new story with the old star 
and the old sponsor and the old time 
and the old network ended in a fine 
upswell of threats to get even. The 
girl’s. 

It was well done. It was clear. 
It was engrossing. It was good 4:30 
drama. Miss Johnson can troupe. 
So can Charley Cantor, who played 
a lovable, mellow justice of the 
So can Mitzi Gould, who 





| peace 
made 
character and that the boy groom 
was just a goop. Tom Tully was the 
| well-mannered arresting officer who 
pulled Bess Johnson over to the 
curb, ending the final lapdisolve on 
‘Hilltop House’ and sounding the 
‘Places please’ on the new _ story. 
Diana Bourbon directed the first in- 
| stallment for Ward Wheelock. 

| Trade question: does the last 
'C.A.B. on ‘Hilltop House’ get merged 
with the first C.A.B. on ‘The Story 
| of Bess Johnson’ in order to arrive 
at a rating? Land. 


—_— 


|‘SUGAR AND SPICE’ 

| With Vera Holly, Tiny Schwarz, Bob 
| Armstrong Ensemble 

15 Mins.—Local 

W. T. GRANT STORES 

Sunday, 6:45 p.m. 

| WBEN, Buffalo 

| Neat ec 


ymbo of suave and swing 
vocals, backed by soft rhythm group, 
{is production pattern here. Informal 
|throughout. It’s an easy-to-listen-to | 


how tets 


that local hearers. Vera 
| Holley is a polished chanteuse who 
holds down the swing end against 


baHads by Schwarz (whose 6 ft. 4 in. | 
of | 


stature 
| ‘Tiny’). 


earns him nickname 
Novelty each .time is one 
|tune, sung sugary by him, then 
swung by her. Nicely matched 
rhythm combo shows of: Charlie 
| Wullen’s vibraharp and Bill Jors’ 
; wired guitar. 

Top-heavy corney commercial 
| plugs, which go overboard on spon- 
'sor’s products. Ed Reimers nicely 
narrates a will-o’-the-wisp script. 
Betz. 
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Intermountain Market 
people prefer the lively 
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it evident that she had the | 


| lands East Indie, is now broadcast-| Daily, 11:15 a.m. 


ling from there on Saturday night WOAI, San Antonio 


(E. S. time) over Mutual. 
ground, voice and delivery combine 
to make her reports from 
danger spot’ distinctly listenable. 





Paul Martin’s suave rhythms from 
KGO, San Francisco, 
NBC late Sunday afternoons, is one 
of the neatest half hours on the air. 
Martin is another who can make his 
material take on extra’ values, 
whether it’s just another BMI or a 
Latin tempo. The instrumentation 
is dulcet and unobtrusive, getting 
plenty out of the tunes in hand. 


Alec Templeton’s vocal interpre- 
tation of ‘When You and I Were 
Young Maggie,’ as Jerry Colonna 
would sing it, was one of the bright 
spots on the Alka-Seltzer show on 
the NBC red Friday, 8:30 p.m. Ver- 
satility of gifted blind pianist is a 
constant source of surprise. He 
came through with another show- 





Back-| 
that | 


(Young & Rubicam) 
Another sorcp opera. This one 
tests for Grape Nuts and Grape Nuts 
Flakes in several markets. 
Scripts are written by Don Becker 


cna Wie | of Transamerican and deal with the 
Vv = 


story of a young school teacher in a 





| stopper towards the finale where he |the board. 


'played piece from ‘Greig’s Piano 
| Concerto’ with the orchestra. Vass 
|Family, four girls and_ brother 
| Frank, did ‘Georgia on My Mind.’| 
'A long drawn out golf story slowed | 
| program considerably. 


| Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Charles 
| Laughton) appeared as a guest ex- 
| pert on the ‘Information Please’ 
| stanza Friday. Normally thoroughly 
| self-pessessed the film star sounded 
;ill at ease and slightly nervous at 
'the beginning. Later grew more ac- 
'customed to august presence of Clif- 
‘ton Fadiman and scored two or 
|three times with correct answers, a 
| particularly baffling one being name 
lof ship on which Captain Bligh of 
the ‘Bounty’ made his second trip. 








Larry Robinson, 11-year-old legit 
|and radio actor, pulled an ad-lib on 
lthe Fred Allen program last week 
that almost lifted the roof off the 
|studio. Appearing on Allen’s ‘round- 
|table forum,’ the youngster said he 
| was in ‘Life With Father’ and, when 
|/Allen asked why he wasn’t at the 
| Empire Theatre, N. Y., in that night’s 
/ performance, said he was no longer 
in the play. He explained he had 
grown out of the part and then had 
ad-libbed the remark, ‘They didn’t 
| want to buy a new pair of pants, so 
they got a new actor.” Gag drew 
ithree distinct laughs—the first howl, 
ithen, when Allen was ready to go 
|/on with the show, another and then 
!another. Whole program was one 
|of the funniest Allen has offered in 
|many weeks. He wound up with a 
riotous burlesque of radio giveaways, 
in this case being unable to dispose 
}of a sample of ‘Misto,’ which he 
|claimed would grow hair, mend fur- 
|niture or taste good on pancakes. 
Minerva Pious did a hilarious bit on | 
the show, a so very, very suave | 
young product of a finishing school, 
Consuelo Warburton, who was ex- 
| pressing herself by writing poetry. 
Piece she recited in a just too, too 
utter voice was called ‘I’d Like to be 
the Olive in the Middle of the 
Bottle.” It was a new characteriza- 
| tion for character comedienne Pious. 








‘THE VILLAGE SCHOOL HOUSE’ 
With Gene (Carroll) and Glenn 

(Rowell), James Pollard 
BOND BREAD 
WBZ, Bosten 

(Newell-Emmett) 

Against Kraft Music Hall and 
Major Bowes at same time, Gene and 
Glenn are broadcasting a quiz 
travesty locally. Program showed 
audience-participators woefully lack- 
ing in local sports knowledge, but 
script had punch and was loaded 
with giggles provided by Cal De Vol. 

Gene Carroll played ‘Lena,’ school 
| teacher, and also ‘Jake,’ the janitor, 
while Glenn enacted role of prin- 
cipal. Both fire questions, for three 
characters. Studio audience reaped 
| most entertainment from Carroll’s 
props while switching personages, 
| but script held up for radio listeners 
| as well, 
| Biggest laugh from audience came 
; when they learned one contestant 
was minister and asked the question, 
‘What two famous race tracks are 
located in New England?’ Minister 


about whole matter. 


which Gene and Glenn are known. 
An example: ‘What kind of a game 
should two fellows with mustard 
plasters play?’ Answer was ‘Strip 
poker or ‘Draw poker’ with girl con- 
testant coming through correctly 
with resulting howls. 

When a person failed on a question, 
Gene asked ‘What team known as 
‘Lena’s Bloomer Girls’ lost a game 
last week?’ Cash prizes supple- 
mented by red flannels, chickens. 
mops, brooms, but each received loaf 
of Bond Bread to start with. 

Gene and Glenn gave contestants 
perhaps too 
questions, but their ad libbing kept 
the program moving well. 

On musical end, they sang duets of 
‘Say When,’ in which Gene’s ‘Jake 
and Lena’ accounted for some rapid- 
fire humor, and straight on ‘My Old 
American Home.’ 

At least, it’s not merely another 
quiz show. Should go well. Paul. 





much time to answer | 


knew answers and was good-natured 


Humor was of homespun type for | 








strange community battling reaction, 
bigotry and frustrations. Coming as 
it does on the heels of others based 
on widows, doctors and the lives of 
families, it is different and makes 
for pleasant listening. Its main 
message is to mothers of school chil- 
dren. It tends to bring out the fact 
that the school teacher, too, after all, 
is human, and she, too, would like 
to be treated as a human, and above 
all, as a woman. 

Story is laid in a small community 
called Beachmount. Story opened 
with a meeting of the school board 
and of its actions in discharging a 
teacher due to her straying from 
path that has been set for her by 
During its discussion 
to find a replacement the name of 
Andrea Reynolds is mentioned. She 
is called for an interview and finds 
that the chairman of the _ school 
board, Frank Harrison, played by 
George Coulouris, dislikes her, due 
to the fact that she is young and 
good-looking. With the aid of Effie 
Palmer, who plays the role of Miss 
Blakely, the conscientious but 
thwarted school principal, she per- 
suades Harrison to give her an op- 
portunity. 

Andrea, played by Barbara Ter- 
rell, then finds out the fact that she 
has replaced a teacher who has left 
with a cloud of scandal, with the 
result that her own life is expected 
to equal that of a plaster saint. The 
fact that she is young, charming and 
brilliant tends to create small-town- 
ish prejudice. Her struggle to step 
into her first teaching assignment, 
her meeting with the other members 
of the faculty, the philosophical 
janitor, played by Henry M. Neely, 
and of the music teacher, young (and 
also pent-up inside), played by Carl 
Swenson, constituted the first week’s 
unspooling. Acting is all able and 
plot realistic and believable. 

Organ backs ound is handled by 


|Charles Paul in nice fashion. Andy. 


‘LATITUDE ZERO’ 

With Lou Merrill, Jack Arnold, 
Howard Duff, James Eagles, Edwin 
Max. 


| 30 Mins.—Coast 
| Tuesday, 6 p.m. 
| KFI, Los Angeles 


From the fertile mind of Ted 
Sherdeman was hatched this meller 
of ‘five men against the world.’ Piece 


| has a Buck Rogers flavor and reels 


off into fantastic tangents. NBC is 
hopeful of landing a summer spon- 


|sor for the program, having given it 


a good mounting and letting Sherde- 


|man go the limit on talent and effects. 


Tale puts to sea with five men in 
a fishing boat, who soon come upon 
a beached submarine. Once inside 
they find a heap of dead and Captain 
McKenzie, mysterious skipper of the 


craft. When asked where he’s from 
he intones in his best Oxford, ‘Lati- 
tude Zero.’ That doesn’t make sense 


to the five adventurers nor does little 
else His slave bodyguard 
has a bullet hole in his chest but that 
heals in a couple of hours. hat’s 
the tip-off in the first installment of 
what’s to be expected, or what’s to 
be believed in the dialog of tongue- 
in-the-cheek Sherdeman. ‘And that’s 
only the beginning,’ he grins. 

For those who are not too prissy 
about facts and conventions, airplay 
may carry an appealing note. Taken 
seriously it will bring only snickers. 
Cast is made up of sturdy stock play- 
ers, including Jack Arnold, onetime 
of ‘Myrt and Marge.’ 

Modest budget qualifies it for sum- 
mer duty, even though it’s a little 
heavy for the hot nights to come. 
With the air certain to be filled with 
music and quiz shows, it may prove 
a diverting respite as escapist fare. 

Helm. 


he says. 


‘THE MYSTERY MAN’ 

15 Mins, 

WHEATIES 

Daily, 2:15 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Knox Reeves) 

As part of the Gold Medal span 
for General Mills this new 15-minute 
stanza, sandwiched in between ‘Light 
of the World’ (religious theme) and 
‘Valiant Lady’ will just about main. 
tain a batting average in line with 
| overall appeal-level of the hour. For 
the rest, it amounts to a conventional 
chiller melodrama based on well- 
known mystery stories by famous 
authors. Each story will run its 
course over a period of weeks, pre- 
sumably depending on how much the 
material can be drawn out. 

Just where all the talk about hu- 
man nature and philosopher-friend 
buildup about “The Mystery Man’ fits 
in remained a mystery after the first 
installment. The Mystery Man, as 
presented, appeared to be nothing 
more exciting or stimulating than a 
narrator who spoke of making every 
day living easier and pleasanter, 
about the things in human nature 
that interest most folks. From this 
introduction program micht have 
conceivably led into a philosophical 
routine, especially when stress wag 
laid on proposed analysis of why hu- 
man nature remains a riddle, and 
why people do strange, terrible 
things you’d never believe possible 
in 1,000 years. 

These mystery stories are guaran- 
teed to make the listener gasp. Open- 
ing program, based on Mary Roberts 
Rhinehart’s story ‘Window at the 
White Cat,” depended largely on 
sounds of rain and thunder for sus- 
pense, and a few words from the 
narrator contrasting the _ boiling 
storm outside with the warmth of 
the old-fashioned, high-ceilinged 
dining room at Belwood House 
where four people were dining. 

Leading characters are two old 
maids known respectively as Aunt 
Letitia and Aunt Jane, a girl, Mar- 
jorie Fleming, and Jack Knox, young 
attorney. 

They all went down into the cel- 
lar to get the family pearls, one of 
which was to be given to the girl as 
a wedding present. Aunt Letitia 
counted 89 pearls. There had been 
98 only an hour earlier. From this 
the young attorney shrewdly de- 
ducted that whoever purloined the 
jewelry was still in the house. At 
this point the window banged to 
the accompaniment of appropriate 
| shrieks, thunder and rain. The case 
then rested until the following in- 
stallment with the mystery of what 
happened to the nine pearls still 
unsolved. Mori. 





| ‘BARREL OF FUN’ 

With Charlie Ruggles, Benny Rubin, 
Verna Feldon, Margaret Braden, 
Leo Crary, Guardsmen Quartet, 
Lurene Tuttle, Lou Forbes Orch 

30 Mins.—Transcription 

FALSTAFF BEER 

KTSA, San Antonio 
Falstaff Brew is presenting a series 

of transcriptions prepared especially 
for brewers throughout the land by 
| Brisacher, Davis & Staff of San 
| Francisco. Production is in charge of 
| Van Fleming. It’s plausible amuse- 
| ment. 

{ Question will be asked, which 

| came first, ‘Barre! of Fun’ or ‘Duffy's 

| Tavern’ being aired over CBS for 

Schick Razor. Both are identical in 
pattern. In this waxed opus Ruggles 
is mine host of the Barrel of Fun 

Tavern. Benny Rubin is Armand. 

Waldo, the head waiter, is Leo Crary. 

Lulu Belle, is enacted by Margaret 

Braden. 

First airing dealt with the building 
of a ladies lounge to the tavern 
| which is being bankrolled by a Mrs. 
| Davenport played by Verna Felton. 
| There were several good comedy 
| scenes with Ruggles in usual style. 
| Show moved along at a fairly fast 
| pace with music batoned by Lou 
| Forbes, vocals by the Guardsmen 
Quartet and Lurene Tuttle. 

There were several commercials 
stressing the fact that Falstaff is the 
| choicest of the brewer’s art. These 
| were on a separate transcription and 
| were turntabled in one _ instance 
while the vocalist was singing. 
| Transcriptions themselves as heard 
| seemed not up to best as to mee 

chanical reproduction. Andy. 





| 
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Crawford Clothes Aims at Easter 
Trade Via WMCA, WNEW Stanzas 


Ward Baking Buys 
Blurbs on WNAC 








Signs of spring were apparent in 
Gotham buying the past week, with 
Crawford Clothes angling to interest 
the men in new duds, while Stumpp 
& Walter started chirping about 
flower seeds. Several pen companies 
with an eye on that June diploma, 
are plugging fountain pens for the 
graduation gift. 

WMCA: Crawford Clothes, Inc., 
through Al Paul Lefton, contract 
for 12% hours of time weekly, di- 
vided into 25 quarter-hour programs 
weekdays, one-hour program on 
Sunday, five hours spotted through- 
out Saturday’s schedule, sponsorship 
includes Lester Bromberg, Rise and 
Whine, News, Art Green and Music, 
The Old Refrains and Crawford Ju- 
bilee Musical Programs, two-week 
contract with option for two-week 
renewal; American Cigarette & Cigar 
Co. Inc. (Pall Mall cigarettes), 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 36 one- 
minute announcements weekly, 13- 
week contract; Famous Furriers, 
through Mid-Town Advertising 
Agency, 12 quarter-hour programs 
weekly, sponsorship includes Art 
Green and Music, News, ‘Doc Sellers’ 
—recorded serial, 13-week contract; 
Hotel Sutton, New York City, three 
quarter-hour remote _ programs 
weekly, featuring ‘Variety Inter- 
views’ conducted by Joe Sullivan 
from the hotel; Catholic Laymen’s 
Committee, through Arthur Kudner, 
Inc., announcements; Sall Greenberg 
Retail Jewelry Store, through Mason- 
Relkin Co., announcements, 13-week 
contract. 

WNEW: Waltham Pen Co., through 
United Advertising Co., weekly half- 
hour program ‘Smal! Fry Club,’ 
quarter-hour period three times 
weekly, one announcement on ‘Music 
Hall’ five times weekly; Chamber- 
lain Aircraft Training Division, 
through Burke - Dowling - Adams, 
seven quarter-hour periods, 13-week 
contract; Canadian Fur Corp. 17 
quarter-hour periods and five 10- 
minute periods weekly Crawford 
Clothes, Inc., through Al Paul Lef- 
ton Co., quarter-hour program three 
times weekly, 13-week contract; 


American Cigarette & Cigar Co., Inc. | 


(Pall Mall cigarettes), through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., 36 announce- 
ments weekly. 


WOR, WQXR Biz 
WOR: Delaware, Lackawanna & 


Western Coal Co. (Blue Coal), 
thorugh Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., one- 


month extension on “The Shadow,, | 


Richfield Oil Corp. of N.Y. (Rich- 
field oil & gas), through Hixson- 
O'Donnell Advertising, renewal 
‘Confidentially Yours—with Arthur 
Hale,’ quarter-hour program, three 
times weekly, 39-week contract; 
Griffin Mfg. (shoe polish), through 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce, 
renewal, ‘Who Knows,’ weekly quar- 
ter-hour program 52-week contract; 
North American Accident Insurance 
Co., through Franklin Bruck Ad- 
vertising, ‘Sidney Walton Music,’ 
weekly quarter-hour program, three- 
week contract; and Transamerican 
News with Joe Bier,’ five-minute 
period three times weekly; Blue 
Moon Foods, Inc. (Blue Moon 
cheese), direct, ‘Bessie Beatty,’ quar- 
ter-hours program five-times weekly, 
52-week contract; L. E. Waterman 
(fountain pens), 
Dallas Reach, ‘Bessie Beatty,’ 52- 
week contract; Olson 
through Presba, Fellers & Presba, 


Inc., participation in ‘Ed Fitzgerald,’ | 


Six times weekly, six-week contract; 
Decorative Cabinet Corp. (E-Z-Do 
Products), through Reiss Advertising 
eight-week contract; 
Products Co., Inc. (Aspentone), ad- 
ditional quarter-hour period for Jo- 
hannes Steel, 44-week contract; 
General Baking Co., through Newell- 
Emmett Co., one-minute live an- 
nouncements for four days; Batha- 
Sweet Corp., through H. M. Kiese- 
wetter Advertising Agency, four 
tempature reports per week, 52-week 
contract; J. L. Prescott Co. (Dazzle), 
through Monroe F., Dreher, Inc., one- 
minute E. T.’s four times weekly, 13- 
week contract; Johnson & Johnson 
(Tek toothbrushes), through Sperry- 
Hanly Co. daytime station breaks, 
daily except Sunday, 1l-week con- 
tract; Perfection Stove Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, one-minute E. T.’s 
on ‘Farmer’s Digest,’ 16-week con- 
tract. 

WQXR: Classified Broadcast Ads, 
Inc., through Norman D. Furman, 
Inc, ‘Reward for Listening,’ half- 
hour program five times weekly; 
Stumpp & Walter Co., through Will- 
jam Irving Hamilton, Inc., ‘Garden 
Journal of the Air,’ five-minute peri- 
Od three times weekly; Seeman 


through Charles | 


Rug Co.,! 


Blackstone 


Boston, April 1. 
Brothers (White Rose Consomme! Business continued good here. 
Madrilene), through Charles W.| WNAC: I. J. Fox Furriers, series of 
Hoyt, temperature reports 21 times | . ; pe ipage 

weekly for five weeks; American | 36 one-minute transcriptions between 
Cigarette and Cigar Co., Inc. (Pall | 8:25-8:30 a.m. local news daily ex- 
Mall cigarettes), through Ruthrauff | cept Sunday, April 7-May 17, plus a 
& Ryan, Inc., two spot annonuce- | similar series following Yankee Net- 
ments daily, six days weekly; M. J.| work news daily except Saturday, at 





Mangan), through Morse Interna- | David Malkiel agency; H. P. Hood & 
tional, Inc. spot announcements | Sons, Inc. (milk and ice cream), ‘The 











San Antonio, April 1. 


Network totals took a decided 
drop this week as the Metropolitan | 
Opera broadcast sponsored by the 
Texas Co. bowed out over the NBC 
network. Other units remain at an 
even keel. 

George Johnson, general manager 
of KTSA, off on a biz trip to Dallas. | 
Cy Casper of St. Louis a visitor at 
KTSA. KABC’s Dave Young to 
Dallas to attend the regional Knox 
a os ey oS | Ruthrauff & Ryan; Little Tree Farms 

WOAI: Renewal, Galveston-Hous- | ‘American Forestry Co.), 52 100- 
ton Breweries, for Southern Select “ 
beer, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, for Saturdays preceding Yankee Net- 
one year of the noon newscasts by | Work news, April 5, 1941-March 28, 
| Henry Guerra, Monday through Sat- | 1942; Richfield Oil Corp. (gas and 


five days weekly for five weeks; The Original Yankee Swapper’ for a 
American Mercury, through Frank- | series of nine wall te og April 5 to 
lin Spier & Aaron Sussman, Inc., ten May 31, scheduled over WNAC 
spot announcements for one week. WEAN, 'WTAG, WFEA, Saturdays, 
6:30-7 p.m., renewal, through Harold 
Cabot; Johnson & Johnson (Tek 
FEENAMINT! HR toothbrushes), 55 30-word announce- 
? | ments, April 7 to June 20, through 
Ferry-Hanly; Ward Baking Co. (Tip 
Top bread), 312 30-word announce- 
QUIZ RENEWED ments, four daily except Sunday, 
March 21-June 19, through Sherman 
K. Ellis; Narragansett Racing Com- 
mission, 18 125-word participations 
in ‘Musical Rendezvous,’ April 9- 
April 29, through Chambers & Wis- 
well; Kelvinator Corp. (electrical 
equipment), 52 one-night transcrip- 
tions in ‘Musical Rendezvous,’ April 
|1-June 27, through Geyer, Cornell & 
Newell; The Moxie Co., 120 one- 
minute transcriptions following Yan- 
kee Network news at 8:13 am., 
|through Alley & Richards; Forty 
Fathom Fish Co. (Bay State Fishing 
Co.), 15 one-minute transcriptions 
following Yankee Network news at 
8:15 p.m., through Alley & Richards; 
Dodge Motors, seven 
transcriptions in ‘Musical Rendez- 





|urday; Studer Photo Co., renewal, |), 117 15-minute programs, April | 
'two announcements per day for one | 1-Dec. 27, Tuesday, Thursday, Satur- 


year, direct; F. Schumacher & Co.,; day, with Arthur Hale, renewal, 
|for Waverly Fabrics, through An- | through Hixson O’Donnell; Bayuk 


| derson, Davis & Platte, three 75- | Cigars, 78 15-minute programs, June , 


word announcements on the Leona | 30-Dec. 26, Monday, Wednesday, 
| Bender Women’s Page of the Air’; | Friday, WNAC, WEAN, 
| Dodge Division of the Chrysler| WTAG, WTIC, WLBZ, ‘Inside of 
|Corp., through Ruthrauff & Ryan, Sports’ with Jack Stevens, renewal 
seven one-minute announcements; | through Ivy & Ellington. 

|Dr. W. B. Caldwell & Co., for Dr. | 


Caldwell’s Laxative Senna, through | of 42 30-word cut-ins, April 6-May 





Sherman & Marquette, eight one- 16 36 one-minute transcriptions dur- | 


'minute announcements per week. \ing ‘Eight Bells’ program, Mondays 

KABC: Renewal of the Texaco through Saturdays, April 7-May 17, 
Star Reporter, Monday through Fri- 1g one-minute participations in news 
|day on the Texas State Network for | service, April 6-May 14, through 
ithe Texas Co.; renewal of Wythe payid Malkiel; Sharaf’s, Inc. (restau- 
| Williams commentary twice per rant), five 100-word participations in 
| week for 13 weeks over Mutual net- news service, April 14-18, through 
| work for American Safety Razor | navid Malkiel; First Federal Savings 
|Co., through Federal Advertising; & Loan Association, 17 100-word an- 
‘Double or Nothing’ for Feenamint | ,5uncements, extension, April 7-25, 
renewed through Wm. Esty, aired poremus & Co.: Little Tree Farms 
{for a half hour each Sunday through ‘American Forestry Co.), 156 100- 
|} the Mutual web; Sterchi Furniture word participations in news service, 


|Co., 30 spot announcements, direct; April 2, 1941-March 30, 1942; Clinton | 
San Antonio Seven Up Co., co- Clothing Mfg. Co., 20 100-word par- | 


|sponsorship of local baseball games, 
| through Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead; 
| Keller Ice Cream Co., five five- 
minute programs per week; Hora 
Nacional, new Mexican commercial 
|hour to be aired daily for one hour 
land a half; Askins Stores, announc- 
ing opening of the new Menter 
|Store, total of 34 anmnouncements; 
Interstate Theatres, two quarter- 
{hour programs and 10 spot an- 
nouncements heralding Paramount's 


ticipations in news service, March 
26-April 22, through Bresnick & 
Solomont: Boston Globe, two one- 
minute transcriptions in news serv- 
ice, March 27, through BBD&O; T. 
M. Sayman Products (soap and 
salve), 117 15-minute programs, 
‘Katherine Turney Garten,’ March 
31-Dec. 26, through Kelly, Stuhlman 
& Zahrndt; American Can Co. (Keg- 
lined), 52 30-minute programs over 


y y; ’ Colonial network stations WAAB, 
‘I Wanted Wings’ and one quarter- : 4 
|hour program for ‘The Amazing Mr. WELI, WSPR, WNBH, WATR, 
Smith’; Majestic Man’s Shop, one W SAR, WLLH, ’ WBRK, wcot 
announcement per day; Bendix WNLC, WSYB, W LNH, Mon vot "9 be 
Washing Machine, two announce- 8:30 p.m., April 7, 1941-March 30, 
| ments per day; Gaile Variety 1942, ‘The : Amazing Mr. Smith, 
|Stores, one announcement per day; featuring Keenan Wynn, pick-up 
|National Thrill Shows, eight an- | from Mutual, through Young & Rubi- 
| nouncements Friday and Saturday C@4m. 
WEEI: Little Tree Farms (Ameri- 


(29 and 30); Joske Bros. Store, total , 
of 20 spot announcements; Sol Frank can Forestry Co.), three five-minute 
Co., one transcribed spot per day. garden talks per week, through John 
— — 'C. Dowd, Inc.; John E. Cain (mayon- 
| Comparative Unit Count | | naise and condiments), three 50-word 
% of j|time signals per week, through 

March 29 March 22 change Chambers & Wiswell; Thompson’s 

Network ... 6,240 6,440 —3.1  Spa., Inc., 100-word participations in 








Local ...... 9,185 8,731 +5.2 EF. B. Rideout weather forecast, 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,820 1,815 +93 through Ingalls-Miniter; Thayer Mc- 
Total eee 17,245 16,986 +1.5 Neil Co. (women’s shoes), three five- 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, minute musical programs, ‘Foot 

KTSA, WOAI) Notes, per week, through Ingalls- 





| Miniter; Bowdoin Square Garage, 


. /100-word participations in E. B. 
Perennial Ex-Lax | Rideout weather service, through 
John C. Dowd, Ine.; Hi-Da-Way 





| (restaurant), one-minute announce- 
ment participations in Caroline 
1 Cahot ch j 2 i + 
Beth Black, time buyer for the Joe Cabot rc ph through L. a. 
,. , a ‘ e ey r Hawes; . Fox Furriers, one-minute 
| Katz agency, has been busy for the **4¥ ethan qahether enrages Pc centiag~ 
past week ironing out the details ; announcement participations, E. B 


It’s renewal time for Ex-Lax in the 
spot field. 





For Tip Top Bread! 


Breitenbach & Co, (Gude’s Pepto-/ 11:12 p.m. April 6-May 16, through | 


one-minute | 


vous,’ March 26-March 31, through | 


word announcements at 1:01 p.m. on | 


WICC, | 


WAAB: I. J. Fox Furriers, series | 


Avalon Cigarettes Sinatured For : 
1,820 Transcribed Spiels on KNX 


| Rideout weather service, through | 
David Malkiel; Reid Murdoch & Co., 
(Monarch foods and groceries), re- the past week, enough to show a plus 
newal of special daytime package of | in the total. Other units were on 
| time signals, for 52 .weeks, through | the down side, but not enough ‘te 
Rogers & Smith; Wm. Filenes Sons | cause any concern 

Co. (department store), three five-| KHJ: Bohemian Distributing Co, 
minute programs per week, through 26 half-hour periods, through Brise 
| John C. Dowd, Inc.;- J. L. Prescott | acher, Davis; Blackstone Products 
Co. (Dazzle Bleach, Shu-Milk, Bull- | 52 quarter-hour programs, through 
_dog Blue), one-minute daytime tran- Raymond Spector; Aubrey Lee, 18 
scriptions, through Monroe Dreher, , 4U@rter-hour programs, through 
Rae. | Lisle Sheldon; Burke’s Diamond Co, 


| 
| 








Los Angeles, April 1. 
Local biz showed the only gain 























| 312 announcements, through Sidney 
| Garfinkel; California Milling Co., 3@ 
| Spots, througt. Theodore Creamer; 
BLDG MANUAL Earl Carroll's nitery, 305 spots, 
® through Theodore Creamer; Kendall 
| Dog Food, 30 spots, through Scholtz 
| Adv.; Pope Laboratory, 52 announce- 
N ALL BALT ments, through Street & Finney. 
KNX: Avalon cigarettes, 1,820 an- 
nouncements, through Russel M. 
Seeds; Studebaker, 39 quarter-hour 
TATI periods. of ‘Champions,’ through 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham; 
Morton Salt, 60 participations in 
Fletcher Wiley combinatiun, through 
Blackett - Sample-Hummert; First 
Baltimore, April 1. | Federal Savings, 26 10-minute periods 
Nice spurt here, particularly in; of Bob Garred newscasts, through 
national spot count, which upped to- | Mayers Co.; Ford Dealers of South- 
tal units. All station buying by Si-| ern California, 21 time signals, 
'mon & Schuster for their home through McCann-Erickson; Calava 
‘building manual, and May Co., in | Growers, 12 participations in Wiley 
| advance of their ambitiously pro- | Combination. 
|moted May Day Sale, an imposing | , FI: Paul Hoffman (Studebaker), 
| Seaine. | one-minute transcriptions, through 
| WFBR: Simon & Schuster, through —— — —— > Final Co., 39 
| Northwest Radio, five minutes across Neues aria ry of Johnny 
the board; Gardner Nurseries oo, Talks it Over,’ through 
’ , ’| Heintz Pickering. 
through Northwest Radio, seven five-| KrCA: Coast Federal Savings, 15 
minute airings a week; Manhattan | participations in ‘Homer Griffith's 
| Soap Co., through Franklin Bruck, Scrapbook,’ through Robert Dennis; 
three quarter-hour news programs'|C, H. Baker shoes, 15/ one-minute 
a week; Peter Paul (Mounds candy | transcriptions, through Sidney Gar- 
_bars), through Platt-Forbes, three | finkel; Calavo Growers, 10 participa- 
five-minute news programs a week; | tions in Mildred Van's ‘House Party,’ 
| Griffin Mfg. Co. (shoe polish), | through Lord & Thomas; Paul Hoff- 
through Birmingham, Castleman &/}man (Studebaker), 3 one-minute 
Pierce, six quarter hours a week for transcriptions, through Dana Jones; 
a year. | Associated Druggists, 26 half-hour 
WCAO: Beech-Nut Packing, through | periods of ‘Little Red Schoolhouse,’ 
Newell-Emmett, 39 p.m. spots to be | through Sidney Garfinkel. 
used three a week; Simon & Schus- | | Comparative Unit Count | 
ter, through Northwest Radio, three % of 
| five-minute airings a week; Hendler o 
Ice Cream, through Jacob Moses, Network oo wy = 
seven spots a week; Finfera Flying | ; 9.4) 9.614 8.792 
: a | Real 2.200 R 792 +2.5 
Service, 100 a.m. clock announce- | naey Spot.. 1,422 1,488 aha 
ments. | Total ...... 23,554 23,423 +06 
WBAL: Simon & Schuster, through | (included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
Northwest Radio, three five-minute | KNX) 
airings a week; Gardner Nurseries, | Peat Saree 
through Northwest Radio, five min-! 
utes across the board; All State In- SAN FELICE CIGARS’ 
surance Co., through E. H. Brown, | 
36 early a.m. quarter-hour programs; | POLISH QUIZ ON WJBK 
Utz Potato Chips, through George 
Penniman, 101 announcements; Ex- 
Lax, through Jos. Katz, renewed 132 Detroit, April 1. 
one-minute announcements; Pitts- Strength continues to manifest 
burgh Institute of Aeronautics, | itself here, the Detroit group of six 
through Leon Golnick, 101 spots. stations rolling up some major gains 
ERE es ARS SR Se ea a last week in both local business and 
Comparative Unit Count | the national spot category. While 
% of |some of the buying was seasonally 
March 29 March 22 change | Short, hooked to the Easter shoppers, 





Network .... 9,150 9,070 49.9} more important from the station 
Local ...... 4,624 4,638 —o.3/| standpoint were the longer term 
Nat'l Spot. 2,038 1,873 +8.8 | contracts. — 

Total ...... 15.812 15,581 115 Latter buying, both locally and na- 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, | tionally, was taken as indicative by 
WFBR) | the sales staffs that the additions are 
| following in the wake of the big 


WSIX Sells Hillbillies: ;munitions orders for which plants 
on = , sail | here 


have been tooling up, and 
ag thie : Oo ete iri 
Baseball Pact Held Up which is expected to be pouring out 
; millions to workers as production 
Nashville, April 1. starts soaring within the next month 





Reubens Furniture Co. is latest lo-| or two. Few salesmen have been 
cal advertiser to take up a hillbilly | missing the important angle that De- 
show. A 15-minute six-day-a-wee troit is being flooded with ‘boomers,’ 
commitment is with WSIX for its; the area expected to tuck better 
Cowboy Songsters. than 100,000 to its povulation before 

WSIX baseball games broadcast | this summer is done. 
not been settled to date. Reason for WJBK: Cunningham Drug Stores, 
delay was death of Fay Murray, club | five-minute newscasts, 25 per week, 
owner. If and when station gets go| year’s renewal, through Simonse 
ahead signal from club, Holsum | Michelson Agency; Deisel-Wemmer- 


Bakers, sponsors last year, have an Gilbert Corp, San Felice Cigars, 
option on half the games. | half-hour ‘Polish Quiz,’ once weekly, 


| 13 weeks. 
DES MOINES IDLES 


WJR: Kroger Grocery & Baking 
Co., Tender-ray Beef, music and 
Brackets Show Little Change—Local | drama transcription, ‘Hearts and 
Units Best | Harmony,’ 15 minutes, five weekly, 

|52 weeks, Ralph H. Jones Agency. 
Des Moines, April 1. | WXYZ: Commercial Credit Com- 
Biz continues quiet here. Local) pany, 15-minute newscasts, three 
units mustered a bit of action, but weekly, 13 weeks, through O'Dea, 
not enough to boost the total appre- | Sheldon & Canaday Agency; Candler 
ciably. | Roofing Co., six spot announcements 

; weekly, 13 weeks. 














| Comparative Unit Count | 


‘ 











% of | | Comparative Unit Count | 

March 29 March 22 change | % of 

Network ... 7,730 7,971 —3 | March 29 March 22 change 
Local ...... 3,093 3,062 +1 |Network .. 9,484 9,7 —2.3 
Nat’l Spot.. 3,038 3,030 +0.3| Local...... 13,143 42,752 +- 3B. 
Tetel <.ss«. 13,861 14,068 © —1.5 Nat'l] Spot.. 4,594 4,475 +2.7 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) | Total ...... 27,221 26,937 +11 
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Public Service Broadcasts Waxed 
For Outside Re-Use Via Council 


=) 


Denver, April 1. 

Extension Division of the Univer- 
sity of Colorado has established a 
transcription library service which | 
will make recorded versions of | 
public service broadcasts available to) 
schools, clubs and other groups in 
the Rocky Mountain region. Idea) 
for the project came from the Com-| 
mittee on Use of Radio and Tran-| 
scriptions in Schools of the Rocky} 
Mountain Radio Council and the | 
services which will be operated un-| 
der the general supervision of the, 
Council, is supported by the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 

Library already has a catalog of 
150 discs whose subjects deal with 
news, medicine, Latin-American, de- | 
fense, government, and economic and | 
social problems. Included will be all) 
the 1940-41 broadcasts of the CBS’ 
‘School of the Air of the Americas,’ 
Groups using the service will be re-| 
quired to pay only the transportation 
and handling costs, 


| 
| 
} 











Mass. Broadcasters 
pose Regulation 
By State Laws 


a 


} 
Boston, April 1. 

Massachusetts radio stations are | 
opposing legislation for state to regu- 
late broadcasting. Harold E. Fellows, 
WEEI general manager and chairman 
of the Massachusetts State Broad- 
casters’ Committee spoke before a 
legislative committee considering 
two bills: 

(1) Extension of the laws relating 
to libel to cover radio broadcasts, 
whereby under a new statute the 
liability would be limited to the per- 





j 
| 


gon making the broadcast or his | 


agent. 

(2) Prohibition of liquor advertising 
over air. 

Frank W. Grinnell, secretary of the 
Massachusetts Judicial Council, and 
former Rep. Philip Bowker, 
Brookline, filed a radio libel bill of 
similar nature in the session of 1939. 

On the liquor advertising bill, in- 
troduced by Thomas McMahon, of 
Hyde Park, several ministers, execu- 


tives of civic and temperance leagues | 


spoke to taboo liquor on radio. Fel- 
lows said: 

‘This bill is discriminatory, unnec- 
essary, poorly drawn and not proper- 
ly within the province of State legis- 
lation. The effect would merely be 
to divert advertisers to newspapers, 
magazines, billboards, etc. It would 
not decrease the total amount of al- 
coholic beverage advertising, 
merely change the form of a very 
small portion of it. 

‘If there were no other reason to 
defeat it, this bill should be killed 
because it is special legislation gross- 
ly unfair to one of several competi- 
tive businesses.’ 

The following station representa- 
tives were present at hearings: A. S. 
Moffett, of WMAS, Springfield, and 
WLLH, Lowell; E. E. Hill, WTAG, 
Worcester; John Matthewson, WHDH, 
Boston; A. N. Armstrong, WCOP, 
Boston; Roy Harlow, Yankee and Co- 


Lawrence; David Jones and Van 
Sheldon, WESX, Lynn; Quincy 


Brackett, 
T. Dresser, WMEX. 


Dallas 100-Watter Plea 


Denied in Present Form | 


Dallas, April 1. | 

The application of the Chilton Ra- | 
dio Corp. of this city for a new ra- | 
dio station has been dismissed by 
the Federal Communications Com- | 
mission. Application of the Chilton | 


of | 


but | 





‘Referees and Razors’ 


Cleveland, April 1. 
Tie-ups become more and more 
involved. A WHK _ program, 
‘Referees and Razors,’ has Jack 
Craney and Pinky Hunter of the 
staff assigned to interview bar- 
bers and customers at shop in 
WHK building on the subject of 
baseball for the benefit of IT.S. 
rubber heels. 
Rubber heel dealers will get 
free shaves and a chance to mas- 
ter mind the Cleveland Indians. 








Westinghouse Has 
Separate Operating 


Corp. for Stations 





Philadelphia, April 1. 

Westinghouse has set up a wholly- 
owned subsidiary, Westinghouse Ra- 
dio Stations, Inc., for the operating 
of all its broadcasting properties. 
Stations included are KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh; KYW, Philadelphia; WBZ, 
Boston; WBZA, Springfield; WOWO- 
WGL, Fort Wayne, Ind.; the Bos- 
ton international shortwave station, 
WBOS; and the two F-M outlets, 
W1XK, Boston, and W1XSN, Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Officers of the new operating set- 
up are G. H. Bucher, prez; M. W. 
Smith and Walter Evans, v.p.’s; C. 
W. Pomeroy, secretary; L. H. Lund, 
assistant secretary; and L. W. Lyons, 
treasurer, Lee B. Wailes heads the 
executive staff, which includes Jo- 
seph E. Baudino, technical manager; 
George Harder, publicity and adver- 
tising manager; Gordon Hawkins, 


| program supervisor; and E. P. Nel- 


son, manager of international short- 
wave activities. 


BROMO QUININE 





J. Walter Thompson agency is 
working on a heavy campaign in 
Bromo-Quinine’s behalf for the fall. 
It is still in the process of lining up 
stations. 

Same agency is also going in for 


wide expansion of Shell spot place- | 
one-minute | 


ments, using five and 
transcriptions. Time buying is done 
locally or through agency. Contracts 
are for 13 weeks and up. 


WECI Joins Colonial 


Boston, April 1. 





WFCI in 
R. I., joins the Colonial network as 
20th link on April 5, President John 
Shepard, 3rd, of network, announced 
last week. 


Station will carry Mutual pro- 
| grams also. It is operated by Frank 
|Crook, Pawtucket business man, 


with Paul Oury as general manager 
and Ted Allen, commercial man- 
ager, 

Station operates on 1000 watts day 
and night on 1420 K. 


| 


| 


READYING FOR ’41-42 


Pawtucket-Providence, | 


300 Entries for Ohio State Awards 


lonia! networks; I. E. Rogers, WLAW, | 


COMMISSION SUIT 
OVER WMCA’S SALE 


Alexander J. Jacoby seeks $117,500 
“om Knickerbocker’ Broadcasting 
‘o., Inc., and Donald Flamm, former 
}owner of WMCA, N. Y., and $21,250 
| from Emile Z. Weinberger. Defend- 
| ants filed on Wednesday (26) in the 


| 


} 


| 
| 


iN. Y. supreme court for a bill of 
|particulars which was argued yes- | 
‘terday (Tuesday). Action claims 
| breach of agreement to pay com-| 
|missions for securing a purchaser 
| for Knickerbocker, which operates | 


|WMCA, N. Y. 

| Plaintiff claims he entered into an 
| agreement with Flamm in June, 1935, 
ito secure a purchaser, and to receive 
5% on any amount up to $1,500,000, 
land 10% over $2,000,000. Weinberger 
was to act as broker with him and 
split the commissions. He alleges 
that a purchaser was secured who 
would have bought WMCA for 
$1,500,000 but Flamm declined. Dam- 
ages of $75,000 are asked on this 
count, and Weinberger is made a de- 
fendant for refusing to join as a/| 


| plaintiff, 
In 1941 Weinberger secured Ed- 
ward J. Noble who bought the sta- 


tion for $850,000. Plaintiff states he 
is entitled to $42,500 on this transac- 
tion which should be split with Wein- 
berger, and seeks $21,250 from the 
latter for failing to split with him. 
Answer is a general denial of all 
charges. 


Ease FM Need 
To Give Full 

















Starting Service 





Washington, April 1. 





ing to FM stations was okayed last 
lweek by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission in order to ‘stimu- 
late development’ in certain areas. 


Relaxation of certain rules pertain- | 


Washington, Houston, St. Louis and | 


Kansas City were mentioned as cities 
which, temporarily, will be allowed 
to serve less than the basic trade 
|area but ‘at least the metropolitan 
| district of the city in question.’ Spe- 
cial showing will be necessary for 
|such authorizations, it was pointed 
| out, and grants will be subject to the 
condition that the Commish may in 
|the future require the licensee to 
| serve the entire basic trade area. 
Three frequencies presently allo- 


| General Foods (Post Toasties). 


cated for cities with a population of | 


less than 25,000 were made available 
to stations in ‘cities having a greater 


to metropolitan districts having a 
population greater than 1,000,000.’ 

In addition, it was indicated that 
the Commish would reserve ‘three 
such channels for communities out- 





trade area ,.. although under Sec- 
tion 3,226 (b) of the Rules Il 
channels are available for any par- 
| ticular basic trade area.’ 





Augusta, Ga.—C. H. Canafax and 
| J. M. Smedley are new additions to 
WGAC's sales staff. Loren L. Wat- 


Jr., formerly with 


| son, 
|} to a special news assignment. 


WSPR, Springfield; Allan) Entrance Fee No Deterrent—Judges Begin Weeding 


of Discs 


Columbus, April 1. 

Twelfth Annual Institute for Ed- 
ucation by Radio, sponsored by the 
Ohio State university, will be held 
this year May 4-5-6-7 at the Deshler 
Wallick hotel. Preliminary judges 
went to work this week on some 300 
entries in the Fifth American Exhibi- 





KGLO UPS EVERYTHING 
INCLUDING THE RATES 
| 





Mason City, Ia., April 1. 
Station KGLO, local CBS outlet, | 


group and an application by V. O.| tion of Radio Programs, one of the | began operation Saturday (29) under 


Stamps were received at the same 
time. Both requested 1370 kilo- 
cycles with a power of 100 watts at 
unlimited time. A consolidated hear- 
ing was to be held but in the mean- 
time Stamps died. The Chilton 
group applied for and petitioned the 
FCC to reconsider and grant its 
plea. 

FCC requested the Chilton group 
to amend its request and to specify 
a new frequency. An amendment 
was filed and then dismissed. 


aie SSeS" 
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| outstanding features of the Institute. 
|Inasmuch as an entry fee was 
| charged for first time the fact that 
_ the number of entries top all past ex- 
| hibitions is particularly impressive. 

Finalist judges will be: Philip 


Cohen, Chief of the Radio Project, | the only major network outlet within | Waltham Fountain Pens 
Washington; !a radius of 125 miles. 


| Library of Congress, 
Paul C. Reed, Director Department 
of Radio and Visual 


Northwestern university, 


| power of 1,000 watts day and night, 
|an increase from its former power of 
250 watts. Owned and operated by 
the Mason City Globe-Gazette; it is 
| the only station in Mason City and 


Effective April 15, the rate sched- | Ward Baking 
Education, | ule will be revised. Basic rate will Ward Baking 
‘Rochester (N.Y.) Board of Education, | be $125 per night time hour, instead | L. E. Waterma 
and Parker Wheatley, Radio Director, | of the present rate of $100 per night | Wilson & Co. 
Evanston. 


time hour. 


WIS, Co- | 
lumbia, is doubling from publicity | 


population located in and adjacent | 


side the principal city of the basic | 


———T 





PULSE OF AMERICAN RADIO 
(As Exemplified by the VARIETY Sample) 


¥ % of Change 
Compared to— 
LAS 








T YEAR 
WEEK AGO 
NETWORK > + ee —1% +15°% 
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NATIONAL SPOT . . 
tL se C$¥C, 


+1% +4% 














41% +8°% 
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: Active National Accounts : 


a A Oe At fp i i et Et tn 





a 
ACCOUNT AGENCY TIME PURCHASES 
| Absorbene .......... veesesvens Ross-Gould .............-Announcements 


American Cigarette & Cigar 
CORE DOO sibbeeciecsccetes Ruthrauff & Ryan........Announcements 
American Encylcopedia ....... First United Broadcasters........ ly Hours 
American Mercury ............ Franklin Spier & Aaron Sussman 
Announcements 


Axton-Fisher Tobacco Corp, ..McCann-Erickson .,............. 1, Hours 
Bank of America ............. Ceres Geert, «ics veces ss Announcements 
re ree re H. M. Kiesewetter..Temperature Reports 
Beech-Nut Packing ........... Newell-Emmett ......... .--Chain Breaks 
Beech-Nut Packing ........... Newell-Emmett ...........Station Breaks 
M. J. Breitenbach (Gude’'s 

Pepto Mangan) ............. Morse International ,,.....Announcements 
Calavo Growers of California.. Lord & Thomas ............ Participations 
Campbell Cereal Co........... eae Announcements 
Campbell Cereal (Malt-O-Meal)H. W. Kastor............. Announcements 
mee PAW Beever CeO. ...ic aes BO As DOVINO 6 icssiccscevs Announcements 
Charms Co, (Charm Pops)..... SE IN as soak dreidigaclga aa ates 10-Mins 
Chemicals, Inc. (Vano) ....... Botsford, Constantine & Gardner 


Participations 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet .Ward Wheelock ........./ Announcements 
Cudahy Packing ‘ge, OMEN cnaskcsiaesnos Chain Breaks 
D. L. & W. Coal Co. Ruthrauff & Ryan ...cccccccgees 1g Hours 
Dubble Bubble Gum ..........N. W. Ayer ..........c0000/ Announcements 
Durkee Famous Foods .........C. Wendel Muench........Announcements 
WOTG TEGOPS ines scas. peeves MOCCANN-BFICKSON sesccces Announcements 
Fred Fear & Co. (Chick Chick 

& Presto Easter Egg Dyes).,Menken Adv. ..... cteoesess se arelepetions 
Flamingo Nail Polish ,......., Milton Weinberg Announcements 


ROMROTG BOM CO, co cicccesicsccce Jasper, Lynch & Fishel ..Announcements 
General Baking . Newell-Emmett .......... Announcements 


.Benton & Bowles...............% Hours 

eee, WEEE oko bbe viewers mes Fe. Ws ROOF. os vs seoeees Announcements 
| Gordon Baking (Roman Meal 

MOU Nika ira hc bwireawes Bartan A. BieoOMSsck oiiseccavedes 5-Mins. 
Gordon Baking (Silver Cup 

MN ra cekcde cane bobbie ce Barton A. BtOsOwSs 66 iosics cei .5-Mins 
| Hartz Mountain Products pv GeO BERTIE -“Garsiaves sob iiieesu \% Hours 
Johnson & Johnson (Tek 

WOOCHOPUBGMOS) 6..cSeccicven Ferry-Hanly ....... eee ee Announcements 
Serer eee Kenyon & Eckhardt....... Station Breaks 
LT) BE eee eee Kenyon & Eckhardt......Announcements 
Kellogg Co. (All Bran) ......... b. WOLOP ZOOMPGON 2isccesceces ¥ Hours 
ne errr ee reer eres Kenyon & Eckharat...... Announcements 
Ne ere ne a Young & Rubicam........ Announcements 
Marlin Firearms (razor blades). Craven & Hedrick........ Announcements 


| Nehi Corp. (Royal Crown Cola). BBD&O 





Mason, Au & Magenheimer 
(Mason Mints, Black Crows). 
Meadowgold Ice Cream 


Applied Merchandising, 
¥, Hours 


Announcements, 


eee Leon Golnick .,............Participations 

SN tb ibcatbesdeadescecus Se rare Time Signals 
John Morrell (Red Heart Dog 

oo I ee Henri, Hurst & McDonald Announcements 


Teer y Te Announcements, 5-Mins. 
North American Accident 
Insurance ....., oe ..++ee. Franklin Bruck ...... ..-..5 Mins, % Hours 
|Nu Enamel .......... ..Wm. Blair Baggaley...... Announcements 
O-Cedar Corp. ........ oe oe re Announcements 
Detceeedies Be .. Presba, Fellers & Presba....Participations 
| Peter Paul (Mounds) . Platt-Forbes ..............-Announcements 
Perfection Stove Co.. McCann-Erickson ........ Announcements 
| Pond’s Face Cream .... .J. Walter Thompson...... Announcements 
| Quaker ae .Sherman & Marquette........... 44 Hours 
| Quaker Rugs ...... =e EY Schavibsacetsadievesnace % Hours 
| Quaker State Oll Cc Kenyon & Eckhardat...... Announcements 
Reader's Digest oS ee ey Announcements 
ad, Ee MOIR TRIGA 6 éseskccaccc Announcements 
| Royal Crown Cola ......... LEER 0:15.05. 01605b.0 0.5 EO4S 5S ORO‘ 5-Mins. 
| Safeway Stores ............0005 J. Walter Thompson...... Announcements 
OS ere Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrndt...... 44 Hours 
Seeman Bros. (White Rose Con- 
somme Madrilene) ,......... Charles W. Hoyt....Temperature Reports 
Seiberling Rubber ............ Meldrum & Fewsmith........... % Hours 
_. § SS re eee Raymond Keane .......e0...00+-¥% Hours 
2 are ..J. Walter Thompson .....Announcements 
Southern Pacific Railroad...... Lord & Thomas ............see- 1g Hours 
| Studebaker Corp.’............. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham % Hours 
Sweetheart Soap .............. Franklin Bruck..... siecenseen Sour News 
.. . 2. Saree J. Walter Thompson......Announcements 
Swift & Co. (Vigoro) ......... J. Walter Thompson ......Announcements 
Union Pacific Railroad ....,... RIPE Os. 4 o50b a6 dae esses Announcements 
United States Lines ........... J. Walter Thompson. .Participations, 
Time Signals 
| U. S. Playing Card Co........ .J. Walter Thompson......Announcementa 
Walker Remedy Co. ........., Weston-Barnett ..........Announcements 
ene . United Adv. ............5 Mins, % Hours 
| Waltham Pen Co............... United Adv. ..... $6660 ¥006e05nes lg Hours 
ie Le TTT Tees Sherman K. Ellis .......... Chain Breaks 
Peeeedeur’eysees Sherman K. Ellis..........Station Breaks 
n (fountain pens)Charles Dallas Reach............ 4 Hours 
(Ideal Dog Food)U. S. Advertising............... 5-Mins 
| Wm. H. Wise (books)..... »ss..Northwest Radio 5-M 


eee eee eer eee eee eaed 
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Coast Band Marks Tumble to Kyser’s | 
$47,000 on Seven One-Night Stands 





Hollywood, April 1. 

Leaving behind a trail of records 
through the northwest, Kay Kyser 
and his band are ‘tack in Hollywood 
for a breather before setting out on 
another tour of one-nighters through 
Texas and intermediate points. In- 
take of coin and attendance figures 
chalked up by Kyser’s crew are un- 
heard of in this section of the 
country. 


— 
| 
} 


| 
| 


In seven one-night stands Kyser | 


played to 37,035 payees for a total 
take of around $42,000. Topping the 
tour for coin and turnout were the 
figures at Vancouver. Scaled up to 


| 


$2, the auditorium was packed with | 


6.200 customers, who paid $9,136. 
Kyser’s share was over $5,000, which 
is believed to be some kind of an 
all-time record. Bandman’s cut 
ranged from 60 to 70% at all stops. 


Tour was initiated at a concert 
in Civic Auditorium, Portland, Ore., 
March 21, to 4,200, who paid 55c ta 
$1.65. That night the band moved 
out to Jantzen Beach for a pickup 
of $4,422 from 4,622 hoofers. Kyser’s 
take on the day was $5,300. 

Next stop was Spokane’s, Wash., 
where 4,877 packed Natatorium Park 
at $1 a head. Phil Harris’ old record 
of $2,737 was left far behind. Se- 
attle’s Trianon yielded $5,640 from 
as many paid admishes at $l. The 
old record was bettered by $1,352. 
Another high was set at the audi- 


torium in Bellington, on the border, | 


where $2,080 overfiowed 
This is considered sensational biz 
inasmuch as war restrictions pre- 
vented Canadians from crossing int 
this country for the hop. However, 
the Vancouverites had their 
later as attested by their 
turnout. Tacoma (Century 


the till. 


record 
ball- 


| 


| 





| 


| 
} 
| 
} 


night | 


room) helped swell the week's total | 
with $4,278, realized from 3,423 ad- | 
missions at $1.25 a head. Two dances 


at Univegsity of Oregon at Eugene 
netted $5,256 from 6,006 paid. 


$9,136 in Vancouver 
Vancouver, April 1. 
Kay Kyser set Vancouver record 
at Forum Thursday (27) when 6.200 
paid for terrific gross of $9,136 at 
$1.50-$2. Maestro was made 
of the city for the day. 


MRS. KRAMER DELAYS 
UNTIL AFTER EASTER 


Mrs. Maria Kramer will shut down 
the dining rooms in the Lincoln and 
Edison hotels, New York, during 
Holy Weekend. Lincoln’s room shuts 
for two days on Holy Thursday and 
Good Friday and the Edison su- 
spends for just the latter day. They’ll 
be open each night for dinner only. 
Reason for the rooms going dark 
is that Tony Pastor’s band, now at 
the Lincoln, pulls out April 9, day 
before Holy Thursday and Mal Hallet 
at the Edison exits the following day. 
Operator figures there’s no point in 
bringing in replacement bands to 
open on nights when poor business 
can be expected Blue Baron re- 
places Hallet, but the band to follow 
Pastor at the Lincoln has not been 
set. 


SUES WESTERN UNION 


Musician Alleges Non-Delivery of 


Telegram Cost Him Jeb 
Cleveland, April 1. 

Because of a lost telegram, which 

he Claims cost him a $70 per week 


job, John Popa, saxophonist, is suing , 


Western Union Telegraph Co. for 
$7,866 damages. Case was transferred 
from his home-town of Canton, O., 
to Cleveland by the Stark County 
common pleas court. 

Bandsman’s petition says that he 
Was auditioned by Ted Fio-Rita last 
year and told to report for work 
Jan. 8. On Jan. 4, he says, the band- 
Master wired him to join his outfit 
in Chicago immediately. Telegram 
Was not delivered by Western Union, 
charges Popa, who reported to the 
Windy City Jan. 7 as per original in- 
structions only to find job had been 
filled by a Chicago musician. & 

Sax-tooter is asking $50 for trans- 
portation expenses, $16 for hotel bill, 
$20 for meals in Chicago, $280 for 
tour weeks’ unemployment and 


27,500 punitive damages. 





Muggsy Spanier’s New 
Bunch to Consolidated 


Muggsy Spanier’s new band, 
rehearsal for the past week, 
been signed to Consolidated Radio 
Artists for bookings. No job has 
been set for the band as yet. 


Men who will man the new group 
are: Ralph Kessler, Jerry Brooks, 
Frankie Bruno, trumpets; Tommy 
Rio, Vernon Brown, trombones; 
George Koenig, Nick Ciazza, George 
Berg, Larry Molinelli, Benny Good- 
man (sic), saxes; Mel Powell, piano; 
Bob Casey, bass; George Wettling, 
drums. Dean Kincaid is doing ar- 
rangements. 





in 





JUKEBOX TARIFF 


LOOMS IN 
MASS. 


Boston, April 1. 


Jukeboxes would be taxed $50 
each under proposed bill of Rep. 
Francis W. Nyhan, of Roxbury. 
far no opposition to the bill. 

Nyhan claimed, ‘these electrical 
phonographs are each grabbing a 
minimum of $50 weekly in the poor- 
est locations and even more in bet- 


Coin Films Invade Delivery of Contracts Held Up For 


Boston, April 1. 
This section is becoming excited 
over influx of coin film-machines 
with rivalry already setting in since 
some machines take nickels and 


| others dimes. 


Casa Manana was first night club 


| to install one in lobby, while a few 


has | 


restaurants and taverns were quick 
to follow. 

Roosevelt-Mills ‘Soundies’ wil 
have to hurdle obstacle of electric 
current before placing machines in 
downtown Boston, which operates 


|on direct current, while the boxes 








So | 


require A. C. 


Local newspapers gave much free | 


space to Cleveland Circle Grill, 
Brookline, for its ‘Phono-Vision’ out- 
fit. 


Pennsylvania Demands 
Band Bookers Take Out 





State Licenses Pronto. 


Philadelphia, April 1. 

Anthony C. Sharkey, state agent 
in charge of enforcement of the 
booking licensing law, last week 
tackled a new field in his campaign 
against illegal ten-percenters. This 
time Sharkey’s target is band-book- 
ing and observers say he is running 
head-on with the age-old franchis- 
ing system of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

Sharkey teed off by sending a iet- 
ter to Ray H. Hartenstein, operator 
of the Sunnybrook Ballroom, Potts- 
town, Pa., which books leading name 
bands through the big New York 
offices. The letter warned Harten- 


| stein that unless he booked through 


ter spots, so that their owners could | 


afford one doliar week aS 
taxes.’ 

He stated that hundreds of musi- 
cians have been put out of work by 
the machines. 


per 


Eddie Sherman Sets 


mayor | 


Dorsey, Lombardo, 
Others at Steel Pier, A.C. 


Steel Pier, Atlantic City, booked 
by Eddie Sherman out of New York, 


has already set its name attractions 
for all the holidays this coming sea- 
son. 

Tommy Dorsey's orch and John 


Boles will co-headline Easter Sun- 
day (13); Guy Lombardo’s orch will 
so in May 30, with Benny Goodman 
the following day to tafe care of the 


Decoration Day weekend; Orrin 
Tucker-Bonnie Baker are set for 
July 4, with Jimmy Dorsey for July 
5-6, while Glenn Miller’s crew will 


| play the three-day Labor Day week- 


end Aug. 30-Sept. 1. 
TL AAA AAAAAAAAAAAA aad 


In the Wax Works ; 


PEHOS ALO 4446645 °4*44440% 


+ 
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(VARIETY eack week will list mate- 
rial currently being recorded by va- 


rious bands to familarize readers 
with numbers awaiting release. 
Tunes listed below were recorded 
during the past week Only those 
hyphenated are to be coupled on re- 
lease. Others are not definite.) 

Andrews Sisters D ‘Mu 
Makers’ (special lyrics by D Raye) 

Jimmy Dorsey Decca ) Green 
Eyes’-‘Maria Elen; My Sister an 
I, ‘Things’ I Love,’ ‘Once and fo! 
All, ‘Minnie from Trin 


Ella Fitzgerald (Decca), ‘My Man,’ 
‘Keep Cool, Fool,’ 
Mousie,’ ‘You Took Advantage 
Me,’ ‘I Got a New Kind of Love.’ 

Benny Goodman (Columbia), ‘In- 
termezzo.’ ‘Amapola,’ ‘Fiesta in Blue 
‘Cherry.’ 


‘Melinda’ the 


of 


Sammy Kaye (Victor), ‘Daddy,’ 
‘Friendly Tavern Polka,’ ‘North of 
South Carolina,’ ‘Two 


Pass in the Nigl 


aN isiit. 


Hearts That 
Frankie Masters (Okeh), ‘Dolores- 
‘Youre in Army Now. 
Vaughn Monroe (Bluebird), *‘Mu- 
sic Makers.’ ‘Somewhere in England, 
‘Goodbye Now, ‘Vesti la Giubba. 
Tommy Tucker 
You,” ‘Number 10 
‘Dog House Polk: 


Worry Anymore, Jenny : 


the 


‘Okeh), ‘I 
Lullaby ‘ 
No Use ti 


‘Taint 


| they’re 


licensed Pennsylvania bookers 
would be held liable and would be 
charged with ‘aiding and abetting a 
law violation.’ 

Similar warning letters were sent 
to other ballrooms and night spots 
which employ out-of-town bands. 

Said Sharkey: ‘These offices think 
that an A.F.M. franchise gives them 
the right to book in this state, and 
badly mistaken. I'll haul 
in every violator that I find and I'll 
press the charges to the limit. That 


| means everyone that’s a party to it— 


the bookers, the bandleader and the 


‘one hiring them.’ 


Up to now Sharkey had concen- 
trated his fire on agents booking per- 
formers. 
to be exempted under the state stat- 
ute. 


BIG, NEW BALLROOM 
SETS BARON, BUSSE 


Minneapolis, April 1. 
New $250,000 Prom ballroom, mid- 
way St 


Paul and just opened, will book at 








between Minneapolis and 


least one name band a week, accord- 


ing to present plans. It already has 


Blue Barron for April 2; Henry 
Busse, April 11, and Cab Calloway, 
April 23. 


Ballroom’s 1,200 square feet dance 
floor is largest between Chicago and 
west coast and next to the Trianon 
in the Windy City. Only soft drinks 
are served at its 72-foot bar. 


For its opening ballroom had two 


bands, Paul Moorhead from Omaha, 
and Royce Stoenner from Kansa: 
City. Carl J. Fox is the owner and 
Earl Harding the resident manager 


Postmaster and Ballroom Operator =: 


That’s Just Part of the Business Enterprise of Earl 
Manning at Burress, Nebraska 


Lincoln, Neb., April 1. 

In most operations of ballroom 
advertising is almost as big an item 
as the band. One operator who has 
this charge sati whipped is 
Earl L who has the 1] 


fants . , 

larg factorily 
smaii 

+ | 2 rr 

town ada 5urress, 


Manning, 
neery in Nebraska 
Manning has a fin ery- 
He has a filling station, ga 
age, general merchandising store, 


and is the village postmaster, in add- 


ger in e\ 


Lilifie 


ition to his stomp parlor biz. In 
other words. he retails to the coun- 
tryside its food, its automobiles, (its 
gas and oil, gets out the mail, and 
delivers the weekly goodtimes. 

But the ad situation is intriguins 


EEE 


| 


h | head man, again found himself at 
e | 


‘signing a 


3and-booking was thought | 


Better Offer (Maybe), or So Do 
Theatre Bookers Think of MCA 


7 ~ 





Theatre 


| expressing 


bookers in New York are 


dissatisfaction with 


Campus Best Sellers 


(WILLIAMS COLLEGE) 


the 


| continued practice of Music Corp. of 


: America in delaying the signaturing 
; of contracts for name bands up to 

Williamstown, Mass., April 1. | se 
the last minute. Bookers claim 


Six best record sellers on this | . 
MCA’s purpose is to hold out for the 


campus: te 
+ ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). | Possibility of a better booking co.n- 
2.‘Oh, Look At Me Now’ | ing along. 

(Tommy Dorsey). | Theatre band-buyers meanwhile 


jare held out on a limb, not knowing 
at times whether a band is deiinitely 


man). 
4. ‘Perfidia’ (Jimmy Dorsey). | booked until only two or three days 
| before the actual opening. Advertis- 


5. ‘Dolores’ (Tommy Dorsey). | 


; / 3 , |ing and publicity are often held up 
: 6. ‘Anvil Chorus’ (Glenn Mil- |as a result, and there have been 
er). 


|} times when the bookers were faced 
' . . 
| with getting a substitute atiraction 


lat the last minute—because MCA 

P LE |had spotted the orch more ad- 
vantageously in some other spot. 

Bookers claim MCA is the only 

band agency maintaining such a 

TIFFS WITH practice. It’s pointed out that this 

resulted in the brief but violent 

peeve against MCA by Warner Bros. 

some time ago, with the circuit 

CAMPUS barring MCA bands from its theatres 

for a time because Orrin Tucker's 

and Horace Heidt’s bands were ‘sold 

: : time WB claimed that MCA, among 

aAneoin, Hee.. April 1. other things, stalled the bookings 

R. H. Pauley, Turnpike Casino | and incited competitive bidding until 

'it received better offers elsewhere. 


away’ from the Strand, N. Y. At that 


3. ‘Bewitched’ (Benny Good- 

















odds with collegiates this week when, 
Woody 
Herman (30), nearly six weeks away, 


contract for 





he was jumped by Joyce Ayres, of 
the Student Union, who said that | 
would run afoul of the booking of | 
Ray Noble for a student anniversary | 
that night. 

Pauley had already given the Uni- | 
versity agreement to stay away from | 
the five major party nights of the 
school year, so the kids would have 
a chance to come out on the names 
which come to them with prices 
hopped double as a rule. This new 
squawk asks a pullout for a sixth 
night, and he’s cold shouldering. 

Ayres says Noble is coming for 
$1,250 to the school job. which, oddly 
enough, won’t be held at the student 
union building at all, but in the coli- 
seum. He was offered to Pauley at 
a pre-haggle price for the same date 


Consolidated Radto Artists is mak- 
ing bid for radio scripts from either 
pro or amateur authors 


which 


may 
lend themselves to revision whereby 
bands can be tied in for commercial 
airers. New department for script 
| analysis has been started in Chicago 
offices of CRA, headed by Barbara 


Anthony, former  publishin house 


at $800, which Pauley is using to . 
ro $800, . ‘ reader, and staff of five. 
illustrate what he means by being . , 
ie . ‘ CRA chiefly interested 
able to save money for the schoo] if!. ‘al 2 that t 
ing scrip SAOWS lat Can ve ul 
he were allowed to book their dates | 478 SCP". ; a . , ; peer 
i lusicals 6 ay % buile 
for them. nto musica yu m . 11SO i 
oe | dramatic programs for radio on occa- 
ion where suitable scripts are dis- 
NEW CARL J. FOX  Displa 
. Display space is being used cur- 
rently by CRA in Saturday Review 
BALLROOM OPENING ct Literature, writer's Digest and 
Author and Journalist inviting 
a ©, scripts for analye@is on a fee basis. 


Minneapolis 

New $150,000 ‘Prom’ 
cated midway between Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, opened March 26 with 


. April 1. 


ballroom, lo- 


Ft. Worth Spot Reopens 


two bands—Paul Moorhead from With Kyser April 19 
Omaha and Royce Stoenner from Fort Wort = 
oy i & = ort Worth April 1 
Kansas City. Admission, 55c per Lake Worth Casino will open iis 
person, 15th annual season Saturday, April 
Ballroom is owned by Car] J. Fox, | 19. kicking off with Kay Kyser's 
Sioux Falls, S. D., who also has de! orchestra Since last > nm the 
luxe ballrooms in other spots Earl | Casino, formerly known ; Casino 
Harding from the Surf, Clear Lake, | Park on Lake Worth, went through 
Ia., will be resident manager yankruptcy All conce 
tne | IK ere 
Du r r r 
mprovea tor the ope I s 
George Smith, former Casino 
anager, in charge 
Kyser musicians on the same af- 
tern¢ Vill play a co 
nicipal A itor ( ( 
Matinee admission will be 75e 
and $1—night $1.50 per pez 
Kyser’s other engagements of the 
Southwest are: El Paso, April 17: 


Dallas, April 20; Houston. Apri! 22; 


to most operators who look in on College Station, April 23; Austin, 
him. He uses only one kind—direct April 24; Amarillo, April 25 d 
mail. His plugs “on bands go out Pulsa, Okla., April 26 

each time to 800 addresses in hi The band will leave Los Angeles 


Wednesday, April 16, for the South- 
wesiern tour. 


territory, and he usually has 


his hall} 


filled. 


Direct mail may be costly to most « 7 ¥ 
ballroomers, but it’s a cinch for Man- 0K f R F d Ma t] 
ning. His postoffice is one of the ecie neps rre arin 
fourth class variety, for which pay- ~—- 
ment to the postmaster for his serv- F. C. (Corky) O'Keefe returned to 
ices is on the basis of stamp can- New York Monday (31) from the 
cellations at that office. Coast with a contract making him 
In other words, he can do al] the | Freddie Mertin’s personal manrger 
direct mailing he wants, and at the Martin’s band is currently at the 
end of every month, Uncle Sam re- Cocoanut Grove, Los Angele and 
turns him the money in alary.|it will remain there until Sept 
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Bands at Hotel b. O. 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done bu name bands in warious New York hotels 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rate 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 


Clyde Lucas .....Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 0 
Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)............ 
Lani MclIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50).... 


Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 
Jimmy Dorsey... Pennsylvania (500; 


Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)... .....+.. 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. + Four days. 


d. Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Played Week Ou Date 
5507 550 
10 1,200 12,850 
10 1,275 12,175 | 
vieeese ee 1,050 30,825 
7$e-$1.50).ccccee 13 1,450 21,200 
15e-$1.50).. 20. 9 2,375 24,725 
25 675 12,025 


floor show, although the band is the | 





Band Reviews 





CLAUDE THORNHILL ORCH. (16) 
With Betty Ciaire, Dick Harding, 

Bob Jennty 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 

Me Be 

This is pretty ‘advanced’ stuff. 
Thornhill has poured into the moulds 
of old and new tunes alike a burst- 
ing richness of arrangements that 
makes his band stand out like a sore 
thumb. Its playing of them marks 
the outfit as one of the best bands 
currently available and labels the 
16-piece combo as the best new 
group to show its stuff in a long, 
long time. It shows more taste and 
musical appeal in five minutes on 
the stand than most of the present 
bands do in an evening. 


Just about a year old, with most 
of its early days spent on the coast, 
Thornhill’s group dishes up a menu 
of interesting and danceable ar- 
rangements. There are no. lulls 
while this outfit is on the stand. 
Every minute brings something to 
further solidify the impression the 
band has the markings of future suc- 
cess. And its playing keeps pace 
with the musical embroidery 
dreamed up by its leader. 

Each section is solidly manned. 
Band is made up of four saxes, two 
clarinets, one played by Irving Fa- 
zola, who’s due to stay here instead 
of going to Muggsy Spanier’s new 
outfit; three trumpets, two 
bones and the usual four rhythm 
headed by Thornhill’s piano. With 
such instrumentation it’s no wonder 
the band sounds exceptionally full. 
Apparently the group has been ex- 
tensively rehearsed. It’s sharply 
clean in all sections. 

Thornhill seems to have covered 
all tempoes and types of music in 
laying out the crisp and fresh stuff 
in his books. Band shifts easily 
from free and easy dance tempoes 
to hot driving swing to sub-toned 
waltzes and slowly played standards 
dominated by the leader’s piano. His 
keyboard runs and breaks stud each 


work, hanging a recognizable mark | 
Another brand is the 


on the outfit. 
unison clarinets, used apart from the 
saxes. 

Betty Claire, sister of Bobby 
Byne’s singer, Dick Harding for bal- 
lads and Bob Jenney, Jack Jenney’s 
brother, also a trombonist, are okay 
on the vocals. Jenney does novel- 
ties. 
he’s dead on the s@ling end, seem- 
ing to be a bit shy. He’ll get -ver it. 

Wocd 


BEVERLY TWINS ORCH (14) 
Arcadia Ballroom, New York. 


This band, a distinct novelty be- 
cause it’s composed of seven sets of 
twins, was seven years in the mak- 
ing Beverly Twins, dual leaders, 
worked that long ferreting out sets 
of look-alikes with musical talent. It 
wasn’t until recently that their 
doubles troubles were over and the 
band began to take shape. Band 
still isn’t finished, but interest in 
the novelty angle of the group 
should keep it working and give it 
time to straighten out the rough 
edves. 

As it is now the band isn’t bad 
musically. It’s easily on a par with 
many other semi-name crews now 
working around and it doubtless will 
become better with additional time 
on the stand. One thing that can’t 
help but give it a push is arrange- 
ments. Currently the twins are 
reading a great many stocks, which 
of course give the outfit no individ- 
uality at all. Tailored writings are 
slowly being eased into the books, 
some 25 now supposed to be on tap. 

Twins figure they have one im- 


portant anvle licked—that of holding | 


on to the men it took them so long 
to dig uv. Plainly, if one individual 
becomes dissatisfied and leaves, the 
resignation would start their troubles 
all over again. To forestall such 
action the outfit-has been made co- 
operative with each man a stock- 
holder. Result seems to be that the 
members are imbued with 
thusiasm over the band. They all 


work with a zest not ordinarily 

found. 
To heithten the double angle the 
Men are unifarmed in nvairs. one set 
a a a RG |. ON ee got 


“ 


trom- | 


Harding’s only failing is that | 


en- | 


decked out in blue, another in red, 
etc. Beverlys, who could improve 
| their work up front by not taking 
|everything quite so seriously, are in 
tails. They do the singing, singly 
|while the other batons, or together 
| When not huddled around the mike 
they baton together. Neither play 
an instrument. 

Bandmembers: Myron-Harry Rob- 
bins, trumpet, trombone; Bill-Russ 
Whalen, trumpet-trombone; Jim-Joe 
McCarthy, saxes; Walter-Sol Brud- 
no, saxes; Roger-Rodney Harmon, 
| guitar, bass; Sol-Ben Marcus, piano, 
idrums. Most of the men double onto 
{some other instrument. 

Theme, of course, is ‘Exactly Like 
You.’ Wood, 





VAL GRAYSON ORCH (11) 

With Diana Paige, Sonny Grayson 

Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
Unsuited for ballrooms, the Val 

Grayson combo is steeped too deeply 











in the tempos of clubs, and too 
|heavily libraried with the South 
{American rhythms which haven't | 


|found their way to popularity in the 
|; midwest halls. With a trio in every 
|department, reeds, brass and rhythm, 
| lacks, along with other things, the 
|volume to get to the far corners of 
la spacious ballroom. Novelties are 
| somewhat stilted, indicative of ma- 
{terial which would be passable in 
intimate spots, but lost on a date of 
this kind. 

Carries two soloists, Sonny Gray- 
son, of the trumpet bracket, who is 
heard from vocally and_ instru- 
mentally. The girl is Diane Paige, 
very weak, and not always parallel- 
ing the band in key. 

Here’s an outfit which would be 
much more at home on a small loca- 
tion, especially one with A.K, trade. 
|Its beat is of the Rotary stomp va- 
| riety. Art. 





EDDY ROGERS ORCHESTRA (10) 
With Irene Janis 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 


although not new to the hotels on 
|the Eastern route. Rogers is a for- 
mer house director for NBC in Ra- 
dio City, but took to the bandstand 
some four or five years ago. He 
brings in a band which is typical in 
style to the many suited to this type 
| of dance room, yet with a difference 
|or two that sets him apart. On the 
smooth anc sweet side Rogers music 
is heightened by his own fiddle play- 
ing and by arrangement style done 
{in rhythm cycles which affords him 
the basis for labelling his output the 
‘music of dips.’ 

Arranging 
,Lepore of the sax 


Rogers. and crew carries a large 
book that delves into oldtimers as 


| well as the newest of pop songs. Be- 
sides his featured fiddling Rogers is 
also adept at the piano and occa- 
sionally fills here between sets. Per- 
sonnel lists Rex Sittig, Hal Raft and 
Norman Rost in reeds besides Le- 
pore: Irving Dahlgren and Emil 
Elias on trumpets; Frank Yakots, 
piano; Billy Hanson, drums, and Bill 
Foley, bass. With Rogers at the vio- 
lin on nearly every number this lists 
ten pieces and arrangements are al] 
standard at ten pieces. Rogers makes 
a special attempt at 
fullness, although limiting himself to 


nine instrumentalists besides him- | 
self. 

| In the vocal -department Irene | 
Janis receives the major assign- 


ments for her full throated singing 


with which she registers satisfac- | 


torily, her best work being over the 


air. In all band is wholesome and 
generally standard for hotels. 
Quin, 





Sonny Dunham Bluebirding 

Sonny Dunham band will record 
for the Bluebird label on a contract 
set last week. Outfit has its first 
date April 9. 

Dunham's crew is currently at the 
Roseland Ballroom, Brooklyn, and is 
scheduled for a 12-week buildup at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J.., 
opehing late in July. Prior to that it 
comes to New York Roseland for a 
month, 


SS s 


| Nira’s 


| On the Upbeat 


Archie Tarshis opened Friday (28) | 














at Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Herman Middleman outfit. Tarshis is 


ner sax player for Middleman. | ipa ge ‘ 
a former sax play : “men aren’t missing a trick in helping 





Al Marsico band celebrated sec- 


' 


'to sell bands end records of those 


ond anniversary at Nixon Cafe last | 


week (26) and birthday-gifted at 
Pittsburgh spot by a six-month con- 
tract extension. 





Clyde Knight opened return en- 
gagement at Casino, Pittsburgh, Sat- 


urday (29), following Paul Pendarvis. | 


Knight stays through April 12, with 
Everett Hoagland coming in two 
nights later. 





Vincent Gonzales received a call to 
report to draft board, so he handed 
in his notice as guitarist with Kai 
Waikiki Strings at Boston's 
Club Vanity Fair. 

The same night he was back on 
the job. He lacked one-half inch 
of being five feet and so was turned 
down. 





Newt Perry opened a five-week 
engagement (March 31) at Wayside 
Inn, West Springfield, Mass., with 
the privilege of playing college dates 
in the vicinity; April 19, Vassar, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; May 3, Smith 
College, Northampton, Mass. 

The army has taken two of Perry’s 
boys: Carl Fiak, lead sax, and Bill 
Winick, trombone, who were re- 
placed respectively by Dan Martin 
and Roy Smithers, from Russ An- 
dree’s band. 














\the organization is conventional, but | 


Band is a newcomer in this area, | 


is handled by Joseph | 
section and by | 


accomplishing | 


i 


Fred Joseph, of Club _ Lido, 
Youngstown, O., drew a suspended 
fine of $25 and costs when he ad- 


| mitted lack of a dance license at his | 


|place. Suspended fine was recom- 
'mended by prosecutor’s office after 
| Joseph showed he had obtained a 
| dance license since his arrest. 


| 





| Betty Bradley. 


| 


| ' 
| Eddie WVarzos to the Providence | 


Biltmore April 14 after two seasons 
at the Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 





Dick Rogers crew has been re- 
booked for Roseland Ballroom, New 
York. Goes back June 5 for the 
| entire summer. 


Lehman Engel has been signed to 
| baton Gene Autry’s radio program 
'for eight broadcasts cowboy star will 
| make in east during his spring rodeo 
tour. 





Buddy Maleville Orchestra to Em- 
pire Room, Hotel Utah, Salt Lake. 
| With Maleville is quartet composed 
|of Easton Willie, Henry Beguire, Dan 
Snell and Lino Landi. 





Bill LeRoy pacted for entire series 
of Saturday Candlelight Dances at 
Pines, Pittsburgh, until May 29 when 
outdoor Sunken Gardens opens with 
Howard Becker’s band. 

Joe Villella band hit six-month 
mark at Balconades, Pittsburgh, and 
has been renewed for another simi- 
lar stretch. 

Teddy Black is being held over at 
the Belvedere Hotel, 
through May 15. 








placements: Charlie Arlington, lead 
alto sax from Segar Ellis band for 
| Joe DiMaggio, who went to Teddy 
Powell on third alto; Truman Quig- 
ley, who was with Berigan two years 
ago, on second trumpet from Clyde 
Lucas for Ray Krantz, who shifted 
to Al Donahue. 


Eddie Bertolatis joined Sam 
Donahue’s band, replacing Kenny 
Haughey on trombone, who went 


home to Detroit. 
Mart Kenny en rgute to the Banff 
Springs hotel, 3anffi, Atla, after a 


| 


Bunny Berigan has made two re- 


season in Ontario, will play a series | 


of one-nighters along the way. 
| gina, Sask., date is April 15 at the 
| Trianon Ballroom under Kinsmen 
| Club auspices, 

| Leigh Knowles, ex-Glenn Miller 
| trumpeter, has his own band at 
| Seven Gables Inn, Milford, Conn. 





Richard Himber 


Russ 


follows 


Re- | 


Coupling is in conga beat and little else. 


Morgan into the Palladium, Holly- | 


wood, April 3. 





Anson Weeks and George Hamil- 
ton bands have been added to the 
Frederick Bros. agency list. 

Jan Savitt makes his first record- 
ings for Victor Records tomorrow 
(3) in Chicago, He'll cut four sides. 

(Continued on page 36) 


Baltimore, 


Special Jitney Slot Ticket ; 


Band promotion and exploitation 


Poreoe 





++ 


tage to Ted Weems in jukeboxes. 
His publicity agents have developed 
a type of tag which fits into juke box 
title slots and draws instant atten. 
tion from a prospective nickel drop. 
per, 

Here’s an example: 


bands. Competition is forcing them 


to cover even the most minute de- 
tails. Latest idea gives an advan- 





SALUD, DINERO Y AMOR 


Eimo Tanner singing DECCA 
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Coin-Catching Records 


Bob Chester ‘My Sister and I’—Slow Down’ (Bluebird 11088) 

Much is expected of the ‘Sister’ tune, a fine melody. Chester’s version 
should fit into its course easily. It’s heavily done at slow speed with a 
ponderous, but neat, Bill Darnell vocal. After a dozen maybe-we're- 
wrong spinnings no untoward excitement could be worked up over the 
depressing theme, but if it finds flavor, Chester’s side wiJl click. It drips 
with commercialism. ‘Slow Down’ is an interesting original, vocalled by 
Dick Jurgens’ swing at ‘Sister’ (Okeh 6094) is lighter in 
arrangement and slightly faster in tempo with a Harry Cool vocal. He 
treats as a good time rather than as a tear jerking set of lyrics. It’s backed 
by a filler titled ‘Pardon Me for Falling in Love.” Buddy Moreno vocals, 

















Kate Smith ‘Little Church in England’— All Comes Back’ (Col. 36015) 

This’ll go all around. Miss Smith’s release of Irving Berlin’s creamy 
melody is strong for any use. She does it with production background 
of music and choral work. ‘It All Comes Back to Me Now,’ a BMI pop, 
is well done. 


Sammy Kaye ‘Montague, the Terrific-—Horse and Saddle’ (Victor 27361) 

Two pleasant novelties. They’re good examples of the stuff Kaye likes 
to ferret out. First, in Latin tempo, is similar to same band’s ‘He's a Tough 
Hombre.’ Backing is a western ballad smoothly done and sung by Jimmy 
Brown. Marty McKenna and chorus vocals first. 





Elia Fitzgerald ‘Muffin Man’—‘Lonesomest Gal in Town’ (Decca 3666) 

‘Muffin’ side is a good piece of material. It’s solidly dressed in rhythm 
by the band and the singer’s outstanding vocal style. Machine candidate. 
Reverse is neat once Miss Fitzgerald gets into the chorus, but the band at 
the outset and in the bridges doesn’t par with her. From vocal angle 
only it’s okay. 





Les Brown ‘Hotchkiss Corners’—Celery Stalks Midnight’ (Okeh 6098) 

Brown's bunch is one to keep an eye on. It’s moving forward at a fast 
clip in playing effectiveness. These two are solid arrangements of tunes 
used in past by other bands. Brown burnishes ’em. ‘Celery’ is’a shade 
better. Doris Day vocals both well. 

Tony Pastor ‘Maria, Marie’-—Wigwam Stomp’ (Bluebird 11087) 

Another group assuming important status. First side here is a neat 
few minutes with a clean, strong band. Work hops smoothly and makes 
good machine fare. Pastor’s vocal helps. Coupling, an original, rouses 
little interest. 


Clyde Lucas ‘Intermezzo’—‘When Buddha Smiles’ (Columbia 36017) 

There are only a few of the expected avalanche of releases on this fine 
tune out so far. Lucas’ side is most appealing to date. It’s smooth and 
pleasantly arranged, violins dominating. Backing is average, a bit monot- 
onous, 





Bea Wain ‘You Can Depend on Me’—‘Do I Worry’ (Victor 27353) 

Contrasting tempoes, both listenable vocals. First is lively, rhythmic 
and easy to listen to. Coupling, a ballad, is a good tune nicely turned out. 

Glen Gray ‘Margie’—Bye Bye Blues’ (Decca 3639) 

Done in similar slow tempo, neither of these two awakens much interest. 
Both are played under muted, sub-tone or low-register instruments which 
are likeable at the kickoff, but become tiresome quickly. Kenny Sargent 
vocals both rather dully. ‘ 


Dinah Shore ‘No. 10 Lullaby Lane’—For All Time’ (Bluebird 11084) 


‘Lullaby Lane’ is a capable tune and Miss Shore does it justice. Her 
warm voice, by now solidly set with machine patrons, makes it good 
listening. Reserve is a musical weakie despite her vocal appeal. 


Bing Crosby ‘Dolores’—‘De Camptown Races’ (Decca 3644) 

Both sides good. ‘Dolores,’ a film tune, with Crosby backed by the 
Merry Macks and Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats, is an extremely competent ver- 
sion of the ballad. Coupling swings to the lively side with the King’s Men 
and unusually good Victor Young musical backing. 

Tommy Tucker ‘Rose of Rockies’—Two Squirrels’ (Okeh 6082) 

Tucker makes a habit of digging up unusual tune ‘Squirrels’ is a cute 
piece of novelty which may be good for machines in some sectors. Amy 
Arnell, Don Brown and Tucker do vocal. Reverse is a smartly grooved 
ballad, quietly but effectively turned out. Ensemble interprets lyrics. 





Tommy Dorsey ‘Everything Happens’—‘Whatcha Know Joe’ (Victor 27359) 

Contrasting sides. Teeoff is an acceptable tune nicely handled by Frank 
Sinatura, but his vocal is too long, covering the entire side. Tune isn't 
worth that much. Backing jumps and is okay relief from the slow tempo. 
It loses some of its appeal on the ride-out last chorus. Pied Pipers vocal. 





Xavier Cugat ‘Amapola’—Can Can Conga’ (Columbia 36013) 

First side is weak, in colorless Latin tempo. It gets nowhere beyond the 
appeal of the tune itself even after repeat playings. Carmen Castille 
vocals. After many tries Jimmy Dorsey’e Decra version is still tops. 
It gets tiresome fast. 





Inkspots ‘We'll Meet Again’—You’re Looking for Romance’ (Decca 3642) 

Spots’ followers will find the ‘Meet Again’ side a nice dish. It’s a good 
tune and suitable for machines as well as private spinning. Coupling is 
okay, but not as strong in comparison. 





Joe Reichman ‘Toy Piano Minuet’—‘Wise Old Owl’ (Victor 
Nice work by another newcomer getting strong. 
own piano more on these two. First, catchy material, makes good listen- 
ing. Reserve is a machine side. ‘Owl’ seems to be catching on, and this 
version, studded with leader’s piano breaks, will find play. It’s fairly fast 
in tempo. Marion Shaw vocals. 


27360) 
Reichman features his 


Harry McClintock ‘Hallelujah ’'m a Bum’—Bum Song’ (Bluebird 11083) 
Novelty appeal may carry, but numbers are color lessly and monotonousl) 


sung. Second is best, though first is better known, 
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{ One-Niter Records; Berigan $3,915, 
Busse $6,166, Heidt 2G, Kaye $3,250 


Bunny Berigan (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., March 28-29). Seems 
records are made to be broken fast here. Berigan topped Al Donahue’s 
Friday mark of 2,600 by culling 2,800 at $1.35 a couple, then went on to 
drag in capacity 3,000 Saturday at same prices. Two day gross, $3,915. 

Henry Busse (Palace theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind., 28-30). Busse cracked 
three-day mark here at 33c-44c admish. Drew $6,166 in three days. 

Bobby Byrne (Valley Dale, Columbus, O., March 30). Byrne got a 
‘satisfactory’ draw of 1,250 tabs at 75c advance and $1 at gate for $1,100. 


Al Donahue (Metropolitan theatre, Providence, R. I. March 28-30). 
Donahue’s corraled fair $5,000 in three-day hitch. Record here is $10,000 
three days set by Tommy Dorsey last week (21-23), 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., Boston, March 29). On third suc- 
cessive Saturday here Donahue drew 950 hoofers at 44c-55c, 150 better 
than previous week. 

Tommy Dorsey (Bucknell College, Lewisburg, Pa., March 28). Dorsey 
pulled $2,500 through the gate with 493 pairs of dancers at $5 and $5.50 
a couple. 

Benny Goodman (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., March 30). Good- 
man played here month ago and got $3,600 gross with 7,000 admissions. 
This trip he pulled 5,500 which equaled $2,900 at the b.o. 

Erskine Hawkins (Grand theatre, Evansville, Ind., March 21-24). Haw- 
kins did well for Lenten season, drawing 12,700 in four days for $3,950. 
Prices ranged 20c-27c mats, 30c-40c evenings. 

Horace Heidt (Municipal Aud., Worcester, March 28). 





in 


hoppers at $1. 

Harry James-Dick Rogers (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, March 25). 
Coupled in twin danceries James and Rogers got big 1,900, biggest Tues- 
day night in months. Grossed $1,140 at 55c-65c. 

Sammy Kaye (Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa., March 25). Kaye got nice | 
1,000 response at $1 head here. At Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. (28), he | 
scattered records, drawing 3,000 admissions at 75c per for gross of $2,250. 

Jimmy Lunceford (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn. March 30), Lunceford 
pulled 2,119 customers at 77c for a take of $1,631. 

Dick Rogers-Newt Perry (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, March 28). 
Rogers and Perry got nice 1,750 admissions at 55c-65c, biggest Friday in 
four weeks. Gross $1,050. On Saturday (29) Rogers hooked with Gene 
Marshall, local, and drew 2,200 for big $1,320. 


1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





|last week. 


Victor Dealer School 
Meets in Manhattan 





re e | 
Victor Records ran off one of its | 


annual ‘dealer schools’ in New York 
Company maintains a 
| staff of instructors who traipse the 
;country holding such meetings to 
|educate dealers in the best methods 
|of merchandising Victor product and 
to relay latest wrinkles in promotion. 
Several hundred dealers from the 
area surrounding New York at- 
| tended. 

For entertainment NBC supplied 
Ted Cott and his ‘So You Think You 
| Know Music’ radio quiz show. 


Band Bookings 

















| Marshall, Lancaster, Pa.; 26, Law- 


| renceville School, Lawrenceville. 
IN. J. 
| Count Basie, April 25, week, 


{| Apollo theatre, New York: May 17, | 


U. of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y. 
Will Bradley, May 9, 
| College, Villanova, Pa. 
Dol Brissette, April 16, Hote] Ban- 
| croft, Boston: 18, Town Hall, Hing- 
|ham, Mass.: 24, St. Anne’s, Leomin- 
ster, Mass.; 26, private party, Worces- 
ter, Mass.; May 5, Rotary Club, Lex- 
ington, Mass.; 7, Police Ball, Medford, 
Mass. 

| Henry Busse, April 16, Meadow B.. 
| Topeka, Kan.; 19, Frog Hop B., St. 
Joseph, Mo. 

Bobby Byrne, April 4-5, Citadel. 
| Charleston, S. C.: 7, Tobacco Ware- 
house, Columbia, Tenn. 

Cab Calloway, April 4, U. of Mich- 
igan, Ann Arbor; 5, Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit. 

Bob Chester, April 4, Men’s Gym, 
Athens, O.; 5, Lakeside Park, Day- 
ton; 6, Myers Lake Park, Canton; 8, 


Heidt topped his | 
previous mark here and set season's mark with $2,000 in the till from 2,000 | 


} 





Metropolitan theatre, Morgantown, 

CLE ee a |; W. Va; 10, GM Aud., Detroit; 12, 

| Aud., Saginaw, Mich. 13, Valley 

(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes! Dale, Columbus, O.; 15, Coliseum, 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names | Greensburg, Pa. 

of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of Larry Clinton, April 4-5, Totem 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
listings and respective publishers.) 





1. Amapola (3) CRAYNE) ceccesss Jimmy Dorsey coccccces Decca Al Donahue, April 5, Nu-Elm B.. 
| Ted Weems............Decca | youngstown, O.; 6, Valley Dale, Co- 
2. There'll Be Changes Made (6) (Marks) | Vaughn Monroe..... Bluebird lumbus, O. 
| Benny nan....Columbia 
| Benny Goodman olur Tommy Dorsey, May 1. U. of Pitts- 
‘ [reese SO. . s ixckss ses Victor | burgh; 2-3. U. of North Carolina, | 
3. Frenesi (13) (Southern) ) Woody Herman........ Decca | Chapel Hill; 6-7, U. of Tennessee, 
— Knoxville; 9-10, VPI, Blacksburg 
4. Stardust (12) (Mills) ) Tommy Dorsey.....++. — ‘Or | Va.; 16, U. of Pennsylvania, Philadel- 
}) Artie BMWs ccc cctcsaca VOUS phia; 17. U. of Rochester, Rochester, 
5. One II 5) (F (Tommy Dorsey........Victor | N- Y. 
+ One 2 Love ) Corster) ..........-. ) Ella Fitzgerald......... Decca’ Duke Ellington, May 28, Aud 
Ted W — Kansas City, Mo. 
7 , {Te OOS SV iceceeeaws ecca 5 i ; 
6. May I Never Love Again (4) (BMI).. Bob Chester Okeh Earl Hines, April 11, Moonlight 
i ons iliialaahaialiaia's ; Gardens, Canton; May 12, Olympia 
[ Bing Crosgoy <éscssgsvss Decca | Park, Pittsburgh. 
7. San Antonio Rose (4) (Berlin)..... Gray Gordon ....... Bluebird Ina Ray Hutton, April 20, Rivoli 
Bob Wills ...,cccesees: Okeh theatre. Rutherford, N. J.: 18, Wash- 
Sammy Kaye Victor ington-Lee U., Lexington, Va 
8. Memory of a Rose (4) (S-B).......... Jimmy Dorsey . Decca _Harry James, April 7, Astor hotel 
Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird New Yor 9, Basle theatre, Wash- 
ington, Pa.: 10, New River State Col- 
9. It All Comes Back to Me (2) (BMI)... { Eddy Duchin ...... Columbia jege, Montgomery, W. Va.; 13, Tria- 
GONG BLUBS .sicecse ..Okeh | non B.. Cleveland: 14-15. Memorial 
Aud uffalo:; 25, Withrow Court 
10 I Understand (1) (Feist)... Jimmy Devstey .icccaccc DOC! =” Buffalo; ? vis _ 
a cy) ; , Oxford, O. 
4 as ‘ . . ‘ » Kr . Anri! 12 Sinnvbrook 
DISKS GAINING FAVOR Gene Krupa, Ap! _12, Sunnybrool 
(TI , ! ! 5 4 10 4 mularity. but grow B., Pottstown, Pa.; 13, Lyric theatre, 
S low » first 10 in popularitr - : : 
p hese records are direct u be on he fir: pop , g Brideport, Conn.: 14, Mecca Temple 
tng in demand on the coin machines.) Scranton. Pa. 15, Coliseum. Wash- 
Bea Wain .............Victor ington, D. C.: 16, Johns-Hopkins U 
: Ella Fitzgerald ..Decca Baltimore: 18-20, Metropolitan the: 
Hello Mz j is) ; ‘8 , ‘ 
0 Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins)..... Mitchell Ayres ..... Bluebird tre. Providence 
Orrin Tucker ,.....Columbia Enoch Light, May 2. College of 
New Rochelle, New Rochelle, N. Y 
Sorrento (Southern) ......... Woody Herman ...... Decca ” — i : : 
Vincent Lopez, Apr 6, Com: 
Tommy Dorsey ..cc<s. Sere ae ag ee ae ee 
10 . Tauy Smhaccy ore ! vel \ vy K d rr ) 
Oh, Look at Me Now (Embassy) Wo emeanm De he “onli Poa 
: . . y Armory. Westfi N 
Dancing in the Dark (Chappell) . Artie Shaw ° Victor “! . ue Mi 
Music Makers (Paramount) ...... .. Harry James .......Columbia Jimmie Lunceford, A 4 nt 
Earle theatre. Phil 13, Re 
Bing CYOGOy .sccivenn De 4 naissance Casino. N Yor 14. Ar- 
Dolores (Paramount) ............. .. 1 Tommy Dorse Vi O e, N. J I Col- 
Bob Cheste Bluel onade. W; ot D. C: 16 Teac 
JTimn vy Dorsey Decce er College, W yn-Salen ( 
Serial ey i -® 18-19 Emory U., Atlanta, Ga: 20 
Perfidia SOA eS esi ad neces Xavier Cugat . .Columbia : 0 “Seaman gar 
| Benny Goodman Columbia Ususta. Ga. 21 Planters’ Ware- 
pe eee. Seen ees house, Martinsville, Va.; 23, Memo- 
uy ibardo Decca | rial Aud., Buffalo, N. Y.; 24, Trianon 
B (Guy Lombardo ....... al ; f 
-_ Played On (P. D.)........220sseveee PPOStErS 6 kd cis ssvseseeess Decca B., Toledo; 25, week, Royal theatre 
i snieaciial - . Chicago 
Red Nichols, April 11-12, Totem 
BENNY GOODMAN T0 KYSER’S TEXAS DATES Pole B., Auburndale, Mas 
Dallas, April 1. Will Osborne, April 26, U. of Ari- 
, , zona, Tucson 
‘av Kyser and his orchestra have | ©%)'* : ’ : 
DIRECT DELL SYMPH a en ee ‘ , Leo Reisman, Apri! 19, Iowa State 
been signed by Joe Landwehr and ¢ ames: 95. Butler U.. Indianapolis 
Dick Wheeler, owners and operators Dick Rogers, April 4, Shorehan 
Philadelphia, April 1. of the Plantation Clubs here and at. hotel, Washington, D. C.: 5, Empire 
Benny Goodman will be guest- Houston, to play a string of one- B., Allentown, Pa.: 6, Ritz B.. Bridge- 
Conductor of the Philly Orchestra at night stands in this territory. Dallas port. Conn.; 7, Astor hotel, Nev 
a Robin Hood Dell on July 31. date is penciled in for Sunday, April York 
ill give the beat for symphonic 20. Joe Venuti, April 6, Trianon B 
atrangements of swing music. Dates for Houston, Beaumont and Cleveland 
Goodman also skedded to perform New Orleans have not been an- Paul Whiteman, April 22, Carolina 
“ feast one classical concerto for nounced. Kyser is scheduled to ap- theatre, Durham, N. C.: 24, Maxwe 
“arinet and orchestra on his licorice pea ere for a concert and a dance , House hotel. Nashville, Tenn.; M 


Stick, 


Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 


Del Courtney, April 21, St. Louis 
U., St. Louis, Mo. 


Co 


Charlie Barnet, April 25, Franklin- 


Villanova 


Barnet, $50,000, Spivak’s 2d, 356, 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Charlie Barnet, New York—(Para- 
|}mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
| ‘Nice Girl’ (U) as the picture and, 





{on the stage, Dinah Shore and 
| others. Combination pull of the 
| Barnet band and the rostrum dis- 


| play, together with the Deanna Dur- 
| bin film, is spelling smart gate ac- 
tion. The first seven days $50,000, 
very fine. 
morning (Wed.). 

Will Bradley, Chicago — 
4,000; 35-55-75). With Allan 
and ‘Lady Eve’ (Par) on 
Very strong combo started off slowly, 


Second week begins this 


Jones, 
screen. 
| 

like most other loop attractions this 


week. Saturday-Sunday 


however, should help toward $35,000, 
okay. 

Ray Herbeck, Minneapolis — (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 28-44-55). With ‘Truth 
or Consequences’ and Mary Jane 
Brown and Virginia Austin on stage, 


screen. Strong all-around bill is 
pulling $13,000, good for Minneapolis. 


of 
major credit for the money. 


the exploitation and deserves 
This 


is being well received, 








vue is the drawing card here, the 
film not figuring much in the swell 
$19,000 take. 


Clyde McCoy, Boston — (Boston; 
13,200; 33-44-55). With stage show 
jand ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) on 
;screen. Okay $14,000 anticipated. 


| This figure is perhaps $3,000 or $4,000 
over what the house normally has 
| taken in with dual bills and vaude 
|on a split-week arrangement. 


(Chicago; 


speed-up, 


and ‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G) on, 
Radio program is drawing the cream | 


is Herbeck’s first visit here, and he | 


Ted Lewis, L. A. — (Orpheum; | 
2,200; 30-44-55). With ‘Man 
trayed’ (Rep) on screen. Lewis’ re- 


| 


Mc- | entirely. 


Both Hot in N.Y. Bandfilmers: 
Will Bradley $39,000 Chi Click 


the gross is satisfactory, though far 
from a record-breaker. 

Ray Noble, Indianapolis — (Lyric; 
1,800; 30-40-50). With ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep) on screen. Looks like 
fair $8,500, with the price slightly 
tilted to make the admish come out 
even money. Film is B product, so 
Noble gets the nod. The gross is no 
great shakes, but it’s an improve- 
ment over what has previously gone 
into the Lyric cash-register under 
the band-film policy. Also in fair- 
ness to Noble ,it should be recalled 
that Indianapolis has lately been a 
very poor fily town from the 
viewpoint. 


b.o, 
Ciro Rimac, Chicago—(State-Lake; 
2,700; 28-44). With Blackstone magic 
act, and ‘Maisie Was a Lady’ (M-G). 
Fine $18,000 sighted, but Blackstone 
gets most of the credit. 

Charlie Spivak, New York — 
(Strand; 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). With 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) on screen. In sec- 
ond week and holding up stoutly for 
$35,000 or not far from it. Band fig- 
uring importantly at the b.o. though 
shade the best on the draw is be- 
lieved to be the Edwamd G. Robin- 
son film. Holds over a third week 
starting Friday (4). 





' 


Hartford Theatre Will 


Try Summer Dates 
Hartford, 


State theatre, Conn., 


Be- name band stand, will try to remain 


|open through the summer this year 
|due to the installation of a cooling 
|system. House usually folds for the 
|hot stretch. Cooling system or no, 
however, operator Doc Harris will 
lock the doors if business goes bad. 

State is not a steady operation. It 
works anywhere from three to five 
days a week depending on the 
length of time it can secure any one 
band. Rest of the week it shutters 
It uses vaude acts in sup- 


Coy largely responsible. All told,! port of the bands. 
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“This is a 


years. 


blood, fresh 





| in every 


” 


King of Jazz. 





“Best Band in Years” 





new 
It’s as modern as 1941 
arrangements, 
pery rhythm and thoroughly solid 
respect. 


neither time nor tide can dim the 


Abel, Variety. Feb 


- polid Business Everywhere!- 


MIAMI $12,000—A RECORD! 


Standing Room in Every Theatre 
Played in the South! 


8,000 People at the University 
of Alabama ! 


A Complete Sellout in Chattanooga ! 


Paul 
It’s perhaps his best dance band in 


Whiteman. 


New 
pep- 


Proving that 


5, 1941. 








and his 


(Designed for the 





Everything New but the Rhapsody in Blue 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


All-American erchestra 


Dancing Youth of America) 


| ON TOUR 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Writers Claim Witmark Should Have 
Gotten More for Song's Pic Rights 


Coslow’s ‘Make-Believe 
Is.’ Suit vs. Robbins 


Sam Coslow, songwriter, filed suit 
Friday (28) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Jack Robbins, Miller Music 
Inc., one of his firms, Elise Grosz, 
administratrix of the estate of Wil- 








Suit by Joseph Meyer and B. G. 
deSylva, as songwriters, was re- 
vealed Monday (31) in N. Y. supreme 
court against M. Witmark & Sons 
when note of issue was filed for 
trial. Action seeks $50,000 damages 
claiming Witmark failed to sell a 
song at a proper sum to 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox. 

In 1923 the plaintiffs wrote ‘Cali- 
fornia, Here I Come’ and gave it to 
Witmark to publish. It is claimed 
that the screen rights to the song 
were sold by Witmark to 20th last 
year for $150 for use in ‘Rose of 
Washington Square.’ Plaintiffs claim 
that the song could have been sold 
for a far greater sum. Hays, St. 
John, Abramson & Schulman repre- 
sent plaintiffs. 


147, Payoff Plan 
Proposed in US. 





Record Co. Reorg 





A plan of reorganization for the 
U. S. Record Corp. was submitted to 
referee Irwin Kurtz in N. Y. federal 
court yesterday (Tuesday) which 
calls for the payment of approxi- 
mately 14% to general unsecured 
creditors. Claims have now been 
reduced to about $43,000, with $68,- 
000 filed claims clipped off. Approxi- 
mately $6,400, in addition to the $43,- 
000, has not been filed, but will be 
allowed. 

The plan will be sent out tomor- 
row (Thursday), and a hearing will 
be set before Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell on April 21, at which time 
objections to the plan may be aired. 
Referee Kurtz will sit in on the 
hearing with the judge. 

The plan will be administered by 
officers and directors of U. S. Rec- 


helm Grosz, and Charles and Nick 
Kenny, charging plagiarism of the 
song, ‘Panorama Island,’ written by 
Coslow in conjunction with Grosz, 
by the defendants’ ‘Make-Believe 
Island. Damages of $25,000 are 
asked as well as an injunction and 
an accounting of profits. 

In July, 1937, Coslow and Grosz 
wrote the lyrics and music to ‘Pan- 
orama Island.’ Coslow wrote all the 
lyrics, and part of the music. The 
song was presented tu Robbins who 
turned it down. The defendants are 
accused of having gotten Nick and 
Charles Kenny to write the lyrics to 
a song called ‘Make-Believe Island’ 
in which Grosz’s music to ‘Panorama 
Island’ was used, with different 
lyries. Since Coslow wrote part of 
the music and is getting no credit 
Milwaukee, April 1. or royalties, the action was started. 


itels % , ' a 

Attorney Robert A. Hess this week | —— & Mayers sepeesemt (ee 
filed a suit in Judge F. Ryan Duffy’s 
Federal- court here for $5,000 dam- 
ages from The Saturday Evening 
Post, as legal rep for Eric Karll, local 
composer. 

It is alleged in complaint that the 
weekly magazine ‘lifted’ a copy- 
righted brainchild of his client with- 
out payment or permission, and 
should therefore be penalized in the 
amount named.. 

According to the allegations in the 
complaint, The Saturday Evening 
Post in its issue of Nov. 30, 1940, 
published a story by Russ Davis en- 
titled ‘And a Little Town Shall Lead | 
Them,’ depicting the rise of the 
Green Bay Packers in the profes- 


Gil Bayek’s $100 Prize 


Hartford, April 1. 

Gil Bayek, mikeman at WDRC, 
has been awarded a $100 first prize 
in the Associated Music Publishers 
songwriters contest for lyrics to the 
tune ‘My Love Is Gone. 

Music was written by Dr. Leo 
Ascher, refugee Viennese composer. 








Sues Satevepost For 
Using Copyright Lyrics 
In Sports Article 

















Joe Cook 


Continued from page 1 














nearby Earle theatre in the same 
city. 

Cook role will be played in the 
show, tabbed ‘Cook Book,’ by a 
student, Leo Brady. He collabed on 
scripting the book with an instruc- 
tor, Walter Kerr, who is also stag- 
ing it. Music, prepared by another 
student, Frank Spitzig, includes ex- 
cerpts from such Cookiana as ‘Fine 
and Dandy,’ ‘Rain and Shine,’ the 
various ‘Vanities’ and ‘Half Past 


: | Eight.’ Last is the one of the earl- 
sional football field. Part of the | jest George Gershwin musicals. 


story was devoted to the Packers’) 7 ittle known, it opened and closed 

theme song ‘Go, You Packers, Go,’ jn Rochester, N. Y., without ever 

written by Karll, and the chorus of | getting to Broadway. 

the number was printed in full. | Show, with a cast of 40, is in 14 
Therein lies the infringement) scenes, tracing the orphan boy, Joe 

claimed, and the Satevepost must de- | Lopez, later Joe Cook, from child- 

| fend the suit. hood in Indiana to top billing in 


vaude and legit. 
~ Cook is negotiating for an extend- 
Pinch BMI Song Book ; 
Peddlers; Sue N.Y. Cops 


ed run at Mike Todd’s Theatre Cafe 
Charlton Publishing Corp., 














in Chicago after the Washington 


as originally planned. 





pub- 





ord, who include Char] . M. Hemen-| lishers of ‘Prosperity Big Book,’ a WB's Cagney as Cohan 

way, Eli E. QOberstein, Lowell A. | 32-page monthly magazine dealing George M. Cohan biog which 
Mayberry, Sidney Newman, Ray-/ with music, filed suit yesterday | Warner Bros. will put before the 
mond Pruitt, Mortimer Gordon,/| (Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme court | cameras this spring or early summer 


Wesley Simpson and Samuel Unger- 
leider. These men will purchase all 
the assets of U. S. Record and will 
assume the mortgages of the Pilgrim 
Trust Co. and Hemenway. These 
total $21,307. All administration ex- 
penses and preferred claims 
taxes, wages and salaries will be 
paid as well as the 14% to general 
creditors. 


The total of this is expected to be | 


approximately $15,000 all told. 


WOODY HERMAN’S NEW 
DEAL WITH DECCA CO. 


Woody Herman orchestra renewed 

recording contract with Decca 
Records. New agreement went into 
effect day it was signed last week 
and supersedes Herman’s old con- 
tract which had until May to run. 
Rewritten binder calls for the band 








ts 


to do a minimum of 48 sides a year at | 


an increase per side over what it 
had been drawing. 
Herman is currently at the New 


Yorker hotel, New York, until April 
10 after which he hits the theatre 
and one-night trail. Band’s set for a 
stand at the Sherman hotel, Chicago, 
in July, and another at the Palla- 
dium, Hollywood, beginning Aug. 7. 


Frankie Carle Needs 
More Nerve Recuperation 





Worcester, April 1. | 


Frankie Carle, Horace Heidt’s pi- | 
ano player, rejoined orchestra last | 
week after eight-week layoff due to | 
nervous breakdown, but he stayed 
for only one night. 


take it easy for an indefinite spell. 





Shep Fields’ Operation 


Shep Fields underwent an opera- 
tion for: the removal of a cyst at the 
base of his spine last week. Cutting 
was done at Mt. Sinai hospital, New 
York, and the !eader came out of it 
with no difficulty. 

Fields’ band 
Gay White 
N. Y. nitery. 


at the 
White’s 


location 
George 


is on 


Way, 





is its second for 1941-42 based on a 
show business personality. It re- 
cently announced a pic modeled 


against Lewis J. Valentine, commis- | 
| sioner of police of N. Y. City, seek- | 
ling to restrain him from arresting | 


| date, instead of doing a vaude tour | 


= 


Inside Stuff-Orchestras 


Ben Selvin’s last birthday on March 5 was a sequence of surprises and 
climaxes, starting with an early a.m. ‘congratulations’ over the phone from 
an Associated Music Publishers’ top exec. Thinking it referred to his natal 
day, Selvin brushed it off and didn’t learn until later in the morning that 
he had been elected a v.p. and director of AMP which is the parent of 
AMP Studios and Muzak. Heretofore, Selvin was recording chief of 
Muzak primarily. 

Climaxing the March 6 events was a curt invitation from James C, 
Petrillo, AFM president, to be at the executive offices that afternoon, 
Selvin, like all mechanical-music execs, got his facts and figures together 
hurriedly to prove, if that was why he was invited by Petrillo, that all 
union scale and other requirements had been fully met. Instead, Petrillo 
engaged Selvin at a fancy fee to ‘probe’ the wax recording business, on 
behalf of AFM, and become its ‘coordinator.’ Selvin’s findings must be 
in by June 1, in anticipation of the June 10 AFM national convention in 
Seattle. As an ex-recording artist and executive, the other companies 
are pleased that it is somebody with Selvin’s understanding who is in 
charge of this investigation, instead of someone less privy to their prob. 
lems and whose sympathies might be more inimical. 











Martin Block is devoting a portion of his radio time on WNEW, New 
York, each week, to following suggestions for programs sent in by listen. 
ers. Little while ago Block complained on one of his recorded shows 
that listeners gave him no rest, that one would write and say he was fa- 
voring one band and another would inform him that wasn’t devoting 
enough time to the same outfit. To call a halt he asked dialers to make 
up their own ideas of what records and by whom he should use in each 
15-minute portion of his three and a half hours a day of broadcasting. 
| He got 6,000 replies among which were complete formulas for airing re- 
| corded shows, some even marking out interludes for blurbs, etc. He se- 





i lected six and is using them this week as a contest to determine the best 


one. Winner will get an evening in New York, dinner, show, etc. 





Worth Kramer, conductor of ‘Wing Over Jordan’ program (CBS) has 
written to various name band leaders protesting against what he terms 
their ‘irreverent rendition’ of Negro spirituals, Kramer, who originates 
his colored choir from WGAR, Cleveland, pointed out that ‘these folk 
songs are based upon the religious emotions of a God-fearing group of 
our American citizens’ and that the jiving they have given such composi- 
tions since the beginning of the ASCAP-radio war has developed an ele- 
ment of disgust. Kramer, who himself is white, asks that in the interests 
of national unity, inter-racial goodwill and respect for the religious rights 
of others the bands refrain from playing dance arrangements of spirituals, 

Shep Fields is currently making plans to revamp his orchestra, chang- 
ing its style to one he has been developing during the past several months, 

There is no indication of what style the outfit will follow, but it will use 
flutes and soprano saxes. 
| Fields is currently at the Gay White Way, New York. He’ll leave there 
soon at which time the new plans for the band will be put into practice, 








| Boston music circles are buzzing with report that General Amus. Corp. 
dangled a Meadowbrook roadhouse (Cedar Grove, N. J.) offer in front of 
Vaughn Monroe, hoping he would switch from William Morris to GAC. 
| Monroe referred GAC to Willard Alexander. Monroe band currently at 
Hotel Statler, Boston. 





| On the Upbeat | 


(Continued from page 34) 
|two pops and ‘Manhattan Sunrise’ 
'and ‘Wang Wang Blues.’ Band goes 
into Sherman hotel, Chicago, same 





‘AY, AY, AY’ SUIT 
Number Long Thought in Publie 
Domain Draws An Action 


—_———=» 














Latest instance of an infringement 
suit being filed on a composition 
which the publishing industry re- 


of | 


| its distributors. Charlton claims that | 
| the police made arrests on March 20 | 
| for peddling without a license. 

Plaintiff claims that newspapers 
| and periodicals are exempt from this ' 
ruling under the N. Y. City Admin- | 
istration Code. It says its book con- | 
tains musical comment and lyrics of 
jazz, semi-classical and classical se- | 
lections. It states that it paid Broad- | 
| cast Music, Inc., $15,000 for the right | 
to publish its music during 1941 and, 
in the present issue, has some 300 | 
songs, only a small part of which be- 
long to BMI. Monthly sales are in 
excess of 300,000, it is claimed. 


| 
| 


eee Inside Stufl—Music 


| 


around the life and songs of the late 
George Gershwin, with 


collaborator, Ira, collating the ma- 
terial. 
Jimmy Cagney will play the Co- 


the com- | 
poser’s brother and erstwhile lyric | 


day. 

Eddie Kusby, trombone, and Clay- 
| ton Cash, trumpet, ex-Hal Kemp 
| men, join Skinnay Ennis’ band when 

it opens tonight (Wed.) at Wilshire 
Bowl, Hollywood. 








han role in the film to be tagged 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ Cohan 
himself is expected to move into| 


Hollywood within the next month to 
look over material and confer with 
Jack L. Warner and Hal B. Wallis 


on the treatment, which will be pre- | 


pared by Robert Buckner. How- 


| ever, the Cohan collaboration is not 


official as yet. 





Walter G. Douglas, chairman of the 
ation, last week asked the MPPA m 


Music Publishers Protective Associ- | 
embers what stand they wanted to | 


take on the terms of a bill introduced by Congressman James Ramsey 
which seeks to make the U. S. Secretary of the Treasury the trustee of 


royalty payments due foreign countries from American nationals. 
ilar bill was passed by Congress during the last World War. 


measure comes up for a hearing before the House Patents Committee 


April 15. 

Under Representative Ramsey’s bill 
rights societies will have no course 
over to the Federal treasurer if any 
exchange to its nationals for money d 
that such payment to the treasurer w 


American’s obligation and that Americans with 


sources can call upon this fund for 
the amount held by the secretary 
sufficient, 


American publishers and performing 
but to turn such royalty payments 
foreign government refuses foreign 


ue American copyright owners. Also | 


ill constitute a full discharge of the 
claims against foreign 
payment of these claims, providing 
of the treasury under the bill is 


Advent of ‘I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time’ among the current | battles H a | 
Maestro figured he was far from | sheet best sellers illustrates another case of a tune being made strictly by | attles Harry James’ band at Green | 
physically fit yet and told him to! phonograph record. ‘Apple Blossom,’ published by Broadway Music Co., 


an ASCAP affiliate, has had only one source of plugging and that’s the | 
version made by Decca with the Andrews sisters. 


the song also in their stage appearanc 


Latter have included 


es. Another like instance is that of 


A sim- | 
Present | 


| Tommy Dorsey has cut a 12-inch 
record of ‘For You’ and ‘Without a 
Song’ for Victor. 





| Herbie Fields, Raymond Scott's 
tenor saxist who was drafted, will 
| guest star with Scott Saturday (5) 
|on the band’s hour sustainer: from 
| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Fields is stationed at Fort Dix, N. J. 
Scott goes into Meadowbrook Fri- 
| day (4), 








Lee Castaldo, trumpet, replaces 
| Joe Weidman with Will Bradley. 





Bobby Burns, road manager for 
Tommy Dorsey, has left that band 
again, 





Snooky Lanson took over vocal 
work with Ray Noble from Larry 
Stewart. He comes from WSM, 
Nashville, and was heard on the air 


by Noble, 
| 





Mel Marvin, currently at Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y. with his 
|band is entered in National Table 
Tennis Championships April 2-4 at 
Manhattan Center, N. Y. 





Bob Chester opens Hershey Park, | 
|Pa., dancery May 3. On May 10 he| 


Key Ball at Dartmouth College, Han- | 
over, N. H. | 





| 


JIMMY DORSEY FORGIVEN 


garded as strictly in the public do- 
main concerns ‘Ay, Ay, Ay,’ which 


| was written by the late Osman Perez 


Freire. Alfredo Phillip and Marta 
de Phillip, who describe themselves 
in the complaint as assignees of the 
next to kin to the deceased composer, 
have brought their action in connec- 
tion with ‘Ay, Ay, Ay’ in the N.Y, 
federal court and named Amsco 
Music Co. as the defendant. Special 
arrangement of the number have 
been published by over 20 firms in 
this country. All these have con- 
sidered the composition to be with- 
out protective copyright because as 
required by the U.S. copyright law 
of 1909 Freire failed to register his 
work in Washington at the time he 
copyrighted and published it in 
Buenos Aires in 1912. 

What gives this case its many ramf- 
fications is the circumstance that 
three American firms published and 
copyrighted the number long before 
Freire took such action for himself 
and that Freire waited 10 years af- 
ter the 1912 action in Buenos Aires 
to copyright the work, and only in 
manuscript farm, in the .U. S. Freire 
died in April, 1930. 

Bernard L. Miller, counsel for 
Amsco on the case, declares that he 
has dug up data showing that there 
were two copyrights filed on the 
number in France in 1920. The three 
copyrights registered in Washington 
prior to 1922, the date of Freire’s 
copyright, were those of Oliver Dit- 
son, G. Schirmer and Hunziger & 
Doolittle. 


Laws Not Reported Out 


Boston, April 1. 








‘San Antonio Rose ’(Berlin) which with but phonograph records to plug 
it is figured in the trade to be set for the top of the best seller list. Others 
coming up along the same route are ‘I Understand’ (Feist) and ‘Dolores’ | 
(Paramount). ‘Apple Blossom’ was originally published 20 years ago. | 
| Publishers now rate any potential song sellers as their ‘possible first hit | 
since ASCAP went off the’air.’’ Such is the excitement around Feist with . 
‘I Understand,” which Kim Gannon and Mabel Wayne wrote. and which 
Jack Robbins thinks is the Big Three’s first such possib 


sle click, excluding 
'*Yes My Darling Daughter,’ which, too, 


rates as a non-radio-made hit. 


}a one-nighter, 


Early reports had legislative Con- 
stitutional Law Committee ready to 

Jimmy Dorsey last week was Teport on three anti-ASCAP bills 
taken off the C.1.O.’s ‘unfair list’|0M March 25, but didn’t. Bills aim 
here when he sent word he would | to regulate and tax performances 1n 
respect its picket lines hereafter. | this State. Committee desires fur- 

Dorsey and his band were black- ther information and has referred 
listed when they crossed the C.I.O.’s , this matter to one of its members. 
Hotel Workers pickets at the Penn Next Wednesday (9) the commit- 
Athletic Club two weeks ago to play tee will listen to reps of Societ; 
{j Against Copyright Abuses. 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
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FLAT FEE FOR ASCAP GAINS 





— ASCAP Distributes Royalties 





$350,000 Added to Previous Advances for Quarter 





Make Total of $1,100,000 





7 


ASCAP board of directors last 
Thursday (27) voted to distribute in 
royalties for the first quarter of this 
year the same amount, namely, $1,- 
100,000, that the organization did for 
the like quarter of 1940. The checks 
going cut this week to writer and 
publisher members will in the ag- 


gregate total but $350,000, since the 
other $750,000 had already been div- 
vied up among the membership at 
the end of December. The mem- 
bers were informed at the time of 
the $750,000 distribution, made for 
tax reasons, that this money would 
be deducted from their next quar- 
ters’ shares. 

In authorizing the melon cut last 
week the board at the same time 
ordered some $600,000 be withheld 
for distribution at the end of the 
next quarter (April-June). It is es- 
timated that with this money in- 
cluded the Society will be able to 
split up an amount equal to that 
distributed for the second quarter of 
1940. 

John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, last week disclosed that 
the returns from 186 stations with 
ASCAP licenses showed that their 
commercial payments were far 
above what they had been for the 
like period of 1940 even though they 
ere now paying 3% as compared to 
the 5% fee which prevailed under 
the old contract. Paine attributed 
this material boost to the circum- 
stance that these small stations 
found both a listener and an adver- 
tiser asset in their continued use of 
ASCAP music. It was the one thing, 
according to Paine’s viewpoint, that 
made these stations different from 
their competitors and local adver- 
tisers, realizing this, were more in- 
clined than ever to play along with 
the ASCAP-licensed outlets. 


Witmark, Spier (ASCAP) 
Inform BMI Two Tunes | 
Regarded as Lifts 


Two more ASCAP firms have 
served notice on Broadcast Music, 
Inc., that it is licensing tunes which 
allegedly are infringements of num- | 
bers controlled by them. The com- 
plainants are Witmark and Larry 
Spier, Inc. 

Witmark, part of the Warner Bros. 
group, claims that the melody of ‘An 
Old Cathedral in Rio,’ published by | 
Southern Music Co., a BMI affili- | 
ate, is a lift on ‘Lullaby of Broad- 
way,’ which Witmark published in 
1935. Latter tune, written by Harry 
Warren, is from the score of ‘Gold | 
Diggers.’ 


Spier’s notice is also directed at 
the Regent Music Corp., owned by 
Benny and Harry Goodman. Spier 
charges that Regent’s ‘I Close My 
Eyes,’ a recent release, has much in 
common with the music of ‘I Want 
You Only,’ which McKinley Music 
Co. later acquired by Spier, pub- 
lished in 1936. 














Bregman, Vocco & Conn’s 
Gordon- Warren Score 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn, Inc., will | 
Publish the next score that Mack | 
Gordon and Harry Warren turn out 
for 20th Century-Fox, with which 
the writers renewed their contract | 


for another year last month. B-V- | 


C’s deal with Gordon and Warren | 


Is for a year with an option for a} 
second, | 


This agreement entitles B-V-C to | 
everything the team writes from now | 
on. Gordon and Warren have al- 
ready turned over to 20th Century | 
their score for ‘Sun Valley,’ and | 


which score finishes their obligation | Artie Shaw on another, ‘If It’s You.’ | 


to the Metro-Robbins publishing | 
group, 


| last Thursday (27). 


“RELUCTANT DRAGON’ 


BMI Publishing Title Song ef Walt 
Disney Feature 








Following negotiations over a pe- 
riod of several months BMI has 
signed contract with Walt Disney 
Studios to publish and exploit title 
song of the next Disney full length 
feature, ‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ 
scheduled for release May 1. 

No other numbers in film are to 
be published under current agree- 
ment. ‘Reluctant Dragon’ ig from 
Kenneth Grahame’s ‘Dream Days.’ 

BMI will also publish ‘Madame 
Will Drop Her Shawl,’ from ‘South 
of Panama’ (Producers Releasing 
Corp), and several numbers in the 
forthcoming Judy Canova produc- 
tion, ‘Puddin’ Head.’ 





BMI ALLIES 


WITH ASCAP 
IN OHIO 


Columbus, O., April 1. 

Broadcasters who have been har- 
assing the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
for the past several years with anti- 
monopoly bills introduced in state 
legislatures now find themselves per 
conditions allied with ASCAP in 
fighting such measures. This curious 
situation has made itself dramatic- 
ally evident in the opposition that 
is being offered before the Ohio 
House of Representatives’ judiciary 
committee, which last week opened 
hearings on a bill which would bar 
any one from agenting for two or 
more copyrights. Since Broadcast 
Music, Inc., in which hundreds of 
broadcasters hold stock, would be 





barred from Ohio under the terms | 


of this bill, local broadcaster in- 


terests are slated to fight the bill as | 


bitterly as ASCAP. 

ASCAP’s spokesmen, in the per- 
sons of John G. Paine, general man- 
ager, and Louis Frohlich, general 
counsel, had their say on the bill 


heard before the same legislative 
committee tomorrow (Wednesday). 

The bill is being advocated by the 
tavernkeepers of the state, while the 
independent theatre owners have al- 
ready gone in record as being op- 
posed to it. 





Hotel-Inspired 
Columbus, April 1. 
Future of Ohio’s anti-ASCAP bill 


| will be decided tomorrow (2) night 
when 


the house judiciary commit- 
tee of the legislature hears final ar- 
guments. Measure, properly known 
as House Bill 616, was written by 
Herschel Mowrey, executive secre- 
tary of the Ohio Hotel Association. 
Bill differs from similar measures in 
other states inasmuch as 
with one point only, that the con- 
tract system of licensing engaged in 
by ASCAP is actually a monopoly 
contrary to good public policy. 

At the initial hearing last Thurs- 
day Edward Hotz, special assistant 
to the Attorney General of Nebras- 
ka, spoke in favor of the bill. He 
was appearing for the hotel organ- 
ization. Although ASCAP is not 
mentioned in H.B. 616, Mowrey 
made it known that his organization 
was responsible for the action he- 
cause it objected to the licensing 
arrangements of the society. How- 
ever, as the bill is now written, BMI 
would be equally guilty. 





Milton Drake has set eight songs 
with Columbia pictures and is the 
co-writer with Ben Oakland and 


which Metro has accepted for the 
forthcoming Marx Bros. picture, 


The delegation | 
| from BMI is due to make themselves 


it deals | 





MAY APPORTION 
LIKE MUSICIANS 


Now Seems Likely That First 
Real Progress Toward 
Music Peace Is in Sight— 
Mutual Talks Continue 








ASCAP WILLING 








Negotiations between ASCAP and | 
radio for the basis of a new licens- | 
ing deal began to take on some mo-| 
mentum yesterday (Tuesday) when | 
the ASCAP radio committee called 
in its board of directors to mull over | 
a per program fermula which the, 
former had worked out. Con-| 
ferences held recently between this 
committee and Mutual Network, 
spokesmen have. brought out evi-| 
dence that Mutual is strongly in-| 
clined toward making a blanket deal | 
but that it would not enter into seri- | 
ous discussions on such a proposition 
until ASCAP had first made avail-| 
able what it (Mutual) termed the 
‘mechanics of a per program basis.’ 

Impression in both Mutual and 
ASCAP is that once the per program 
formula, as provided for under the 
U. S. government’s consent decree, 
is tossed on the table the negotia-| 
tions can be brought to a relatively 
speedy conclusion. With this alter-, 
native proposal at hand the two 
camps could then start talking about 
a flat annual sum that is to to be 
guaranteed ASCAP under a five- 
year, or even 10 year, contract. 

Like A.F.M. Deal 

Idea of making a flat deal with) 
ASCAP has always been a strong 
one within the broadcasting indus- 
try and there is now no small lean- 
ing in the same direction among the 
ASCAP directors. Radio industry 
has had several years of experience 
of operating under a similar blanket | 
guarantee of expenditure and that’s) 
the employment plan of the Ameri- | 
can Federation of Musicians. No exact | 
quotations have been made on either | 
side what the stipulated annual pay- 
ment should be between ASCAP and 
the radio industry. ASCAP took in 
| around $5,000,000 from the broadcast- 
| ing industry for 1940 and it is ex- 
| pected that the starting level of the 
new contract will not be less than 
that sum since the networks are re- 
quired under the consent decree, and 
'for the first time in ASCAP-radio 
relations, to make payments directly 
on hookup programs. 

The indications within ASCAP are 
ithat no move will be made to re- 
sume conversations with the com- 
mittee of 15 appointed by National 
| Association of Broadcasters until a 
deal has been worked out with 
| Mutual. At the preliminary meeting 
| between the two factions two weeks 
j}ago mention was made from the 
| broadcaster contingent about a 
| blanket arrangement but ASCAP’s 
radio committee was advised at the 
same time that it would have to sub- 
mit along with such a proposal a per 
program formula before the other 
program could get any intelligent 
consideration. 





Peter Maurice of England 


Incorporates in N. Y. 


Albany, April 1. 

Peter Maurice, Inc.. has been char- 
| tered to conduct a music publishing 
| business in New York, with a capi- 
tal stock of 100 shares, no par value. 
| Bernard L. Miller, of New York, is 
| filing attorney and a director. 

Maurice makes the latest of Brit- 
ish publishers to set up a corpora- 
tion in this country to facilitate the 
handling of royalty interests. The 
directors will consist also of Maurice, 
his London general manager, Jimmy 
Phillips, and Louis Bernstein, head 
of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. Latter 
| firm will serve as the exclusive sales 
}agent for the Peter Maurice works 
jin this country. 


Dubin and Arthur Schwartz 
the music for ‘Navy Blues’ at 
| Warners, 


Al 


Inning 
In 


Music Law Adds Vital Decision 


In Trish Eyes’ Renewal Case 





Hailed by oldline publishers as 
one of the most significant victories 
for them 
opinion which Judge Edward A. 
Conger, of the N. Y. federal court, 
rendered last week in the contest be- 
tween M. Witmark & Sons and the 
Fred Fisher Music Co. over the re- 
newal rights to ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling.’ For the first time a 
U. S. court has held that the assign- 
ment of a renewal right made by a 
writer more than a year before the 
renewal can become effective is 
binding on the writer so long as the 
latter is alive when the renewal be- 
comes due. Judge Conger on the 
other hand expressed the doubt that 


such a transfer is enforceable upon 
the writer’s heirs or estate. 


Judge Conger went into an ex- 
haustive analysis of all the legal and 
historical sources introduced at the 
trial of the case. Even though, as 
this jurist saw it, the Congress 
which passed on the renewal sec- 
tion of the copyright law was intent 
upon giving the writer the exclusive 
right to renew his copyright it 
(Congress) had not set up any bar 
to prevent the writer for assigning 
his future rights to any one and at 
anytime. Judge Conger also 
couldn’t see why a transfer of this 
sort would be against public policy. 


Pressed for Cash 


Evidence was introduced at the 


‘trial that after George Graff, Jr., one 
| of the tune’s writers, had given Wit- 


mark two assignments of his renew- 
al rights he made a similar deal 
with Fisher. Both Fisher and Graff 
were represented in the litigation by 
John Schulman, who is also counsel 
for the Songwriters Protectitve As- 
sociation, which as an organization 
is strongly interested in having va- 
cated assignment renewals made by 
songwriters years ago. Schulman 
proposes to appeal from Judge Con- 
ger’s findings. 

The decision, if upheld, is figured 


in recent years is the) 


to affect many valuable old copy- 
rights, since it was a common proe- 
cedure among the oldline publish- 
ing houses to obtain renewal assign- 
ments from writers when the latter, 
pressed for quick money, would often 
sell out their future rights to get it. 


i) MUSIC RACKS 
ADDED DESPITE 
BIZ DECLINE 


Even though the pop sheet music 
business in general is about 50% off 
from what it had been a year ago the 
International Circulation Co. has con- 
tinued to expand its placement of 
music racks among stationery, drug- 
stores, icecream parlors, etc., in the 
hinterland. It has just added 500 
more racks to its distributing list, 
making a total of over 3,000 such 
racks on hand with stores serviced 
by the ICC. 


These racks contain the first 20 
| best sellers and an initial order by 
International on a displayed song is 
15,000 copies. 


BMI’s Coast Haul 


Hollywood, April 1. 


Broadcast Music landed the title 
|song of Walt Disney’s ‘The Reluc- 
|tant Dragon’ for publication and 
| planted four numbers by its own 
| writers in the next ‘Dr. Christian’ 
|picture for RKO. ‘Dragon’ was 
written by T. Hee, Charles Wolcott 
|and Ed Penner of the Disney staff. 

| ‘Christian’ numbers are by Jack 
|Owens, Claude Sweeten, David 
Gregory and Al Moss, 
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Hollywood Gold - Diggers 
of ’41 | 

(PALACE, CLEVELAND) | 
Cleveland, March 28. 


Gautier’s Bricklayers, Sue Ryan 
Helene Denizon, Lew Hoffman. Carter 


and Holmes, Gordon Trio, Lee 
Kelson, Betty North, Kozloff’s 
Line (44); ‘Footsteps in Dark’ 
(WB). 





Dayton got the break-in date for 
Harry Howard's new unit, but it’s 
been revamped here, with a cou-| 
ple of new acts added, and is 
shaping up as a large-scaled flash 
show that goes big for pulchritude 
and flag-waving. Looks like a 
strong money puller, with lavishly 
done numbers woven around good 
standard acts and a timely flavor. 


What gives it sock here is the 
runway the Palace _ built over 
orchestra pit, plus stairways to up- 
per boxes, to display 44 peacherinos 
in the line. Lee Kelson lets out a 
warm baritone in ‘Beautiful Lady’ 
for first beauty parade. 

It builds nice background for 
vivid girl-tossing adagio work by 
the Gordon Trio, who tighten up the 
spectacular opening. Lew Hoffman 
gets a tough following spot, but his 
affable mugging and juggling of gags, 
and falls earn okay laughs. Neat 
novelty is Gautier’s trained pups 
doing amusing knockabout takeoff | 
on Willie, West and McGinty in a) 
house-wrecking bit. Flying trapeze | 
wind-up in which dogs go sailing | 
through air, had every kid in the| 


house yipping hysterically for an | cluding Mia Miles, William Watson, 
encore. 


Carter and Holmes waste some 
time on juggler burlesque, but their 
clowning approach to several deft 
gymnastic stunts adds_ freshness. 
With only an impressionistic gold- 
leafed tree for a bare setting, 
Helene Denizon’s graceful toe-twirl- 
ing doesn’t impress at first, but her 
firebird spinning dance, backed by 


fine musical accompaniment, is 
more imaginative and better re- 
ceived. 


Betty North is out for just a brief 
spell, handling the vocals satsfac- 
torily in an American Indian en- 
semble. A punchy break in tempo 
comes when Sue Ryan sails into her 
song caricatures on prima donnas 
and jitterbugs. Her sense of satire 
is as sure as her sharply comic, 
noisy impersonations, and the girl's 
vitality in jiving ‘Back to Bach’ 
shakes them out of their seats. 

Kozloff’s unusually large troupe 
of dancers is fast on iis feet in a 
saucy can-can, besides having eye- 
opening figgers and a splendid ward- 
robe. In finale they take a bow to 
flags of all the Allies, with girls bob- 
bing out from behind them in smart 
costumes. 

Somebody impersonating George 
Washington then appears in an up- 


per box to read his famous lines 
about protecting these shores. ‘Abe 
Lincoln’. also rises in the opposite 


box to recite a condensed version of 
his Gettysburg address. They are 
frankly so corny in makeup 
some guffaws. burst forth 
Saturday’s (29th) audience but the 
unfolding of a huge American flag 
that hangs from the top flies to the 
runway makes it the most extrava- 
gant and spectacular patriotic finish 
seen hereabout since George M. 
Cohan’s Yankee Doodle days. 


Biz strong. Pullen. 


that | 


from} Diosa Costello and Conga Revue, 


Bare Facts and Figures 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N.C., March 21. 
Myles Bell, Nan Bedini, Golden 
Gate Trio, Brother Slim Williams, | 
Mia Miles Trio, The Rolands (2),| 
The Myrtle Walston Girls (10), Ar- 
dell & Delores, Frank Smedick’s 
Band (5); ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U). 


Although this show had been out 
less than a week when caught, it, 
moved with speed and precision and | 
drew heavy in the laugh and plaudits | 
department, with its smartly-paced, | 
talent-studded acts. Chief factor in| 
the success of the show is emcee} 
Myles Bell, who works hard to sell | 
each act and then comes on in a| 
single to wow ‘em with his clever | 
patter and clowning. Add to this 
his pleasing stage personality and a 
nice singing voice, the effect being | 
socko. 

Working with a doll as a prop, 
Bell does a take-off on ‘Sonny Boy,’ 
a la Jolson, that drew big laughs. | 
He also scores heavily again working 
with songstress Nan Bedini, who} 
pipes ‘The Nearness- of You’ and} 
‘What Is It.’ 

The Golden Gate Trio, made up| 
of tenors Ernie Rich and Herman 
Hunt, plus Tom Murray, bass, sell 
their harmonizing neatly. They open 
with a nice rendition of ‘Down By 
the Old Ohio,’ follow with a standard 
spiritual and leave ’em yelling for 
more with their Scotch version of 
‘Roaming in the Gloaming.’ Trio 
come back to score nicely, harmon- 
izing as each does a different ditty. 

The Mia Miles Trio, adagioists in- 


and George Lette, open the show 
| with a turn marked by grace and 
| precision and enhanced by excellent 
| musical accompaniment. The Ro-| 
| lands, brother and sister dancing act, 
|are on twice. Their first is a stand- 
ard terp turn, while they come back | 
| later to please with some torrid tap- 
ping and boogie-woogie gyrations. | 

Bell introduces a ‘Bundles for | 
Anybody’ number, which serves as a| 
setting for a double strip number in| 
which Ardell and Delores shed their 
ruffles and silkies and drop them in 
the bundles box. The Myrtle Wal- | 
ston girls (10) are pleasing in three 
standard appearances. Bell assists on 
a Mex rhumba turn, piping some ris- 
que lyrics between the torso wrig- 
glings, and the girls ring down the} 
curtain with a spirited can-can, Pro- | 

| ducer Dan Fitch lives up to his rep | 

for picking good-lookers for his line, | 
with this one sporting its quota.| 
Smedick’s band (5) backs the show | 
nicely trom the stage. 

Brother Slim Williams, blackface | 
vet, scores pleasingly with his parson | 
monolog. Williams, whose blackface | 
experience dates back to the Delmar | 
circuit and Al G. Fields days, is a| 
strong laugh-puller with his slightly | 

| blue patter. 





canism. Simple crack: ‘It’s better 
to pay higher taxes than to be under 
| the Axis. 


Good biz on show caught. Just. 


Diosa’s Hotel Spot 


| 
| 


; with Jesus Martini band, follows 
| Winter Ice Carnival into the Terrace 
| Room, Hotel New Yorker April 11. 
Bobby Byrne orchestra 
Woody Herman at same time. 


Revamped ice show returns to the | 


Terrace May 1. 
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Worcester Sun. Vaude 


Resumes Easter (13) ||Night Club Reviews 


Worcester, April 1. 
Sunday vaudeville in Municipal 
Auditorium will be resumed Easter 


|Sunday (13) after a lapse of several 
months, under direction of Frank | 


Duffy, local dance promoter. 
Ben Bernie and four 


been lined up for opener. Duffy 


acts have | 


{ 
| 




















Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 


(HOTEL NICOLLET) 

Minneapolis, March 22. 
Ran Wilde Orch (12), Robbins 

Bros. and Margie (3), LePaul, Do- 


plans top of 75c, two-bits less than | rqine and Ellis; week-day minimum, 


formerly. 


SEEK MIDWEST HOME 
FOR INDIGENT ACTORS 


Chicago, April 1. 
Show Folks, Inc., organization o 


former and active members in show | 
biz, is aiming for the establishment | 
of a home in Chicago to be known two violins, one saxe, two pianos, a_ 


| $1; Saturdays, $1.50. 

| Playing his third engagement in 
this swanky spot, Ran Wilde and his 
small but first-rate orchestra again 
deliver dance and show music of a 
brand that has made the aggregation 
| Popular locally. It’s plenty swingy 
and listenable, but not too loud, not 


¢ hard on the establishment's bankroll.| who cared to attend. 


A strong floor show, also not overly 
costly, is extremely pleasing. 
Two trumpets, three tenor saxes, 


as Actors Haven, which would care | bass viol and the drums give forth 


for aged performers in the mid- 
west. 
Organization 
with a meeting tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) in the Hotel Sherman. Of- 
ficers of the organization are Peggy 
Richards, Jean Cook, Irene Coffey, 
Queenie Kleven and Mae Love Levy. 


| POO4O444444646644644464466 


N. Y. Nitery Follow-Up : 


PEFFEFFFFFFFFFFFEFOFOOOHS 


D’Artega’s new band at LaMar- 
tinique, N. Y., is a neat setup of two 
brass, three reeds and three rhythm 
with the maestro doing some accor- 
dioning on brief occasion, although 
it’s chiefly a personality baton job. 
He does a good show accompaniment 
for Mati and Hari, with their unique 
and somewhat zany terp impressions 
and for the holdover Danny Kaye 
who, however, relies mostly on his 
spouse, Sylvia Fine, for piano ac- 
comp. D’Artega is no novice at 
dansapation and does a neat loca- 
tion job here. Herbert Curbello’s 
Latins continue with their sock 
brand of congarhumba tempos. 

Mildred Bailey is making the 
swank Ruban Bleu on East 54th 
street (N. Y.) almost a jive joint, 





{smooth rhythm. Because of his 


| broadcasts from the Terrace, Wilde 


will start its drive , goes in largely for BMI numbers, in-| photos of the acts. 


‘eluding ‘No Fooling,’ ‘Here’s My 
| Heart’ and ‘Walking by the River.’ 
| Arrangements are neat, if not 
| especially striking. Outfit has no 
|novelty or comedy pretenses, but 
|confines itself to danceable music 
and, inasmuch as dancing enjoyment 
is the main guest inducement here, 
it fulfills its function well. Playing 
of the show is faultless, too. As for 
Wilde himself, he pianos nicely, most 
of the orch’s arrangements bringing 
out his keyboard work. He also does 
a good job of conducting and emcee- 
ing and his personality is pleasing. 
For vocalists the band has picked up 
the Three Clark Sisters, a local trio, 
who were not caught at this show. 
The two Robbins brothers and 
Margie are acrobatic dancers who 
provide thrills. One of the boys 
goes into a spinwheel that’s socko 
and the precision and backward 
somersaults also land solidly. 
LePaul, sleight-of-hand artist, pro- 
duces a live canary from a seem- 
ingly empty newspaper page 
then devotes himself to clever tricks 
with cards. He infuses comedy 





evidence plenty of skill. 
Very youthful and 


personable, 
|Doraine and Allen, girl 


and boy 


calling out quite a few of the 52d | singers in musical comedy costumes, 
pl 


sweet rhythm-singing. 


es with her brand of | warble such numbers as the ‘Italian 
At the same | Street Song,’ 


‘Vienna Dream,’ 


j 
| 
“ 


and | 


touches into his manipulations which | 


etc. | 


time she’s an especially strong inter- | Their voices blend nicely and they | 


Vocal Coach Puts 
On Streamlined 


~ Audition In N.Y. 





Possibly on theory that there 
should be a first time for everything 
Joe Stewart, voice coach, last Fri- 
day (28) presented what he termed 
|a streamlined ‘atmosphered’ audi- 
‘tion of nitery talent for the enlight- 
,enment of all those Broadway agents 
Professor 
| Stewart fondly referred to his ex- 
| periment as ‘Vocal Futures,’ 


| Giggle water was planted on the 
reception table, mentioned in the 
| program billing and handed around 
| by hostesses. A bulber took flash 
Sprinkling of 
|newspapermen were in evidence 
| gandering the proceedings. There 
| were scouts from the Morris office and 
| Music Corp of America. The Nola 
| Studio, in building housing station 
| WMCA, rented for the occasion, was 
| jammed. 


Lineup of embryo femme nitery 

talent, all dressed up in their best 
| bibs, appeared on a slightty raised 
' stage. Baby spots, a gilt backdrop 
‘and Bob Pattern’s orch combined to 
|give girls chance to work under 
favorable conditions. 
Agents were regaled with num- 
bers such as ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
"Yes My Darling Daughter,’ and 
fother pop melodies, pretume''v 
| because they presented least dif- 
ficulty for the performers, some of 
whom had only a few weeks vocal 
training. Among those _ presented 
| were Madeline Holmes, introduced 
as daughter of Taylor Holmes 
(brother Philip in films), who tried 
with torch and comedy numbers. 


Professional audience appeared to 
be in a receptive mood, perhaps sub- 
stantiating Stewart's theory that ‘at- 
mosphere’ conditions inspire new 
talent to give better performances. 


His stuff is fairly cur- | 
rent and he goes heavy for Ameri-} 


succeeds | 


that 
usually 


Herbert Jacoby’s class 


attracts. 


rhythmic versions of ‘Lover Come | 


Back to Me,’ 
Trouble I’ve Seen,’ ‘Bee 
‘Downhearted Blues,” ‘When 


| 


Man Is Dead and Gone,’ with a piano- | 


guitar-string bass background, make | et and teach them to the guests, 
| with 
Holding over are the Delta Rhythm | bottles of champagne, 


for solid appeal. 


Boys, vocal quartet whose piano-ar- 
ranger masterminds their unique vo- 
cal harmonics. They are _ indubi- 
table faves here. Hope Emerson is 
a returner with saucy songs which, 
somehow, don’t click. Must be her 
material as she’s registered to much 
better effect in the past, both here 
and elsewhere. Abel. 


Saranac Lake 


} By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, April 1. 
In a letter recently received from 
| Sir Harry Lauder, ‘in 
Scotland, Sir Harry states that he 
| has a $5 bet on ‘us’ to win the war. 

Dr. George Wilson, medico-in- 
chief of the Will Rogers, has worn 
out a pen signing go-home reports. 
| Among those officially skedded to | 
| leave are Tudor Cameron, Val Gu- | 
| eral, Max Smallens, Sylvia Cohen, | 
| Peggy Kensella, Bede Fiddler, Bill | 
| Plunkett and Frances Diamond. 
Rev. Alvin B. Gurley takes time | 
|} Out to direct a Sunday afternoon | 
Bible class at the Will Rogers. Turn- 
j out is S.R.O. 

Since the Hotel Saranac has shut- 
| tered its orchestra and floorshow, ho- 
| tel’s biz has been off. Hennessey’s 
| Grill now only spot in town that has 
entertainment and band. 

Patricia Edwards took the phrenic 
| Operation and is doing O.K. Harry 
| Clifton get a slight reaction and is 
| held in bed. 

Anna May Tesslo was hopped up 
by the unannounced visit of her | 
mother, | 

Harry Martin (Stuart) got his first | 
*‘you’re-doing-good’ report. He imme- 
diately wired his agent, ‘after 26 | 
weeks on this circuit I got a good | 
report, see if Eddie Sherman can | 
use me.’ 

Frank Moran, ex-blackface comic 
from Boston, here for a checkup. 
Medico pronounced him okay. 

Thanks to Steve Forrest, Joseph 
Vaughey, Bobby Graham, Tommy 
Vicks, Harry Leyton, Charlie Mack, 
Jimmy Lake, Jack Hirsch, Grant 
Cane, Fred Doringer, John Clancy, 
Richard Flournoy, Weaver Bros. and 
Elviry, Polly Jenkins and her Plow- 
boys, Bryce Lavign for their greet- 
ings and reading matter sent to this | 





| 








Colony. | 
Write te those who are ilL 


| 

|lude here with the white tie trade | put plenty of dramatic fire into their | 
bistro | efforts. 
Miss Bailey’s | able to get enough of them 


‘Nobody Knows the| the old-time songs and invites the | 
Gezint,’| customers to join in singing them. | 
That} There are also the Arthur Murray 


The customers seemed un- 





| 
Geo. Church Bankrupt 
During the early show Wilde plays 
George L. Church, dancer at La 
| Conga nitery, N. Y., has filed a vol- 
untary bankruptcy petition, listing 
no assets and $1,423 in liabilities. 
winning | Among creditors are Joe Whitley, 
| owed $240 for publicity from Jan. 
1-March 1, 1941, and Dan L. Blank, 
manager and agent, owed $216 in 
| commissions from February, 1940, to 


dancers who illustrate the newest | 


the most apt pupils 


Room well 
caught. 


filled at show 


Rees. 


late 


Strathaven, | 


Beachcomber, Prov. 





Providence, March 28. 
| Chico Simone’s Congarhumba 
|Band (6), Cheena DeSimone and 
| her Congarhumba_ dancers (6), 
George Escudero, Pearl Dionne, 
| Eddie Edwards’ Continentals (4). 


| 

| Informality seems to be the note 
|at the Beachcomber, with little 
| change from the pattern established 
at its opening show. Bill generally 
calls for congarhumba dances, 
| Spanish singer, pop-girl singer and 
| rhumba lessons. Customers are also 
| given a chance to fulfill what for 


| some may be a lifelong ambition, 


that of leading a band. 

Chico Simone’s congarhumba band, 
batoned by Bill Venti, provides a 
pulse-beating rhythm. George Escu- 
dero, Spanish singer, has a pleasing 
personality and does a nice job of 
putting oomph into his Spanish num- 
bers. Pearl Dionne, American pop 
singer, fits in nicely with more mod- 
ern melody. 

Cheena De Simone introduces an 
innovation in the current floor show. / 
and joins her troupe in what she 
calls conga-boogie. Dance has conga 
rhythm basis plus boogie-woogie 
Looks like a page out of a voodoo 
dance and provides plenty of oppor- 
tunity for contortions galore. Bill 
Morton, house press agent, emcees 
the spot. Eddie Edwards’ smooth 
Continentals work the relief for 
more sedate dance tunes. Malo. ' 


| February, 1941. 
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Not a Radio STAR 
Not a Screen STAR 








But an Attraction 
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Anywhere 
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Starting Republic 


HELD OVER THREE WEEKS 
STRAND, NEW YORK 


DAVIS 


Picture April 13 

















MANY THANKS— 





Rep.: BILLY DELL 


Jack Partington, Jesse Kaye and the entire staff for 
a most pleasant, two-week engagement at the 
Roxy Theatre, New York. 


JACK McCOY 
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N.Y. BILL AIMS AT AGENTS 





Optioning Acts Seasons in Advance 


Becomes Practi 


A new practice is evidently taking | 
hold in vaude booking circles, i.e., 
optioning name acts for seasons in 
advance. Thus Eddie Sherman, indie 
booker, has already signed the Ralph 
Edwards unit, ‘Truth and Conse- 
quences,’ the Ink Spots and Andrews | 
Sisters for dates at the Hippodrome, | 
Baltimore, next fall and _ winter. ! 
Sherman, incidentally, leaves today | 
(Wednesday) for a short visit on the 
Coast with Abbott and Costello, 
whom he personally manages. | 

Idea behind the far-in-advance 
booking is insure the house getting 
certain name acts at their current 
salaries, thus forestalling the pos- 
sibility that prices might rise shortly | 
because of certain acts’ growing pop- | 
ularity. 

A similar practice has been fol- 
lowed for some time by Harry, 
Kalcheim, booker of the N. Y. Para- 
mount, with bands. Via this method 
Kalcheim repeats certain bands until 
they become standard names for the 
Par, especially newer orchs which 
are given their first Broadway stage 
opportunities by the Paramount's 
booker. Kalcheim, however, in his 
options usually stipulates raises in| 
salaries for subsequent appearances. | 











| 
MPLS. NITERY OP GUILTY 
ON PHONEY COIN CHARGE: 





Minneapolis, April 1. 


Eddie Firotto, owner and operator | 


of the Cleft, after-hours night club 
here, was found guilty, along with 
three Chicago men, in dis- 
trict court of possession and sale of 


federal 


counterfeit money on three counts 


and is awaiting sentence. The prin- 
cipal witness against him was a 22- 
year old girl, who testified Firotto 
gave her counterfeit money to pass. 
Maximum penalty is 15 years in 
prison and a $5,000 fine for each of 
the three counts. 


The lid was clamped down here 
again after Cedric Adams stated in 
his Star-Journal column that several 
hundred unlicensed after-hour niter- 
ies were running hog wild and a 
blowoff was due. 


A bill was passed in the state 
legislature requiring all niteries and 
saloons to have a state permit, which 
would be revoked if any slot machine 
was found on the premises. During 
the debate one of the senators 
charged that a brother of a county 
attorney controlled the slot machine 
privilege. 


Sun. Vaude-Orch Policy 
For Malden, Mass., Aud 


Malden, Mass., April 1. 

A big Sunday name show policy 
begins here April 13, patterned after 
the successful ones in Lowell, with 
bookings being arranged by Ben 
Ford cooperating with Ray Galvin’s 
Eastern Orchestra Service. Shows 
will be under auspices of Malden 
Elks Christmas Cheer Fund, and 
will be held at Malden high school 
auditorium, 


Set-up will include one or two 
Mame personalities weekly, six acts 
of vaudeville, one name and a local 
orch. The four shows per Sunday 





will’ be scaied at 40-60c afternoons | 


and 60-85c evenings. 


Anita Louise was set to start first 
show (1:3), but has been called back 
to Hollywood. Thus far, Louis Prima 
and Blanche Cailoway orchestras are 
set with Tony, Juanita and Buddy, 
WBZ hillbilly trio, 

Isabel Jewell is set for April 20 | 
with Larry Clinton and Fenton Bros. 
orchestras, Adrian O’Brien and Alice 
O'Leary, local radio and _ 0nitery 
favorites. | 


| Whyte, Alpha . 


ce Among Bookers 





"Equip State, Hartford, 
For Ice Show Policy 


State, Hartford, operated by the 
Martin Bros., is installing a perma- 
;nent ice plant for the purpose of 
presenting at least five ice shows 
yearly as part of its regular stage 
show-films policy. 

Four pro shows, at least, will be 
presented, possibly produced by the 
theatre itself, and one presentation 
made up of local amateur skaters. 

State’s ice plant is the first perma- 
nent one in a theatre with the ex- 





| ception of the Center, in Radio City, 


N. Y., which reopens Friday (4) 
with a new version of ‘It Happens On 
Ice.’ 





CHICAGO AGENT 


GROUP OKAYS 
AGVA TIE 


Chicago, April 1. 
General meeting of the Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn. was held in the 
Sherman hotel last week for rati- 


| with the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists. EMA, which includes prac- 
| tically all the bookers and agents 
operating in Chicago, passed the 
resolution unanimously, with each of 
the bookers ana agents present af- 
fixing personal signatures to the 
agreement. 

Those who signatured the agree- 
ment are: 
Allied Music 
Service, Associated Orchestras, 
Theatrical Agency, Chicago Artists 
| Bureau, Joe Cody Attractions, Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc., Joe 
Coffey Amus, Co., William C. Heim- 
back Sr., Henshel Thompson Amuse- 
ment Booking Enterprise, Kennway 
Corp., Metropolitan Booking Office, 
Nadel Brothers, David P. O'Malley, 


Donna Parker-Peter Piper Produc- 
tions, Alma Clausen, Riley & Goss, 
James A. Roberts, General Amuse- 


ment and Spamer & Associates. 
Also, Phil Tyrrell, Inc., Reginald 
Voorhees Music & Entertainment, 
Young Productions & Management 
Corp., Marion Garner’ Griffith, 
Tommy Sacco Theatrical Mart, Gus 
Sun Agency, Block & Hyman, Guy 
Perkins Agency & Marcus Glazer, 
Central Booking, John King Enter- 


prices, Frank’s Theatrical Agency, 
Thos. Burchill Agency, Sammy 
Clark, Charles E. Hogan, Sam Rob- 


erts, Seymour Shapiro Agency, Hal- 
perin & Greben, Sam Herman 
Agency, John Benson, E. B. Sligh, 
Affiliated Booking Agency, Edward 


M. Morse, Marty Bloom Entertain- 
ment, Max Landau Theatrical 
| Agency, John H. Billsbury, Artists 
Casting Bureau, Fitzsimmons The- 
atrical Enterprises, Performers Con- 
solidated Attractions, Milton Schus- 
ter, Hal Lawrence Theatrical Ex- 
change, Duke Yellman, Barnes- 
Carruthers Fair Booking Assn. 
Associate members: Wade Booth, 
Mort Infield, Danny Graham, Wally | 


Weiss, Howard Schultz, Doris Hur- 
tig, Jack Russell, John Mullaney, 
Ray Lyte, Hal Blake Cowles, Sidney 
K. Wormser, Paul Marr, Jack R. 
Stewart, Mrs. Fred Rosenthal, L. N. 
Fleckles Jr., Floyd F. Shaw, George 


W. Konchar Sr., Alexander Mar- 
ney, George W. Konchar Jr., Bert 
Howarée, Marvin Welt, John J. Dono- 
van, Robert W. Pursell, Ruth Ra- 
cette, Mike Levy, Harry E. Sigman, 
Edward C. Hayman, Bill Parent, 
Lillian LeHaye, George Hall, Wich- 
olas M. Boila, Mike Tafflin, Murty 


,. Demaree, Sidney J. 


Page and George A. Laadt. 





Jerry Wayne, baritone with the 
Bobby Byrne band, leaves that out- 
fit just before it goes into the New 
Yorker hotel, New York, April 11 


a 


1 YEAR AS LIMIT 
ON COLLECTIONS 





posed Statute Would 
Amend N.Y. State Labor 
Law in Relation to Em- 
ployment Agencies—Com- 
missions Would Be Held 
Down to 5% 





PROTESTS TO ALBANY 





A new bill proposed by Assembly- 
man Harold Ostertag in Albany to 
amend the State’s labor law, in re- 
lation to employment agencies, is 
fraught with obstacles for theatrical 
agents, not the least of which is the 
limitation to 5% in commissions and 
only one year’s collections on per- 
formers receiving salaries totalling 
more than $3,000 yearly. Bill is now 
before the rules committee of the 
Assembly. 

The Artists Representatives Assn., 
of N. Y. City, via counsel I. Robert 
Broder, Monday (31) wired protests 
against the passage of the bill to 
Oswald Heck, Speaker of the assem- 
bly and chairman of the Rules Com- 
mittee, and Abbott Moffatt, chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Com- 





fication of the proposed agreement | 


and Entertainment | 
Benn | 


mittee. It was pointed out to them 


|that the measure would work great 


hardship on all agents in the show 
business. American Federation of 
Radio Artists also wired protests 


(Tuesday ). 
Besides the limitation of commis- | 
sion to 5% for all agents, 


Assemblyman Ostertag’s Pro- 














ing Response to Filing 


Nominations for AGVA’s National 
Voting Brings April 12 Extension 





Mpls. Safeguards Aud 


Against Non-Payoffs 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

Under terms of an ordinance in- 
treduced in the city council here, 
no show or attraction of any sort can 
come into the municipal Auditorium 
without posting a deposit or bond to 
insure payment of rental and of pos- 
sible creditors. 

Measure is intended to safeguard 
city and local tradesmen and comes 
as result of recent departure of 
Larry Sunbrock, leaving $4,000 in un- 
paid bills incurred by his Hollywood 
thrill show. 


TA CITES BOREO, 
13 OTHERS IN 
CONTEMPT 











against the bill to Albany yesterday | riel Abbott Dancers (12), floorshow | 


|of the Latin Quarter in Miami, for | 
| appearing last Tuesday (25) at an 
except | unauthorized benefit in Nassau 


those who personally manage only | sponsored by the Duke and Duchess | 


one particular artist and no others, 


and the limitation of collections to | walters, operating the Miami nitery, 


one year on salaries over $3,000, the | 
bill also provides for doubling of 
employment agency fee in all cities | 
| of 1,000,000 or more population. This | 
means that a license in N.Y.C. would | 
cost $50 instead of the current $25. 








The executive committee set up 
several months ago by the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America to 
administer the American Guild of 
Variety Artists has postponed 
AGVA’'s national election because 
‘the response from the locals was 
disappointing.” As a result, there’s 
an extension for filing nominations 
to the national board to April 12— 
March 22 was the original deadline— 
and ballots will be mailed April 19, 
with voting terminated by 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 3. It was originally 
proposed to end the balloting 
April 17. 

According to the Four A’s exec- 
utive committee, which is supervis- 
ing the election, the locals not only 
were delinquent in filing petitions 
for nominations but failed in some 
instances to follow rules laid down 
for the procedure of the election. In 
a statement to all of the locals, the 
committee, in fact, referred. to the 
response as ‘deplorable.’ It was 
pointed out that it’s ‘the real pur- 
pose of the Four A’s to conduct a 
proper and truly national election.’ 

Reps’ Chances Better 

It is again stated that due to the 
maximum quota of 45 for the na- 
tional board, locals may find it pos- 


|sible to land more than one or two 
Theatre Authority has cited Emile | 


| Boreo, Henry Theron and the Mer- 


representatives. While it is figured 
| that each local having 100 paid-up 
|members or more is entitled to two 
members on the national board, with 


| locals under that membership figured 


| of Windsor. In a meeting with Lou | 
prior to the show’s sailing, Bert 
|Green, TA’s Miami rep, had in- 
|formed him that the performers 


| Bill also calls for doubling bonds re- | 


| quired from employment agencies, 
| vis., $2,000 instead of the $1,000 bond 
| required currently. 

Time Limit 

The time iimit for collection of 
comissions would work a particular 
hardship on picture and radio agents, 
who often set performers for term- 
ers running over a period of years, 
and at times on legit agents, when 
they are fortunate in landing a player 
in a long-running show, such as 
‘Tobaccu Road,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Life 
With Father,’ etc. 

Measure, which contains specific 
provisions on theatrical employment 
| agencies and theatrical engagements, 
defines the former to mean and in- 
clude: 

‘The business of conducting an 
agency, bureau, office or any place 
|for the purpose of procuring or of- 
fering, promising or attempting to 
provide engagements for circus, 
vaudeville, theatrical and other en- 
tertainments or exhibitions or per- 
formances, or of giving information 
as to where such 
be procured or provided, whether 
such business is conducted in a 
building, on the street or else- 
where. Term, ‘theatrical employ- 
ment agency’ also shall include and 
apply ‘to any person who sells, man- 
ages, produces, supplies, 
furnishes entertainment other than 
|his own personal services at any 


presents or; 


|should be paid and that if the per- 
| formers worked gratis it would be in 
violation of rules. 


The show had already closed at 


ithe Latin Quarter before sailing for 


engagements may | 


, function, banquet or social affair for | 


| hire and pay.’ 

It also is to include ‘an artist's or 
performer’s representative or man- 
ager, or any person engaged by an 
artist or owner of an act or thea- 
trical enterprise to obtain employ- 
ment or engagements or to repre- 
sent him in any negotiations for such 
per engagements, appearances, 
etc., in any branch of the theatrical, 
amusement, motion picture, radio, 
operatic or concert field.’ 


son’s 





Ann Corio to Oriental 
| Ann Corio ha: 


'Todd for week of May 2 at his 
Oriental, Chicago. 
Stripper aid to be grabbing $1,- 
00 f date 


been inked by Mike ! 


i 


Nassau and the special performance. 


It’s not yet known what the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, a 
member of TA, will do, but Equity, 
as a result of the performers’ dis- 
regard of TA’s ruling, will not per- 
mit Boreo or Theron to play in legit. 
If booked in a show coming within 
Equity’s jurisdiction, they would 
face trial by the actors’ union and 
probable fine, with the latter often 
being very stiff. 


Nixes Cash for Benefit 
Miami, April 1. 
Lew Walters, operator of the local 
Latin Quarter nitery turned down 
booking at the Olympia theatre 
(Par) here in order to play a Brit- 


ish War Relief benefit in Nassau 
(27). 
He flew his entire bill, including 


his own 
Show scored‘a smash hit. 


Sally Rand, over at 
pense. 


ex- 


Philly Nitery Folds Holy 


for one rep, all vacancies not filled 
will be culled from defeated nomi- 
nees in direct order of the num- 
ber of votes received, so long as he 
gets a vote equal to at least 25% of 
the local’s paidup membership. Thus, 
| certain locals which sent in only one 
| or two nominating petitions now 


| have the opportunity te file more. 


| 


Up to March 22 the original dead- 
line, only 11 officially accepted 
nominations had been filed, when 
at least 100 or more were expected. 
Of these, Boston accounted for two; 
Cincinnati, six, and San Francisco, 
three. New York filed 16 petitions 
subject to check for standing of 
members signing; Philadelphia sent 


in six, of which two are subject for 
check of membership signing, while 
four did not contain the requisite 
number of 25 signatures for the 
nominee. 

Three locals, Chicago (2), Los An- 
|geles (2), and Detroit (6), sent in 
petitions late, but these will now be 


| checked and accepted if okay, while 


'other locals merely sent in excuses, 


Cleveland, for instance, stated that 
it was holding a nomination meeting 
March 30, ‘only time members can 
appear,’ although deadline was 


|March 22. 


EVANS TIRED OF PAYING 


Week, Gets Church Praise 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
For the first time in local history 


a nitery will shutter during Holy | 


Week. Frankie Palumbo yesterday 
announced he would close his spot 


in the Latin Quarter from April 7 to 
April 12. The action was applauded 
by church groups, who are seeking 
to have other niteries follow suit. 
Palumbo’s club is reputed to be the 
oldest nitery in the world. It has 
been operating on the same location 





Since 1884. 
LARRY PAGE, AGENT 
Larry Page, of hoofing trio Page, 
Dodge and Page, has left act to go 
nto agency biz. 
Peter Page continues as a single 





407, TO AGENT VINER 


Chicago, April 1. 
Through attorney Ben Ehrlich, 
ventriloquist Bob Evans, currently in 
the Empire Room of the Palmer 
House, has instituted suit against Joe 





| Viner, who allegedly has a manage- 


ment contract with Evans calling for 
40% of the performer’s salary. 

This contract, signatured a couple 
of years ago, is for a period of 10 


| years and Evans has appealed to the 


| 


] 


courts to break it as unfair. 





Esquire Beats Nitery 


Miami, April 1. 
Esquire Club, operated by local 
syndicate, has been ordered to 


change its name and remove from its 
walls all decorations of ‘Esky,’ bulb- 
ous-eyed, copyrighted wack pub- 
licized by Esquire magazine. 

Ruling by judge John W. Holland 


| was result of an equity suit brought 


against the nitery by Esquire Pub- 
lishing Co., for alleged copyright in- 
fringements. 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK APRIL 4 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











Loew 








NEW YORK CIT’ WASHINGTON 
State (3) Capitol (4) 
Lonis Armstrong O | Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Billte Holiday Frank Sinatra 

2 Zephyrs Pied Pipers 
Big Time Crip Conny Heines 








Paramount 




















NEW YORK CITS | State Lake (4) 
Para‘nount (2) tg atin MEANT e 
Charlie Barnett O Olympia (3-6) 

anna cy A | Dean Murphy 
Wen ines : Sophie Tacker 
; Betty Bruce 
CHICAGO Cass Daly 
Chicago (4) ROCKFORD 
Knight sis Coronade (9-16) 
Pitchmen Inkspots 
Sarah Ann MeCabe | Moke & Poke 
Marty May St. Paul 
Zasu Pitis Orphemu (4) 
Patsy Kelly Major Bowes Co 
BOSTON (28) 
Keith (3-6) Bernivici Co 
Cortello Co Pan Amer Follies 
Smith Rogers & E COLUMBUS 


Rose Marie 
Gane Sheldon 
6 Greys 
(27) 
Clyde McCoy 
Rov Howard 
Ruthie Barnes 
Roses & Stone 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (4) 
Erskine Hawkins O 
Chuck & Chuckles | 
| 


Ore 





Ada Brown 
Congaroo Danc 
(28) 
H’ wood Golddiggers 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (4) 


Stars Over H' wood 


Palace (78) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 
Bonnie Baker 
Stapletons 
Walter Dare Wahl 

DAYTON 

Colonial (4) 

Bernivict Co 


Pan Amer Follies 
(28) 
Stars Over H’'wood 
SYRACUSE 


Strand (4-6) 
Majcr Bowes Co 
(28) 
Erskine Hawkins O 
Bill Bailey 
Stump & Stumpy 
Congaroo Danc 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (4) 


Charlie Spivak Ore 
Evelyn Farney 
Emmett Oldtield Co 
Rufe Davis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (4) 
Jimmy Lunceford O 
Bill Robinson 
(28) 
Edith Fellows 


Witbur Evans 
Martha Raye Rev 


Cristianis 
W & G Ahearn 
Johnny Woods 


3 Swifts 


PITTSBURGH 


Stanley (4) 
Blac naetOne 
(238) 

Earl Carroll Co 


Georgio 


Rosemary Dandall 


Bert Wheeler 
Beryl Cameron 
Wiliiams & R 
| Virgini a 
Frakson 
Artie Rice 
Judson Parker 
3 Biltmorettes 
Reginald Craig 
|Leadd & Malhmy 
| READING 
} Astor (4-5) 
Ray Kinney Or 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (4) 
Martha Raye Rev 
Cristianis 
W & G Ahearn 
J & M Muleay 
3 Swifts 
(28) 

|Gae Foster Gls 
|J & J McKenna 
| Maysy & Brach 
| Power's Models 
(Gene Archer 





Dust 
Maples 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (3) 

Edwina Eustice 

Bhayne & Armstrong | 
Selma Kave 


T oren Hollenbeck 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

E-no Rapee Svymph 

Roxy (3) 

Larrv Adler 

Al bernie 

Weldon Barr 

32 Esquires 

Ann DuPont 

Paul Ash tore 
Windsor (3) 


Btreeis of Paris 
PROOKLYN 


Flatbush (3) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Helen Morgan 
Frances Faye 


Block & Sully 
BALTIMORE 


State (6-9) 
DePerrons 
George Niblo Co 
(3-5) 
oo Brooks 
ogers & Morris 
Barteli & Wms Co 
Hippodrome 
Sammy Kaye Ore 


y 
Deep River Boys 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Bogash & Bardine 
CAMDEN 
Towers (4-6) 
Thompson Bros & N 
Narvelle Bros 
Horry Reso 
Ross & Stone 
H'wood Blondes 
EASTON 
State (7-9) 
Ella Fitzgerald Or: 
Whitey Co 
Stump & Stumpy 
Bill Bailey 
ELIZABFTH 
Liberty (3-6) 


| Nelson & Hart 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (3-5) 

oe Blue Co 

;}Gus Van 

teas ie Hoveler Co 
Zelay 
| Martin & Allen 

HARTFORD 

| State (4-6) 


| Horace Heidt Ore 
| 


| NEWARK 
| Adams (4-6) 
| Gene Krupa Ore 
jJohnny Woods 
| Honey Fam 
Gil Lamb 
| PATERSON 
| Majestic (8-11) 
;} Tanner & Thomas 
[Conway & Parks 
| (Three to fill) 
| (4-7) 
|Hello Everybody U 
| PHILADELPHIA 
- Carman (4) 
Don Hovton 
Emerson Co 
|Chester Dohe ‘rty Gls 
| Jack McCoy 
| ‘ay’s (3) 
Large & Morgner 
Hoo Shee 
Kay Fears 
| [rene O'Dare 
| Billy Branch Co 
j) Ashley & Clayton 
;16 Lonergen Gis 
PITMAN 
| Broadway (5 only) 
DeWerons 
Jed Dooley 
George Nihlo Co 
High-Low-Jack (€» 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(4-6) 
Crazy Show of ‘41 
Milt Britton Ore 
Lois Andrews 
Fifi Dorsey 
3 Diamond Boys 


TORRINGTON 








Yoyo 
4 Melotlears 


Harry Stockwell 


i Louis 


Athambra (5-6) 
Prima Ore 
Killeen & Edwar 


ane 


| 
Bill Bertolotiis 
| 
| 


| 


,Don Francisco Co 
| Duke 


Art. 51 
WORCESTER 
Piymouth (31-2) 





Bill Robinson 
Dick Rogers Ore 
| Pat Henning Co 


i Joey Rardin 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando's 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Jayne Manners 


Beacheomber 


| Michael Loring Ore 
} Pancho Ore 
Filsa Valladares 


Carmen Amaya 


Don Oro 


Anmet 


S:lvio 
Cre 


| Frederica 


| Dorethy Allen 
Laura Dean 
Bull's Gay 90's 
| Charles Strickland 
| Lulu Bates 
| Fred Bishop 


| Spike Harrison 
| Harold Willard 


Harry Ponnelly 


, Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Pierre 
I.eo Dryer Ore 
Adrie'ne Matzenauer 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Ammons & Johnson 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 

Cafe Society 

(Village) 





Alien Ore 
Spencer 
Lewis 


Henry 
| Kenneth 
Meade Lux 
Art ‘‘atum 
|} Willie Bryant 
Mae Digges 
| Calvin Jackson 
| Casino Kusse 
|Cornel's ¢ 
|} Kris Kay Or¢ 
| Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
| Dmitri Matvienko 
Yanco Borca 
Lunia Nesterova 
Tina Boleva 
Georges Stefanesecu 
Chateau Moderne 


Maurice Shaw Ore 

Gabriel 

| Ruth Richmond 

| Dick Wade 

|Sam Grassis 

| leo Mantin 

Lucille Jarrott 
Powell 


Ethel 

Clab 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 
Hazel McNulty 
Jack Whalen 
leila Gaynes 








Lilyan Dell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Jerry Blanchard 
Terry lasky 
Janet Lind 
Clab Ganche 
Don Miguel Ore 


} Curri o & 
| Orlando Rica 
| Nina Blanco 

| Mona Montez 
| Cleb Waikiki 


Harold Aloma Ore 
Lotus Ahn 
Copacabana 
Nat Brandwynne Or 
Juanita Juarez 
Frank Marti Ore 
Juan Arvizu 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Fernando Alvarez 
Bernice. Parks 
Samba Sirens 


Cuban Casino 


Coral 
ide 


Consuelo Moreno 
Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 
| Effi Dorre 

Diamond Horseshoe 
Dr. Rockwell 

Mae Murray 
; Nita Naldi 

Carlyle Blackwe 
Joe E. Howard 


Ross Wyse, Jr. 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Fontana 
Lila Lee 
|Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
| Ei Chico 
| Don Alberto Or 
brs del Rio 
Alberto Torres 
Carlos Montoya 
Trianita 
Rudolph Cueto 
Maria Lopez 
|Charro Gil 3 
El Moroceo 
Ernie Holst Or: 
| Don Devon Orc 
|Reva Reyes 
Carla & Fernanda 
Famous Door 
Tommy Reynolds ¢ 
Mary Ann McCall 
Bea Kalmus 
Ralph Young 
| Derothy Allen 
| Joe Ellis 
; Marion Eddy 
Gay White Way 
| Shep Fields OQre 
| Kay Penton 
| Harris & Shore 
Bob Shea 
Carol King 
Geraldine & Jur 
Gloria Blake 
Marion Milker 


Geo 





‘odolban O | 


| Jorge Negrete 
Juanita Rios 
Mim! Kellerman 

| Coley Worth 
Marcia Ray 

Ann Pennington 
Betty Jane Smith 


Gr'awt'h Village Inn 
Ore 








| Anthony Trini 
Aileen Cook 


‘Peggy 


Gus Martel Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 
fleasiev Twines 
Hazel Franklin 


Hotel Taft 


| Vincent 


Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
Bill Farrel) 
Joe Ravaze 
de Costa 


Frankie Masters Or Art Tubertini 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Empire Room 


Leighton Noble Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Stan Kavanagh 


Iceland Restaurant 
Bobby Norris Orc 
Manuel Ovando Ore 
Alex Hurd 

Kenny Williams 
Joe Mack 

Eileen O'Neil 

Betty Lanzer 
Munroe Setan 


Kelly’s Stable 


Lester Young Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
tilly Daniels 
Clarence Profit 8 
la Conga 
Jack Harris Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
Josephine Del Mar 
Luba Malina 
Geo Church 
Rosita & Pancho 
la Martinique 
Mm’ Artega Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Karen Cooper 
& Moro 


| 
| 


Tino Donelli 


Rainbow Grill 
Barry Winton Ore 


| Juban & Marjori 


| Jean 


| Maggi 





Murray 


Rainbow Room 
Ben Cutler Ore 
Virginia Hays 
Me: a 
Ilsa & Vi 


James p A amang Ii! 


Ruban Bleu 


Mildred Bailey 
Hope Emerson 
Delta Boys 


Russian Kretchma 


Nicolas Matthey Or) 
Nemiroff Ore | 


Peter 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 


Sawdust Trail 


Julia Gerity 
Tookle Hunter 
Billy Hess 
Carroll Sis 
Faith Arlen 


| Blackstone Bete! . 
\. (Balinese Kas.) 
k Rock Ore 

” Brevoort Hetel 
(Crystal Room) 
} Joan Baylor 

Mable Scott 

| Reels, Lee 

Dian Dawn 

j Bob Billings 

| Broudment 
Tackie Sharp 

| Gene Stockwell 

| Phyllis Vaughn 

|} June Spacher 
Marlene Dale 
Suzanne Propst 
Ruth Gans 

Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Chez Paree 
Lou Breese Ore 
Morton Downey 
Frank Libuse 
16 Commanders 
lois Wallner 
Sterner Sis 
Evans Gis 

Club Alabam 
Tonya 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Mae 
Virginia Lee 
Harrie: Norris 
Allen Coe 
PRernie Adler 
Effie Burton 
Paullette la Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 
Helene Caro! 
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Denise 
Eleanor Knight 
Bernice Manning 
Dorita 
Grace Patterson 
Frank McCormick 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanito Sanabria O1 
Arturo Cortez 
Pepita & Lucia 
Carlos Valades 
Manor & Mignon 
Rosita Ortega 
Hickory House 
Babe Russin Ore 


Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Orc 
| . Hotel. Belmont 
Plaza 
|Arthur Ravel Ore 
Fe Pafumy Ore 
Lucille Johnson 
ic arole & Sherod 
} Marcia Neil 
Belmont Balladeers 

Hotel Biltmore 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Betty Allen 
Doodles Weaver 
Betty Kean 
Covert & Reed 

Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 
Bddie Lane Ore 

Hotel Brevoort 
Paula Lawrence 
Tana 
Paco Sierra 
Sam Ray 
Julius Monk 
Norbert Facon! 

Hotel Edison 


Mal Hallett Ore 
Madeline Gray 
Hotel 
Paul Baron Ore 
Grace Morgan 
Hotel Lexington 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Aggie Auld 
Napua 
Momi Kai 
Maleo Shaw 
Hotel Lincoin 
| Tony Pastor Ore 
| Lincolnairs 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Woody Herman Ore 
Muriel Lane 
ice Ballet 
Erna Andersen 
Adele Inge 
Ronnie Roberts 
Jerry Farley 
Mark Plant 
Bob & B Wade 
; Hotel 
| (Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Or 
— Dominguez O 
ft Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
j} Hibbert, Byrd Co 
| Winton & Diane 
| Bunny Howard 
| Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 
| Hotel 
| Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
| Helen O'Connell 
; Bob Eberle 
Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Or: 
Chiquito Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
Jane Winton 
Hotei Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Or« 
Hotel Savoy-Plaz» 
|; Bob Grant Ore 
| Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 
| Hotel Shelton 
| Johnny Johnson ¢ 
Hote! St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Dave Martin Ore 
Des Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Orc 
Vivian Blsine 
Johnry Howard 
Claire & Arena 


Hotel St. Regi» 
Hal}, paunders vr 





Essex 





Pennsytvanin 








House 


Park Central 


) Danny Kaye 
| Frances Mercer 


| 


| Maxine 


{Grace 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 

| Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 

Geo Sterney Ore 

Bela Bizony 

Eleanor French 


Leon & Fddie’s 


lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jackie Miles 
DeMay, Moore & M 
De Shon 
Drysdale 
Shayne & Armstr’g 
Elaine Arden 
Shirley Lloyd 
Marie McDonald 
Olga Mendez 


| Gale 6 


| Dick 


Mon Paris 
Heywood Powers Or 
Wilson Ora 
Eleanor French 

Monte Carlo 
| Ted Straeter Ore 


| Tito Guizar 


| 











} Lilyan 


Betty Jane Carlton 
Leslie & Rollins 


Spivy’s Roof 


Spivy 
Haywood & Allen 
Frank Shuman 


Vera Sanoft 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Benson Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
| Doris 
Sheila Barrett 
Paul Draper 
Village Barn 
Col M 
(‘ass 
Laura 


Prager Orc 
Franklin 
Kellogg 
Marian Vinay 

Mary & T Atkins 
Zeb Carver Co 

Whirling Top 


Teddy 
Jerry 


King Ore 
Blanchard 
Dell 


Ginger Wayne 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 


Castle 
Hughes 


Jimmy 
Buddy 


| Ambassadorettes 


| Dorothy 


Brandon 


| Shea & Raymond 


Everett West 


13 Dee's 


; 


| Peter 


| Mary 
| Billy 


;} Buster 


| 


| Beryl 


Corinna Mura 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Cafe La Maze 
| Jimmy O’Brien 
Jack Lemaire 
Sammy Woolfe 
Dyana Gayle 
Victor Vincent Ore 
Casa Manana 
Tack Teagarden Or 
Cocoanut Grove 
Parker 
Daniel 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Earl Carroll 
Shaver 
Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Wallace 
Frankie Conville 
Mary Peterbeck 


| Hielen O'Hara 


| 


| St Clair & 


Sunny Dale 
Barbara O'’ Drew 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Day 


| Rhumba Ore 


Slate Bros 
Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Orc 
Florentine Garden 


NTG 8th Edition 
red Scott 

Low, Hite & Stanly 
Marion Wilkins 
Sugar Geise 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
| Red Stanley 

Bob Evans 


George Beete 
Art Bernard Ore 


| Grace Hayes Lodge 


Mary Healy 
Neville Fleeson 
Peanuts & Popcorn 
Margaret Whiting 
Lind Hayes 


| Grace Hayus 


| 


Beth 


Rebecca Hayes 
House of Murphy 


Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 


| Jean Neunter 
} Jeanne Evans 


| 


| 


' 


Gordon Bishop 
Katherine Dehaven 
Bob Murphy 
‘It’ Cafe 
Dave Forrester Ore 
Ta Conga 
Cass Twidd 


Nelson 
| Joe 


| Pegleg 





Sethma & Rudolpno 
Phillip Lopez Ure 


Macambo Cafe 
Humbertos Bd 


Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Merry Macs 


Himber O 


Paris Ina 


Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 

Marg'rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Jimmy Mallette 
Zara Lee 

& Nelson 
Mole 

The Melodiers 
Dorothy Heller 
Paso & Lee 

Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry 


Richard 


Ore 

Pirates Den 
Happeney 
Boag 

Lane 
Grant 

La Fitte 

Andy 
Dosch 


Garay 


Wally 
Lovey 
Henry 
Gaby 

Black 
Freddie 
Tom 


|} Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhumboogie 
4 Kit Cats 
Lois Galloway 
4 Tones 
Dorothy 
Cee 


Garbo 
Johnson O 


Pee 


Scheherazade Cafe 


| Yascha Borowsk! 
Alex Morison 
Sandra Karina 





Russian Gypsy Orc 


Seven Seas 


Lilia Kipikona 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Charlie Openui 
Jane Avelar 
Robby Mathews 


Johnie Bright Ore 
Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Elliott Carpenter 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Swanne Inna 
Fred Skinner 
Gladys Bentley 
Eddie Beal 
Topsy’s 
The Topsyettes 
Beverly & Reve: 
Paul Locke 
Ivan Scott 
Wilshire Bow. 
Velascos 
Skinnay Ennis 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Virginia Hays 
Jerry Shelton Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 


| 
| 


| Ted 


Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 
Hadley Gis 
Blackhawk 
Fio Rito Orc 
Farle Leslie 
Grandfat’r’s Follies 


Rita Ray 
Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 
Fillmore Sherman 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Hstes 

Colony Clab 


| Bobby Ramos Ore 
Monchiia Ore 


Colostmos 





| Tirza 
| Lew 
1} Sid Gould 

Roy Rogers 
Zerby & Wiere 
j} Jack Prince 

| F Quartel! Ore 
Congress Hotel 


j (Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnuy Banga Ore 


| (Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Wayne King Ore 
Consolo & Melba 
Walter Donahue 
Dor Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casino 
Harriet Ehrlick 
Rocky Ellsworth 
Billie Webb 
Ann Anderson 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Parker 





| Lew Story Ore 

| Marfe Lawler 

| Nord Richardson 
Hi Hat 


Sid Tomack 





Reis Bros 

Ruth Wayne 
Marshall & Shelld 
Alphonse Berg 
Antta Lane 

Carol Dean 
Younger Gls 
Eddie Fens Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 

4 Bards 

Helon Sumner 


L’Alglon 


Spiros Stamos 
Monica Schick 
Isobel de Marce 


Liberty Inn 
George Gray 
Jean O'Brien 
Dottie Eden 
Sherry Adair 
Connie Austin 
Jackie Cornell 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Merrison Hotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Manfred Gottheif 


New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Deris Dupont 
Joanne Jordan 
Russell & Farar 
Patsy Reed 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Toule & Weasei 
Hans Menzer 


Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


} 
| Eddie Duchin Ore 








| Hazel 


Howard 


Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 

Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hoetel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Cole Trio 
Callahan Sis 
Byton Gis 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Jackie Richards Gis 
Mildred Anderson 
Dottie Dayne 

Alrite & Blue 
Yvonne Jame 

Joe Gerken 

Raiph Lynden Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Zalug 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gla 
Anita Jacobi 
Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller 
Jai Leta 
Jimmy Ray 
Lewis Sis 
Lioyd & Willis 
Carrie Finnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 


Todd's Theatre-Cafe 


Prof. Lamberti 
Ben Yost Singers 8 
Paul Remos Co, 
Coriell 

Joe Wallace 
Raymond Wilburt 
Todd Gls 

Joe Sanders Ore 
Les Brown Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Balt 
Alan Fielding Ore 


Bali-lovelies 

| Xavier Cugat 
Gerardo & Helen 
| Lina Romay 

| Adel Mara 

| Miquelito 
Carmen ¢ 
| Nico 


Valdes 
‘astillo 
Lopez 


Ben Franklia 


leo Zollo Ore 
|Fay & Gordon 


Carroll's 
Cnarilie Games 
Grace Gordon 
jen Laughan 
| Dixie Sullivan 
| Cleopatra 


Ore 


| 

i|Sammy Spear 

|B bby Vail 

;14 Carrollettes 

}Wilbur Rance 

Jean Remington 
Club 15 

Shandor & Margo 

Margie & Babs 


| Rose Venuti 
Joan Rydell 
Cusano’s 

| Lou Ferlano 
| Kay Trotter 

i TLlovd Mann 
|e arl Wilt 

Jean Van 
|T.ou Martin 
|}Ruth Melle 

3 Jays 
| Di Pinto's 
Babe La Tour 


Eleanor 

Sunny Allen 
Marie Fitzpatric’ 
Vera La Verne 
Joe Wayne 
Eddile King Ore 


| 
| Embassy 
| 
| 








Geo Clifford 
Carolyn Knight 
Marquita Rivera 
| Benton Twins 
|T.os Cucarachas 

| Dolores Del Carm 
| Moya Gifford 

| Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Evergreen Casino 
MacArthurs 

De Mar & Denise 
Warren Phillips 
|} linda Lief 
|Doris Elliott 

Pat Shevlin Ore 
Helene Standish 


1523 Locust 


Kings of Swing 


Pr 





| 
| 











|} Phil 


Rose Feeney 
Pola Montoya 
Bubbles Shelby 
Grace O'Hara 
eller Sis 
Marian Proctor 
| Evelyn Bradley 
| Elaine Black . 
| Kay Laverly 
Gay 00's Cafe 
Wood Ore 
Strut Flash 
Nat Wilson 
May Joy 


}Ann Fisher 


(H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 
Bob Russell 
Vera Neva 
Anibal Carrion 
Jackie Green 
Grace Corwin 
Lou Morrison 
Michael Sandina 
Peppino & ( en 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Arnaut Bros 
Wanda Stevenson 
Manuel Ovando Ore 


‘arm 


Hotel Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Rm) 
Carlotta 
Ashburns 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Jam Session 

Geo Lutz 

Joe Verechia 

Billy Kretchmer 
Hopkins'Rathskeller 
Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Ed Scarey Gavin 
Honey Chile 
Cornbread 

Helen Wilson 
Black Eye Peas 
Agnes Barry 

Little Rathskeller 
Charlotte Vogue 
Peter Sts 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 


Dale 


}Count Boris 
| Ed Kinley 


Manoa Ian 
Jack Hitchinson 
Smythe & Delores 
Dianne Rochelle 
Castillians 
Edythe Sallade 
Frank Cuneo Orc 

Mayo’s 
Gus Johnson Or 


Lenny Ross 
| Dettie Villard 
Paul Kane 


trace Joyce 


Baby Ely 

Adelle Rusell 

4 Octaves 

Bill Bailey 

Bill Hughes 

Alan Wood 
Minstrel Tavern 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Ed MeGoldrick, Sr. 

Madame Iris 

Dr Hudspeth 

Helen Marriott 
Open Door Cafe 

Verna 

Sunny Rae 

Mutt & Jeff 

Don Anton Ore 


Palumbo’s 


Mario & Maria 
Noel Sherman Gls 
Penn Raymond 
Chie Mullery 
Mary Love 
Joe & Jeanne 
Helen Jerico 
Howard Reynolds O 
Roman Grille 
Harry McKay 
Virginia Lewis 
Joyettes 
Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Ore 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Arn Mayer 
Debonairs 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Massa Bobby Lee O 
Pete Haves 
Pauline Paige 
Florence McClain 
Harmony Trio 
Peggy Barron 
Irene Leonettl 
Pauline Paige 
Warner & Valerie 
Ruth Templeton 
Bella Belmont 
Tampa HBoys 
3 Casimieras 
Silver Lake Inn 


Roland & Reld 
Geo Reed 


Alpine Village 
Peggy Masterson 
Monroe & Grant 
Moriarity & Dell 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 

Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 

Freddie's Cafe 
Al Stone 
Gale Parker 
Carlos Vesta 
3 Smart Gis 

Gourmet Club 
FE Robinson Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 

Hotel Allerton 
Wilson 

Cowgill 


Grant 
Johnny 
Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 


Hotel Cleveland 


Lang Thompson O 
Margaret English 


Hotel Fenway Hall 


Johnny Joyce Ore 
Mary Wine 


Hotel Sterling 


Jimmy Van Osdell 
Quinteros 





| Book-Cadillac Hotel 

| (Book Casino) 

| Manuel Fernandes 

|} Imogene Lynn 

| Morris King 

| Eddie Le Baron Or 
(Motor Bar) 

Pete Vera 





Bowery 
| Be overly Roberts 
| Yvette Dare 
| Hickey Bros & A 
Carol Lane 
3 Fonzal Boys 
Don Arden Dano 
| Jonnny King 
| Chas Carlistle 
| Benny Resh Ore 
| Casanova 
Ann Starr 
Vantine & Cazan 
Annette & Raoul 
Walter Kane 
Dick Hughes 
Glamor Gls 
Lee Walter Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Beef Trust 
Good & Goedie 
Prof. Crump 
Orlando 
The Wests 
Jackie Del Rio 
| Dick Haviland 
| Les Arquette Ore 





| Hund’s 


| 3 O14 Timers 
Manuel Lopez 


Tonia Valenti 


Ruby Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 


} 

|} Buddy Duray 

| Joe Foder Ore 

Nebiolo’s 

Di Giovann} 

Frederick & Collins 

Phelps & Cullenbine 

6 Vanettes 

Leonard Seei Ore 
Northwood Ina 

Moriarty & Dell 


PITTS 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 
Bachelors’ Club 
Al Turner Ore 
Tess Gardell 
Balconades 
Joe Villella Ore 
John Conte 
Joe Consolo 


Bill Green’s 
Clyde Knight Or 





Montana Kid 

Coaly Bay 

| Boots Wayne 
| (Continued 


Lendon Chop House | 


Alice Lucey 

Frank Hessel Ore 
Stamp’s 

George Marchetti © 

Hal Fisher 

Bobby Armstrong 

Margie Drummond 

Della 

Bobby Del Rio 

Johnuy Welsh 

3 Blossoms 


Swan Club 
Armand & Juliana 
4 Falirettes 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
Miss Juliana 
Irene Kaye 
Bill Bailey 
Henry Patrick's Ore 

20th Century 
Men of Rhythm 
Mike Pedecin 
3 Musical Shades 


Warwick Hotei 
Ray Morton Ore 


Weber's Hof Braa 
Camden 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Curran Biigh 

Singing Texans 

Balasi & Skaren 

Hale Hamilton, Jr, 

Pen Bannerman 

Pat Sullivan 

Thea Silton 

Dave Peterson 

Syd Golden 

Raths'r Fiidoradiang 
Wilson's 

Jerry Taps 

Rowe & Raye 

Jackie Lee 

Julia Cummings 

John Reno 

Joe Hough 

Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Johnny lT.eary 
Lillian Chaplin 
Jacqueline Hermaa 
Cleo Barr 

Mary Navis 





CLEVELAND 


Lester Chafetz 
Hotel Hollenden 
Grayce & Graham 
Billy DeWolfe 
Parker Bros 
Sloan & Gary 


Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins Or 
Hotel Statler 


Jose Morand Ore 
Pancho & Dolores 
Dolores Anderson 
Jack & Eddie's 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 


Lindsay’s Bar 
Rose Murphy 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Pear] DeLucca 


Monaco’s Cafe 


Charles & 
Viei Ri 
Barry 


Celeste 
bere 
Bros. 


Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
Thirty-Seven Club 


Pat Dennis 
togers & Spruce 
Diane Bostic 
Sherry Lee 





DETROIT 


| Virginia Gibson 
| Harry Schilling 
|} Ray Carlin Ore 


| Olde Wayne Club 


|Charles Costello Ore 
| McColl Sis 


Palm Beach 


| Bobby Jones 

| LeRoy & Sharp 
| Ming 

| Del Gray Sis (3) 
Monnie Drake 
}Don Pablo Ore 


| Huck’s Redford Ina 
| Mac McGraw Ors 
Club Royale 

13 Pitchmen 

|} Dane Andrews (2) 
lisarl & J Leach 

| Lee Sullivan 
Wanger's Ladies 


|} Stan Norris Ore 


Saks Show Bar 


Yvonne & Wayne 
Sally Joyce 

| Bob King 

Jay Jason 

Pearl Maxgley Gis 





Pete Viera Orc 
Statler Hotel 
Gomez Tropical D 
Gloria Hart 
Orlando 
Fausto 


Curbelo Ore 
| San Diego 
George 
Al Alex 
Dan Merryman 
Don Francisco 
Starr & Maxine 


Presnell 
ander Ore 


Verne’s 

Bert Nolan 
Nichols & Haley 
Betta Hughes 
Harry Collet Ore 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Tony Patti 

Wonder Bar 


Sammy Dibert Ore 
Lockman 

Mary Lotrey 
Jimmie Nolan 


BURGH 


Boogie-Woogle Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 

Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 


Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Art Schamberg 
Slotty Kincaid 
Montez & Adele 


Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 





EI Chico 
| Don Mario Ore 
Kirsten Dane 


on page 47) 
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~ MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Barry Lane, Robert Shanley, De- 
Angelo and Porter, Selma Kaye, 
Joan McCracken, Dania Krupska, 
Muriel Gray, Music Hall Corps De| 
Ballet, Rockettes, Music Hall Singing 
Ensemble; ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ 
(Col), reviewed in Variety, Feb. 
19. 








Now that spring is here, even if it 
doesn't feel like it, Russell Markert 
comes forth this week with a fluffy, 





lighthearted and = daintily-staged 


revue, in four scenes, that has no'} 
particular punch but, like a souffle, | 


isn't so hard to take. Element 
principally lacks is comedy, but that 
doesn’t always seem to be a ‘must’ on 
the shows here. 

Working in a setting that is best 
described as exquisite, the ballet 
corps steps out this week in one of 
the most intriguing and cleverly- 
executed routines they have ever 
done. It’s to Tchaikowsky music and 
an additional composition especially 
written for Florence Rogge, ballet 
mistress, by Norma Morton. The 
ballet number, opening the show, is 
the highlight of the somewhat short 
stage session, 

Three of the ballet lassies, Joan 
McCracken, Dania Krupska and 
Muriel Gray, front for the ensemble 
as a trio, ultimately falling in with 
their ‘sisters’ for the finale. 

A semi-darkened stage and im- 
pressionistic lighting figure for the 
second number, in which the mixed 
choral group sings ‘Reverie,’ with 
Selma Kaye featured. Latter is a 
soprano with a pleasant voice. 

Frequent visitors to the M. H. 
lately are imitators, in this case 
Barry Lane. He does Ronald Colman, 
Peter Lorre and Edward G. Robinson 
as they might sound being accosted 
by a holdup man, this being his 
opener. He follows with W. C. 
Fields, which is one of his best. In 
giving his version of various an- 
nouncers as they would handle the 
Louis-Galento fight, Lane mistakenly 
spots it at Madison Square Garden. 
It was held at one of the N. Y. ball 
parks. Boyer, as Napoleon in ‘Con- 
quest,” an oldie by now and n.s.g., 
winds it up. Not over solidly when 
eaught. 


it | 








The finale brings out Robert Shan- | 


ley singing a pop as an intro and 
background for the Rockettes 
the ballroom-waltz team of DeAngelo 


and Porter. His voice goes 


and | 


over. | 


Terp twain’s routine is graceful but | 


not spectacular, nor is the Rockies’ 
number anything outstanding this 
week. Markert staged it himself in- 
stead of Gene Snyder, who usually 
does the dances when the boss of the 
Rockettes’ line is putting on the 
show. 

A long overture pads out the work 
of the electricians. Erno Rapee gives 
‘em a Tchaikowsky Andante and 
Allegro. Char. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, March 27. 
Orch (13) With 
Bennett (3) and Dick Lee; 
Ruthie Barnes, Bob Howard, Ross 
and Stone; ‘Sleepers West’ (20th). 


Clyde 


McCoy 
Sisters 


Instead of relying entirely for 
entertainment on a band (even a 
fairly solid crew like McCoy’s), the 
management has smartly booked in 
three variety acts that add just the 
right seasoning to make it a swell 
dish. 

McCoy’s strong trumpet paces a 
unit that’s more dance band than a 
stage layout, but the bill is routined 
50 that everything works out satis- 
factorily, without outwearing the 
welcome of the musicians. 

Apparently Bob Howard, 
colored personality around 
could sing an additional album of 
ditties at the piano before getting 
the tip to sign off from the custom- 
ers. Perking up his pianologs with 
Spicy interpolations and parodies, he 
offers ‘Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Nobody's 
Baby.’ an Irish and a medley 
of abbreviated pops. Also clicks with 
impression of a mechanical piano 


a new 
here, 


song 


A repeat engagement should be in 
order before long. 

Ross and _ Stone, next-to-close. 
come through with a good load of 


chuckles. 


fu 


as usual. The piano is out 
Tey 
isely) because of the presence of 


Howard on bill, but this competent | 


duo of troupers sell their swiftly- 
paced melange of gags, songs and 
soft-shoe dancing with no indication 





for Bob Nelson on ‘Little Rock Get- 
away.’ Both rate well. Unbilled, but 
worthy of a special bow, is the 
drummer who is never spotted but 
who is always in their pitching some 
very Caichy percussion 

Business was staunch on the second 
show. Fox. 





COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, March 29. 
‘Stars Over Hollywood’ with 
Mercer Brothers, The Martingales. 
Shirley Dean, Lester Oman, Ross and 





Pierre, Senator Murphy; ‘Victory’ 
(Par). 
Pleasant entertainment, though 


minute glittering trappings and with 
a comparatively small company. 
Shirley Dean, from the Jones fam- 
ily pictures, is an eyefull whose chief 
contribution is a trio of time-tried 
tunes, ‘You're the One,’ ‘Argentine 
Way’ and ‘Hear a Rhapsody,’ which 
she warbles nicely. Later, in a pro- 
duction number, she does a bit of 
harmonizing and dancing with sev- 
eral other members of the troupe. 
Chief-comedv is attained by Senator 
Murphy, who addresses ‘fellow tax 
victims and conscription volunteers’ 
in his customary fashion. He’s 
dressed up his monolog with last- 
minute references to the world situ- 


i 
{ 
| 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Charlie Barnet Orch (17) with 
Lena Horn. Bob Carroll, Ford Leary; 
Ross Wyse, Jr.. and June Mann, 
Senor Wences, King Sisters, Dinah 
Shore: ‘Nice Girl’ (Par), reviewed 
in Variety, Feb. 26. 





A strong hour. Hitched to 
Deanna Durbin starrer, ‘Nice Girl,’ 
current layout should account for 
good biz. 

Strangely enough it’s the Charlie 
Barnet band that lags behind the 
rest of the bill in dispensing satis- 
faction. Barnet’s crew of 16 pieces— 
eight brass, five saxes plus his own, 
and four rhythm—forms a solid com- 
bination. 


ing still. Everything 


the | 


White, Lester Cole brings on his 
sextet of singing lookers for a show- 
stopping session of smart vocalizing. 
Cole’s aggregation 


scores from the} 


teeoff with ‘A Pretty Girl,’ tied to} 


‘Ive Got hythm, followed by a 
medley of Victor Herbert tunes that 
ties matters up solidly. Had to beg 
off when caught. Come back later 


at windup of entire doings to sell} 


‘There Will Always Be An England.’ 

Anita Louise, on to a knowing re- 
ception, harps a French ballad, 
‘Stardust’ and ‘Frenesi,’ all  skill- 


{fully sold and a pleasing change of 


But it’s practically stand-| 
it does here, | 


with the exception of Bob Carroll's, 


vocal of ‘I Hear a Rhapsody,’ which 
itself is aged by now, is in a jive 


groove and has been in the band’s! 


books for some time. Barnet has 
used such things as ‘Cherokee’ at this 


house before, though at this showing | 


he employs it as a bowoff tune, 


| which more or less brushes it off. 
‘Pompton Turnpike’ was recorded | 


ation, traffic hazards and what have | 


you, and garners the major share of 
applause. 

The two Mercer brothers are on 
for more comedy, but they’re better 
dancers than comedian. Frank Ross 
emcees and in his act with Pierre 
imitates, vocally, Clyde McCoy and 
Henry Busse, burleque radio com- 
mercials, Pop Eye and his companion 
characters and conducts a jam ses- 
sion with lively Pierre. 

An especially good puppet act is 
supplied by Lester Oman, whose best 
offerings are a skeleton that comes 
apart in its dance, a litle old lady 
with mincing steps and a combina- 
tion in which Oman works a dummy 
and the dummy in turn a clown 
juggler. 

The Martingales, man and woman 
adagio dancers. appesr in two pro- 
duction numbers with smooth rou- 
tines. Two male singers billed as 
the Melody Men appear intermit- 
tently and the 10-line chorus appears 
to advantage in several production 
numbers, one of them a colorful 
‘Colexiconga’ and the other a Mardi 
Gras scene, Kany. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, March 28. 
Ray Noble’s Orch (15), Snooky 
Lanson, Lynn, Lee and Lou, Frank 


Paris, Gaudsmith Bros.. Norma 
Adams; ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep). 


Ray Noble orchestra, appearing in 
town for the first time, brings to the 


| Stage of the Lyric theatre a polished 


that they’re handicapped by the lack | 


of the piano prop. 

Ruthie Barnes registers okay early 
in the show with a series of tap rou- 
tines, specializing 
motion idea which brings out the 
plaudits. Miss Barnes might enhance 
her act if she wore a sport dress in- 


stead of the long, tight, velvet 
trousers, 


in a perpetual- | 


| work 


Bennett Sisters harmonize ‘Rhum- | 


gie’ and ‘Mr. Smith’ very pleas- 
ingly and add to their audience 
rating with a soft shoe encore. Dick 

gets good recognition for his 
vocals of ‘You Walked By’ and ‘Give 
You My Word,’ and while his per- 
sonality is not quite vital enough for 
stage work, his vocal talents make up 
for this deficit. 


Band specialties include a new 


number, ‘Man and a Horn,’ featuring | 


att " P 
‘Our mellophones, and a piano spot 


59 minutes of 
rangements are 
outfit gives them 


tion. 


modern music. Ar- 
topnotch and the 
expert interpreta- 
Noble is a capable m.c., projecting 
shtened by 


a pleasing personality hei 
the charm of his British accent. 
While the orch has been off the net- 
works for some time, the Noble tag 
s well remembered by those who 
hearkened to the Burns and Allen 
show when the maestro was a part 
of it. and the memory is freshened 
by reference to the air stanza by 
Noble 

The lilt which has long been the 
hallmark of Noble cleffing is dis- 


cernible. and especially pleasing are 
I : 


the fragmentary music passages used 
as accompaniment for the vocal 
numbers. The band opens with 
‘Frenesi,’ but really hits high gear 
down in the bill when it does a 
Gershwin medley, and later on a 
group of tunes composed by Noble, 


incPuding ‘Cherokee,’ ‘Very Thought 


of You,’ ‘Hadn't Anyone Til You,’ 
‘Love’s Old Story’ and ‘Goodnight 
Sweetheart.’ Heaviest mitt inner 
of the Noble aggregation is Snook 
Lanson, easing song stylist, who 
had trouble getting off after ! 
‘Ie All Comes Back to Me Now 
‘Stardust,’ ‘Georgia’ and ‘I Cried fo1 
You.” Lynn, Lee and Lou, girl io 
also score eavilv with ‘Five o’Clock 
| Whistle’ and ‘Three Little Maids 


Frank Paris and 


protners. 


Added acts are 
the Gaudsmith 
puppeteer, using the modern method 


| off 


Pari is a | 


of working in front of the orch, | 
wearing black, with the dolls only 
in the spotlight. He has an ostrich, 
rhumba dancer. scarf dancer, jitter- 


bug and ice-skater. His manipula- 
tion of the strings is skillful. 
Gaudsmith brothers hold down the 
next-to-closing spot. Their comedy 
with the trained French 
poodles is well known to most any- 
one who has seen vaude in the last 
decade. Animals are perfectly 
trained to disobey commands and 
their joining in the acrobatics of 
the brothers is surefire for laughs. 
Norma Adams is the current win- 
ner of the WFBM ‘Talent Parade.’ 
Mvidently picked because she can 


stylize a song, her apparent stage 
fright threw her off, and as a resul' 
| her rendition of ‘If I Had My Was 
failed to sell 

Biz fair at third show ope: day 
Friday (28). Kileu. 


some time ago by Barnet, but it 
wasn’t until recently that it started 
to click, which justifies its use pres- 
ently. As far as theatre-goers go, 
it’s new. ‘Rédskin Rhumba’ is an- 
other fairly recent Barnet wax click, 
but for stage work it’s a bit color- 
less and far below the 
achieved by ‘Cherokee,’ which 
somewhat similar, when the tune 
was being spotlighted. 


There can’t be any argument with 
the fine work of the orch. What’s 
meant above by the band ‘standing 
still’ is that jive work exclusively, 
particularly onstage, is passe. 


effect | 


is | 


| 


that bank of eight brass and the way | 
Barnet supports four saxes by shift-| 


ing from tenor to alto to straight 
soprano, the opportunities for 
pretty (ballad-type) stuff, arrange- 
ments that would far 


plentiful. When caught, however, 
response to the tunes was healthy 
enough. 
Carroll's work 
good and ran 


on ‘Rhapsody’ is 
into strong favorable 
reaction. Lena Horn, recent vocalist 
addition, does a nice selling job on 
tunes, though at times she overdoes 
ita bit. Her chances at ‘Captain and 
His Men’ and ‘Exactly Like You’ are 
okay. Ford Leary, from the trom- 
bones, is still doing ‘Shadrach,’ but 
here it’s dressed neatly by Par’s 
lighting effects, being backed by a 
bank of flames thrown on the cur- 
tain. His other tune is a high-gear 
version of ‘Old Man River.’ 

Ross Wyse. Jr.. and June Mann tee 
the supporting bill. They’re 


outdate such | 
things as ‘Redskin Rhumba,’ etc., are} 


With | 


pace from the usual stuff dished out 
by visiting Hollywood names_ in 
p.a.s. Makes swell spot here and 
precedes socko orchestral 
ment of ‘Gems From the Opera,’ 
directed to hilt in showmanly 
fashion by Lampkin. Solo spot on. 
the Solovox by co-director Felice 
Iula a nice highlight. Earned a 
rousing response. 

Al Trahan is next and good for 
plenty of laughs with his piano stuff 
and fooling around with femme 
partner, who possesses 
Double vocal on the finish is a nice 
windup. Makes way for White’s stint, 


which includes smart talk and some | 


vocals that include ‘Sam You Made 
the Pants Too Long’ and a brace of 
comedy parodies on ‘Fools Rush In’ 
and ‘Down Argentine Way.’ White 
is a perennial repeater 
seemingly goes over better with 
every appearance. Knows his way 
around and gets the most out of 
every minute. 


Biz okay when caught. Burm, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, March 29. 


Ray Herbeck Orch (13) with Ray 
Olson and Betty Benson, Mary Jane 
Brown, Virginia Austin, 
Edwards’ ‘Truth or Consequences’ 
(3); ‘Come Live With Me’ (M-G). 


This show passes muster from an 
entertainment standpoint, without 
landing close to that circle reserved 


‘for the more sturdy b.o. contenders. 


doubling from Billy Rose’s ‘Diamond | 


Horseshoe’ nearby. Pair set them- 
selves easily with a strong routine of 
and acro work and a line of 
chatter that clicks easily. Wyse’s 
finale stunt is a pip and a crowd- 
getter. He does a sort of pinwheel, 
twice as difficult in view of the con- 
fines of the Par apron. 

Senor Wences t 


tanc 
taps 


} 
c 


ies the show up. 
He’s on about 15 minutes and holds 
attention throughout with his ven- 


tro routine. He uses his painted fist 


and the body of a doll for the stooge 
and since the last time he was 
caught by this reviewer has added 
the head of another dummy enclosed 
in a wooden box Last prop indi- 
cates strongly } voice control 
Laugh plent fu Tur ] clever as 
a whole, but it’s hard to say which is 
more responsible for the click, his 
material or delivery. 

Dinah Shore wasn’t on tap open 
ing day due to larvnegiti She joined 
the layout Friday (27) evening). At 
show caught the King Sisters filled 
in. They’re a trailer for Alvino 
Rev’s band, which is set for May and 


with which they work. Quartet was 


solidly accepied after three num- 
bers, ‘Irish Washerwoman,’ ‘I'll Get 
By’ and ‘Java Jive Barnet had to 
cut into the applause to get ’em off. 

Upon her re n. Miss Shore was 
hampered sli; t the effects of 
her epe whe ( ht Monday), 

ut ( ¢ a re - 

( o he ed ¢ of 

There'll Be Some ( ade, 
It ( ‘ ( 

é niece-cae the ( ecord click 
es { Ds g D el Down- 
f nt ence t he ‘ t 
nap ? | ce f } c¢ ( 

’ ( e ong one My Siste 

a il Wood 


HIPP, BALTO 


Ra ifimore, Mea rch 30. 


Four Hollyivood Blondes, Eddie 
White. Lester Cole ond Debutantes 
(6), Anita Louise, Al Trahan (2), 
Phil Lampkin House Orch with 
Felice Inia 114); ‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ ‘Col.) 

Adding Eddie White to pace mat- 
ters after a rather halting siart 
Friday (2k), this layout has taken 


on some stature and now plays well. 
Presented front of Phil Lampkin 
and his pit crew brought on stage, 


In 


bill gets under way swifty with the 
Four Hollywood Blondes. Quartet 
of femme roller skaters work nicely 
on smal) rnat Finishing trick 
itilizing flashy ankle hold is a 
trong clincher 

Following some swift sagging bv 


The offering is divided into two 
parts, the first contributed by Ray 
Herbeck’s ‘Music With Romance,’ 
plus two outside acts, and the latter 
given over to a demonstration of 
Ralph Edwards’ radio comedy quiz 
program, ‘Truth or Consequences.’ 

Inasmuch as the Herbeck outfit 
isn’t one of the _ topflight name 
bands, is comparatively unknown 
here and not sufficiently outstanding 
to kick up much of a word-of-mouth 
stew, the draw is mainly dependent 
upon the radio following built up 
by ‘Truth or Consequences.’ 


While not especially distinctive, 
Herbeck’s orchestra is solid in a 
quiet sort of way with its sweet, 
well-rounded swing; though the 
music probably won't bring wild 
enthusiasm anywhere. The’ band 


arrange- | 


legit pipes. | 


here and | 


Ralph | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Delta Rhythm Boys (5), Harrison 
& Fisher, Sheila Barrett, George 
Jessel, Lois Andrews, Ruby Zwerl- 
ing’s House Orchs: ‘This Thing Called 
Love’ (M-G), 


The changes have been consider- 
able on Broadway these many years, 


but Georgie Jessel remains the 
same, Whether the Palace or Loew's 
State, the span hasn't dulled the 


sharp wit or sense of showmanshi 
that have enabled Jessel to remain 
among the last of the great monolo- 


gists. 
Some of the gags he reels off may 
have their familiar ring, his tele- 


phonic mother bit has long since be- 
come standard with him but there's 
no gainsaving their unmistakable 
stamp of surety, glibness and surefire 
| entertainment no matter the num- 
/ ber of times they've been heard, 
Jessel opens and closes; banters with 
a couple of the acts; m.c.s.; nabs & 
specialty spot on his own towards the 
close of the layout and is generally 
| all over the place. 

Of the supporting turns, the Delta 
Rhythm Boys (5), quartet of colored 
male harmonizers and a piano ac- 
companist, are in the same vein 
made so increasingly prominent by 
the Four Ink Spots. Presently 
doubling from LeRuban Bleu, east 
side nitery, they must inevitably 
evoke an analogy between the two 
groups, but they compare most 
favorably, although suggesting 
greater click prospects in the 
niteries, where their close harmony 
and the intimacy of a cafe are more 
indigenous to each other than in a 
large theatre. Jessel joins them for 
some comic by-play and also re- 
| places one of the foursome for har- 
monizing in one bit. 

Harrison and Fisher, in the second 
spot, remain an excellent, good-look- 
the lifts being 


| ing ballroom team, 


| original and the turn generally be- 


speaking a grace born of long ex- 
perience. To their credit particu- 


| larly is the encore, which Jessel de- 
| fines ‘as a satire on a Russian ballet.’ 


Actually, it’s an abbreviation of the 


‘Voices of Spring’ comedy ballet 
number, ; 
Sheila Barrett, who shares head- 


line billing with Jessel, is still an ace 
mimic, but could use a change of 
material. Particularly conspicuous 
are at least three impersonations Miss 
Barrett did on her previous visit to 
the State within the past year, 
namely, Bea Lillie, Tallulah Bank- 
head and Bert Lahr. Then, too, a 
couple of Miss Barrett’s mimicries—— 
of Bea Lillie particularly—are not 
for popular consumption in a family- 
type theatre such as the State. Miss 
Lillie’s name and mannerisms are 


| not to be conjured with here as they 


has neat arrangements of pop num- | 


bers and also a better than 
male vocalist, Ray Olson 
conducts well, takes a whir! at the 
sax and handles his emceeing with 
finesse, but unostentatiously. 

After a fast 


average 
Herbeck 


orch opener with 


‘World Is Waiting for Sunrise,’ Mary 
Jane Brown, a cutester, does some 
diffeult whirling taps and _ finishes 
with a first-rate mpression of 
Eleanor Powell A ‘Yesterday’s Hit 
Parade’ medley by the musicians 
furnishes natche: of ‘Stormy 
Weather,’ has the five saxes grab- 
bing the spotlight with ‘Make Be- 
lieve,’ allows a steel guitar ‘Song of 
the Islands’ solo and finishes with a 
bit of Ted Lewis ‘My Baby Smile 
at Me’ hokum. All clicko 
Olson has looks, personality and 
a neat voice, putting plenty of feel 
ing into ‘I Do to You, ‘Donkey 
Serenade’ and ‘Night and Day.’ 
Virginia Austin manipulates her 
clown puppet skilfully in full view 
of the audience. Then she brings 
out its ‘sweetheart’ and supplies the 
vocal for a duet between them. The 
dummies’ gestures, the busine with 
toy pony and the dancing are life 
like Fo a novelty he ha one 
large puppet manipulating ine 
ring for a smaller one 
Tiny Betty Benson, the band’s girl 
nger, 1 reminiscent of Bonnie 
Bake Het numbers, Li'l Boy 
JOVE eu ine veld dapted to he 
venile tvie and e find a ¢ 
ceptive audie ( A 19-vear old 
trumpeter from the out 3enny 
Stabler, has an inning with ‘Car 
nival of Venice’ and score Then 
the boys don aprons to become a 
feminine dancing chorus for a nov 
elty number. It’s well done and 
funny. A ‘St. Louis Blues’ windup 
is hot with rhumba and_  boogie- 


woogie touches, 

From this point ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ takes over, with the house 
orchestra working in the pit. It’s a 


good offering for the  vaudfilm 
houses, judging by its reception at 
the show caught, and a great plug 


for the Ivory sponsors with its huge 
backdrop proclaiming the soap and 
its merchandise giveaways. It ex- 
cites plenty of laughter and the un- 
predictable response of the cus- 
tomer performers when they're 
called upon to perform crazy stunts 
whacks the funny bones all the 
harder. All very spontaneous and 
informal. 

A light house at the opening Fri- 


dav (98) afternoon show Rees. 


' 


would be at some smart east side 
supper club. There they excite guf- 
faws. More adaptable at the State 
are the impersonations done at the 
end of her routine, notably Lionel 
Barrymore and Mae West. 

Lois Andrews (Mrs. Jessel) lends 
a decorative touch with her looks 
and does two songs. She was some- 
what affected by illness Thursday 
(opening night). 

Jessel follows Miss Andrews with 
his specialty, garnering the spotlight 
for over 20 minutes. He humorously 
reflects on the difference in the love- 
song titles of yesteryear and those of 


the present. interpolated with ‘Let 
There Be Love’ as his premise tune. 
His inevitable phone bit follows, 
after which he does chorus snatches 


of tunes he wrote. 
Ex-New York Mayor 

Walker. at the bidding of Jessel 

lowing the latter’s performance 


James J. 
fol- 
took 


a bow from the stage Thursday night 
(27). 

Biz strong at this catching 

Naka 
TOWER, K. C. 
Kansas City, April 1 

Bee Ho Gray, Winifred Seeley, 
Masterdons (3) and Rosemarie, Lese- 
ter Harding, House Line (sS), Herb 
S House Orch (9); ‘Little Men’ 

RKO). 

S! i eek S formula 
ear! every re ect ing time 
f 40 nute trio of Imported acts 
mateur contest winner, ho e regu- 

! cluding Lester Harding as 
m.c.. the Mary Graham Minor line 
nd Herb Six leading his orch 
from the piano bencl On ft Ss basis 
it sums up as average in line with 
the usual presentation here, has 
been surpassed several times in the 
year and a half of this policy, and 
is itself better than some of its 


predecessors. 

Title of ‘Bye, Bye, Blues’ was hit 
upon as a signal for throwing off 
the winter yoke and getting into the 
spring season, and line opens pep- 
pily in a stair tap routine. Ags 
m.c., Harding begins with the three 
Masterdons who exhibit some fin- 
ished adagio femme tossing with 
smallish Rosemarie as subject. In 
second spot, Monday am winner, 
June Forsbach, fingers an accordian 
mildly on ‘Nola,’ but comes up with 
a sock arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes’ 
to even the account. 

Winifred Seeley, as 
holds center of show and 
Billed as a dance stylist. she lives 
up to the announcement with a 
rhythm tap to ‘Lucky Star,’ very 

(Continued on page 46) 


tap single, 
is solid, 
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N.Y. Ticket Brokers Win First 


Skirmish Against 75¢ Measure 


| 

The court contest over the legality 
of New York’s law limiting the! 
agency sale of tickets at 75 cents | 
premium bobbed up last week, when 
the brokers won a preliminary 
skirmish on two points. Application 
for an injunction against police com- 
missioner Lewis Valentine and li- 
cense commissioner Paul Moss from 
enforcing the statute was to have 





Shows in Rehearsal 


People’— Wil- 





‘The Beautiful 
liam Saroyan. 
‘The Last 

Guild. 
*Theatre’—John Golden. 
‘The Trojan Women’—Experi- 
mental Theatre. 
‘Not In Our 
mental Theatre. 


Round’ — Theatre 


Stars’'—Experi- 





been heard Friday (28), but was put 
off until April 28. 

William A. Hyman, counsel for the 
ticket brokers, appeared before Jus- 
tice Samuel Rosenman, who granted 


his application to strike out certain | 


parts of the defence answer by the 
city of New York, represented by 
Charles Weinstein, assistant corpora- 
tion counsel, who was denied a mo- 
tion to strike out portions of the 
complaint. It is the first time that 
the ticket people’s contentions have 
been ruled upon favorably. 


Ticket brokers sued on the ground | 


that the legislature exceeded its au- 
thority in adopting such a statute; 
that it is confiscatory, discriminatory 
and, as it fixes prices, is unconstitu- 
tional. Two defence arguments were 
put forth by the city, one being that 
the law has not been in operation 
long enough to prove the contentions 
of the plaintiffs. The other point was 
to strike out the allegation in the 
complaint that the law was not op- 
posed to public interest, the ruling 


being that neither defence was suf- | 


ficient. Justice Rosenman, however, 
ruled that the burden of proof rested 
with the ticket men. The ruling: 


Justice Rosenman’s Ruling 


‘All that the first defence says is 
that not enough time has elapsed to 
determine whether the operation of 
the statute has caused or will cause 
any damage or injury to the plain- 
tiffs or anyone else. In so far as 
such damage or injury is material, 
under the complaint, it will have to 
be proven by the plaintiffs if they 
are to recover. 
fendants to disprove it as set forth 
in this defence. The second defence 
is also insufficient. 

‘It is not necessary for a plaintiff, 
who alleges that a legislative body 
has exceeded its constitutional power, 
to await arrest and criminal prosecu- 
tion before raising the question of 
constitutionality. Irreparable injury 
is clearly alleged in the complaint, 
warranting equity intervention if the 


statute or its operation is in fact un-' 


¢eonstitutional.’ 

In denying Weinstein’s application 
to delete paragraphs in the com- 
plaint, court ruled: ‘The motion was 
not made within the period pre- 
scribed by the rules of civil practice 
and no adequate reason or explana- 
tion has been advanced to waive the 
lateness.’ 

Case had been scheduled for hear- 
ing once before and in both instances 
the city’s counsel requested postpone- 
ment, while the ticket attorney stated 
he was ready to proceed. As the 
case now stands, its outcome depends 
on the opinion of constitutionality. 
Last week’s development was a sur- 
prise move on Hyman’s part. 





San Car!o Opens in Port.; 


Nix La Scala Booking 





Portland, Ore., April 1. 
San Carlo Opera Company opened 
last night (Monday) at the Mayfair 
(1,500 seats) for a week’s run. 
Appearance of San Carlo company 


brings again to the surface stories | 


regarding outfit called La Scala 
Opera Co. Under Manager Colon 
Toni, La Scala played three nights 
(Feb. 19-21) at Auditorium with 150 
musically-inclined local ‘students’ as 
chorus. Gag was students sold six 
ducats apiece as ‘tuition.’ Advertis- 


ing hit the hometown spirit by claim- | 


ing to use only local talent. 
ever, 


How- 
musicians were left holding 


note for $250 and Portland b.o. was! Sacremento (9); Civic aud., Fresno | 


It is not for the de- | 














‘War Preparations Halt 


Mohawk Drama Festival 


Schenectady, N. Y., April 1. 


The Mohawk Drama Festival, con- 
ducted each summer since 1935 on 
the campus of Union College, is the 
first topflight strawhat to be sus- 
|pended because of uncertainty of 
‘war preparations.’ Following a meet- 
‘ing in New York, the festival’s co- 
| founders, Charles Coburn and Dr. 
Dixon Ryan Fox, president of Union, 
stated: “The uncertainty as to whether 
the national Government will re- 
} quire the services of Union College 
‘in carrying on the educational prep- 
arations during the summer of en- 
gineers, chemists and physicians to 
meet emergency needs has inevitably 
postponed the plans of the Mohawk 
| Drama Festival beyond the point of 
| safety for the season of 1941.’ 
Coburn returned to Hollywood 
after the New York conference. 








Current Road Shows 


(April 2-12) 








‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Laura 
Hope Crews, Eric Von Stroheim )— 
| English, Indianapolis (3-5); Grand, 
_ Chicago (6-12). 
| Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Memorial aud., Raleigh, N. C. (2). 


‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 


—Shubert, Boston (2-5); National, 
| Washington (7-12). 
| ‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 


Wynn)—Selwyn, Chicago (2-12). 


| ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
|—Cass, Detroit (2-12). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
| —Grand, Topeka, Kans. (2); Mun. 
|aud., Kansas City (3-5); Shrine aud., 
|Des Moines (6); Orpheum, Daven- 
|port (7); aud., St. Paul (12). 

‘Gas Light’--Playhouse, Hollywood 
(2-12). 


‘Hellzapeppin’—Aud., New Orleans 
(2-5); American, St. Louis (7-12). 


‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Frederic 


March, Florence Eldridge)—Shubert, | 


New Haven 
(7-12). 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago (2-12). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (2-12). 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Forrest, Philadelphia (2-5). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Hartman, Colum- 
bus (2-5); Erlanger, Chicago (7-12). 

‘My Sister Ejileen’—Harris, 
cago (2-12). 
| ‘Night Before Christmas’—Plym- 
| outh, Boston (2-12). 
| ‘Pins and Needles’—Studebaker, 
Chicago (2-5). 

San Carlo Opera—Mayfair, Port- 


(4-5); Colonial, Boston 





Play Out of Town 


Night Before Christmas 
Princeton, N. J., March 29. 





Courtney Burr presents three-act comedy 
by Laura and 8S, J. Perelman; directed by 
Romney Brent; setting, Boris Aronson, 

McCarter theatre, Princeton, 


Opened at 


N. J., March 28; §2.75 top 

Madame Hochelle.........+-+++- Ruth Weston 
Bigelow. .cccccccccccccsesssese John Ravold 
Bandicott......cc-ccvcces St. Clair Bayfield 
Bachrach......ccccccersseeseess: Louis Sorin 
Denny Costello. ..-+ceceeees> Phyllis Brooks 
Byron Scthofield......e.see6- Herbert Nelson 
Fred PincR.......cccceesseeees George Petrie 
Otts J. Faucme...ccesecessseees Forrest Orr 
FRUDY. . coccccccccececssecs George Matthews 
Smitty. ....cccccccaseecsesses> Owen Martin 
Aspinwall....... ecrccocceorss William David 
EGR... cocccccece eccvcecovess Harry Bratsburg 
Policeman..... Coeccceces Donald McClelland 
BOrGOARe...cccccosescccccscceces Lew Eckels 





If ‘The Night Before Christmas’ 
sees the night before Christmas on 


Broadway, then Laura and S. J. | 
Perelman can _ start ne in | 
ow- 


Santa Claus. The sad truth is, 
ever, that the bewhiskered gent 
doesn’t carry in his bag the sort of 
miracles required to turn their play 
into a good comedy. Although every 
once in a while the authors pop up 
with some grand Perelmanisms, their 
very presence only serve to empha- 
size what can happen when fine tal- 
ent goes astray and how woefully 
lacking is the remainder of the play. 
Perhaps the chief fauit lies in the 
fact that in portraying a small band 
of gangsters, they emerge as neither 
fish, fowl nor herring. Obviously, 
the Perelmans had never intended 
to depict them in two realistic a man- 
ner. But in injecting a Damon Run- 
yon flavor into their underworld 
disciples, they miss fire. The situa- 
tions always seem to fall short of 
the ludicrous and the characters lack 
the human frailties to produce the 
fantastic incongruities resulting from 





|scheme of his double-crossing brother | 


Chi- |, 





this weakness. And to make matters 
worse, the authors lasso a.love inter- 
est and hold on to it for dear life, 





| Inside Stuf—Legit == 
| 


N. Y. Mirror last week finally carried a notice on ‘Native Son,’ which 
/opened at the St James on Monday (24), but the review did not appear 
‘until Wednesday. Understood that the tabloid held out the notice, written 
by Robert Coleman for Tuesday’s edition, but followed suite after the Jour- 
_nal-American printed a criticism on that day. Both are Hearst publica. 
| tions and he had ordered that no mention be made of Orson Welles be- 
| cause of his emphatie objection to the film ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), which 
|the director produced and appeared in. Welles, with John Houseman, 
presented ‘Son.’ Welles’ name was not mentioned in either the Mirror or 
| Journal notices. Comment of both reviewers was mild in comparison to 
some others and both regard it as a propaganda play. 

‘Son’ was given four-star rating by the Daily News, New York’s other 
tab, by Burns Mantle, it being the first play so classified this season by 
him. In his Sunday (30) column, Mantle seemed rather surprised that all 
other critics did not share his enthusiasm over the drama, which he thinks 
has a good chance to cop the Pulitzer prize. 

Publicity attendant to the presentation of ‘Native Son’ has resulted in 
an abnormal demand for the book from which it was dramatized and 
closely follows. ‘Son,’ while having a $3.30 top, is otherwise scaled under 
the average play with that price. Lower floor is split, with the rear half 
at $2.75, while the balcony and gallery are more popularly scaled. Show 
can gross around $18,000, whereas the house betters $22,000 at the same 
top under the usual scaling of the upper floors. 





Understanding that ‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield, N. Y., started as a 
vaudeville show is inaccurate. When the Coast revue opened in Los 
Angeles it was rated as a little theatre attraction and used a top of $1.65 
in the tiny Theatre Alliance Playhouse, which explains why all salaries 
were uniform at $25. However, when ‘People’ moved to the Hollywood 
Playhouse, regular legit stand, Equity ordered its members to join the 
association. That upped the minimum pay to $40. Present minimum is 
$50, but revamping of the revue was made prior to the boost, which 
started Dec. 1 last. 

E. Ray Goetz negotiated to take over ‘People,’ but the deal fell through. 
He did, however, place himself in good standing with Equity by paying 
$4,000, representing two weeks’ salary to a cast of an abandoned play. He 
was supposed to produce this season, but so far has not done so. 





Distribution of the estate of Maggie Mitchell, stage name dating back 
three generations ago, is being arranged by the U. S. Trust Co. Mitchell 
and Averell Harris, both actors, latter being in ‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore, 
N. Y., will share close to $500,000 with two cousins, George and Margaret 





| helping neither their story nor com- 


edy. 

There’s hardly a genuine laugh in 
the opening act, whose two scenes 
require far too much time to start 
the story rolling. In Bigelow’s 
dusty, outmoded luggage shop are 
schmoosing a nearly’ bankrupt 
jeweler, the widowed proprietress 
of a lingerie shop, a sandwich man, 
a drug clerk and Bigelow himself— 
all neighbors on the now El-less 6th 
avenue. 
out of the blue steps a pompous, 
smooth-mouthed stranger who buys 
out Bigelow lock, stock and barrel. 
An ex-con, he sets to work with his 
dim-witted confederate, drilling a 


Customers are rare, when | 


Mitchell. About $400,000 is in securities, balance being realty. When 


| Miss Mitchell died in 1918 she bequeathed the estate in trust to Harry 


Paddock, a son who died three years ago, and Fanchon Mashey, a daugh- 
ter. Demise of the latter last year opened the way for the estate to be 
disbursed to the other relatives. 

Miss Mitchell scored her biggest success in ‘Fanchon the Cricket,’ pre- 
sented in 1861 and continued for nine years thereafter. The Harris broth- 


| ers are sons of her sister, Emma, and William Harris, also an actor who 


appeared in Miss Mitchell's time. 





‘Flight to the West,’ Royale, N. Y., which the Playwrights turned over 
to Louis Schaffer and associates, receives the attention of Elmer Rice, 
play’s author, mostly because the scale was reduced to $1.10 top and is 
regarded as another pop-price experiment. Attendance has been steadily 
building and one night last week Rice gleefully ushered passing friends 





way into the adjoining bank’s vault | 
through the store’s cellar, as they 
work from the plans of Leo, an ex- 
pal doing a stretch. The absent | 
mastermind’s moll finds them out 
and forces them to kick in with a 
third of the loot. Follows a series 
of blunders producing the play’s few 
laughs, culminating in Leo’s Xmas 
Eve break from prison, foiling the 


rats in a closing scene which dis- | 
the expense of good theatre, good 
comedy and a good curtain. 

Forrest Orr, as Otis J. Fauene, the 
dapper gangster turned ‘luggage 
man,’ contributes by far the most 
, creditable performance of the eve- 
ning. George “Matthews, as his 
| Stooge, Ruby, is effectively dumb, 
while Phyllis Brooks as the moll 





manages to look attractive. John! 
Ravold, Louis Sorin and Ruth Weston | 
do as well as their bit parts permit. 

Ronney Brent directed the Court- | 
}ney Burr production, for which | 
Boris Aronson did a very realistic 
setting. Saturday ni~ht’s (29) preem 
at the McCarter was marked by too 
many ragged spots, showin need 
| for additional rehearsals. Rosen. 








| Plays on Broadway 





GABRIELLE 





poses of everyone quite neatly at | 


| tween the various invalids. But the | 
| central theme deals with a gentle, | 
| affectionate young mother and a 

| psychopathic minor novelist. 
|character should be a 


|compelling. But as played by John 
sporting $3,000 wrist watches who | ; 
falls for a $45-per-week drug clerk, | /udicrously pompous young man in- 


into the theatre to prove that the house had a standee, not including the 
fireman who was rubbering at the performance. 


‘Flight’ is said to better an even break at around $6,000, which mark it 
approximated last week. . 





‘Gabrielle,’ which opened and closed after two performances at Maxine 
Elliott’s, N. Y., last week, was presented by Randolph Carter, using a 
corporate business name. Carter has been engaged in Long Island sum- 
mer theatres. He also dramatized ‘Wuthering Heights,’ from the Bronte 
novel, presented for a time at the Longacre two seasons ago. 


Play was billed as controlled by Spinell, Gabrielle, Inc. First name was 
a character in the play. 





Al Fresco Operetta For 
Dailas Under Shubert; 
‘Blossom Time’ Leads Off 


Dallas, April, 1. 
A light opera season of ten weeks 
| beginning either on June 14, or June 


Latter | 
: PS fascinating 
figure—sinister and at the same time 
Cromwell, he becomes 


merely a 


capable of being taken seriously. 

With an already uneventful script 
thus thrown out of balance, the 
others in the cast do well to retain 
their dignity. Even so, Eleanor | 














a eee 


; 
| 
f 


|Lynn is appealingly direct in. the 
| title part, while Harold Vermilyea, 
| Byron McGrath, Martin Wolfson, 
Frieda Altman, Wilton Graff, Whit- 
|ner Bissell and Frederic Tozere all 
|play with as much sincerity and 
| plausibility as circumstances allow. 


| Randolph Carter seems to have used | ; 
| will be rechristened State Fair Ca- 


the honor system of direction, but 





21 was confirmed after a conference 
Saturday noon (29) between Seay, 
president of the State Fair of Texas, 
and J. J. Shubert. The productions 
will be staged in the amphitheatre 
on the Fair Grounds and the theatre 


| Peggy Clark’s single setting and | sino, 


| Kenn Barr’s costumes appear rea- | 


| sonably authertic. Hobe. 


(Taken off after two performances; 








: rinte ° 
| land, Ore. (2-7); Kingsbury hall, Salt Drama in three acts (four scenes), by ? “or oe ee 
; Lake City (8-9); Aud., Chicago (12). ca" tiers ae os eee | . ’ 
M " | Ma : age I andolp 
Pr oe “— — + sani grt nn ay Carter : setting, Peggy Clark: prrrecomomt The Fiddler 8 House 
| nicago (2-8); oya Alexandra, .enn Barr; incidental music composed by | 7, r-drams . 
Toronto (9-12) y . Rudi Revil; presented by Rowland Leigh | oe in three acts, by Padraic 
: ’ at Maxine Elliott, N. ¥., March 25, ‘41; |p. tee Keen mean. Staged 
‘Student Prince’—Lyceum, Minne- | $3.30 top. * | py J. Augustus Keogh. Presented by Irish 
a 1 ; jp 1 Repertory Theatre of N. Y. under sponsor- 
j;apolis (2); Cox, Cincinnati (3-5), | Fleming................... Byron McGrath ; ship of Greenwich Village Stage Society 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (7-12). | demeanor “ete a a Guild, at (herry Lane, N. Y. 
| . . ‘ zeners LOIN. weeeeereeeed artin ‘olfson | March 27, °41; $1.65 top. 7 
| “Theatre’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner )}— Detlev Spinell s eee reccccccess John Cromwell | Anne Yat, cecees eo seers Judith Magee 
| Playhouse, Wilmington (12). Atel e a hgeee e 100660606 yh see Altinan | comes Borainan sveccccecess Gerald Buckley 
| Fr: ‘in Von Osteloh....064..G race Coppin | Conn RENN: 0-6-0 0540000 Augusti ear 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred | August Schujz.........0.0... . Wilton Graft | Brian MacConnell........... ; oa y se sre 
‘Lunt, Lynn Fontanne )—Shubert, | meg yan S00 0s20eseees ys Bissell Poon — ee cceee Margaret McCarthy 
: . | Doctor Leander.............Frederic Tozere | Justin Reilly......ccceccccles y 
hag Rag ; = oa ee | oe , a ese cosens Harold Vermilyea | 4 — a 
a : ajah, eading a. (4): Ga drie le Kloterjahn......... Eleanor Lynn ; * 
| Community Hershey. Pa , (5) ¥ Maid (5ECCOPRED ORDO SEE 0804 Charlotte Acheson ip According to the blurb, this 
ier ’ vy hh de PRURDEE 0.005 e0seesees ces {Blaine Eldridge | Padraic Colum play, one of the early 
_ ‘Time of Your Life (Eddie Dowl- {Dwight Marfiela| productions of the Dublin’s Abbey 
|ing)—Curran, San Francisco (2-5): a sae | Theatre, is supposed to launch the 
|Aud., Oakland, Cal. (8); H. S. aud.,|, There's : insufficient theatre in Irish Repertory Theatre of New 
Gabrielle,’ which playwright-radio | York. It provided a sonorific open- 
scripter Leonardo Bercovici has | ing performance Thursday (27) night 


attached for debt owed in Spokane. | (10); Lobero, Santa Barbara (12). 


Local showmen thumbs-downing sec- 
ond appearance of newly-formed 
La Scala Opera Co. under Manager 


| ‘Tobacco Road’ 


(John Barton)— 
Locust, Philadelphia (2-5). 


‘Treat Her Gently’ (Ruth Chatter- 


| based on Thomas Mann’s short story, 
| ‘Tristan.’ 


_ Play resembles still-life, 
with a hint of action beneath the 





surface, but only placid conversa- 
ton)—Melba, Dallas, Texas (2); Or- | tion on the stage. Show is also 


pheum, Waco, Texas (3); Paramount, | Strangled by a hopelessly stilted per- 


George Lee Marks. With Schipa as | 
guest star, company wants to return | 
late in April. 





jat the tiny Cherry Lane theatre, in 
|Greenwich Village, 


) N. Y., and a 
dubious springboard for any aspiring 
rep troupe. 

Neither the play nor the company 
appears to warrant more than mini- 
mum mention for the record. Show 


j}attraction with Everett 





Robert Ardrey has gone to Tucson | 


a script for Broadway. 





Austin, Texas (4); Texas, San ee in one of the integral 


tonio, Texas (5). 


‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen 


| (2-5); Hartman, Columbus, O. (7-9). ! bitterness in the relationships be- 


Hayes, | in te 
from San Antonio. He’s completing | Maurice Evans)—Nixon, Pittsburgh | though undeveloped, 


parts. ; : ; wasn’t so much bad as it was simply 
6% locale is a Swiss sanatorium | innocuous. Sole item of interest was 


There an 


_ intriguing, 
CTISS-Cross 


5; | the presence in the cast of Augustin 
0 


|Duncan, vet Broadway character 
! actor, Hobe, 





Stage for the theatre is being ex- 


| panded and there will be sufficient 
} space for dancing before the curtain 


each evening. Adjacent to the Ca- 
Sino and ranged along one side of 
the lagoon will be an open-air gar- 


|'den for refreshments and food. 


An orchestra of 25 will be used 
and a chorus of 50 is promised, all 
except key posts in each group to 
be recruited locally. Prices will 
range from 25c through 50c, 75c and 
$1 for seats in the audience area ac- 
commodating 7,000 persons. 


Singers in this part of the country 
may obtain assignments to smaller 
roles, but the principals will be pro- 
fessionals, it was announced. Cos- 
tumes and most of the scenery will 
come from the Shubert equipment. 
‘Blossom Time’ is probable opening 
Marshall. 
Shubert also propcsed to give Dallas 
the world premiere of a new light 
opera called ‘Cocktails Five and 
Seven,’ recently finished by Jean 
Schwartz and Harry Revel. 





Phil Baker wants to play the lead 


|in a Chicago company of ‘Charley's 
i Aunt.’ 
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Equity Meeting Averts Another Tiff 


On Reds; Lytell's 


A ruction over the-Red issue that 
rocked Equity last season was nar- 
rowly averted at the quarterly meet- 
ing held at the Astor Friday (28), 
when a member proposed that the 
actors send a delegate or observer to 
rallies of a so-called peace mobili- 
zation group soon to be held. Bert 
Lytell, association’s head, who was 
in the chair, detected the origin of 
the proposal as coming from radi- 
cally minded members and ruled it 
out of order. 


Another proposal not favored 
called for closing Equity’s member- 
ship list until unemployment of 
members abated. Idea was to make 
it a closed shop for two years, it 
being alleged that only 10% of the 
membership is currently engaged. 
Equity leaders, however, say that 
most of those out of jobs are unem- 
ployable. Lytell created the phrase 
that ‘we are the art dealers of the 
amusement world,’ selling to fewer 
people at higher prices than those in 
other entertainment occupations. He 
said that what remains of show busi- 
ness is in its finest form, but con- 
ceded that radio is important oppo- 
sifion though a blessing for show 
people because of the jobs it affords. 


52 Army Theatres In Sight 


Lytell told of hearing from Robert 
E. Sherwood, of the army and navy 
joint committee on welfare and re- 
creation, an advisory board, and in- 
dicated that there will be 52 army 
camp theatres with seating capacities 
of around 4,000 each made available 
by next October. Number of houses 
mentioned was surprising, as was the 
size of the proposed theatres. How- 
ever, when Equity is given repre- 
sentation on the eventual working 
committee, changes are anticipated. 





Proposed size of the theatres for ; 


stage entertainment 
until 


was puzzling 
it was explained that such 


buildings would also be used for | 


other activities, such as basketball 
and other sports. That would mean 
that the floors would be flat instead 
of graded. Professionals favor the- 
atres holding around 1,200, although 
it was figured that part of larger 
houses could be curtained off. Ulti- 
mately there will be a circuit, ex- 
pected to be handled by managers, 
booking agents and directors who 
will devote their time gratis, but that 
won't go for actors. 

Equity’s nominating committee was 
elected after 19 names had been pro- 
posed from the floor. Six who won: 
Ruth Gordon, who easily topped the 
field; Frank Wilcox, Jack Norworth, 
Byron McGrath, Wyrley Birch and 
Paul Huber. Understood that two 
candidates said to be of the Theatre 
Arts Committee got the smallest 
number of votes. Committee was 
completed with three nominations 
named by the council: Florence 
Reed, William David and John 
Lorenz. Committee will not delibe- 
rate until next week, new rules stip- 
ulating that 10 days must elapse be- 
fore meetings start. 


Paul Dulizell, in his report, said | 


the managers must present satisfac- 
tory evidence that Sunday perform- 


ances, have increased employment by | 


extending the engagements if the 
experiment of Sunday performances 
is to continue beyond June 1. 





Joan Carroll Replacement 
Set for ‘Panama Hattie’ 


Patsy O’Connor has been selected 
to replace Joan Carroll, tot in ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie,’ 46th Street, N. Y.. when 
the kid goes to Hollywood. Moppet 
Oo Connor is the daughter of a vaude- 
ville family. Red Marshall has been 
Selected to step into Rags Ragland’s 
Part, as previously indicated. Latter 
is also under contract for the Coast. 

Hattie’ cast changes are not to be 
made until June. Show is figured to 
run through summer on Broadway. 


Betty Hutton is another of the cast | 


going west, no replacement player 
being chosen as yet. 





‘PIGEONS’ SET 
: Charleston, S. C., April 1. 

First production of George M. 
Cohan’s play, ‘Pigeons and People,’ 
Opens Thursday (3) at Dock Street 
theatre here. 

Norman Lloyd is set for lead. 
Richard Gaines; Raymond Massey’s 
successor in Broadway run of ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,” and Elizabeth 
Malloch, from summer stock, head 


Supporting cast. Play runs through 
April 15, 


Army Show Report 


0. & J. Scram ‘Hell’ 
For Coast April 26 


+ Olsen and Johnson will leave the 
cast of ‘Hellzapoppin’ April 26, go- 
ing to the Coast to appear and ad- 
| vise in the film version of the pic- 
ture of same title to be produced by 
Jules Levey for Universal release. 
|Film will not adapt much of the 
| present show. Plans for running the 
| show into summer depend on busi- 
_ness after the duo leave. Same goes 
for a Chicago engagement, which 
may be made by the road company 
headed by Eddie Gass and Billy 
|House. That outfit has been clean- 
ing up, too. 

‘Hellz’ will continue, however, for 
a time after O.&J. depart. Jay C. 
|Flippen will replace Olsen, but a 
successor for Johnson has not been 
| decided upon. Plan for a colored 
| version for the Coast to be called 
|‘Hellzapoppin in Harlem’ has not 
| been seriously considered, although 
, Duke Ellington’s name in mentioned 
in connection with such an outfit. 


FATHER, SET 
SOLID, ENDS 
UBO. FIGHT 


So far as Oscar Serlin is con- 
cerned, the fight with the United 
| Booking. Office over spotting ‘Life 
| With Father’ on the road has been 
finished, for the time at least. Pro- 
| ducer states that the two companies 
ion the road, in Philadelphia and 


























Chicago, respectively, have been con- | 


| tracted for by out of town managers 
| for a full season, what with the com- 

pletion of negotiations with west 
| coast theatre managements. 


Each company has been booked 40 


| weeks, dates starting in October and | 


continuing into July, 1942. Claimed 
i that 95% of the bookings were con- 
| summated by Serlin dealing directly 
‘with theatres regularly booked by 
the UBO. Only sizeable city not on 
the ‘Father’ itinerary is St. Louis. In 
|only four stands will ‘Father’ oppose 
| theatres owned or operated by UBO. 


| No plans are mentioned for road 


i 


N. Y., indicating the expectation that 
the engayement will extend into next 
season, 


2-FOR-ONES HELP 
EXTEND LEGIT RUNS 








known that this method of reduced 


prices has extended engagements for 
longer periods than would have been 
| ordinarily possible. A fifth show is 
| trying out the bargain coupons for a 


| limited period, but only by wide dis- | 
tribution in wholesale lots are two) 


for ones found to be worthwhile. 
Another method of bolstering busi- 
ness is by means of theatre parties 
at from one-third to 10% off. 

Shcws using two for one age 
topped by ‘Separate Rooms,’ which 
has played more than a year and 
may go into summer at the 
Plymouth. Others are ‘Johnny 
Belinda,’ Longacre, ‘Out of the Fry- 
ing Pan,’ Windsor, and the new “My 
Fair Ladies,” Hudson. All four give 
Sunday performances and the cut 
rate coupons are accepted then, but 
not on Saturdays. 





1G Rockefeller Prizes 
To Three Dramatists 


Awards of three Rockefeller play- 
| writing fellowships were announced 
yesterday (Tuesday) by the Drama- 
tists Guild. Recipients, each getting 
$1,000 are Ramon Maya (writing 
under the name of Enrique Vasque), 
Theodore Browne and Noel Houston. 
Browne is a Negro. 
| Two previous 
George Corey and Tennessee Wil- 
liems, are also given special awards 
of an additional $500 each to write 
| new plays 


' dates of the original ‘Father,’ Empire, | 


i 
At least four shows on Broadway's | 
list are using two-for-ones and it is 


fellowship-holders, ' 


Wiser Now? 


Max Gendel, of the Shubert 
presse department, participated in 
& publicity stunt and emerged 
with a fractured elbow last week. 
Choruses and others of ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ ‘Hellzapoppin’ and ‘Meet 
the People’ were supposed to 
participate in a bowling contest. 

Following the players, Gendel 
decided to show his prowess, 
slipped on the alley and became 
a casualty. Despite the accident 
he reported at the office the next 
day. 


STRUCK BALLET 
IN HAVANA 
MIXUP 


Strike of members of the Original 
Ballet Russe in Havane has precipi- 
tated an involved mixup among the 
personne] of the company, the man- 
|agement and the dancers’ union, the 
| American Guild of Musical Artists. 
| Situation is further complicated by 
relations between Col. W. de Basil, 
‘manager of the company, and Sol 
Hurok, who has been booking its 
tour. Meanwhile, the troupe is 
stranded in Havana, with AGMA 
trying to arrange passage back to 
New York. 

Bond for the tour is held by 
AGMA, but whether it is large 
enough to cover passage of all the 
dancers involved, or whether it was 
posted by those responsible in the 
present situation, was uncertain yes- 
terday (Tuesday). AGMA board 
held a specia] meeting and resolved 
that the strike was not ordered nor 
authorized. It also sent word to the 
members of the company not to go 
on strike. Latter gesture was figured 
to be virtually meaningless, how- 
ever, as the strike has already dis- 
rupted the scheduled South Ameri- 
can tour. 

According to word from Havana, 
|the members of the company went 
|on strike at de Basil's alleged vioia- 
tion of his AGMA contract covering 
wages and working’ conditions. 
Whether the contract applied outside 
the U. S. appears to be a questiun. 
Bond wes posted with AGMA by 
Hureck, as booker for the de Basil 
|troupe. But Hurok issued a state- 
ment Monday (31) more or less dis- 
avowing de Basil. Therefore it’s un- 




















certain just how far AGMA can go} depends on business after Olsen and 
toward using the bond to bring the | Johnson step out. ‘Meet The People,’ 
| Mansfield, is doubtful, but may stay, 


striking dancers back to the U. S. 
Troupe recently completed an en- 

gagement in Havana, heving gone 

there after a stay in Mexico City and 


} 


| 


a tour of eastern U. S. The other, 


Russian ballet, officially known as 
the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo and 
also booked by Hurok, hes also been 
touring the U. S. Both companies 
played engagements earlier this sea- 
son at the 5lst Street theatre, N. Y. 


Nab 2 in Ballet Russe Theft 
Mexico City, April 1. 
Mystery of the disappearance of 


$12,000 (Mex: $2,400 U. S.) from 
funds the Daniels Co., bookers, col- 


(Continued on page 45) 
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HARRY KAUFMAN ILL 


Will Undergo Operation In New 
York Hospital 

Harry Kaufman is in the New 
York hospital, where he is to be op- 
erated upon for an intestinal ob- 
struction. Patient was given a blood 
transfusion early this week for the 
purpose of strengthening his condi- 
tion, 

Kaufman, in addition to being 
teamed with William Sullivan in the 
Tyson Ticket Agency, has been an 
active showman. He supervised 
several Shubert musicals, including 
‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden, as 
|an associate of Lee Shubert. He has 
an interest in ‘Hellz.’ 


‘Animal’ Folds Tour 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

‘The Male Animal’ closed its tour 
here following the conclusion of its 
local engagement at the Lyceum last 
week and members of the company 
returned to New York. 
departure of Elliott Nugent from the 
cast takings on the road have been 
n.s.g. 

Nugent went to Hollywood to di- 
rect a Bob Hope picture. 








; walk and indications are for a dull 


| chase,’ Imperial, and ‘Hellzapoppi,’ 





Authors’ Atty., Asking Dismissal of Suit, 
Says League Isn't ‘Proper Plaintiff’ 
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Erin 0’Brien- Moore | 
Settles Suit vs. Lyons 


Action of Erin O’Brien-Moore | 
against Jack Lyons, in whose 50th | 
street (N.Y.) restaurant she was 
critically burned over two years ago, 
was settled out of court. Amount 
paid the actress was not stated, but 
she was in bed for three months 
and hospitalization and_ specialist 
fees were costly. Suit was heard in 
February, but the jury was dis- 
missed after deliberating a compara- 
tively short time. Case was sup- 
posed to have been retried last 
month. 

Miss Moore testified that a light- 
ed match carelessly discarded by 
Lyons ignited her evening gown, 
worn at a performance of ‘The 
American Way,’ which opened at the 
Center, N. Y., earlier that evening. 
Her evidence was corroborated. 


NOT A SUMMER 
MUSICAL IN 
SIGHT 


Last spring a number of summer 
musicals were being readied, after 
a lapse of years when only one new 
musical per season was aimed for 
that period. Two of last summer’s 
musicals were fast flops and cur- 
rently there is nothing definite about 
incomers of that type. One or two | 
are possibilities, while others being 
planned are dated for next season. 

Paucity of new musicals enhances 
the chances of the current crop hold- 
ing over. There are seven on the 
boards, four of which may comprise 
the whole summer musical card: 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th Street, “Pal! 
Joey, Barrymore, ‘Louisiana Pur- 











Winter Garden, Musical Play, ‘Lady 
in The Dark,’ would be a cinch to 
play througn summer, but will lay 
off after June 14, as originally ar- 
ranged. Whether ‘Hellz’ will stick 
through summer is questionable and 


while ‘Crazy With The Heat,’ 44th 

Street, is going off soon to tour in 

vaude as a unit. ‘It Happens on 

Ice,’ which resumes at the Center 

Friday (4), is doubtful for summer. 
Critics’ Siesta 

Production is slowing down to a 


spring so far as new shows are con- 
cerned. After the few definite ar- 
rivals skedded, it looks like the 





critics will only have to worry about | 
what play they will hang their prize 

award upon. Some reviewers are | 
supposed to be a bit jittery over what | 


| their editors may think if there are 





| Burns 


| those who are also efficient rewrite 





Since the | 


§ Lie 


no premieres over an extended | 
period. 
However, 


} 
it is not believed that | 
any of the metropolitan dailies will | 
disrupt the drama departments. Most | 
critics are capable of filling other | 
staff posts if called upon. Among | 


men are Richard 
and Sidney Whipple, 
gram. The lecture platform is an- | 
other outlet for some _ reviewers, | 
those who have built up a following 
out of town, among them being 
Mentle, News, John Mason 
Brown, Post, and John Anderson, 
Journal-American. 

This week the highly touted ‘Watch 
on The Rhine’ opens at the Beck, | 
and ‘Your Loving Son’ comes to the 
Little, ‘Ice’ also listed as opening be- 
cause of some changes. Last’ week 
‘Gabrielle’ disappeared from the 
Elliott after two nights, and ‘They | 
Walk Alone’ stopped at the Golden. 
Next week, “The Night Before Christ- 
mas’ arives at the Morosco, ‘Old Ac- 
quaintance’ moving over to the 
Broadhurst, and an _ experimental | 
play, “The Trojan Women,’ will be 
tried at the Cort. 


Draft Musical 


Lee Posner’s musical revue, “The 
Spirit of 158,’ revolving about the 
draft, is slated to open on Broadway 
early in June 
Posner with Alan Wilson and Mor- 


Jacobs did the score and ske 


Lockridge, Sun, 
World-Tele- 








tenes 


| Study. 


There was an unexpected develope 
ment in the action filed by the 
League of New York Theatres 
against the Authors League and 
Dramatists Guild, when Morris 
Ernst, special counsel for the lat- 
ter, made a motion to dismiss the 
complaint, instead of filing an an- 
swer. Attorney contends that the 
League has no right to sue the 
Guild, because the managers organi- 


zation as such is not the proper 
plaintiff. 
Ernst’s argument is that the 


League as such is not engaged in the 
production of plays or the manage- 
ment of theatres, and therefore 
should not appear as complainant 
against the recently revised basie 
agreement, dated for five years start- 
ing last month (March 1). He de- 
clares it is a group of showmen and 
cannot be damaged as an association. 
Also contended that there is no con- 
tract between the League and the 
Guild. Although the questioned pact 
was negotiated by the League, the 
actual signatories are, or will be, in- 
dividual managers. Authors insisted 
from the first basic agreement that 
it be signed singly by showmen and 
never recognized the League’s stand- 
ing to legally represent all the man- 
agers. 
Ernst Key to Action 


If Ernst’s contention is upheld in 
court, some individual producer will 
then be required to start action and 
upon its outcome would depend the 
legality of the pact. Ernst’s motion 
questions whether any manager has 
been injured by the contract’s stipu- 
lations and challenges anyone to 
prove such a result. 

Managers’ complaint is that the 
contract or agreement is monopo- 
listic, in that it requires all authors 
of plays to be members of the Guild, 
whether they be American citizens 
or aliens. When the question was 
argued by the League’s board, it was 
decided that the complaint be 
strengthened as much as possible and 
a number of regulations were ob- 
jected to. Some were present in the 
first agreement, but the showmen 
say that doesn’t mean that they as- 
sefited without objection. 

Matter of plays from abroad mo- 
tivated the managerial objection, 
however. It is admitted that little 
foreign product can be expected dur- 
ing the war’s duration, and perhaps 
years afterward, except the possi- 
bility of scripts from England. They 
objected to the principle involved 
and appear to be hopeful of winning 
a court decision because of a wave 
of activity on the part of federal 
authorities and sthers to curb moe 
nopoly. 


FATHER’ CHANGING 3 
KIDS FOR THIRD TIME 


i ‘Life 
with Father,’ at the Empire, N. Y., 
are being replaced. It’s the third 
time since the play opened in the 
fall of 1939 that the parts have had 
to be changed because the moppets 
grew out of them. 

Changes are Tony Miller, replac- 
ing Richard Simon as John: Jackie 
Ayres replacing Ronnie Reese as 
Whitney, and Ted Donaldson replac- 
ing Bobby Shenk as Harlan. Shenk 
remains with the company as under- 
At the same time, Walter 
Kelly is replacing Warren Briggs as 








| Whitney in the Dorothy Gish com- 


pany currently at the Walnut, Phila- 
delphia. 

Larry Robinson, one of the origi- 
nal kids in the ‘Father’ company at 
the Empire, N. Y., got a laugh on 
the Fred Allen show last week when 
he ad-libbed that he was no longer 
in the play because he had grown 
too much. They didn’t want to buy 
a new pair of pants, he said, so they 
got a new actor.’ 


Experimental Theatre 
In Benefit Performance 








New useage for plays presented 
under the Experimental Theatre set-~ 
up will be tried. First of the shows, 
‘The Trojan Women,’ is slated to be 
shown to an invited audience next 
Tuesday (8) at the Cort, N.Y. 

However, a ‘first’ public performe 
ance is announced for April 13 (Sune 


day) at the same spot as a benefit 
for the Stage Relief Fund. It will 
he vaya t $1.50 top 
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Tileen’ $15,000, Father’ $11,500 
Dante, 746, OK in Chi Despite Lent 


Chicago, April 1. | ‘DuBarry,’ $26,000, Rings 


Despite Lent, the legit houses held 
to steady grosses last week. The 
only disappointment was the post- 

yned opening of ‘Arsenic and Old 
wace’ from last night (Monday) to 
next Sunday (6). However, the Ed 
Wynn show, ‘Boys and Girls To- 





Up Fine St. Louis Gross 
St. Louis, April 1. 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ with Bert 


ether,’ got away snappily Sunday } 

$30) in the Selwyn following a fine | Lahr, closed a_ seven-night, nine- 

advance spread by Fred Spooner. | performance stand at the American 
In their final weeks currently are Sunday (30) with one of the best 


*Pins and Needles,’ which is winding 
up a fine run in the Studebaker on 
Saturday (5), and Dante, the ma- 
gician, who will complete a solid 
three-week stay in the Erlanger on 
Sunday (6). 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(57th week) (1,200; $2.75). Indicated 
to stay in the house until May 24 be- 
fore heading for the road. 


| takes of the year. 
scaled to $3.30, musical grossed esti- 
| mated $26,000, the second balcony 


With the house 


chairs being used for the first time 


| during the current season. 


House dark currently, but relights 


| Monday (7) with two-week stand of 


road company ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 





holds up remarkably; bit off, $11:500.| ‘PINFEATHERS’ QUICK 


Eileen,’ Harris (6th 
$2.75). Steady big 
Due for long run. 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(15th week) (1,200; $1). Goes into 
final week and then hits the road. 
Has had bang-up run here. Around | 
$5,500 last week. 
‘See My Lawyer,’ (2nd 
week) (1,000; $2.75). 
last week, deemed 


‘My Sister 
week) (1,000; 
eoin over $15,000. 


Selwyn 


FOLD IN HOLLYWOOD 





Hollywood, April 1. 
George Shafer’s production of the 
English meller, ‘Gas Light,’ is hold- 
ing on for at least another week at 


Held to $6,500 the Hollywood Playhouse, where on 
satisfactory | second stanza 


it managed to again 


enough to call off prospective road | approximate $3,000, sufficient to pay 
tour and continue at the Studebaker, | the bills and leave a little over for 


to which show moves Sunday (6). 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante), Erlanger 
(2nd week) (1,300; $2.20). Strong 
matinees and weekends, but weak- 
ness weekday nights. 
profitable $7,500. 


HAYES-EVANS STRONG 
$16,500 IN CINCINNATI 





However, | 








Cincinnati, April 1. 


| nightly 25c to 50c. 
| closed after a brief run at Assistance 


profit. 
‘Pinfeathers,’ new play in which 


| Madge Bellamy essayed to stage a 


comeback, lasted just one night at 
the Music Box, for the shortest run 
on record of any legit in Hollywood. 
Piece was roundly panned by the 
critics and has been shelved. 


Operetta at motion picture prices 
debuts today (1) at the Mason Opera 
house, with a two-week run of ‘Rose 
Marie’ scheduled. Pxices at daily 
mats range from 15c to 30c and 
‘T’d Rather Sing’ 


Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans, | League Playhouse. 


in ‘Twelfth Night,’ pulled strong for | 
approximately $16,500 on four per-| 


formances in the last half of last | 


week at the 2,500-seat Taft audi- 
torium. Top was $3.30. Matinee Sat- 
urday (29) was a sellout. 

Next road show for Cincy is ‘Stu- 


Gent Prince,’ at the Cox, week, of | 
April 13 at $1.65 top. 





$10,000 in Buffalo 





Buffalo, April 1. 
The Hayes-Evans ‘Twelfth Night’ 
production, in four shows at $3.30 top | 
at the Erlanger last week, grossed | 
estimated $10,000, virtual capacity. 








George S. Kaufman and Edna Fer- 
ber at White Sulphur Springs to' 
work on new play. 





Robert Ross will direct at the St. 
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Wynn’s ‘Boys’ Fair 
$17,500 in Detroit 


Detroit, April 1. 

With nearly every critic in town 
reviewing it on the basis of ‘If you 
like Ed Wynn,’ his ‘Boys and Girls 
Together’ came off with just esti- 
mated fair $17,500 at the Cass last 
week. While the gross wasn’t up to 
the big figures the house has been 
showing, some of the letdown is at- 
tributed to the advance of Lent. 
Price top was $3.30. 

Revue was followed in Monday 
(31) by ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ scheduled 
for two weeks at $3.30 top. Season 
stays full at the Cass with ‘Twelfth 





nee ian for six days beginning 
Drapers’ 7G in Wash. 





Washington, April 1. 
Ruth and Paul Draper, both fa- 
vorites here with their individual 
followings, collected nearly $7,000 in 
their joint appearance at the Na- 
tional, Capitol’s only legiter. Con- 


| sidering it was only a two-person 


concert, figure was surprising. House 


| was scaled at $2.75 top, but the orch 
| Was split with $2.20 seats in back 


half. 
National is dark this week, relight- 
ing Monday (7) with Everett Mar- 


| shall in ‘Blossom Time.’ 





‘Prince’ 10G in Milw. 


Milwaukee, April 1. 
Although ‘The Student Prince’ has 
been an almost annual visitor for 


many years, the return last week of 


the Romberg operetta with a practi- 
cally unknown cast brought raves 
from the critics and an estimated 
$10,000 gross to the Davidson at 
$2.75 top. B.o. regarded as highly 
satisfactory in view of the 10-week 


|old strike of 7,000 workers at the 
' Allis-Chalmers 


plant, which has 
affected all business here. 





Name Concert Dates 


(April 2-9) 











Grace Moore—Aud., Winnipeg (7); 
Festival hall, State College, Fargo, 
N. D. (9). 

Lily Pons—Syria Mosque, Pitts- 
burgh, 4). 

Albert Spalding—Kalispell H. S., 
Kalispell, Mont. (3). 

Gladys Swarthout—Savoy, Hamil- 
ton, Ont., (3); Technical School aud., 
London, Ont. (4); NCR Aud., Day- 
ton, O. (7). 


‘Cabin’ 19G in Toronto 


Toronto, April 1. 


} 


In at $2.50 top, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ 


grossed estimated excellent $18,700 
{at the Royal Alexandra here last 
| week. 

No Lenten depression was notice- 
able and only cut into capacity busi- 
|} ness were the two big hockey play- 

offs Tuesday and Thursday nights. 








‘ROAD,’ IN STH 


PHILLY VISIT, 
BIG 312,000 


Philadelphia, April 1. 
Legit biz was first-rate in Philly 
last week all along the line, and that 








meant three houses lighted and occu- 
pied 

‘Tobacco Road’ is here on its eighth 
engagement and doing very big. It 
was first advertised for two weeks 
only, but may stay five or six. 

Despite walloping success of this 
old favorite. two current comedy hits 
{continued to rake in the shekels— 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ in 
its third and final week at the For- 
rest, and ‘Life With Father,’ in its 
| fourth week at the Walnut. 

This week’s sole opening was a re- 
turn of ‘The Little Foxes’ at the For- 
rest. Next booking (and only one) 
is ‘There Shall Be No Night’ at For- 
rest April 14. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ For- 
rest (3d week) (1,800; $2.85). Went 
out to fairly good gross, considering 
third week; $15,000. ‘Little Foxes’ 
this week 

‘Life With Father,’ Walnut (4th 
week) (1,400; $2.85) Still hitting 
same hot pace, with only fluctuation 
in orch seats early in week. Went 
up slightly, $19,600 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Lociist (1st week) 
(1,500; $1.50). Eighth engagement 
and eighteenth week here, and this 
one is still plenty powerful. Hit 
1$12.000, remarkable for this low 
scale, and a third week has already 
been added to its run. 


‘RHINE’ 176, ‘ARSENIC’ 











Baltimore, April 1. 

There was plenty of action here 
for legit last week, with both the- 
atres housing shows and both re- 
porting bullish doings Launched 
ion its pre-Broadway trial by Her- 
{man Shumlin at Ford's, Lillian Hell- 
iman’s ‘Watch on the Rhine’ drew 
|rave notices from the local crix and 
|a mounting response that wound up 
with a bango total of $16,877 (ac- 
tual) for the 1,900 seats scaled at a 
top of $2,78. Last performance Sat. 
(29) night was absolute capacity at 
$3,127. 

At the indie booked Maryland, 
|preem of Chicago company of ‘Ar- 
|senic and Old Lace,’ faced with the 
opposition from the Shumlin-Hell- 
|man hit, fared exceptionally well at 
$13,761 (actual). This in spite of the 
fact that the original company of 
the hit spent a two-week tryout date 
at the same house earlier in the 
season. 


Foxes, $10,000, N.S.G. 














Pittsburgh, April 1. 
Return of ‘Little 
Foxes’ at Nixon last week was very 
Show did only esti- 


engagement 





disappointing. 


| mated $10,000, n.s.h. for drama which | 


(has been a smash hit practically 
every where. Opened to. almost 
|nothing at all, and night perform- 
|ances were way off, only two mats 
| saving it from being complete bust. 

Nixon has ‘Twelfth Night’ current 
under ATS auspices and got away 
last night (Monday) to big advance 
| Sale. Doesn't look as if season will 
| last beyond May 5, when ‘DuBarry 
| Was a Lady’ will be the attraction. 
That'll give Nixon season of 22 
weeks in all, more than was looked 
for the way it started out. 





Engagements 





Nicholas Joy, ‘Chariey’s Aunt.’ 

John Morny, ‘Hope for a Harvest.’ 

James Rawls, ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ (New York company). 





Claude Rains in from Hollywood 
and looking for a play. 





$13,761, BIG IN BALTO 


In Pitt Repeat Date 





Estimates for Last Week 


(Revue), M (Musical), F 
O (Operetta). 

Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (12th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Business con- 
tinues excellent for most attractions: 
but some slightly under marks of 
previous week; little change here 
and approached $17,000 level. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (7th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Second company planned, 
but may not tour until fall; strong 
matinee draw, with pace quite prof- 
itable; around $13,000. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. (9th 
week) (R-1,325: $3.30). Registered 
| good week, with gross over $13,500; 
revived revue, however, will be 
|} turned into vaude unit and opens at 
Loew’s State on Broadway late this 
month in that form. 





Bway Still on Upbeat; ‘Native Son’ 
Strong Draw at $15,000 in Ist Week, 





| earning some profit as road show 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R| cleans up; $5,500. 
(Farce) ;" 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (D- 
| 1,214; $3.30). Presented by Herman 
/Shumlin; written by Lillian Hellman: 
| regarded as sure thing in Baltimore 
| last week; opened last night (Tues- 
' day). 

‘Your Loving Son,’ Little (C-530: 
$3.30). Presented by Jay Richard 
Kennedy, Alfred Bloomingdale and 
Joseph F, Loewi; written by Abby 
Merchant; opens Friday (4), 

Revivals 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(3d week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Surpris- 
‘ing draw of Shavian play credited 
principally to its star name (Kath- 
arine Cornell); close to $23,000. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (24th week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Sponsors discoy- 
;}ered windfall in this old farce: 
grosses not in sizeable brackets, but 





| ‘Flight to the West,’ Royale (13th! turning weekly profit; around $8,000 


| week) (D-1,047; $1.10). 


| eon and, with count around $6,000, | 


broke even or better; 
| shows with low admission scale. 
|_ ‘Gabrielle,’ Maxine Elliot. 
Tuesday (25), last week: adverse no- 
tices; taken off next night. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(132d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). With 
few new musicals in sight for sum- 
mer, this one likely to play into or 
through another hot period; rated 
around $21,900. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (R-3,- 
087; $2.75). After being on road for 
three weeks resumes Friday (4) 
with lineup slightly revised; played 
22 weeks prior to touring. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (28th 
week) (B-1,016; $3.30). Eased off to 
around $7,500; cut arrangement for 
cast calls for pay slice under that 
figure, which betters even break. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (10th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Quoted at 
|$31.900; that means standees were 
present throughout the week; big 
agency demand. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (72d 
| week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Few straight 
shows able to top takings of long- 
staying comedy, which again was not 
much under $18,000. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,” Imperial 
(44th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Right 
back with the musical front runners 
and looks set through another sum- 
mer; estimated over $27,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (76th week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
Not quite as much as week previous, 
but scored another profitable week 
with better than $9,500. 

‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (14th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). With cast 
working under salary cut arrange- 
ment, Coast revue plans staying on; 
rated around $10,500. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (14th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Some vari- 
ance, but dip not material, and com- 
edy continues to register fine weekly 
profit; around $16,000. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (11th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Pegged as 
moderate success and earning weekly 








operating profit right along; esti- 
mated around $10,000. 

‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson (list 
week) (C-1,094; $3.30). Using cut 


rates after doubtful start and mild 
|press; first full week estimated 
around $4,500, which may be even 
break. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (1st week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Attracting plenty 
of attention; starting pace ap- 
proached $15,000; way house is scaled 
and several parties at concession the 
count is very strong. 


week) (C-939; $3.30). Moves to 
larger Broadway next week: busi- 
ness last week around $9,000 and 
should stick around that level 
more; profitable. ; 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 

(7th week) (C-893; $3.30). 
| oyer $5,000; using two for ones; word 
|}of mouth may improve takings. 
‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (14th week) 
| (M-1,104; $4.40). Topped $22,000 and 
|did considerable better previous 
| week, when bit under-estimated; un- 
questioned musical click. 

‘Panama Hattie,” 46th St. (22d 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). One of most 
popular musicals and should last into 
next season despite some summer 
cast changes; nearly $32,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (53d 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Other shows 
were reported coming to this spot, 
but current occupant making money 
both ways and listed to stick; $7,500. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (18th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Not as big 
as earlier months, but one of sea- 
son’s most substantial successes and 
cleaning up; $18,000. 

‘The Talley Method,’ Miller (5th 
week) (CD-940; $3.30). Moved for- 
ward for time then slipped; last 
week slightly over $6,000; must do 
better to make the grade. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Golden. Closed 
Saturday (29) after dull business 
during two and one half weeks stay. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Still 
ing and still advertising ‘last weeks’: 








among few) 


Opened 


Picked up| last week. 





LUNTS GROSS $20,300 
IN MIDWEST 1-NITERS 


‘There Shall Be no Night,’ starring 
the Lunts and playing midwestern 
one-nighters, grossed $20,300 in seven 
performances last week. Total is 
under the average pace of the show, 
explainable by the fact that it ac- 


cepted a flat $2,000 per night in 
Bloomington, Ind., and _ Lansing, 
Mich., because both are college 


towns. In the former spot, ‘Night’ 
was the initial attraction in the new 
auditorium of the University of In- 
diana, which cost $250,000. 

Top money was drawn in Toledo, 
takings being $6,411. Lunts got 
$5,000 in Youngstown and $4,867 at 
South Bend. 





‘Night’ is scheduled for another 
full season on tour starting next fall. 
That tour will follow a four-week 
return date on Broadway in Sep- 
tember. Next season’s dates will in- 
clude southern stands which could 
not be penree this season and it is 
likely the Lunts will have return 
dates in sorhe stands. Show will 
lay off next (Holy) week, stars rest- 
ing in New York. Next date will be 
the Forrest, Philadelphia. 


‘Blossom’ Still Blooms 
In Hub With $14,700 


Boston, April 1 

‘Blossom Time’ is still in full 
bloom, and on the strength of it’s 
drawing power the Shuberts will 
probably bring in ‘Student Prince’ 
before the season ends. ‘Night Bee 
fore Christmas’ preemed here Mon- 
day (31), a play by Laura and S. J. 
Perelman, and ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ 
with Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge, opens April 7. ‘Tobacco 
Road’ is slated for return engage- 
ment April 14. 











‘Blossom Time’ tallied estimated 
$14,700 last week (2nd) and remains 
for a third. 





‘Animal’ Light $6,100 


‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (13th | 


| 


| 
| 





(380th | 
stictk- | 


In Mpls.-St. Paul Stands 


Minneapolis, April 1. 
‘The Male Animal,’ playing five 
nights and a matinee, picked up esti- 
mated light $4,500 in the 2,200-seat 
Lyceum at $2.75 top. Same show 


| grossed $1,600 for the single matinee 
or/and night at the 


Auditorium, St 
Paul. 


Play was well liked, but sans cast 


Quoted | names had tough going. 








JACK 
DURANT 


“Jack Durant cast in the character 
of the blackmailing agent is power- 
fully drawn.” 


Richard Watts, Herald Tribune 
Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 

















ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN” 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y- 
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Broadway | 


ate 


Maria Marko back from the Coast. | 
Mark Hanna Key Westing on holi- | 
day. 
John Anderson has recovered from | 
the shingles. 
Charles Coburn planed for the | 
Coast Friday (28). 

Jock Whitney expected back from 
the Coast this week. 

Norman Light hiding for a couple 
of days with a shiner. 

Wife of Lep Solomon, treasurer of 
the Longacre, in Leroy Sanitarium. 

Bill Gueringer and wife from New 
Orleans seeing the Broadway shows. 

Tommy Lyman now torch-singing 
at Mori’s new uptown eatery on East 
§2d. 

John Hammonds _ (Columbia | 
Records) back from Georgia honey- | 
moon. 

Frank McCoy entering Lehey Hos- 
pital, Boston, suffering with stomach | 
ulcers. 

K*arl Hoblitzelle expected in town 
today (Wed.) on one of his infre- 
quent trips north. 

Andy Smith, RKO sales chief, back 
this week from Miami Beach where 
he had been vacationing. 

Helen Vinson bought a Virginia 


estate at Irvington “ach, summer 
resort on the Rappahannock. 
Estelle Stabins, secretary to Sid 


Rechetnik, resigned last week to be- 
come Mrs. William Bartlett. 

Hank Senber, out on the road 
ahead of ‘Little Foxes’ since last 
August, has joined Dick Maney’s | 
N. Y. staff. 

Nat Simon, manager of the Riviera 
(Skouras), N. Y., has been told to 

repare to leave for training camp 

hursday (3). 

The Lou Paynes (Laura Lee of the 
screen) had their third baby re- 
cently, a boy, which makes it two 
sons and a girl. 

The Danny Kayes (Svivia Fine) 
will motor to the Coast in their new 








car this summer On vacation. He has | 
sundry film bids. 

A. L. Pindat, n.o. special sales 
representative for Republic, sailed | 


Friday (28) for a four-week visit to 
Rep’s Panama office. 

Russell Holman, Paramount's east- 
ern production head, returned to his | 
desk Monday (31) from Pinehurst, 
N. C., golfing vacash. 

Dave Ferguson, secretary of the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild, planning a| 
monthly house organ devoted to the 
organization's activities. 

Katharine Cornell revising her | 
1939 autobiog, ‘I Wanted to Be an 
Actress,’ to bring it up-to-date for 
fall, 1941, re-publication. 

Last week Dave Elman went to the 
hospital to have his tonsils clipped. 
This week Mrs. Elman followed him | 
for an emergency appendix op. 

Earl Rettig, production manager 
on Walt Disney’s ‘Reluctant Dragon,’ 
in town with his wife on combina- 
tion business and vacation trip. 

After attending a_ stockholders 
meeting of Paramount-Richards The- 
atres in New Orleans, Leon Netter, 
a director, is due back today (Wed.). 

Archie Mayo turned up Thursday 
(27) for a short vacash. While east | 
he will ogle the legit ‘Charley’s | 
Aunt’ which he will direct for 20th. | 

Walter Blake, of Blaine-Thompson | 
Agency; Gilbert Golden, of Warner 
Bros., and David E. Green, publicist, | 


back from Florida burned a deep 
tan. | 
Present trek of Louis de Roch- 


mont, editor of March of ‘Time, to 
all sections of U. S. will be to inter- 


view exhibitors first hand on their | 
shorts demands. 
Bide Dudley, who has _ been 


lecturing for several] years. spoke at 
the State Norfnal School, New Paltz, 
N. Y., on ‘Backstage on Broadway.’ 
It was a repeat date. 

S. Barret McCormick, RKO’s ad- 
publicity chief, due in from the Coast 
today (Wednesday). He stopped off 
in Chi on his way back after three 
weeks spent looking over new prod- 
uct in Hollywood. 

Carol Bruce, Raymond Massey, | 
Danny Kaye, Willie Howard, Diosa 
Costello, Ezra Stone and Arthur | 
Treacher have so far been lined up | 
for the Silver Jubilee ball of the 
AMPA Friday (4), Louis Prima will 
be the orchestra. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Antonieta Llorca, the comedienne, 
back from a tour of South America. 

Celestino Gorostiza representing 
the National Dramatists Assn. on the 
board of the theatrical federation. 

Ricardo Pani is to start producing 

1s Own pix here next month. He has 
Signed Alejandro Galindo as_ his 
megger. 

David Silva, Jr., pic juvenile star. 
and Margaret Jean Sohmer. a tourist 
from Minneapolis, engaged to be 
Married in May. 

_ Emilio Azcarraga, owner of sta- 
ions XEW and XEQ and the Cine | 


| Mexican Dramatists 


| before checking 


Alameda here, building a hotel in| 
Acapulco, Pacific port resort. 

Ernesto Riestra, pop class nitery | 
band leader, and Mario Alberto} 
Rodriguez, tenor, featured on a half- 
hour twice weekly program at radio 
station XEQ. 

Cantinflas (Mario Moreno), ace 
tramp comedian, announces that 
while he will do some work in pix 
he has no intention of quitting the 
stage for the screen. 


Mapy and Fernando Cortes and 
Dorita and Valero, the latter a 
Spanish dance -team, the former 


singers and comedians, allowed to 
stay longer in Mexico to fill new 
engagements. 

Conchita Cintron, ace lady mata- 
dor, who is part American, was | 
smash click at a return engagement | 
at the local bull ring. She wowed 
them in north Mexican arenas on a! 
three-month tour. 

Felipe Gregorio Castillo, an ex- 
federal film censor, now chief of the | 
federalized picture censoring and 
supervision department. Adolfo’ 
Bustamante, secretary gencral of the 
Assn., is head 
supervisor of the department. | 





Miami Beach | 


By Les Harris | 





Vincent Youmans to Nassau. 

Madeleine Carroll back in town 
for fishing. 

Mrs. George Lottman off to New 
York for visit. 


Paul Douglas pausing few days en 
route from Mexico. 


Bob Christenberry has bought a 
home in Golden Beach. 
Ben Gross and E. Ray Goetz late 
vacationists at Lord Tarleton. 


Marissa will head for U. of Cali- 
fornia when she closes at Royal 
Palm. | 

Harry Richman bought a 43-foot 
boat, and is cruising with Ben 
Marden. 

Gabriel Pascal resting here after | 
staging premiere of ‘Major Barbara’ 
in Nassau. 

Peggy Fears resting in Palm Beach 
into Loew's State, 


New York. 


Joe Moss’ Mayfair club slated to 
open shortly for summer under new 
management. 

Cross and Dunn off for Cincinnati 
after winding up season at Ulympia 
this weekend. 

Walter Jacobs hosted Lew Walters 
and entire Latin Quarter cast at gala 


| farewell party at Lord Tarleton. 


Emile Boreo, who closed at the 
Latin Quarter recently, tossed a ‘Une 
Soiree Intime’ at Gant Gaither thea- 
tre. 

Harry Butcher, CBS Washington 
chief, and John Charles Daley stand- 
ing by, awaiting President. Roose- 
velt’s return. 


Panama 


Influx of Cuban entertainers, with 
intact Cuban shows. at cut-rate 
prices, flooding the town 

Silver Colon. fined for 
not employing native talent 
Local talent is not very promising. 

Atlas Gardens, ace mammoth beer 
garden of the town, flirting with so- | 
called names. with the first being 
Edith Rogers Dahl. 

Mary Lee Kelley, cabaret operator 
here. left for the States and Hot 
Springs due to ill-health. She’s been 
in Panama 20 years. 


Spray, in f 


75% 


Perley Stevens and Cliff Evans, ' 
two Boston bandleaders down here, 
have an eye on organizing an Ameri- | 
can band for the Canal Zone. 

Several New York and one Boston 
cafe men were looking over spots 
here for possible cafes, but the Pan- 
ama government’s new alien law 
discouraged them. 


With the number of Amer:can 


; 190 : . 
troopships headed for Honolulu stop- 
ping over! eht. and ving the boys 
overnight liberty. the local cabarets 
are reaping big profits. 


Norma Kennedy, Brooklyn nudist 
after three vears in the Or.ent and 
Hawaii, broke her jump here, play- 
ing one of the spots for three mont! 
before heading for New York. 

Spanish film 
locally. ‘Dictator’ took a nosedive at 
the Canal Zone houses after playing 
Panama and Colon cities at 80c top 
Picture sold to Zone employees for 
about 40c. 

Hector Downe. N. Y. night-club 
man, just got under the gun, taking 
over a piece of Kelley's Ritz, where 
he’s acting manager. just before 
President Arnulfo Arias clamped 
down on the no-alien ownership. 

With the influx of thousands of 
Canal workers from the States, it 
becoming a problem to keep some of 


s doing fine b nes 


1) ill 


the gals in the better spots for the 
run of their contracts. with plenty of 
them hopping into the Canal Zone 


and getting married. 

Betty Murphy, who gave up an 
agency business in Holls wood. down 
here swinging a pair of fans at Kel- 
ley’s Ritz. Also has her eye on open 
ing a booking agency here. with a 
view to servicing Caracas. Venezuela: 
Bogota, Colombia. and other Latin 
clubs in Central America. | 


| Vicar of Wakefield.’ 


London 


Athole Stewart, 
ducer, left around $25,000. 

Collins and Grade, the agents, are 
suing Oscar Rabin, band leader, for 
breach of contract. 

Bessie Love is now at Teddington 
studios appearing in the filming of 
‘Atlantic Ferry’ for Warners. 

Eire Censorship Board reveals 2.1% 
of total of dramatic films imported 


— 


| home army, pie industry is finding it 


actor and pro- | 


| Bros., 


were banned by the body during 
1940. 

Julia Neilson, widow of Fred | 
Terry, has published her memoirs 
under the title ‘This for Remem- 
brance.’ 


Ernest C. Rolls doing revue, which | 


stars his 
George Gee. 


| Empires. 


British National Films dickering 


‘for the film rights of Walter Green- 


wood's latest book, ‘The Secret 
Kingdom.’ } 
A repertory season of English 


comedies being staged at the Vaude- 
ville under the management of Wil- 
son Barrett. 

There's talk of revival of St. John 
Irvine’s ‘The First Mrs. Fraser’ at 


{the Haymarket, where it was first 


staged 12 years ago. 

Mark Malloy, in the cast of ‘Ap- 
plesauce,’ the London Palladium 
show starring Max Miller, writes 
most of Miller’s material. 

The Vaudeville Golfing Society 
has called a general meeting for 


wife, Jennie Benson, and | 
Show will tour Moss 


hard to overcome manpower short- 
age. Femmes, too, are scarce owing | 
to so much war work being on tap. ; 

Acts spotted over the Tivoli loop 
presently include Jim Gerald, Atlas 


| 
| 
Valentine and Monty, Jandy, | 
Snowy Towers, Sampson and S:mple- 
ton, Alec Kellaway, Artistos, Terry 


Scanlon, Roy Rene, Bob Dyer 
Germaine and Joe, Anita Martell 
Billy Samuels, Gardiner and Kane, 


Four Lazanders, Ray Buird, and Jean 
Hatton. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


Director Luis Slavasky packing for 
Hollywood. 

Experimental theatre of _ the 
Cinema opened new season. 


Maipo Revue theatre preparing 
two new shows to star Sofia Bozan, 
and Ester Borja. 


Richard Harlan, only U. S. director | 
in local films, working on script of | 
musical to star Hugo de) Carril. 

U S. artists at the Ta-ba-ris, local | 
night spot, include Gil Johnson, | 
Peggy Strickland and the Burettes.' 

Cesar and Pepi Ratti open at the 
Apolo in ‘El Cura de San Isidro’ | 
(‘San Isidro Priest’) by Antonio} 


' Boca. | 


March 14 to consider the suspension | 


of its activities during the war. 


London County Council is vetoing | 


shelter concerts and dances due to 
the organizers charging admission, 
with lots of London spots now be- 
reft of enterta.nment. 

Lou Jackson’s ‘This England’ opens 
for run at the Regal, Marble Arch, 


| April 25, with 10% of the intake to 


be given to the fund of the Soldiers’- 
Sailors’-Airmen’s Families Associa- 
tion. 


liss may star in filmization of “The 
Arliss still asks 
$160,008 per picture, and will not 
take less. Producers willing to pay 
him just half what he asks. 

Mary Pendered, author and play- 
wright, left $35,000. The royalties 
from her three pacifist plays, ‘The 
Quaker,’ ‘William Penn’ and ‘Ban- 
ish the Bogie’ were - bequeathed to 
the League of Nations Union. 

George King and John Stafford 


| have original yarn by the designer 
,of the Spitfire plane, which has been 


| 
Rumored around that George Ar- 


| 
! 


, Singerman at the Astral. 


submitted to Robert Donat through | 


the Ministry of Information as suit- 
able vehicle for film. 
star is reported to like the story. 

William Mollison is associated with 
Jack Hylton in his presentation of 
Eric Maschwitz’s new musical ‘Babes 
in Blue,’ which starts tour in the 
sticks in the spring, then comes to 
the West-End. Mollison also has in- 
terest in Stanley Lupino’s new show. 
‘Lady Behave.’ which opens in the 
West-End early in May. 


Met with a blunt turndown by 
Home Secretary Morrison on any 


| question of nixing Sunday cinemas 


charity tax pokesmen for Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. indicate 
they'll petition, via the London 
branch. directly to London County 
Council for a cut in the irksome con- 
tribution 


Austraha 
By Eric 


Gorrick 





Edgelev and Dawe will do a revue 
for Williamson-Tait. 
‘Rio Rita’ a strong revival] in Mel- 


bourne for Williamson-Tait. 

Eddie McDonald resigned a 
Sydney manager of Tivoli theatre 
loc p. 


Ken G. Hall is producing additional 
pix at Cinesound for the Department 
of Information. 

Paramount will soon move into 
new Sydney premises, located right 
next door to 20th-Fox. 


Lack of finance has zeroed try to 
ntroduce a chain of drive-in 
filmeries in this territory. 

‘Black Velvet’ did excellent trade 

Melbourne for the Tivoli loop, 
with cast headed by Roy Rene. 


On its 18-week run in Melbourne 
‘Convoy’ (ATP) grossed around 
$90.000, a record here for a British 

pic 


Eric Weider. former member 


Greater Union Theatres, has boate« 
back here after British and VU. § 
looksee. 

Legit and vaude, struggling to gain 
a new foothold in public favor, is 


presently being headached with un- 
expectedly tough censorship. 

‘Susan and God’ developed into a 
legit hit for Dave Martin at Minerva, 
Sydney. Show was given once-over 
by police, but no cuts were ordered 

“With looming. govern- 
ment of New South Wales is laying 
off making any further coin advance 


eléctions 


to pic units. From now on the units 
must go lo 

Dance managements would like fo 
secure some U. S. leaders for the 


coming winter season as a biz boost 
Monetary restrictions, however, zero 
the importation idea presently. 
‘Great Dictator’ ‘UA), although 
‘banned’ by the Exhibs’ Assn., is still, 
without much effort. finding plenty 
of bookings in al] spots. The same 
thing happened with ‘Wind’ ‘(M-G) 
With young men being called. up 
for 9( continuous service in the 


The English | 


|; European 


,to the Original Ballet Russe, 


Colon seeking new bass clarinet, | 
fourth trumpet and other new orch 
members to fill out for Toscanini | 
visit. | 

Pedro Sofia re-elected president of 
‘Associacion Musical de Socorros| 
Mutuos’ (Musical Mutual Aid Asso-| 
ciation). 

Patria Films, indie company, se-| 
lected cast for ‘El Gran Testigo’ (The 
Great Witness’}, to be directed by! 
Edmo Comietti. Story by Jose 
Ramon Luna. | 

‘Me case con un Angel’ (‘ Married | 
an Angel’) being readied in Spanish, 
version by Andres Chipping and 
Ricardo Cappenberg. To star Paulina! 


Bob Roberts, head cameraman for | 
Pampa Film (only U. S. cameraman | 
here), back from Cordoba after! 
shooting location shots for ‘E] Cura 
Gaucho’ (The Gaucho Priest). 

Action of Municipal Cinema Con- 
trol Committee in ruling that Bette 
Davis’ ‘Letter’ could not be seen by 
those under 16 is being protested by 
Harry Novak, Warner manager here. 

Alberto de Avalia, director. and | 
cast of ‘Veinte Anos y una Noche’ | 
(‘Twenty Years and One Night’) to 


Cordoba for location shots on new 
EFA film. Story by Alejandro 
Casona. 
Moglia Berta and company ta' 


Estancia, in the South of Province of 
Buenos Aires, for location shots on 
Argentina Sono Film's ‘Fortin Alto’ 
(High Fortress’) Story is by Homero 
Manzj and Ulises Petit de Murat. 

Premiere of ‘El Mejor Papa del 
Mundo’ (‘Best Father in the World’) 
in Montevideo was the first time 
Argentine pic had been opened out- 
side the country before being shown 
at home. Response was enthusiastic. 

‘Si yo Fuera Rica’ ‘(If I Were 
Rich’), soon to be released, being 
watched because it marks debut of 

director Carlos Schlieper 
and Assistant Bayon Herrera. Story 
by Antonio Ainny, stars Amanda 
Ledesma. 

Colon selected Argentine opera to 
be presented this season, following 
custom of one local production an- 
nually. Work is ‘Lin-Canel’ by Vic- 
tor Mercante, a one-acter, based on} 
a story by Holmberg. ‘El Zonda de, 
Nessi’ by Enrique Casella, placed 
second in contest for honor, 

Mayor Carlos Alberto Pueyrredon 
of B. A. and Director-General of 
Posts and Telegraphs Dr. Horacio C 
Riverola visited set of “Embrujo,” 
racehorse film, being produced at 
Lumiton. Visit looked on as a first 
attempt of film companies to win 
more good will from officials. 

Teatro Municipal in Bahia Blanca 


opened season with company of 
Maruja Roig and Maria E. Emery 
presenting ‘La llamarada” (‘The 
Flame’) by H. Kistemaeckers. Com- 


pany will later go to Teatro Avenida 
in Tucumen, then visit Santiago del 
Fstero, Santa Fe and other interior 
cities, 





Struck Ballet 


Continued from page 43— 





Arts 


admittances 


the Palace of Fine 


Theatre) for 


lected at 
(National 
has been 
cleared up with the arrest of two 
youths and two girls, the police say 

The youths, Rau and Francisco Es- 
pinosa de los Monteros, brothers, em- 
ployees of the Palace, were arrested 


when they alighted from the train 
from Guadalajara, where they said 
they had gone on a vacation. Soon 


+ 


after their jailing, Ernestina Torren- 
tera and Eva Gonzalez Aguirre. !o- 
cal cabaret entertainers. were ar- 
rested as accomplices. They vehe- 
mently denied any connection with 
the theft. saying that the brothers 
had told therm when they threw their 
money around that they had won a 
big prize in the lottery. The brother: 
refunded $3,000 (Mex )—$600. j 


Hollywood 


Tillie Losch going back to England. 

Tyrone Power 
fluenza. 

Pob Fender checked off Columbia 
publicity staff. 

Lynne Overman 
sprained ankle. 


home with in- 


limping on a 


Derry! F. Zanuck left for a vaca- 
tion in Sun Valley. 
Victor MecLaglen hops off this 


week on a stage tour. 
Thomas Mitchell in the 
nursing an injured knee. 
Edgar Kennedy bought a 
ranch home in Pacoima. 
Harry Cohn flew to New York and 
back over the weekend. 
Gracie Fields to Washington for a 


hospital 


new 


, British War Relief benefit. 


Abe Lastfogel back in town after 
three months in New York. 

Rosalind Russell was bumped, not 
seriously, in an auto crash. 

Buster Crabbe on a 12-week stage 
tour of the south and east. 

Wedding of Deanna Durbin 
Vaughn Paul set for April 18. 

Linda Winters resumed her origi- 
nal name, Dorothy Comingore. 

Cliff Lewis back from an exploita- 
tion tour of 50 cities in 90 days. 

Garson Kanin and his assistant, 
Hal Gerson, join the army June 1. 

William Cagney back at his pro- 
ducer desk after an appendectomy. 

Rosemary Lane stepped out on an- 
other stage tour of the east and mid- 
w 


and 


Edward Small’s son, Bob, is learn- 
ing the picture business from his 
father. 

J. J. Nolan, vice prez at RKO, re- 
cuperating in the desert after a siege 
of flu. 

J. Robert .Rubin in from New 
York for studio nuddles with Louis 
B. Mayer. 

Bili Slocum, director of sports 
broadcasts for CBS, gave Hollywood 
a look-over. 

Joe Cunningham directs this year’s 


| Catholic Theatre Guild show, “Turn 


to the Right.’ 

Doris L. Dexter, film actress, 
divorced Hugh Frank Dexter, Jr, 
studio technician. 

Franz Bachelin was upped from 
an assistant to a full art director- 
ship at Paramount, 

Jean Gabin, French star, studying 
Hollywood English after two weeks 
with flu at Palm Springs. 

Signe Hasso, Swedish screen 
player, was bruised in a motor crash 
on the Palm Springs road. 

Keith Douglas wound up his first 
lead role in ‘Soldiers of the Saddle’ 
and reported for army duty. 

Sam Nathanson, sales manager for 
Forum Films, in town to eye the 
company’s educational productions. 

Carmen Miranda added her foot- 
prints to the other instep names in 
the front yard of Sid Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre. 

Albert J. Law to Washington to 
represent Pacific Coast Conference 
of Independent Theatre Owners in 
consent decree discussions. 

John Joseph, chairman of Publicity 
Directors Committee, arranging a re- 
ception for Dr. James E. West, chief 


scout executive of Boy Scouts of 
America. 
Darryl Zanuck tossed farewell 


luncheon for Kenneth Macgowan, on 
two-year leave of absence to work 
for better relations between Ameri- 
can republics. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Marie Evkerman, of WB-FN ex- 
change, ailing in the West Penn hos- 
pital. 

Campbell Casad around in the in- 
terests of Ethel Waters and ‘Cabin in 
the Sky.’ 


Gang at Johns Hopkins pro- 
‘nounced Al Selig, RKO exploiter, 
Ookav after a checkup. 

Ethel Shutta will follow the 
Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom show into 
the Yacht Club. 


Ann Corio c irrently at the Ca ino 
for her last swing around the burley 
circuit this season. 

Dancing Sterner Sisters home to 
visit grandmother, their first 
tion in three years 

Madelyn Ward will make a singing 
comeback locally in Charlie Gaynor’s 
revue at Playhouse 

Radio singer Betty Ellen Morris 
set for Carnegie Tech Scotch and 
Soda Club’s coming revue. 

Kav Balfe, former radio announcer 
and WWSW p.a., now doing publicity 
for Al Mercur’s Nut House. 

Mark Larkin, of Hays office, in 
town for a couple of days on his 
good-will tour for industry. 

Tallulah Bankhead cocktailed the 
press here afternoon following her 
‘Little Foxes’ opening at Nixon. 

Army has caught up with Gene 
Neavitt. of Shea managerial] staff, 
and Sz mmy Schwartz. local actor 

Max Adkins, Stanley maestro, 
making musical arrangements for 
Pitt’s annual Cap and Gown show. 

The Oscar Levants brought 4heir 
five-month-old daughter here for a 
day last week to introduce her to the 
family. 

Earl Carrol] arrived in the old 
home town Friday (28) simultane- 
ously with opening of ‘Vanities’ at 
Stanley. 
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OBITUARIES 


DUDLEY HAWLEY { 

Dudley Hawley, 62, actor of nearly | 
50 years stage experience, died of | 
coronary thrombosis March 29 at the | 
Fifth Avenue Hospital, New York. 
A member of the Clifton Webb road | 
company of ‘The Man Who Came to | 
Dinner,’ which closed in Pittsburgh | 
March 22, he had been ill only a day. | 

Born in England, the son of an, 
architectural artist, Hawley came to | 
America as a child. Making his pro- 
fessional debut at Proctor’s 23d St. | 
theatre, N. Y., in 1895, he played at 
Tony Pastor’s the following year and 
thereafter with Richard Mansfield | 
for two seasons in repertoire. He. 
also passed a similar interval with | 
Nat Goodwin in ‘When We Were | 
Twenty-one.’ 

A stock player for 12 years, Haw- | 
ley portrayed more than 600 roles | 
and appeared in most of them at | 
Proctor’s Fifth Avenue and 125th 
St., where he was a company mem- 


ber for eight years, His engagements 
| 


In Memory of | 


} 


LOU DIAMOND 





included 96 weeks in ‘Up in Mabel's 
Room’ and 108 weeks as Artie Oak- 
ley in ‘Common Clay.’ 

Other plays in which he appeared 
were ‘For Better or for Worse,’ ‘The 
Country Boy,’ ‘Thin Ice,’ ‘Silence,’ 
‘Ladies of the Evening,’ ‘Mr. Samuels’ 
with Edward G. Robinson, ‘The First 
Apple’ with Conrad Nagel, ‘Congai’ 


he acted in vaude until illness 
caused his retirement in 1918. Since 
then he confined his interests to 
raising German Police dogs. 

Funeral services were held in East 
Hampton Friday (28). Leaves widow, 


| LEE MORRISON 


| Lee Morrison, theatrical producer, 
‘died at his home in New York, 
|March 30. Morrison was at one 
| time company manager for the Shu- 
'berts. He was associated in produc- 


| Mae, and a sister and brother, both | tion of several plays, notably drama- 


Lorle Palmer Swenson, an actress, | 
and a brother, Joseph, of Salt Lake | 
City. | 





MARGARET A. ROBINSON 


Margaret A. Robinson, 73, veteran 
stock and stage actress who retired 
some 15 years ago due to faHing 
eyesight, died March 27 at the Har- 
lem Hospital, New York, where she 
had long been a patient. 

Born in Ontario, Miss Robinson 
passed much of her early life in 
Minneapolis and it was there that 
she made her debut at the age of 15 
in a stock company production of 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.’ 

Later coming to New York, Miss 
Robinson appeared in many plays | 
including ‘The Governor of Ken- | 
tucky,’ with William H. Crane; | 
‘Under Two Flags,’ with Blanche} 
Bates, and ‘The Rivals,’ with Sol | 
Smith Russell. She also toured with | 
Charles Frohman’s ‘Shenandoah’ 
company and acted in stock in vari- 


| 


ous key citles. | 


Funeral services were held in New 
York Saturday (29) under auspices 
of the Actors’ Fund. 





ANGELO BADA 
Angelo Bada, 65, who retired two 


tenor roles et—the Metropolitan 
Opera House for three decades, died 
March 24 at his home in Novara, 
Italy, according to word received in 
New York. 

Appearing at La Scala, Milan, Bada 
was brought to the Met by the late 
Giulio Gatti-Casazza when the im- 
presario became director of the Met 








with Helen Menken and ‘Ladies of 
the Jury’ with Mrs, Fiske. He was 
also in two films, ‘An American 
Widow,’ a silent picture with Ethel 
Barrymore, and more recently with 
Claudette Colbert in ‘Young Man of 
Manhattan.’ 

Surviving are his widow, Dolly; a 
son, Hugh; and three sisters, Mrs. 
Blanche Farnol, former wife of 
Jeffrey Farnol, the novelist, and Mrs. 
Nydia Crane, both of London, and 
Mrs. Gertrude French of New 
Rochelle, N. Y. Funeral services 
were held in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) under auspices of the 
Actors’ Fund. 





MILTON H. FAHRNEY 


Milton H. Fahrney, 70, one of the | (29) of a heart attack in a downtown | WPRO, and a philantropist, 


earliest picture directors, died March 
7 at his home in Culver City fol- 
lowing a heart attack. An actor on 
the legitimate stage in the ’90’s, 
Fahrney entered the film industry 
in 1907 


1933. 
Fahrney 


David Horsley Productions on Staten 
Island before moving to Hollywood, 
where he piloted the first production 
The 
picture was the first to be made in 
the old Blondeau Tavern at Sunset 
blvd. and Gower street. In those days 
the film cowboys galloped along the 
city streets and most of the shoot-; Beadell 
Fahrney 
directed a great number of westerns 


of the old Nestor Co. in 1909. 


ing was done by sunlight. 


in 1908. Making his New York debut | 
as the messenger in ‘Aida,’ he} 
leventually achieved a repertoire of | 
|more than 150 operas. 


| Though Bada chiefly sang Italian | 


|roles, he often appeared in erence | White Rats actors’ union, died of a| Hollywood. After a long career on| Something 
Spe-| heart attack March 30 at his home| the eastern stage she retired 


|and German operas as well. 
| cializing in dramatic characteriza- 
| tions, he was the dean of the Met's | 
| personnel in point of continuous 
| service at the time of his retirement. | 





GEORGE H. BRYANT 


| George H. Bryant, 54, of the| 
| Bryant-Grant Productions, Cedar | 
| Rapids, Ia., producers of ‘Corntussel 
News,’ ‘Adventures of Jane Arden,’ | 
‘Rural Oddities’ and other radio fea- 


‘tures, died in Indianapolis Saturday 


hotel. Bryant had spent the day pre- 
vious making the rounds of prospec- 


| tive sponsors with Walter Beadell, | 


| salesman for WFBM, and had com- 
plained of illness, asking Beadell to 


and continued in that field 
until illness forced him to retire in| 


In Respectful Memory 


directed pictures for of 


LOU DIAMOND 


who died April 5th, 1940 
SIDNEY KORNHEISER 





drive his car, He had an appoint- 
ment with Beadell the next morning. 
arrived at the Lincoln 
hotel at the appointed time and could 
not rouse Bryant. With the help of 


and comedies, including a one-reel an assistant manager of the hotel, the 


series, ‘Mutt and Jeff.’ He directed 
George 
Leo Maloney 
and other pioneer screen players. He 
was connected at various times with 
Edison Studios, Erb & Golden, Uni- 


Belle Bennett, 
Ovey, 


Neil © Hart, 
Vernon Dent, 


versal, Albuquerque Films, 
Film Co. and Bostock Studios. 





ALFRED G. SWENSON 


Alfred G. Swenson, 58, dramatic 
character actor of stage and radio, 
who had appeared on most of the | yeech 
leading network programs since en-!|_, _, 
tering that field in 1929, died of a 
heart attack March 28 at his home 
in Great Kills, Staten Island, N. Y., 


after a brief illness. 


A familiar actor to soap-opera 
audiences, Swenson had roles in a 


number of sketches including ‘Big 


d ‘Pretty Kitty Kelly.’ He also 
played as Captain Blackstone on 
NBC Blue from 1929 to 1935; on the 
True Story ‘Court of Human Rela- 
tions,’ 1936-38; ‘Alias Jimmy Valen- 
and Dr. Lyon’s Toothpowder, 
both 1938-39. 

Born in Salt Lake City, Swenson 
made his professional debut at the 
age of 21. He had played in stock 
and mafiy road shows. Among the 
plays in which he appeared were 
‘Graustark,’ ‘The Woif,’ ‘American 
Tragedy,’ ‘Great Power,’ ‘One Way 


S.ster,.” ‘Hilltop House,’ ‘The O’Neills’ | 
an 


tine’ 


Street’ and ‘The 19th Hole’ with 
Frank Craven. 
Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 


door to Bryant’s room was forced 
open and he was found dead on the 
floor. 





GEORGE T. MEECH 
George T. Meech, 75, 


in such plays as ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
| Cabbage Patch,’ ‘Sherlock Holmes,’ 
|and ‘The Squaw Man,’ died March 29 
in Jamaica, L. I. 
Usually .cast in 
was 


supporting roles, 
born in Chicago and 
started his theatrical career at the 
age of 14. From 1905 to 1915 he 
won his greatest success playing in 
|‘The Marriage Market,’ 
| tion’ and ‘Deep Purple.’ 

In recent years engaged in the 
reai estate business. Meech leaves his 
| widow, Anna, and a daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Johnson of New York. Fun- 
eral services were held in Flushing, 
N. Y., Monday (31). 


} VALENCE E. EICHEN 
Valence E. Eichen, 53, 
vaude performer, who trouped on 
the Keith and Pantages circuits and 
appeared on bills with Sophie 
Tucker, Fred Allen and Bill Robin- 


son, died March 25 at his home in | 


East Hampton, L. IL, after a long 
| illness. 

| Eichen, born in Pinconing, Mich., 
began his career as a spieler for an 
amusement park sideshow depicting 
the famous Johnstown flood. Later, 


years ago after singing supporting | @ 


: who ap-| 
Mina peared on the stage for some 40 years 


‘Resurrec- 


retired | 


of Detroit. 





WILLIAM M. STRONG 
William M. Strong, 42, a vice- 
president and director of the Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn ad 


agency, died March 23 in Pasadena, | 


Cal. 

Born in New Britain, 
Strong joined the agency immedi- 
ately after his graduation from 
Princeton 20 years ago. Among the 
accounts he handled were those of 
the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Red Book, 
McCall’s Magazine and The Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Surviving are his widow, Josephine; 
a son, David, his parents and a sister. 


Conn., 





WILLIAM H. HARDER 
William H. (Will) Harder, 68, one- 


time stage star and theatre executive, 


died Friday (28) in the Port Huron, | 


Mich., hospital. He was the opera- 
tor of 25 film theatres in the midwest 


IN MEMORIAM 


HERMAN WHITMAN 


April 4, 1938 


FROM HIS FRIENDS 
IN PHILADELPHIA 





and the east, including hotses~in 
Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Paterson, 
Trenton, Passaic, Bayonne and New 
Brunswick, N. J., and Fort Richmond 
and Utica, N. Y. 

After playing with numerous stock 
companies throughout the country, 
Harder retired in 1929 to devote him- 
self to his theatre interests. Burial 
was at Port Huron. 





JAMES F. DEVINS 


James F. Devins, 66, former vaude 
performer and a v.p. of the old 


in New York. 

While in yvaude Devins was known 
as ‘The Tall Tale Teller.’ After the 
White Rats disbanded, he left the 
stage and became a theatrical agent. 


ance business. 
He leaves a son, James, and three 
daughters. 


| WILLIAM S. CHERRY 


William S. Cherry, 73, owner of 


|suddenly in Jane Brown FPospital, 
Providence, March 29. 

Cherry headed a group of five 
| Cherry & Webb Co. stores in various 
New England cities. A son, William 
|S. Cherry, Jr., was associated with 
him and is expected to carry on his 
father’s duties. 


Other survivors are four brothers, | 


,a Sister, a daughter and six grand- 
children. 





ARTHUR GARRETT 


Arthur Garrett, 73, London thea- | 


| trical manager, died at his home in 
Brighton, England, Feb. 20. 


| Garrett toured with the D’Oyly 


} 


| Alexander, and in 1900 joined Fred 
| Terry and Julia Nielson as manager 


and stayed with them for 32 years. | 


| Later, he became business manager 
|for Sydney Carroll at the Ambassa- 
dors theatre, London. 





ALICE GALE 

Alice Gale, 82, retired actress who 
last appeared with Henry Miller and 
Blanche Bates in ‘Moliere’ some 20 
years ago, died March 27 at her home 
in New York after a three-week ill- 
; ness, 

A widow, Miss Gale had roles in 
many Charles Frohman and Belasco 
productions. ; 

CLAIRE BECKMANN 

Claire Beckmann, 29, dancer in 

‘many Broadway productions, 


pital, Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
engagement, immediately prior to 
her breakdown, was at the Interna- 
tional Casino, New York. 

Surviving is her husband, Henry, 


|connected with Paramount Pictures 


in New York, 





MRS. GEORGE ALISON 
Mrs. George Alison, 69, actress and 
long a stock player, died March 29 
at her home in Duxbury, Mass. 
Widow of George Alison, promi- 
nent stock company actor a genera- 
tion ago, Mrs. Alison debuted under 
the management of the late Daniel 
Frohman. Of recent years she had 
appeared on Broadway chiefly in 
| Supporting rolés, 


| Carte Opera Co. and for Sir George | 


died | 
March 26 at the Will Rogers hos- | 
Her last | 


tized version of Elinor Glyn’s 
| ‘Three Weeks.’ 
Mother, son, 


survive, 


brother and _ sister 





| WILLIAM VOLLMAN 


William Vollman, 67, president and 
treasurer of Strand Enterprises, Inc., 
| Cincinnati, died March 28 in Gen- 
| eral Hospital, Cincy, several hours 
| after he shot himself. Shooting oc- 


| curred in his office in the Strand 
' house. 

| Suicide was attributed to ill health 
and financial stress. 





| 
FRANK A. WELLS 

| Frank A. Wells, vaude performer, 
| who was a partner is an act known 
l'as Wells and Fusher, 
| 24 in New York. 

| Burial took place in Kensico 
| Cemetery, N. Y., under auspices of 
| the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, 
| Widow and two daughters survive, 


died March 





MANUEL TAMES GARCIA 


Manuel Tames Garcia, 52, v2teran 
| Mexican stage comic, died at his 
| home in Mexico City, March 22. He 
| quit the stage three years ago and 
| became an alcohol inspector for the 
Ministry of Finance. 
~ ~Burial was in Mexico City. 





MAUDE E. RICHARDS 
Maude E. Richards, 61, retired con- 
cert singer and music teacher, died 
|March 23 in Gilman Hot Springs, 
{Cal., following a heart attack. As a 
prodigy she sang in the United 
States, Canada and England before 
the turn of the century. 
CLARA SYLVESTER 
Clara Sylvester, 70, former 
actress, died March 23 in 








| Mrs. 
stage 


and 
| moved to California 16 years ago. 

| JAMES TAFT 

| James Taft, 41, arranger and bass 


| player with Ray Noble’s band, died 





| For a time he also was in the insur- | March 23 in Hollywood. 





| THOMAS BURKE 
Thomas F. Burke, film player, died 
March 25 in Los Angeles. 





Father, 66, of Walter Bunker, Jr., 


died | assistant program director for NBC | 


in Hollywood, died March 24 in Oak- 
land, Cal. 





Sam Rich, 62, father of Louis Rich, 
secretary and arranger for Horace 


Heidt, died March 25 at his home in | 


Milwgukee. 


| 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. King Kauffman, son, 
in Holywood, March 24. Father is 
assistant cameraman at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Zipper, son, in 
Detroit, March 23. He is a booker 
in Detroit for Producers Releasing 
| Corp. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Hayward, son, 
in Hollywood, March 27. Mother is 
Margaret Sullavan, screen player; 
father is the talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Bein, daugh- 


| ter, in Hollywood, March 27. Fa- 
ther is a screen writer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Butler, son, | 


| in Hollywood, March 27. 


writers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shannon, 
son, in Pittsburgh, March 21. Fa- 
ther’s manager of WB's Whitehall 
theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Mungello, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, March 15. 
Father’s an indie exhibitor in tri- 
|} State area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Schaughnecey, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, March 24. 
Father’s an announcer at KDKA, 
Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ned Weaver, daugh- 
ter, March 18, at Greenwich, Conn. 
Father is a New York radio actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roye Dodge, daugh- 
ter, in New York. Father is dance 
director. 


| son, in Spokane, March 22. Father is 
|; manager of the Orpheum theatre, 
Spokane. 

Mr. and Mrs. LaVance Weskil, son, 
in Spokane, March 25. Father is 
manager of the Rose theatre, Colfax, 
Wash. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clarkson, 
March 29 in New York, a son. Father 
is aide to general manager Bill 
Schudt at Columbia Transcription 

j service 


| theatre, downtown subsequent run | 


Father and | 
mother (Jean Rouverol) are screen | 


Mr. and Mrs. Willard (Buck) Seale, | 











House Reviews 


Continued from page 41 


TOWER, K. C. 
| reminiscent of Eleanor Powell's 
work, and finishes with a fast ‘Dark- 
town Struiters’ Ball.’ Harding fol- 
lows with his singing of ‘High on a 
Windy Hill’ as a main entry and en- 
cores with the oldie ‘Just Friends.’ 
Line has an extra bit in a slapstick 
| ballet school, with Loretta Thorn- 
| hill featured as the prissy teacher, 
| and number got a full encore from 
the patrons. 

In closing spot Bee Ho Gray shows 
| some skillful rope tricks and amus- 
ing chatter. He gets some aid from 
| femme stooge, Esther, plunks out a 
| cowboy hymn on an old-time five 
| string banjo, and runs on a genuine 
coyote to howl in derision at his 
whiney vocal for a close. Line is 
on briefly to end the bill. Quin. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 














Dominating theme of the week's 
newsclip array is, as usual, national 
defense, and while there's nothing 
spectacular about any particular 
item, the material is so documented 
as to give a comprehensive and clear- 
cut picture of the all-out effort. 
Paramount's editors again take the 
palm with their pictorial summary 
of the effect that strikes have had on 
these industrial efforts. The presen- 
tation is not only put forth with 
sharp and dramatic precision, but it 
avoids any blemish of fault-finding 
or impartiality. 

Among other things the Paramount 
item introduces the various members 
of the newly appointed  super- 
mediation board, offers Secretary of 
War and his dictum that ‘speed is the 
watchword,’ shows the strikers cut- 
ting loose at the Bethlehem steel 
walkout and, turning to the brighter 
side of the pictures, reports the 
settlement of the Aluminum Co, 
strike and the no-strike pact signa- 
tured between master painters and 
| the painters international union. 
usual for this spot was 
lack of audience reaction, either pro 
or con, to the entire pictorial narra- 
tive, 


Assigned No. 2 position in the 
week’s celluloid recital is Wendell 
| Willkie’s recent Canadian visit and 
speech in Ottawa (Pathe). The 
Embassy’s customers greeted this one 
in a big way as happened somewhat 
later with the Paramount report on 
the signing of the $7,000,000,000 aid 
bill. Lord Halifax's assurance by way 
of Pathe that England would resist 
any invasion successfully follows 
the Willkie clip. 
| Other contributions to the defense 
| canvas include Universal’s clip on 
| the induction of James Stewart, film 
| star, into the Army, Fox's views of 
| U. S. speed bombers in action, society 
| women, smudged and all, driving 
Army trucks at Fort Sheridan, II1., 
and Pathe’s import from Hawaii 
showing that outpost in full military 
panoply. Pathe also accounts for a 
| quickie of the Fifth Reserve division 
on review at Camp Custer. 
| Aside from war and defense there’s 
an imposing panorama of the re- 
| cently opened Grand Coulee Dam 
| (Par), views of Earl Browder on his 

way to the penitentiary for passport 








| fraud (Par), the destructions of 17 
tons of Axis propaganda by the 
postal authorities in San Francisco 


(Fox) and Broadway legit stars at 
work in behalf of British relief. 
: Odec. 


MARRIAGES 


Ilona Massey to Alan Curtis in 








Hollywood, March 26. Both are 
screen players. 
Myrna Bay, with ~NBC music 


rights in Hollywood, to Al Cumparte, 
Jewel Music professional contact, 
March 28 in Yuma, Ariz. 

Abner J. Greshler to Vi Lewisson, 
March 28, in New York. Greshler 
is artists’ rep. 

Lillian Corsover to Sol Zatt, April 
2, in New York. Bride is in the pub- 
licity department of WMCA, New 
York; he’s on the staff of Billboard. 
| Gaile Watson to Jerry Dody, in 
| New York, March 30. Bride is the 
daughter of Joseph K. Watson, of the 
Cohan and Watson vaude team; he’s 
the son of Sam Dody, former bur- 
lesque producer. 
| Esther de Werner to Lionel Royce, 
March 29, at Las Vegas. He's a film 
| actor, 

Janet Lavis to Richard Irving, in 
New York, April 5. Both are mem- 
bers of the chorus of ‘Pal Joey,’ 
Broadway musical. 





Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 
completed six songs for ‘Sing An- 
other Chorus’ at Universal. Numbers 
are ‘Dancing on Air,’ ‘Two Weeks’ 
Vacation With Pay,’ ‘Walk With Me, 
‘The Boogie Woogie Boogie Man, 
‘Mr. Yankee Doodle’ and ‘We, Too. 
j Can Sing.’ 
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all affiliated theatres in the N. Y. | 
area be asked to dispose of four | 
tickets each at $1-2-3-5, this ma- | 
neuver resulting in $12,000 of the po- 
tential capacity $25,000 ticket sale. 
An additional $8,000 was realized | 
from the program. 

Thus Vogel, John J. O'Connor, | 
RKO’s general manager, and Harry | 
Brandt, who, with A. A. Hovell, com. | 
posed the executive committee for | 
the benefit, insured the boxoffice, | 
while Marvin H. Schenck, former 
head Loew’s booker and now Metro's 
eastern talent scout and genera] the- 
atre exec, chairmaned the entertain- 
ment committee and produced the 
show, and Leon Leonidoff, M. H.’s 
producer, handled the stage direction 


of the benefit. 
Dull First Hour 


While the Greeks may have a word | 
for courage, it’s doubtful if they 
have one that can eloquently de- 
scribe the dull first hour of the Greek 
benefit. Slowness of Deems Taylor 
and lack of punch in the initial tal- 
ent had the benefit floundering bad- 
ly up to the entrance of Eddie Can- | 
tor, who awakened an audience that 
was being lulled to sleep. From this | 
point on the galaxy of stage and 
screen names was a good entertain- 
ment. It was significant that the 
S.R.O. audience remained rooted to 
their seats from the opening Ameri- 
can, Greek and Yugoslavian national 
anthems right to the ‘God Bless 
America’ pageant finale. 


From the standpoint of names, this 


benefit was superior to the recent | 


British Relief event, which grossed 
close to $40,000 at a higher scale. 
From the screen came Madeleine 
Carroll, Susan Hayward and Loretta 
Young, for speeches, and Judy Gar- 
land’s singing, while the advertised 
Luise Rainer failed to show. Legit 
provided Vivienne Segal and Gene 
Kelly (‘Pal Joey’) for respective 
singing and dancing bits; Philip Meri- 
vale topping a fine supporting cast 


in a sketch from ‘Valley Forge’; Jane | 
‘Smilin’ | 


Cowl] in an excerpt from 
Thru’; Betty Hutton, Frank Hyers 
and Pat Harrington doing ‘Fresh as a 
Daisy’ from ‘Panama Hattie’; Monty 
Woolley (‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’) for an m.c. chore; Carol Bruce 
(‘Louisiana Purchase’), singing an 


Irving Berlin medley; James Barton, | 


first for a song-dance act on his own 


and then joining Taylor Holmes, Will | 


Geer and Charles ‘Slim’ Timblin, all 
of whom have played Jeeter Lester 
in ‘Tobacco Road,’ singing the ‘We're 
the Lazy, Lousy Lesters,’ specially 
written by Howard Dietz; Arthur 
Treacher in a bit from ‘Panama Hat- 
tie’; and finaily, and the most stir- 
ring in view of the occasion, Ray- 
mond Massey doing the gripping 
farewell to Springfield address from 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


Cafe Stars’ Click 


Opera gave the show Grete Stueck- 
gold and Nicolai Moscona, while the 
night club field contributed Carmen 
Amaya (Beachcomber), whose fla- 
menco dancing was a sharp click, 
and Danny Kaye (La Martinique and 
‘Lady in the Dark’), with Sylvia 
Fine (Mrs. Kaye) at the piano, who 
virtually tied up the show. From 
radio came Major Bowes, as an m.c., 
and news commentators George 
Hamilton Coombs, Jr., as m.c. of this 
particular act: Johannes Steel, Major 
George Fielding Elliott and Wythe 
Williams. Gabriel Heatter, H. V. 
Kaltenborn and Raymond Gram 
Swing were advertised, but failed to 
appear, with Quentin Reynolds mak- 
ing a surprise and outstanding sub- 
stitution. 

Richard Rodgers was the music 
world’s only representative, playing 
the piano for Benny Fields, who sang 
a medley of Rodgers and Hart hits 
Plus Fields, vaudeville also contrib- 
uted J. C. Flippen, as an m.c., and 
Can take partial credit for Ed Sulli- 
van, Daily News columnist, who in- 
troed the last portion of the show. 
The M. H., per usual, provided two 
clicks via its ballet and Rockettes, 
and royalty chipped in with the ap- 
pearance of Archduke Felix of Aus- 
tria, who made a brief speech on the 
gallantry of the Greeks and how 
their resistance to aggression had 
given heart to all the peoples of 
Europe, Up ahead of him, and re- 
Peating his stint for the British show, 
Managing director W. G. Van Schmus 
of the Music Hall made the opening 
address welcoming the audience. 


Preem’s Gross for Greeks 


Entire proceeds of the world 
Preem of Republic's ‘Sis Hopkins’ at 
the Fox, St. Louis, April 4, will go 
‘o the Greek War Relief. In addi- 
ton to Judy Canova and Jerry Col- 
Onna from the cast of the picture. 


JOh > - ' 
Jo} n W ayne, Ona Munson and other 


Vaude Helps Greeks 


__— Continued from page 3 








will make personal appearances at 
the opening. 
William Saal, special sales repre- 


sentative for Rep, is in St. Louis | 


in charge of the details. 
Calif.’s $125,000 
Hollywood, April 1. 

Collections in California theatres 
for Greek war relief are nearing 
$125,000. 

Fox West Coast contribution is ex- 
ceeding $90,000. 











. - 
| | 
. Taxing Benefits — 
ment ruling, TA expressed itself as 
being In accord with the Govern- 
ment’s stand, i.e., that at least some 
portion of monies garnered espe- 
cially by war relief agencies should 
remain in this country. 
Greek Shows Also? 
On a scheduled hearing some time 
this week will depend whether the 
current Greek Relief drive for funds, 


| sponsored by Spyros Skouras, should 


pay the 10%. amusement tax on all 
the benefit stage shows involved in 


the drive, claimed to total at least | 


Greek Drive’s Amusement Di- | 
| Ted Blake 


123. 
vision, chairmaned by Adolph Zu- 
kor, claims that its shows should be 
tax-exempt, having been arranged 
prior to the ruling. A. P. Waxman 
ihas been directing the campaign, 
| which expects to raise $1,000,006 and 
was topped by the big benefit at Ra- 
| dio City Music Hall early Saturday 
morning (29). This show grossed a 
little over $25,000 from tax-free 
| ticket sale scaled to $10, with an ad- 
| ditional $8,000 or so being derived 
|} from program sale. 


is scheduled for tonight 

the Civic Opera House, Chicago, Jack 
|Benny coming in from the Coast 
| especially te m.c. 


Thus far there have been only 
scattered returns reported from the 
great number of special stage shows 
in the Greek Drive. In all there are 
| 7,400 theatres participating, via lobby 
and audience collections, benefits 
|and special screenings. The Poli, 
| Hartford, for instance, got $2,475 via 
a midnight stage show; the Palace, 
Meriden, $633; 20 shows in Skouras 
houses all over the metropolitan 
New York area averaged around 
$1,300 each: a benefit at the Or- 
pheum, Minneapolis, got $2,800; the 
show in Chicago, with auctioning off 
of film stars’ contributed personal 
articles, is expected to get around 
| $20,000. 

Along with the Government, the 
Greek Drive is also ironing out a 
situation with Theatre Authority. 
Greek Drive signed with TA only 
after Harry Brandt ensured the deal, 
promising the actor union charity 
setup 10°% of the grosses from. bene- 
fit stage entertainment. The war 
relief agency, however, claims only 
85 benefit performances, while TA 
claims the total is at least 123. TA 
claims that in many instances actors 
were bicycled from one show to an- 
other, with the second performances 
not being counted. 








| Kenny Baker | 


—~Continued from page 3 














insisting it was his 
1d theatre men Say- 
Latter finally 


ciple. Baker 
right to refuse al 
ing it duty. 


ig lt was Nis 
resorted to threatening tactics, whic! 


would consist of 
behavior to Hollywood 
word-of-mouth locally. Show finally 
went on without Baker. 

n self defense, Baker said that he 


bad reports on Nils 


and bad 


had willingly given his services at 
benefits many times in the past. 
Said that he had done the British 


War Relief and Canadian War Re- 
lief shows recently. Claimed he was 
sick of benefits: that at the end of 
a benefit there isn’t any 
thanks. 

Told the local press, which played 
his side of the story, that four shows 
in one day, consisting of some 19 or 
20 songs, plus the benefit, was too 
much of a strain on him. It was 
pointed out by his manager and ac- 
companist, Leslie Maloche, that last 
fall Baker had been forced to can- 
cel several scheduled concerts be- 
cause of throat strain caused by ad- 
ditional work at a benefit. 


show 


Local managers handling the af- | 


fair were Lou €ohen, of Loew’s 
Poli: Walter Lioyd, of the Allyn; 
Fred Greenway, of Loew's Poli Pal- 
ace: James F. McCarthy, of the 
Strand, and Rudy Frank, p.a. of the 


state 


aman ontinued from page l——— 
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Another big Greek Relief Benefit | 
(Wed.) at} 


| Joe Mowry Ore 


Pure Journalism 


Chattanooga, Tenn., April 1. 

Tom Brahan, Times Reviewer, 
almost scored with the shortest 
film pan on record here, writing: 
**‘Tobacco Road’—Detour.’ 

His manuging editor, however, 
while considering it good, in- 
sisted that Brahan stick to the 
who, where and why formula. 


| Bills Next Week | 


__ Continued from page UW 


Kirk & Madelyn 
Lolita Moya 


| 
Hotel Fort Pitt | 
' 
| 

















Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Noll & Nolan 


Ken Bailey Ore 
|; Johnny Mitchell 
| Jessica Wheatley 
| Harry Walton 

Irma Guthrell 


La Temple 
Kretlow Dance 
Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
| Ethel Hourigan 
Hotel Henry | Quits 
(Silver Grill) 


Billy Treacher Ore 


Oasis 
.oule Pope Ore 
largie Kraber 


Marian McGarrity ner 
rehar 


(Gay 90's) 





iT 
Sandy Davidson \ 


Dorothy Nesbitt | Jimmy Gamble Ore | 


| Jay Loring 


Hotel tth Avenue | Giick Miller 

Bess Saunders | Pines | 
luda Iola } 
Everett Haydn Bill LeRoy Ore 
Betty Donahoe | Tony Rozance 
4] Devin | Ray Englert | 
. Redd's Cafe 
Evergreen Gardens “4 j 


Curly Stewart Orc 
| Eddie Myers 
|Gerry Parks 
Billy Vilier 

Yacht Club 
Archie Tarshis Orc 
| Maxie Rosenbloom 
|; Jackie Heller 
|} Cully Richards 
{Sammy Lewis 
| Patti Moore 
Al Kline 
| Count Plosky 
Shirley Heller 


Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Paula Harvey 


Hote! Rooseveili 


Men About Town 


Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 


Hotel Wm. Penna 
(Chatterbox) | Sky-VYue 
Baron Elliott Ore | Mickey Ross Ore 
Billy Cover Sky Pilots 


Union Grill 


Marianne Kreig | 
|r Yagello 
| 


(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
everry-Go-Round 
Bubbles Becker Orc 
Danny Bridges 
Frances Stone 
New Pena 


Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
| Etzi Covato Ore 
| Mark Lane 
|Cordan & Sawyer 
| Blondel! 2 
{ 





Betty Nvlander 





Bob Strieffler Gloria Shayne 
Teddy Ryan 3 Jerks 
Beachcomber Henny 


| Adele 
Hotel Essex 
Ernest Murray Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Manning | 
4| Lewis | 
Victor Donato 
Adele Corey 
Rita Henderson 
Mona Grant 
Antoinette Naday 
Hotel Lafayette 
Noblemen 
Jerry Salisbury 
Hotel Lenox 
(Blue Train) 
Johnny Field Ore 
Deone Parrish 


Nye Mayhew Orc 
Gil Phelan 

Dave Forman 
Elaine Jordan 
Carleton & Juliette 
Cheena De Simone 


Blinstrub’s 
Karl Rohde Ore i 
3oyd Heathew 
Ruthania & M’lcolm 
3 Arnolds 
Jacqueline Hurley 


Casa Manana 
Lou Carter Ore 
David Ballentine 
Johnny McAtteer 
Luis & Delita 
Carroll & Sally 
Ben Kay 


Club Mayfair 


Ranny \Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 


Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 


Harr Marshard O 

Johnny Turnbull 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


Cookie Fave 

Lynn Royce Vaughn Monroe Or 

Vanya Marilyn Duke 

Mare Bolero Ziggy Talent | 

Yola Galli Joe Carney 

8 Dancing Debs Bobby Nichois 

George Libby Rev (Cafe Rouge) 
Club Vanity Fair s Cavicchio Ore 

Kai Nira Ore Hotel Westminster 

Stella Rav (Blue Room) 

Laue lee Tir MeHlale Ore 

Ford & Allen rrop'l Serenaders O 
Cocoanut Grove Harry Drake Rev 

Don & R Marshall 

Micke Alpert Ore Fran Urban 

Don Rico Or Hildin 

George Rand Rev Estelle Shevlin 

Lilly Paine Ken 

Nancy Ga Billy Mack Ore 

Martha Kurke Russ Howard 

Elsie Rell Covan & Covan 

Robinson & Martin Ray Pike 

Garv Leon lle Wald 


Tut Mace ble 
(Melody Lounge) 


anor Knott 


Latin Quarter 


Rita Coughlin Tor; Bruno fore 
Newell & Steger Don Dudle Orc 
Crawford House . pear 
€ Orella & P 
Col 6 c ; & Pen! 
Keith ( s & J Bre 
Bros Ralle 
nz RR é 0 Herb 1 ¢ - « 


1 " “teuben's 
‘ « ivee e 
(Vienna Room) 


Fox & Hounds 


eorge Orc - . 7 a ‘ 
Doris Abbott 
Hi-Hat arti; & Conzue 
Pete Ilerman Or« 4 e O'Leary 
Hotel Bradford The Cave 
(Circus Koom) Ra ! 
Dorothy Daniels Tae I f 
Art Ward Ta I Dor a 
Elwin Shaw | Do A ott 
Hotel Brunswick | Tie Toe 


(Bermuda 
George Hall Orc Fen Ford Rev 
Dolly Dawn Sweety Pie 
Hote! Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
rt Frazier O: 


(Oval 


Terrace!) | Ernie Bell Ore 


Frank Fontaine 
Ken Krilliant 
Tremont Plaz 


Al Tory Ore 
Room) 


Lamb-Yocum Vernailles 
Ice Parade Robby Hacket © 
Gladys Tamb Kay Dovle 

Rube Yokum Caro) Dennisor 
Buddy Lewis De Maranvilles 
Bett: Wharton Robb J ‘ 
Murray Twins Great Feludie 
Walte Ridge 'Jononr And 


Mickey Ryan, Winnipeg, has taken | 
over first trumpet spot with How- 


tard Russell's Trianon orchestra, Re- 


gina, Sask., replacing Tod Todding- 
ton, who has gene to the Royal Ca- 


| a personal pronoun 
a commentary on the past decade's 


|‘Once in 





Literati 





Rio’s Death 


drastic 


Blow 


New and Brazilian pre 


laws obliging all papers and maga- 


' . " 
zines to be prinied in Por.uguese } 
| 


caused the death of several English 
language publications in Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Santos, Sao Paulo and other 
cities. Among tl.ese is The Brazilian 
American, a weekly which devoted 
much attention to entertainment biz 
activities in Rio. Paper, oddly 
enough, was born in Santiago, Chile, 
where founders were working for 
the U. S. Committee of Public In- 
formation. When in 1919 the Com- 
mittee was put out of business be- 
cause competition of its free cable 
service was feared by U. S. Press 
Association, paper’s founders decided 
on a half-English, half-Spanish mag. 

Magazine didn’t get across in Chile, 
however, and paper was moved to 
B. A. and re-established as the River 
Plate American. This also flopped 
and the owners moved to Santos, 
Brazil, later to Sao Paulo, and finally 
to Rio, where it did extremely well. 
Paper 
American firms and by 1922 had its 
own plant. 


Time, Inc., and Guild Snag 
Newspaper Guild and Time, Inc., 
management have hit an impasse on 
a flat 10% salary increase being de- 


; manded by the Guild.~ Tilt, being 


requested, according to the Guild, to 
compensate for the increase in cost 
of iiving, is the principal demand in 
new coniract being negotiated for 


employes of Time, March of Time, | 


Life, Fortune and _ Architectural 
Forum. Current pact expires Apri! 
25. 


Rep of mahatma Henry R. Luce | 
told the Guild at a negotiating meet- 
; ing last week that Time would not | 
| agree to the increase on any basis. 
| Another Guild demand is for a mod- 


ified closed shop. It’s strictly an 
open shop now, with about 500 of a 
potential membership of 800 in the 
union. Guild wants a provision that 
all new employees join within a re- 


asonable period. 


Moss Hart’s Story-Book 
Moss Hart's sabbatical from play- 
writing this year consists of doing 
book, more of 


passing scene than a strict autobiog- 


| raphy. Tentatively titled ‘Every- 
thing Happens to Me,’ the play- 
wright will kiddingly review his 


decade in the theatre (starting with 
a Lifetime,’ his first play 
with George S. Kaufman). 

Idea is for series of anecdota, 
along the lines of the Gertrude Law- 
rence piece he did in the N. Y. Times 


recently, detailing the travail that 
ij went into finally signaturing that 
star for ‘Lady in the Dark.” Random 
House will publish in the summer 
or early fall 
Mark Barron Bedded 

Mark Barron, drama critic and 
columnist for the Associated Pre 
has been ordered to bed by his 


physician. His condition is described 


as a recurrence of a jungle fever he 
when covering the 
Italian invasion of Ethiopia for AP. 

Newsman collapsed in his New 
York office recently after a partiou- 
larly busy period 


Barron is 


N\A, _ 21 acrit+ 
Moore, film, legit 


contracted 


O’Brien- 


and raqgio actire 


‘Digest Rights’ Claimed 

‘Digest rights,” once unheard of 

A I ! rease recent in ¢ yest-tvpe 
c r i e < ft t } 

ance As a re t € $ sé ng 
material to ma are virtually: al 
now holding the est I t 
f the elie I i ¢ 
( é nav more f rep nt 
than the orig 1 ma he 
story. That applies to both fiction 
and feature articles. 


Cosmopolitan for many years had 
an arrangement with Reader's Digest 
whereby the $15,000 a 


‘osmo, 


latter paid 
Inasmuch as about one piece a month 
was picked up from 
getting approximately $1,200 for 
stories for which it had paid as a 
rule no more than $500. Hearst mag 
arrangement with RD is now off, al- 
though Crowell publications are said 
to have somea form of 
egreement. 


it was 


Cosmo 


modified 


Sam H. Harris’ Biography 
Simon & Schuster will publish the 
first authoriaed biography of Sam H. 


Harris which Luther Davis and 
John Cleveland are fashioning now 
ae hoiice.- r { of the po |] er iT 


had support of a majority of | 





1 a time took a ous 

Dav 1 Cleveland relatively 
iewcomel Nave peen Going pieces 
LOr Collie and the Mayor of 
44th St a Claque-leader who cheers 
the jive bandmen at the Broadway 
Paramount—was bought by RKO for 


pictures, 


LITERATI OBITS 

Harry F. Powell, 86, associated in 
various editorial capacities for more 
than a half-century on newspapers 
in Boston and Baltimore, died March 
24 at his home in the latter city. 
Prior to becoming ill several weeks 
ago, he had been an active editorial 
| writer for the Baltimore News-Post. 

Laurence Hills, 61, editor of the 

Paris edition of the N. Y. Herald 

Tribune until publication was 

pended due to German occupation of 
the former French capital, died there 
| March 28 after a long illness. A 
former Washington correspondent, 
he went to Europe in 1919 to cover 
the Versailles peace conference for 
ithe N. Y. Sun and in 1924 became 
| editor and general manager of the 
_European edition of the Herald- 
Tribune. ; 

J. Allan Dunn, 65, explorer, au- 
thor and lecturer, died in New York 
March 25 after a week’s illness. He 
leaves his widow, Loyala Lee San- 
ford, an authors’ representative. 

Fritz Henriksson, author and jour- 
| nalist, formerly head of the press 
| bureau of the Swedish Foreign Of- 
' fice, died in Stockholm March 30. 


sSus- 


CHATTER 
Steve Fisher sent his new novel, 
| ‘Winter in Paris,’ to Dodd-Mead for 
publication, 

Franklin Gregory, Philly Record 

| rewriteman, has sold a whodunit to 
Random House. , 

Sidney Marshall, Chicago radio 
writer, signed by Morrow for publi- 
cation in the fall of his first mystery 
novel, still untitled. 

Stuart Palmer’s new book, ‘The 
Puzzle of the Happy Hooligan,’ 
Crime Club selection for the month, 
hits the stands April 5. 

Street & Smith launching a new 
motion picture publication, Your 
Charm, featuring clothes, beauty and 
charm, with Elizabeth Adams as edi- 
tor. 

Frank Tresselt finished the 
half of his book, ‘A History of 
American Music and Song as a 
Guide for Musical Research in Mo- 
tion Pictures.’ 

McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Inc., 
New York, changed its capital stock 
structure from 750,000 shares, 150,000 
preferred at $50 par value, and 600,- 
000 common at no par value, to 750,- 
000 shares, no par value. 

Charles Leith, after year on staff 
f Allegheny County District At- 
torney’'s office, has Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette as assistant city 
editor, and William C. Fay, news- 
hawk on same sheet, has resigned to 


first 


rejoined 


oin Chi Trib’s sports department. 

Former Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
music Harvey Gaul honored 
celebration of his 50th 
birthday, and proceeds of concert, in 
which 


critic 
= bare 

at citywide 
own: 


only his compositions 


were played and sung, being used to 
establish several musical scholar- 


hips 
nip 











1 
U. S$. Weapon 
Continued from page 
der of the Feder Cr t ey! 
: Y B ] j 
The Bum and the spot } e been 
{ e vith the f before 
Be forced 1 tte nis 
i? j eet pot bec ise of f ire 
to meet the Government's demands 
for payment of excise nd amuse- 


ment taxes on that spot. 


The State Liquor Board is con- 
sell- 


pots for 


tinuing its drive on after-hour 
ing, last week citing three 
hearings before the board examiner. 


Nailed by the State agents were the 


1523 Club, Park Casino and the 
Ridge Cotton Club. 
The nitery boys are staking their 


ynly hope for survival on the pas- 
age of a bill now pending in the 
Legislature which would allow them 


to keep open until 2 a.m. Sunday 
morning. Committee hearings on the 
measure were held last week in 


Harrisburg. 
Sunday and 


force 


It was opposed by Blue 


anti-Saloon League 


ele, 


pe ian 


re 
Sn 































@ 3”° RETURN ENGAGE- 
MENT=NEW YORK 
PARAMOUNT-IN 
I!) MONTHS ... THANKS 
TO BOB WEITMAN 
AND HARRY KALCHEIM 
... CONCLUDING 
CURRENT TWO WEEKS 

APRIL 8th 


@ FLATBUSH — BROOKLYN 
APRIL 10th 


@ WINDSOR — NEW YORK 
APRIL 17th 


@ OPENING COLLEGE INN, 
SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 
MAY 2nd 


@ EXCLUSIVE VICTOR. 
BLUEBIRD RECORDING 
ARTISTS 





Wednesday, April 2, 1941 





Exclusive Management 
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